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Escape from Planet Earth on 
screeen Aug. 6 at Jefferson park

   Daring rescues, quiet help from fam-
ily, and soaring astronautical feats are 
in store for movie-goers on August 6th 
as Bellaire Puritas hosts its annual Ice 
Crime Social.
   Adventures of the astronaut Scorch 
Supernova and his nerdy brother Gary, 
head of mission control at BASA, will 
be seen in “Escape from Planet Earth,” 
to be shown in Jefferson Park at 
W. 132 Street and Lorain Avenue.
   The movie is part of our neighbor-
hood celebration of  America’s Night 
Out Against Crime. Ice cream will 
be served at 7 p.m. and at 8 p.m., the 
movie will begin. Popcorn will be 
served with the film; bring a blanket or 
chairs for your viewing comfort.
   Prior to the movie, children and 
youth can participate in relay races and 
other games.
   The yearly anti-crime event encour-
ages neighbors to meet each other, use 
community parks and build relation-
ships with police and other groups - all 
efforts that ultimately lead to a safer 
neighborhood and a safer city.
    If it rains, the event moves to 
Fogarty Hall at Blessed Trinity Church 
at 14040 Puritas Avenue.  

Summer 2013

Jungle Bob entertains the crowd by showing the python Julius Squeezer 
at the 2013 Bellaire Puritas Arts Festival. Jungle Bob was a big hit as he 
shared his knowledge of exotic animals and introduced children and adults to 
snakes, turtles, chinchillas, and other creatures, including cockroaches. For 
more on the arts festival and BPDC Spring and Summer events, 
see page 4.

No longer refugees: Bhutanese 
make our neighborhood home

   Cleveland’s far West Side has a proud history of welcoming newcom-
ers – from the Irish who settled in the Kamm’s area, to the Slovenians and 
Germans who came to call the West 130th Street neighborhood home, to 
African-American participants in the Great Migration from Alabama and 
other parts of the South.
   Today, many of our community’s “settlers” are from Bhutan, by way 
of Nepal. They are living in our Ward 18 and Ward 19 communities and 
taking advantage of its amenities, particularly the Garfield Community 
Garden.  Seven plots in the garden, located next to Garfield School on 
West 140th Street, are tilled by families from Bhutan.
   Khadananda Adhikari, of West 139th Street, says there are nearly 2000 
resettled Bhutanees refugees in Lakewood and the West Park areas of 
Cleveland, in addition to another group that was settled, with the help of 
Catholic Charities Migration and Relief Services, just east of downtown 
Cleveland.
    Adhikari’s journey began in Bhutan, a landlocked country in South Asia 
at the eastern end of the Himalayas. For decades, Bhutan was torn by strife 
as ruling governments oppressed the indigenous people, or Drukpas,  and 
natives of nearby Nepal.  In the 1980s, there were bitter wars with the gov-
ernment of Bhutan over the rights to housing, language and dress which 
resulted in mass migrations out of the country.
   In 1990, as the Nepalese people pressed for better living conditions and 
human rights, they were instead subjected to torture and other retribution, 
Adhikari said. His own family – his parents and five siblings – was given 
24 hours to flee the country and left their home in the middle of the night. 
Immediately after, he said, their house was set on fire by government 
forces. He was 17 at the time.
   His family and more than 100,000 other Bhutanese spent much of the 
next 20 years in refugee camps in Nepal.  Adhikari said his family lived in 
a crowded bamboo hut. The Bhutanese received an education in the camps 
(he eventually taught English there) but it was illegal to leave the camps, 
so many were unable to obtain employment and secure sufficient food for 
their families.

ontinued on page 8

National Night Out 
Against Crime

 
Date: Tuesday, August 6

Time: 7 p.m & dusk
Where: Jefferson Park, W. 

132nd & Lorain
What: Movie, games, popcorn 

& ice cream
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Bryan Gillooly

A word from Councilman Sweeney

Road projects coming to fruition, curbside recycling set to expand

Councilman Martin J. Sweeeney

A word from the executive director:

Be part of the solution when it comes to poorly kept homes

  Bellaire Puritas staff hears about neighborhood housing problems every day. In the summer, especially, call vol-
ume is high – complaints about neighbors not keeping up their properties, not cutting their grass, etc. Residents are 
frustrated when the house next door or down the street starts looking bad – they fear their own property values will 
be affected or that safety might become an issue.
   While the responsibility for property upkeep belongs to the property owner, we all can be attentive and try to ad-
dress the problem properties in our community. Whether it’s a call to us, a call to a tenants’ organization or the coun-
cilman’s office, you too can make a difference when it comes to maintaining our neighborhood’s homes. 
   Some thoughts:
   On rental properties: We expect rental property owners to have the resources necessary to maintain their property. 
There are agencies that can help them access capital and understand their rights and responsibilities.  Tenants also 
must understand the agreements within their lease contract. The Cleveland Tenant’s Organization (216-432-0617) 
can provide more information.
   Unkept vacant houses and vacant land: There are multiple issues with these properties, but usually the most imme-
diate problem in the summer is that the grass needs to be cut.  When BPDC is referred to an address with high grass, 
our first step is to find out who owns the property and contact the homeowner directly.
   Council Rep.  Martin J. Sweeney diligently contacts the proper city division to take care of high grass on forgotten 
properties. If the city cuts the lot, the delinquent property owner will be charged for the service on a future property 
tax bill. 
   If we discover that a house belongs to a senior or disabled person, we might take a different approach. BPDC will 
help these residents in lawn mowing and minor home maintenance. We do require proof of income eligibility. Call us 
at 216-671-2710 and ask for Judy.

   If you are concerned about a property in your neighborhood, please help us by taking these steps.
1) Determine the address of the property:  When you call us, prepare to give us the street address and any informa-
tion or history you know about the property’s owner. 
2 ) Help us with short-term and long-term solutions. Sometimes, the problem is high-grass (short-term). Sometimes, 
the issue is getting a new owner for the property (long-term). We welcome ideas for both.
3) Keep in touch: Each situation is different, and addressing some situations takes longer than others. Be patient. 
Leave your contact information and help us keep in touch on progress. 

   We’d like to work on issues in our neighborhood collaboratively and collectively. How will you become part of the 
solution? 

BPDC welcomes a summer staffer for mediation
Bellaire Puritas is happy to introduce our new mediation intern, John Wojciak. In his own words:

   My name is John Wojciak and I am a senior at Kent State University spending this summer as an intern with 
the Mediation Program at BPDC. I live in Cuyahoga Falls and am a graduate of Cuyahoga Falls High School. In 
high school I played football and was a member of the wrestling team where I learned important life lessons about 
self-discipline and accountability. At KSU, I’m pursuing a degree in Applied Conflict Management with a focus on 
mediation. 
   My passion for mediation comes from a desire to serve others in a productive way and I believe that many prob-
lems of this world can be solved constructively in a manner that works for both sides. In addition to working with 
all the great people at Bellaire-Puritas, interning here is a great learning opportunity for me and being able to take 
part in meaningful work that benefits the residents of Ward 18 in Cleveland is an absolute honor. This experience 
provides me with practical knowledge that I will use in a mediation career when I graduate this August. 

Want to resolve a conflict? 
BPDC has tools

   BPDC will host a conflict manage-
ment workshop on Thursday, July 18 
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at our offices, 
14703 Puritas Ave. Admission is free, 
but we’re asking that attendees bring 
two canned good items to support 
our friends at the Bountiful Basement 
hunger center.
   The workshop is offered for anyone 
who wants to improve their skills in 
handling conflict in the neighbor-
hood, at home, school, or workplace. 
Learn the basics of conflict resolution 
and mediation; gain tools to better 
understand the root of a conflict, no 
matter what the situation. RVSP by 
emailing: i.heisey@bpdc.org or call-
ing Ian at 216.671.2710.

John Wojciak

Dear Friends, 
    It’s that time of year again -
orange barrel season in Cleveland.  
While the construction zones may 
be a nuisance for motorists for a few 
weeks, we will soon see some great 
new projects coming to fruition in 
ward 18. 

   I’d like to highlight a great proj-
ect that is happening in our ward 
through the Transportation for Liv-
able Communities Initiative (TLCI) 
in cooperation with NOACA (the 
Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordi-
nating Agency) and BPDC.  The 
Lorain Avenue Pedestrian Friendly 
Plan will propose streetscape im-
provements that provide better 
accessibility for bicyclists, pedes-
trians and transit riders.  The plan 
will encompass Lorain Avenue east 
of the West Park RTA to West 130th 
Street and Lorain Avenue near John 
Marshall High School.
   In addition to this great streetscape 
project, the city will begin the $8 
million Lorain Avenue resurfac-
ing project, which inlcudes asphalt 
resurfacing, removal and replace-
ment of curb, sidewalk and drive

aprons, the installation of concrete 
bus pads, ADA-compliant curb 
ramps and new catch basins and 
storm sewers, as well as the instal-
lation of new traffic signals. 
   This fall, the city also will begin 
construction on a $5.5 million 
project on Triskett Road from Lo-
rain Avenue to West 117 Street.
   Also this fall, the city will con-
tinue expansion of its automated 
waste collection and curbside 
recycling program to the northern 
most part of Ward 18. More resi-
dents will have the convenience 
of simply rolling their waste and 
recycling carts to the curb in the 
city-issued carts.  
   The new carts have been a great 
success in the areas they currently 
service and have helped the Divi-
sion of Waste Collection keep our

neighborhood clean and green. 
   For more information about the 
city’s Automated Waste Collec-
tion and Curbside Recycling Pro-
gram, please call 216-664-3717.
   As you can see, the Ward 18 
community continues to grow 
and thrive - and it’s thanks to the 
support of wonderful and active 
residents like you. 
   I encourage you to call Mau-
reen Brady or me at the ward 
office at 664-2942 or my house at 
216-252-0986 with any of your 
concerns or questions. Thank you 
for your continued support and 
for allowing me to represent the 
great Ward 18 community!

-Martin J. Sweeney

Save the date: Oct. 30 is the neighborhood summit
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Connect with BPDC via
social media 

     For all of you who haven’t joined us yet, Bellaire Puritas is on Face-
     book, Twitter and LinkedIn, and we’d like to make you part of our 
     network. Facebook is a great way to catch up on photos and news in
     the neighborhood and to find out about events and resources.
        Twitter is another tool to hear the latest at BPDC; and LinkedIn is
     for professionals to use to connect to our work and each other.
        We’d love to see your posts and comments and find out what’s 
     happening with you. We want to know what’s up on your street, your
     block, your church or workplace - so we can get to know you, too.

Statue of Kwan-Yin Buddha 
installed at W. 130th Street temple

    New works of art have been added to West 130th Street, thanks to the Viet-
namese Buddhist Association.
     The association, which about two years ago moved into its Vien-Quang 
Temple,  at 4724 W. 130th Street, has completed the exterior of the building by 
installing a sign and a statue of Kwan-Yin Buddha.
   The temple offers Buddhist studies, meditation training, spiritual counsel-
ing, religious and charitable services, and provides a place for people to pray 
and worship every Sunday, and during special holidays, events and celebra-
tions.
   In May, the two art pieces added an exterior symbol of the temple’s spiritual 
beliefs. The first was a simple sign carved from a single piece of wood. The 
Kwan-Yin statue - from the lotus flower on the bottom to the top of the head -  
was carved out of a single piece of stone and was shipped here from Vietnam 
in one piece.  It weighs 2.5 tons.
   Kwan-Yin Buddha is known as the Bodhisattva, an “Awakening Being”, 
who is associated with compassion by East Asian Buddhists.  Kwan-Yin is 
usually depicted as a female.  Buddhist devotees believe that Kwan-Yin Bud-
dha observes sound and listens to the cries of the world in order to come and 
help.  Buddhists also consider her their great mother because of her great love 
for all living things.
   According to Buddhist Dharma teachings, through the compassion of 
Kwan-Yin and by paying homage to her or invoking her name with sincer-
ity of heart and mind, people can transcend their fears and their needs will be 
quickly answered.
   The Vietnamese Buddhist Association purchased the home on West 130th 
in 2007 and has been slowly transforming it into the temple it is today.  The 
group previously worshipped at temple on Franklin Avenue on Cleveland’s 
Near West Side, but outgrew that space. 
   The association began in Cleveland after the first group of Vietnamese
refugees settled here in 1975, after the Vietnam War.

•	 Thanks to Ta Ngyne, a member of the Vietnamese Buddhist Associa-
tion, for providing information for this article.

    The West Park Airport Committee is embarking on a new phase of 
action following the Federal Aviation Administration’s approval of 
noise mitigation measures for Cleveland Hopkins’ International Airport.
    The FAA in December 2012 issued its final approval of noise miti-
gation measures under what’s called a Part 150 Noise Compatibility 
Program (named after related federal regulations). Hopkins had spent 
two years conducting studies of noise levels around the airport and the 
effectiveness of previous noise mitigation programs before proposing 
both the continuation of some previous programs and new measures to 
reduce noise.
    Here are the measures approved by the FAA:
   * Voluntary restriction of engine run-ups and maintenance testing. 
     Engine run-ups occur when an airline either detects a potential 
problem with a plane or wants to do routine maintenance; they test the 
engines (as you might test an engine on a car) on run-up pads at four 
locations on airport property. Residents have been known to hear the 
testing, particularly at night when passenger flight noise isn’t drowning 
out the noise from the run-ups. This measure calls for run-ups to be cut 
back between the hours of 11 p.m. and 7 a.m. and limits daytime testing 
to pads further away from residences.
    * Encourage use of noise abatement departure profiles.
      This measure encourages airlines to reduce engine thrusts when tak-
ing off from runway ends; it does not apply to newer aircraft with “low 
noise generation characteristics.”
   * Develop and implement RNAV routes and flight procedures for 
departures from runways 6L and 6R.
      RNAV (radar navigation aviation) is a new technology being devel-
oped for the nation’s air traffic system. It’s satellite-based and similar 
to GPS for cars; the hope is that air traffic routes can be simplified and 
made more efficient (saving airlines fuel and time) and less noisy for 
people on the ground. RNAV should provide the ability to create routes 
in narrow bands over non-residential areas (industrial areas, interstate 
highways, etc.). The FAA recommends that Hopkins, in conjunction 
with the FAA and the airlines, work on designing beneficial RNAV 
routes.
   * Modify standard instrument departures to reduce early turns after 
take-off.
     This measure urges aircraft to use certain noise corridors and reach a 
5-mile distance or a 5,000-foot altitude before turning.

        Continued on page 5

FAA approves noise reduction 
methods for Hopkins

Kwan-Yin Buddha outside the Vietnamese Buddhist Temple

Have a problem with airport noise? Call Hopkins’ noise com-
plaint hotline at 216-898-5220.  Try to remenber the time of 
the noisy aircraft. You can come to the next West Park Air-
port Committee meeting. too. August 13 at 7 p.m. at BPDC.

School district hosting ground-
breaking for new John Marshall
   Now that the demolition of the old John Marshall High School is com-
plete and site preparation has been underway, the Cleveland Metropolitan 
School District is planning a groundbreaking for the new school.
   The groundbreaking will take place on Thursday, July 18, at 8:30 a.m. at 
the school site on West 140th, a few blocks south of Lorain Avenue.
   Plans to build the school have been underway for more than a year. 
The $45 million facility is scheduled to take three years to complete. The 
architect Jeff Henderson of ThenDesign Architecture has designed the new 
school, which will house 1250 students.
   CMSD has preserved remnants of the old school, an art-deco structure 
built in 1932, to honor its history. Some of the remnants will be used in the 
new building; others will be incorporated into public art works along West 
140th.
   If you have questions about the groundbreaking or the new school, please 
call Ian Heisey at 216-671-2710.



Landscaping
   Ideas Inc.

“Your personal yard 
care specialists.”

Call Steve & Liz (Thomma) Szyarto at 216-252-1231

Our company specializes in reworking all 

types of landscape projects, from complete 

renovations to jobs such as installation of trees, 

shrubs, perennials, annual plants, and mulch.

Complete Residential 
and Commercial Lawn 
Services including:

• Design & Planning
• Fertilization
• Sod and Seed
• Mowing
• Core Aeration
• De-Thatching
• Slice Seeding
• Free Estimates
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Round up of summer fun in Bellaire Puritas 2013

Need a ride?
Seniors in need of tranportation can 

call 216-644-2833 to sign up for the Senior 
Transportation Connection. The STC will 

provide guidelines on how to ask for service.  
Seniors in wards 18 and 19 are among those 

eligible for service. 

   The Ward 18/Bellaire Puritas area is a great place to be, especially 
in the Spring and Summer when outdoor events offer opportunities 
for fun and community-building.
    On May 4, Bellaire Puritas had its first neighborhood “fun run” 
to raise revenue for our agency and get residents out and moving. 
At right, Book Chrobak and his daughter do the 5K via stroller 
and feet at the Run Puritas event, which began at Blessed Trinity 
Church and meandered through area streets.
    On June 1, the annual Creek Clean Up saw volunteers such as 
Carma Evers (left), put on their waders and picked up debris and 
litter from the Chevy Branch of the Big Creek which runs through 
our community, mostly parallel to West 130th Street. Carma found 
a six-foot-by-two-foot metal object, seven tires and a giant frog.
    The Bellaire Puritas Arts Festival came to Jefferson Park once 
again on June 2. Attendees sampled a variety of ethnic foods, 
bought jewelry, crafts and art, listened to a diverse array of bands, 
and, like Vic Scigliano, (middle photo)  helped their grandchildren 
at the hands-on art for kids stations.  The bands included the ever-
popular Cats on Holiday (bottom) who wowed the crowd with an 
eclectic blend of bluegrass, rock and popular music forms.

Bellaire Puritas Development Corp. and 
the West Park Airport Committee soon 
will be developing a web page for fol-

lowing issues related to the airport and 
progress on Part 150 measures. Stay 

tuned!!!
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Airport noise measures adopted
Continued from page 3
  * Add a minimum turning altitude to initial departure clearances.
     This measure calls for a minimum turning altitude of 1500 feet; the FAA 
also recommended further analysis and said that a new standard instrument 
departure method would have to be developed.
  * Designate Runway 6R as the preferred late night departure runway.
     This continues a previous protocol; it calls for aircraft to use the 6R 
(right) runway and to fly over industrial areas (as opposed to residential 
streets) between the hours of 11 p.m. and 6 a.m.  until they reach 5,000 feet.
   * Aircraft arriving at night should “intercept the final approach to all run-
ways no closer than four miles.”
      This also continues a previous measure; it prevents aircraft from close-in 
visual approaches at night; its goal is to reduce flights over neighborhoods 
located at the sides of each extended runway.
    * Adopt real estate disclosure policies regarding airport noise exposure 
above 60 decibels in cities surrounding the airport.
      Under this measure, local municipalities could require realtors to dis-
close information about airport noise.  To date, none of the cities around 
Hopkins has adopted any ordinances related to this measure.
    * Adopt land use policies for areas surrounding the airport, particularly 
those areas with sound levels above a 60 decibel, day-night average.
       This measure recommends that cities restrict building in areas with high 
noise levels.  While no formal ordinances have been adopted thus far, there 
have been incidents in which new construction projects near the airport have 
been careful to add additional sound insulation.
   * Complete sound insulation of homes eligible in the 65-plus decibel 
contours. Hopkins has issued contracts with sound insulation companies to 
complete the homes that are still eligible for this program.
    * Install six new noise monitors, more fully use current monitoring soft-
ware, and investigate the purchase of an entirely new software system. 
       Hopkins’ noise monitors are old and frequently break down; moreover, 
the airport wants to seek FAA funds to get a better system for tracking planes 
and correlating them to noise incidents.
   * Update the “Fly Quiet” communication program. 
      This is an update to an old measure which calls for booklets with infor-
mation about noise-reducing flight procedures to be distributed to pilots, 
station managers and fixed-based airlines.
   *  Update the FAA tower’s standard operating manual to reflect all Part 
150 measures. 
    * Retain the “Part 150 Working Group” a community noise advisory 
group and continue reporting information to the group on noise issues.
     Note: WPAC supported a recommendation by Hopkins to use Fly Quiet 
as a means to establish a public recognition program for airlines with a good 
track record of conforming to noise reduction measures. The FAA did not 
approve this initiative, so the city can’t apply for FAA funds to implement it.

The Happy Timers Polka Band provided some lively dancing 
music at the June 2 Bellaire Puritas Arts Festival.
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Citizens’ Air Monitoring 
Project helps test the air
   Cleveland’s Division of Air 
Quality offers a hands-on way 
to get answers about air qual-
ity issues.
   If you are concerned about 
poor air quality or odors 
around your house or work-
place, CDAQ can provide 
you a canister with which you 
can collect air samples.  The 
sample then will be analyzed 
at the Ohio Environmental 
Protection Agency laborato-
ries.
   If you’d like to participate 
in collecting air quality data, 
call 216-664-7432.
   To report odors, smoke and 
open burning problems, call 
CDAQ’s 24-hour hotline at 
216-664-7442.
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Do’s and don’ts when it comes to 
hiring contractors for home repair
   Summer is the time for catching up with home repair projects; and often, 
they’re too big to handle yourself. But if you’re hiring someone to do the 
work for you, make sure you take the proper precautions and get the right 
company or person to do the job.
   Here are some tips for hiring contractors:
 * Insist on a contract that provides you with the details of the work, do not 
accept a price scribbled on a small piece of paper. 
* A good contract will include the following:  Specifications detailing 
exactly what is going to be done and with what types of materials; an 
agreement that the contractor will obtain all necessary permits and call for 
inspections a date when the work will begin and how long it will take, and 
the cost of the project and information on who will haul away debris.
    Also, contracts should include a payment schedule for when work is 
completed.  Do not pay a contractor a large sum of money in advance and 
always get a receipt for partial payments. Get copies of the contractor’s 
liability insurance and proof of bonding. Make sure you have the name of 
the contractor, the company’s name, phone number and address (NOT a 
post office box) and a place for you and the contractor to sign and date the 
contract.
    Ohio law allows you three days to back out of a contract with no penalty. 
For your protection, obtain at least three bids.  Make sure each contractor 
is bidding on the same work. It is not fair to you or the contractors if the 
amount and type of work changes with each bidder.
     Beware of a contractor who will quote you prices site unseen; tries 
to talk you into extras and won’t give you a written detailed estimate, or 
who wants you to sign on the spot. Also, don’t give in to scare tactics; 
if a contractor tells you the foundation is crumbling and will fall down 
unless you immediately get waterproofing, get a second opinion.  Be wary 
of contractors who are going door-to-door and “just happen to be in the 
neighborhood” and of bait-and-switch tactics that attempt to lure you with 
cheap prices then switch to more expensive work when on the job.

Former BPDC board president Jim Pelikan honored on 
Cleveland’s Senior Day for service to community

   Jim Pelikan has devoted his life to strengthening communities; he re-
ceived just a small token of the recognition he deserves on May 21. 
    Jim was honored that day as Ward 18’s “Senior of the Year”  at the city 
of Cleveland’s Senior Day celebration.  The luncheon ceremony honored 
citizens from each ward who had made a difference in the lives of their 
communities.
    A former Bellaire Puritas board president, Jim, a resident of W. 136th 
Street, has had a distinguished career in the healthcare and organizational 
consulting fields.  He is a graduate of St. Ignatius High School, Xavier 
University, the University of Chicago and the University of Michigan, 
where he received a doctoral candidate’s degree in Medical Care Organi-
zation.
    Jim worked for 14 years at MetroHealth Medical Center as the Presi-
dent of Ambulatory and Pre-paid Care, responsible for managing outpa-
tient services. There he created tools to help foster team environment and 
enable staff to communicate more effectively. Then he formed a commu-
nity consulting agency, Organization & Community Inc., to help commu-
nity groups and residents works together for the common good.
    Now, Jim is working to improve Cleveland’s public school system. He 
attends every board meeting of  the Cleveland Metropolitan School 
District, has facilitated parent engagement meetings, and is a member of 
the Neighborhood Education Committee, organized by BPDC.
    Jim has lived in the Bellaire Puritas area for nearly 30 years. He has 
three daughters, two step-children and eight grandchildren. He’s also an 
active member of St. Malachi Church on the Near West Side. Jim’s an 
avid reader and enjoys riding his mountain bike.

Programs for seniors offer seasonal, year-round help
   If you live in Cleveland and are over age 60, you may be eligible for 
assistance with housing, health and general well-being.  CHORE offers 
home maintenance help - housekeeping, lawn mowing, limited painting 
and simple home repair. There is no charge for this service, but there may 
be an on-site assessment before work can be scheduled. Call 664-2833 for 
information.
   SHAP (Senior Housing Assistance Program) is an income-eligible 
service that provides one-time major home repair if needed for health and 
safety. Call 664-2833.
  Benefits Checkup is a screening process that provides older adults with a 
confidential method for determining eligibility for federal, state and local 
help. Call the same number as above.
   Cleveland Cares Call is an automated phone system for checking up on 
seniors, particularly those who live alone. Call 216-664-6316 for 
information on how to participate.

James Pelikan, Ward 18’s 
Senior of the Year 2013

Visit Bellaire Puritas on the web: www.bpdc.org

SEWERS CLOGGED? CALL US!!
18100 Lanken Ave.

Cleveland, Ohio   44119



      About Bellaire Puritas:
    Bellaire Puritas (BPDC) is a non-profit community development corporation that strives to better the quality of life in Ward 18 and revitalize its neighbor- 
hoods.  We provide housing assistance, safety and mediation services, help for seniors, planning, community organizing and youth programs.  You can visit us 
on the web at www.bpdc.org. Our offices are at 14703 Puritas Ave. and we can be reached by phone at 216-671-2710.

    BPDC is funded in part by government grants and by grants from private foundations, fee income and donations. Like other non-profits, we seek support, 
in-kind and financial, from our community and other friends who value our work and wish to help us serve our community We also welcome volunteers with an 
interest in contributing to our neighborhood. Thank you for your support.
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 Bellaire Puritas Board & Staff
   Officers:
  President: Jackie Krieger
  Vice President: Fr. Doug Koesel
  Treasurer: Sigmund Sesplankis
  Secretary:  Charles Nusbaum

   Directors: Margaret Roudebush, Kris Tabor, Mary Lou Palermo

    Staff:  
   Executive Director: Bryan Gillooly
   Receptionist: Peggy Yomnick
   Senior Services: David Kasik, Daniel Conway
   Housing Director: Toni Jones
   Planning & Safety Coordinator: Melissa Miller
   Housing Assistants: Anthony Brown, Karen Crocheron
   Resident Services and MyCom Data Specialist: Judy Schafrick
   Mediation Coordinator: Ian Heisey
   Youth Development Director: Nancy Baxter
   Youth Development Assistant and Neighborhood Marketing 
       Specialist: Rachel Napolitano
   Computer Lab: Judith Opalach

BPDC and Community Calendar

John Marshall High School Ground Breaking:  Thursday, July 18, 

8:30 a.m., at the school site on West 140th Street.

ICE CRIME SOCIAL: Tuesday, Aug. 6, 7 p.m. Jefferson Park at 
West. 132nd and Lorain.

Neighborhood Education Committee: Meets on the first Tuesday of 
every month at 6:30 p.m. at BPDC. 

West Park Airport Committee: NOTE TIME CHANGE. Tuesday, 
Aug. 13, 7 p.m. Bellaire Puritas office.

West Park Youth Mobilization Team: Tuesday, Aug. 27, 5:30 p.m. at 
BPDC.

First District Community Relations:  Community building with our 
local safety forces. Next meeting, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2013. 7 p.m. St. 
Ignatius Church at West Blvd. and Lorain Ave.

Neighborhood Summit:  Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2013. 6-8:30p.m.

Bellaire Puritas is at 14703 Puritas Avenue, 
Cleveland, Oh 44135
Phone: 216-671-2710, fax: 216-671-9868
www.bpdc.org
 

Bhutanese find a home in West Park area, cont.

   Under pressure from the United Nations and other human rights organi-
zations, the Bhutanese people finally began to be resettled in other coun-
tries. Adhikari had the choice of seven countries and chose the United 
States – and specifically Cleveland. He said the city was near where other 
relatives had settled, and he likes the climate here.
   Adhikari landed in New York in April, 2010 and came immediately to 
Cleveland.  Catholic Charities placed many of the Bhutanese in apart-
ment complexes throughout the far West Side. In a very short period of 
time, Adhikari found employment; he and his wife even have been able to 
purchase a house. They have two children.
  Other Bhutanese have been placed in jobs by Catholic Charities and are 
prospering in their new country. With the help of Ward 19 Councilman 
Martin Keane and OSU Extension Service, they were able to obtain plots 
to grow food and participate in our community. 
   Once again, the neighborhood grows by helping newcomers become 
neighbors.

Community gardens in our 
area include Garfield and RG 
Jones; they’re home to grow-
ers from many countries.




