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Ice Crime Social to feature the 
film “Smurfs” on August 7

BPDC is on facebook
      Connect with other fans and community 
members, browse photos, stay up-to-date on news 
in the neighborhood. Find us at:
http://www.facebook.com/BellairePuritas.
    Whether you’re on Facebook or not, you can 
fnd us online at that site. “Like” us to connect with
community members and recommend our site to
your friends. Our goal is to have 200-plus friends by 
our Aug.7 Ice Crime Social. While you’re on Facebook, you also can check 
out the Rockport Farmers Market page. It’s on the book, too.

  
   Catch a movie and celebrate “America’s Night Out  Against Crime “ 
on Tuesday, Aug. 7 as Bellaire Puritas once again hosts its Ice Crime 
Social under the stars in Jefferson Park (W. 132nd Street and Lorain 
Avenue).
   This year BPDC will show the animated movie “The Smurfs” at dusk.  
Before that, we’ll be hosting relay races for the kids and giving away 
free ice cream.  Popcorn will be served with the movie.  Remember to 
bring a blanket or chairs for more comfortable viewing on the lawn.
   Through our yearly anti-crime party, we encourage people to make 
their neighborhood safer by meeting their neighbors, using their parks, 
and building police and community partnerships.
   Ice cream will be served beginning at 7:15 p.m. and the movie will 
begin at 9 p.m.
   If it rains, the festivities will be moved to Fogarty Hall at Blessed 
Trinity Church, 14040 Puritas Avenue.  

Movie synopsis: “The Smurfs” tells 
the story of the friendly blue ones as 
they get lost in New York City and try 
to find their way back home before 
the evil wizard Gargamel finds them. 
Gargamel, for those uninitiated in 
Smurfese, is a sworn enemy of the 
Smurfs; his main goal is to destroy 
them or capture enough of them to 
create a potion of gold. The movie’s 
human stars include Neil Patrick Harris 
and Sofia Vergara.

FAA okays Part 150 map for Hop-
kins, studying noise measures
    The Federal Aviation Administration in mid-June approved noise 
exposure maps submitted by Cleveland Hopkins Airport more than a 
year ago; the agency also is reviewing noise reduction measures and 
awaiting public comments on them. 
   The deadline for comments is Aug. 4. Following the receipt of 
public comments, the FAA will review those comments and issue final 
approval of a noise reduction plan in December.
     Almost four years ago, Hopkins began a study commonly referred 
to as “Part 150” named after the federal regulations governing noise 
abatement procedures. Part 150 includes determining how loud the 
skies will be in the coming years above different geographic areas 
surrounding the airport. Computer modeling is undertaken and “noise 
contours” or zones are created on a map based on projections of the 
number of aircraft and flight paths. 
    Under Part 150, after the exposure maps are drawn, the airport then 
studies and suggests ways to reduce noise for residents in all areas 
affected by the airport.  Measures that Hopkins has recommended in-
clude new flight departure procedures, modifying departures to reduce 
early turns after take-off, adding minimum-turn altitudes, updating 
and implementing night-time flight corridors and procedures to reduce 
noise at night, and expanding noise monitoring systems to add six 
more noise monitors to the 11 already in place. The additions would 
include a monitor a few blocks south of Fairview Hospital to the west 
of Rocky River Drive, one near Homeway Avenue closer to the air-
port, and another in back of Gunning Recreation Center.
      Continued on page 8

On a beautiful summer day in late June, students in the Inner City Tennis pro-
gram take part in fitness classes at Jefferson Park. The program is sponsored 
by the city of Cleveland and the Cleveland Clinic Foundation. It offers fitness, 
wellness, tennis, literacy and poetry classes to children ages six to 16. Classes 
are offered at Jefferson for west siders and at Rockefeller Park for east siders.
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   I’m proud of the BPDC staff. 
Each of them is dedicated to serv-
ing this neighborhood.  Whether 
they’re working with youth, se-
niors or businesses, with residents 
who need help with housing or 
home improvement issues, or with 
developers, planners and architects 
in enhancing the physical infra-
structure of the neighborhood, the 
BPDC team is knowledgeable and 
hard working.
    But there’s another common 
denominator that makes a big 
difference in making a difference, 
and that is our volunteer base. 
When our staff and volunteers are 
in sync, we achieve great things 
for our neighborhood. 
     We are blessed with wonderful 
volunteers who love their com-
munity and want to contribute, 
and many do so by helping out at 
BPDC. Some help in our office, 
others volunteer for programs, and 
others are literally out in the field, 
participating in creek clean ups 
and festivals.  Some volunteer for 
committees to address issues such 
as airport noise and education, or 
to brainstorm ideas for events such 
as the Neighborhood Summit. 
Our board of directors also serves 
on a volunteer basis and provides 
invaluable assistance.
    That said, with so much hap-
pening here at BPDC and in our 
community as a whole, there will 
always be an ongoing need to

involve more residents, business 
people and folks from schools and 
churches in volunteering in our 
activities. 
    If you have an interest in vol-
unteering, give us a call at 216-
671-2710, ext. 222, or email me at 
b.gillooly@bpdc.org.  There are a 
variety of opportunities to suit your 
different interests and talents. Here 
are a few: 
   *  Promoting safety in the neigh-
hood through block watch trainings 
and related activities;
   * Joining or organizing an “issue” 
committee, such as the Neighbor-
hood Education Committee, which 
addresses school concerns, and 
the West Park Airport Committee, 
which addresses noise and other 
environmental matters related to our 
proximity to Hopkins. If you have      
other issues or concerns which you 
feel our community should address, 
let us know; 
   * Event planning or volunteer-
ing to help a events. We have three 
major events each year (the Arts Fes-
tival, the Ice Crime Social and 

From executive director Bryan Gillooly: Appreciating volunteers at BPDC

Bryan 
Gillooly

What would you do with 
Lorain Avenue?
   Bellaire Puritas is launching a design study and planning project for 
Lorain Avenue. We’re asking for your input to make it a success.
   The project is funded by a Transportation for Livable Communities 
grant awarded to BPDC by the Northeast Area Coordinating Agency 
(NOACA), regional planning organization.
   Under the auspices of that program, BPDC is working with City Ar-
chitecture urban design firm to determine strategies for improving the 
look and feel of the retail district on Lorain Avenue from the West Park 
rapid station (near West 143rd Street) to West 130th Street and along 
West 140th Street to John Marshall High School.
    The project’s goal is to make Lorain Avenue more pedestrian friend-
ly and safer for residents and businesses.  
   In order to create a successful plan,  BPDC believes it’s critical to 
gather as much insight as we can about the area from the people who 
use it the most - residents like you.  We want to know what you like 
and what you don’t like about Lorain Avenue and what your ideal vi-
sion is for this area.
   BPDC will host public meetings throughout the summer and fall to 
solicit opinions and will present the final design plan to the neighbor-
hood before it is complete.  
   BPDC began gathering information from residents through a sur-
vey distributed at the Bellaire Puritas Arts Festival in early June.  If 
you have not filled out a survey and would like to or would like to be 
included in our contact list for future meetings, please contact Melissa 
Miller at 216-671-2710.

A word from Councilman Martin J. Sweeney

Summer news is good for 
our community  
 
   Greetings Ward 18!   
   We wrapped up a busy spring as City
Council managed once again to keep the city’s
budget working for you and to provide services -
including increasing safety forces and recrea-
tional opportunities. Council continues to work
closely with Mayor Jackson on balancing               Councilman Sweeney
the budget during difficult economic times.
   This spring, Cleveland opened Ohio’s first casino in the historic
Higbee Building on Public Square. For the city, this has been a winning 
proposition, bringing visitors from the suburbs, other parts of Northeast 
Ohio, and across the country to enjoy the new destination spot. More 
than 90 percent of the 1600 casino employees live in the Cleveland area.  
   That’s not all.  There is so much more in store for Cleveland – from 
the medical mart and convention center complex, to new developments 
in the Flats - it is a great time to live in this city. We continue to work on 
amenities for our residents, such as adding bicycle lanes and making the 
city friendly to those who prefer pedaling their way around town.  
   Within our ward, we can see several new projects underway.  The 
former Hawk’s Landing is quickly transforming into the new Rockport 
Apartment complex with a playground and picnic area for residents.  
   On Cleveland Parkway, residents can stop by to see all the great im-
provements to the Maplewood Baseball Diamonds.  Soon we will say 
goodbye to the existing John Marshall School to make way for a brand 
new building for use in August 2015.   
   Ward 18 also is home to two hidden gems that have been blooming 
this summer.  The R.G. Jones Community Garden, behind R.G. Jones 
Elementary School, hosts more than 50 beautiful garden plots planted 
and maintained by community members from the Bellaire-Puritas area. 
   A second community garden can be found behind Garfield Elementary 
School.  
   Residents who don’t have the time to garden themselves can pick up 
fresh produce at the Rockport Farmers Market every Wednesday from 
4:30 to 7:30 p.m. at Blessed Trinity Church, 14040 Puritas Avenue. 
   It’s great to see the Ward 18 community growing and thriving, thanks 
to great residents like you. I encourage you to call my office at 664-
2942 with concerns or questions. I wish you a safe, happy and healthy 
summer season.
                                                            Sincerely, Martin J. Sweeney

NEC welcomes those interested in schools
  Are you a parent of a school-aged child? A teacher? Someone who  cares 
about education? Someone who cares about the role that schools play in our 
community and how neighbors relate to schools?
   The Neighborhood Education Committee (NEC) might be a good fit  for 
you. 
   The 10-year-old NEC is an independent community group, supported by 
BPDC through staff time and meeting space. It meets to discuss school issues; 
it has hosted sessions in which students, teachers and principals have met and 
talked to community members, organized a workshop on Internet safety, and 
held gatherings to talk about construction plans for neighborhood schools 
which have been rebuilt.
   The committee includes parents and caregivers as well as others affiliated 
with churches and businesses, and citizens who care about what goes on in 
our schools. All are welcome. 
   The next NEC meeting is Tuesday, Aug.14th at 6:30 p.m. at Bellaire Puritas 
(14703 Puritas Ave.)  After August, the group will resume its normal meet-
ing date, which is the first Tuesday of each month.  The time and place are 
the same. For more information call Ian at 216.671.2710 or email: i.heisey@
bpdc.org. 

the Neighborhood Summit) as well 
as many other smaller gatherings; 
we could use your ideas for these 
events as well as help;
ndraising (organizing or assisting);
   * Help with fundraising; 

  * Neighborhood beautification, 
or projects such as public art or 
gardens; 

                     Continued on page 3

Volunteer opportunity on the horizon...

   Do you enjoy special events - planning them or helping with them? 
Looking for an opportunity to give back to the neighborhood? BPDC is 
looking for volunteers to help with our fundraising dinner in September. 
Love of pasta is a must. Please contact Bryan Gillooly or Sheila Duncan 
Rawls at 216-671-2710 or at b.gillooly@bpdc.org.
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You can prevent foreclosure
   Research has shown that more than half of homeowners facing foreclo-
sure do not call for help when they begin to fall behind in their payments. 
There are several non-profit agencies that provide free, unbiased and acces-
sible services to prevent foreclosure. Neighborhoood Housing Services of 
Greater Cleveland, the Cleveland Housing Network and ESOP (Empower-
ing and Strengthening Ohio’s People) all can help with programs such as 
Exit Strategies (which involves handing over a deed in lieu of foreclosure) 
and the federal Restore Stability and HAMP (Home Affordable Modifica-
tion Program). NHS can be reached at 216-458-4663; CHN at 216-325-
1150 and ESOP at 216-361-0718.

Neighbors to know: Melinda Placko, artist 

  Kurt is an art handler at the Cleveland Museum of Art. They are expecting their second child in October. Me-
linda also is a graduate of the Cleveland Institute of Art. She serves as president of the board of the West Side Art 
League, a two-year-old organization formed to “serve and support artists” which has space at the West 78th Street 
Studios, and she operates Melk Truk Studios out of her home.

Some important info:

Artist’s media: drawing, painting, public art, and some dry material.  In her words, “anything that’s about making 
pictures.”

Notable projects:  Many projects in the Cleveland public schools, teaching after-school projects in conjunction 
with Art House Inc. (some sponsored by Bellaire Puritas and the WestPark MyCom youth intiative); murals at 
Collinwood High School; currently working on a project to design and paint images on all the garbage cans at the 
West Side Market and the Cleveland Zoo; a mural at the Brecksville library. Melinda also is preparing for a show 
at the Loren Naja Gallery gallery near the West Side Market. It will open on Nov. 2. and, Melinda works with 
Young Audiences of Greater Cleveland, a non-profit group which promotes arts education.

How she came to live in the Jefferson Park area: through a “fluke.” A friend of the family owned the house and 
said it was available.  

What she likes about the neighborhood:  the location (easily accessible, on major bus lines); loves the mix of 
people she meets in Jefferson Park; a good place to raise children. “It’s a nice little pocket of Cleveland.”

Most surprising thing about the neighborhood: “Who knew this part of town had this many restaurants?” Cites 
the German, Middle Eastern, Italian and Asian eateries along Lorain Avenue.

Volunteers, cont.
contined from page 2

   These are just some of my ideas. I’d like to hear from you. We have a big 
neighborhood and there’s lots to do to make it even better than it already 
is. We need to work together - board, staff and volunteers - to strengthen 
our bonds as community and to improve our quality of life. I welcome your 
call.
     -Bryan Gillooly

   Artist Melinda Placko is 
a five-year resident of the 
Bellaire-Puritas community. 
She moved here after living 
in Amherst, Massachusetts, 
where she attended graduate 
school. A native of Bruns-
wick, she lives with her 
husband Kurt Hallsman and 
their son Emmett on West 
133rd Street, across from 
Jefferson Park. 

Be prepared for election day
    
    On November 6, 2012, voters in Cuyahoga County will cast ballots in 
the presidential and U.S. Senate elections, as well as for the U.S. House of 
Representatives, county prosector, Ohio Assembly seats, local judiciary, 
Cuyahoga County Council, and the State Board of Education. In addition, 
they will vote on a charter review commission and other issues.
   The voter registration deadline is October 9th. Voters who have moved 
or changed their names since they last voted need to complete and return 
a new voter registration card. After a voter has registered, he or she will 
receive a post card that lists his or her ward, precinct and voting location.
   To avoid long lines on election day and to allow extra time to study the 
ballot, all registered voters can cast their vote by mail. Mail-in applications 
are available at the Cuyahoga County Board of Elections website (www.
boe.cuyahogacounty.us) or by calling the BOE at 216-443-3298.  You can 
also pick up applications at all public libraries.
    Voters interested in serving as poll workers may call 216-443-3277 or 
apply on-line at the same websited mentioned above.   

Who do you know? Our neigh-
borood is full of talented and 
committed residents who are 
making our city a vibrant and 
rewarding place to be. This 
column is devoted to highlight-
ing those who make Bellaire-
Puritas what it is. We’d like 
to hear from you about the 
neighbors you know.

Melinda, a painting 
entitled “Venus” and at 
work in her Art League 
studio.

New retailers, restaurants open

New commercial establishments have been sprouting up throughout the 
Bellaire-Puritas community in recent months. Above is Nana’s, a new eatery 
at the Holiday Inn on West 150th Street. Also new to the neighborhood are 
Happy’s Pizza at Marc’s Plaza (West 150th Street and Puritas Avenue) and 
Fat Guys Bar and Grill 2, which purchased the old Danny Boy’s on Puritas 
Avenue.

...Even more volunteer opportunities

The annual Bellaire Puritas Neighborhood Summit 
is coming up on October 24.  If you’d like to volunteer to 
help plan or implement the event, or if you have ideas for 

speakers, agenda, etc., please give us a
 call at 216-671-2710.



Landscaping
   Ideas Inc.

“Your personal yard 
care specialists.”

Call Steve & Liz (Thomma) Szyarto at 216-252-1231

Our company specializes in reworking all 

types of landscape projects, from complete 

renovations to jobs such as installation of trees, 

shrubs, perennials, annual plants, and mulch.

Complete Residential 
and Commercial Lawn 
Services including:

• Design & Planning
• Fertilization
• Sod and Seed
• Mowing
• Core Aeration
• De-Thatching
• Slice Seeding
• Free Estimates
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GJS  
General 

Contractor  

GJS General 
Contractor 
has always 
been a fam-
ily and neighborhood 
business in the West 
Park area for 14 years. 
As licensed and bonded 
company, we are com-
mitted to serve our 
customers needs in a 
timely and professional 
manner. 

 ********** Here comes winter! ********  
 SPECIAL OFFER!  

Gutter & Downspout Cleaning   
Caulking around doors & windows 

Chimney Caps & Inspection  
 Add some Insulation to keep warm 

 
Free Estimate! 

 

Call 216-577-4065  
Ask for Greg! 

Email: 
gjscontractor@sbcglobal.net 

Winter is 
coming! We can 
help you finish 
those  projects 
from Summer 

Carpentry 
Porches-Decks-Fence-

Garage –Repairs—
Insurance Claims -More 

 
Electrical 

Lighting—Fans—Panel– 
Repairs  

Plumbing 
New & Repairs —Water 

Heaters— 
Toilets—Faucets—

Dishwashers  
Flooring 

   Ceramic—Laminate—
VCT—Carpet  

Remodeling 
Kitchens— Baths—

Basements  
Painting 

Exterior—Interior 
Power Washing 

Call 216-577-4065 and schedule 
those repairs or improvements! 

Licensed & Bonded 

There is local help for hoarders
   If you know of a family member, friend or neighbor who struggles with a hoarding prob-
lem, help is available. Hoarding is considered a problem when it effects a person’s ability to 
function, and it can be become a health risk to the hoarder and sometimes to neighbors. 
   Experts say anywhere from 2% to 5% of the population might have this condition, and 
it can be treated.  The Hoarder Connection of Cuyahoga County can offer help and can be 
reached at 216-791-8000 or on the web at www.HoarderConnectionCC.org.

The name Rockport lives well beyond the township

Senior of the year 
for 2012 in Ward 18 
is Caroline Paull
  
  Each year, the city of Cleveland 
honors someone in each ward who 
best exemplifies good citizenship 
and a spirit of community and 
generousity in serving his or her 
neighborhood.
   This year, at the annual Senior 
Day ceremony on May 17, Mayor 
Jackson and Councilman Martin J. 
Sweeney honored Caroline Paull, 
a long-time resident of W. 139th 
Street.
   Caroline served for eight years 
on the Bellaire Puritas board of 
trustees, and has volunteered 
countless hours in activities at 
Blessed Trinity Church, including 
work at the Bountiful Basement 
hunger center. She’s also partici-
pated in Democratic Ward Club 
events.
   Caroline has two children and 
two grandchildren.  We at BPDC 
are proud to have had her on our 
board and thank her for many 
hours of service to us and our 
community.

   The West 130th Street Tri-League, Puritas Baseball
League other sports leagues in West Park are experiencing one 
of their best seasons yet in terms of team participation and, of 
course, weather.
   The Tri-League has 20-plus teams in 2012, and as of this 
writing was about half-way through the season, with the clos-
ing day coming up on Aug. 4 (the location for the wrap-up 
ceremonies had yet to be announced).
   Opening ceremonies were held in late May, and included a 
parade, remarks from local dignitaries and introductions of the 
teams to the community. 
   Teams are sponsored by local organizations such as Bellaire 
Puritas and the West Park Vets,  elected officials including 
Councilman Sweeney, and neighborhood businesses such as 
Shelly Asphalt, Dennison Auto Parts, GagePro, Sunny Auto 
Sales, Setta Trophy, Kent’s Landscaping, and Pull-a-Part.
   The Tri-League is organized, coached and run entirely by 
volunteers, and managed by local resident Daryl Lehman. 
Divisions include t-ball, junior novice, senior novice and  
hardball, and girls’ softball.
    The Puritas  Baseball League plays at the Maplewood  
Diamonds on the far west side of the neighborhood, while the                                                                                            
Tri-League plays its games primarily in McGowan, Gilmore,  
Crossburn and Tremont parks. Puritas Baseball includes teams  
from the Kamm’s area, as well as nearby suburbs. 
   Congratulations to all our local teams and thanks to the 
many organizers, coaches, umpires, parents, business spon-
sors, ice cream stands, and all others who make the summer 
so fun and  rewarding for the children and youth of West Park.

    If you’ve noticed the name 
“Rockport” popping up in more 
places lately, that’s not a coinci-
dence. 
   The Rockport Apartment 
complex (renamed from Hawk’s 
Landing) on Puritas Avenue and 
the Rockport Farmers Market are 
just two entities to adopt what 
actually is a very old West Park 
name. 
    According to the book, 
From Rockport to West Park,

published by the West Park His-
torical Society, the area where 
BPDC and many of our readers 
now reside, was named Rockport 
Township by white settlers around 
1819. Before that, the legal terri-
tory of the Connecticut Western 
Reserve named it Town No. 7, 
Range 14.
    Early settlers probably gave the 
area its name because so much of 
it was characterized by rocky sedi-
ment, especially along the river.

   The territory eventually became 
a township, and that ultimately was 
annexed to the city of Cleveland in 
1923.
    Before that, however, the Rock-
port name was given to a race track 
(the Rockport Hamlet Driving 
Park); a railroad yard (where the 
Triangle neighborhood is now); the 
Rockport Plank Road Co., which 
built roads and bridges, and other 
smaller enterprises.

   So if the name rings a bell, 
it might be because history is 
calling. 

There is such a thing....
   Children ages one to 18 can 
receive a free lunch at any of 
the city of Cleveland recreation 
centers, now until August 17. 
For those in the BPDC service 
area, or Ward 18, call Gunning 
Park Rec Center for information, 
216-671-7900.

The Flycatchers with their banner on opening day of 
the Tri-League season. Bellaire Puritas sponsors the  
team, named after the olive-sided flycatcher, a bird 
that lives in the Puritas Wetlands and cared for, in 
part, by BPDC. We’re also hoping the team lives up 
to the name in the outfield. The team is comprised of 
boys and girls in the junior novice division, grades 
one to three.

The boys and girls of summer are off to a great start

“Little league baseball is a very good 
thing because it keeps the parents off 
the streets.” -    Yogi Berra
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Farmers market opens, the creek is cleaned and more.....

Crowds enjoyed peace, love, music and art at the 2012 arts festival

From left, above:  attendees gather in front 
of an InterReligious Task Force on Central 
America booth to discuss their purchases; 
below, right, sound engineer Sean Carey and 
his crew worked with musicians to make it a 
magical day;  below, center, children in the 
festival sand box give the festival a big thumbs 
up; below, right: Mamie Lee Mangie cooks 
up some delicious ribs at the St. Paul AME 
food stand, and Revolution Pie, the popular 
Beatles’ cover band, belts out “Eleanor Rigby,” 
“Back in the USSR,” “Dear Prudence” and 
other Sixties tunes on stage.

    Sights and sounds from the Sixties came alive in 
Jefferson Park on June 3 at the annual Bellaire Puritas 
Arts Festival. The theme was “Peace, Love and Art” 
and all three were in abundance, along with music and 
food.
    The event showcased more than 15 artists, commu-
nity groups and food vendors selling ribs and burgers, 
fries, Italian and Cambodian dishes, and pastries. 
    The many hundreds of attendees enjoyed some great  
bands, too. They included the headliner “Revolution 
Pie,” which channeled all our inner Beatles. Kids had 
fun making peace-sign key chains and tie-dye bandan-
as at the hands-on art stations, and the little ones got a 
chance to play in the giant sandbox.
    All in all, it was pretty far out. Thanks to Council-
man Sweeney and the city’s Special Events Depart-
ment, the city crews who helped set up, all our busi-
ness sponsors and our fabulous volunteers.

    Besides the arts festival, a host of activities took place in our cor-
ner of West Park this summer and spring. On June 2, the annual clean 
up of the Chevy Branch of Big Creek river (which runs through our 
neighborhood near West 130th) featured young and old alike (photos 
to the right) clearing debris out of the water and its banks; below, 
youth take part in a June 20 trip to the Cleveland Metroparks Rangers 
Museum and a talk with one of the rangers; and the spring sweep of 
West 130th took place in May (below, center.) 
   The Hattie Larlham Doggie Day Care center on Brookpark Road 
had its official ribbon cutting and opening in May, attended by 
elected officials and those from the county and state agencies that 
serve people with disabilities; and on June 13, the Rockport Farmers 
Market opened for business, with produce sellers and bakers selling 
their wares and jugglers providing entertainment.   
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SEWERS CLOGGED? CALL US!
18100 Lanken Ave.  Cleveland, Ohio  44119

Helping Northeast Ohio homeowners achieve, preserve,
and sustain the American dream of homeownership

for over 36 years.

NMLS# 224131

5700 Broadway Avenue . Cleveland, OH 44127

Homebuyer Education • Down Payment Assistance
Loan Document Review & Closing • Credit Counseling
Home Improvement Loans • Foreclosure Intervention

Reverse Mortgage Counseling

216.458.HOME (4663)
www.nhscleveland.org

      If you join the West Park Wheelers, be 
prepared. Along with cycling adventures, 
you  might be introduced to gourmet do-
nuts and Mexican food.
      At least that’s been the food fare to date 
for a grassroots club of bicycle enthusiasts; 
they’re West Park residents who share their 
love of two wheels and have been meeting 
to discern the interests and preferences of 
local residents.
     The group was launched after BPDC 
hosted an educational bike tour of 
greenspaces in West Park on May 23. After 
seeing the Puritas Wetlands (one block 
south of Puritas east of West 147th) and 
Jefferson Park, and traveling through all 
three West Park city wards (17, 18 and 19)  
the bikers rolled into Peace, Love and Little 
Donuts at Kamm’s Plaza to restore their 
lost carbs. 
      Many of those on the tour gathered 
again on June 18 at Si Senor Mexican res-
taurant on Lorain Avenue. The meeting of 
20 passionate attendees yielded the start of 
the West Park Wheelers, which will orga-
nize biking and other activities to promote 
both cycling and the West Park area.
     Activities will include group rides for 
members and the general public, biking 
events that support local businesses and 
parks, bike safety events, and tours of West 
Park to market the area to residents and 
visitors.  The group would like to encour-
age physical changes in the streetscape to 
accommodate all types of vehicles.

  Bellaire Puritas neighborhood resident Mike Griffith also wants to organize a five-mile historical 
tour of the area  
   Along with the great food at the tour and first meeting, the Wheelers shared the reasons why they 
ride their bikes.  Some ride for fun around the neighborhood and in the Rocky River Metroparks, 
some ride to shop and save money on gas and parking, some commute to work and school, and oth-
ers just like to see new places and meet friends as they roll.
    As of this writing, the West Park Wheelers were planning to ride in the Independence Day 
Parade at Kamm’s Corners, and to host cyclists from the Cleveland Critical Mass ride in June that 
starts in Public Square on the last Friday of the month. 
    For more information about the bike club, contact Rachel Napolitano at BPDC (216-671-2710) 
or r.napolitano@bpdc.org or see the Bellaire Puritas Development Corp. Facebook page.
   Note: Stuart Survance of the Wheelers will answer bike questions and perform free bicycle re-
pairs on the second Sunday of each month at the Kamm’s Corners Farmers Market, from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. The market is behind Walgreens on Lorain Avenue.

West Park Wheelers promote biking, neighborhood

West Park Wheelers:

Bikes, burritos and brainstorming at Si 
Senor’s on June 18;

Rolling out the donuts after a 
West Park bike tour on May 23.

Mediation can help: If you’re having problems with a neighbor or a  
business nearby and need help to try to solve the conflict, consider using  
BPDC’s conflict resolution and mediation program. Call Ian Heisey at 
671-2710, ext. 219.

Help keep our neighborhood clean 
and our city sustainable. 

Remember to recycle!
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Seniors: low-cost rides
are a phone call away
   If you are 60 or older and need a ride to a doctor’s appointment, to the 
grocery store or other errands, the Senior Transportation Connection will be 
there.
   The STC is a project of Cuyahoga County; it works in partnership with 
municipalities to provide information and referrals to seniors on the best way 
to get from point A to point B. It also offers direct transportation with its own 
vehicles and drivers in many areas, including Ward 18.
   For just a $1 a ride each way and by giving two days’ notice by phone, 
seniors can have a van at their doors anytime between 8:30 a.m. and 4 p.m. 
Monday through Friday.
   Trips are limited to once a week. For Cleveland residents, errands like 
shopping are limited to the city limits, but for medical appointments you can 
travel anywhere in Cuyahoga County. STC coordinates the trips as best they 
can to get riders to their destinations efficiently.  
   Last year STC provided 600 trips a day for seniors all over Cuyahoga 
County with a fleet of 30 vehicles. To register for the service with the Cleve-
land Department of Aging, please call 664-2833. In order to schedule a 
ride, call Senior Transportation Connection 1-800-983-4782 at least by 12 
noon two days prior to your trip. Trips can be scheduled up to two weeks in 
advance.  

Jump start your home repairs and
improvements with help from
Bellaire Puritas and the city
   Summer is the time for home fix-ups, and it’s not too late to take advantage 
of low-interest loans and rebate programs offered by the city of Cleveland 
and non-profit housing organizations. Many of those programs are adminis-
tered by Bellaire Puritas, or we can help send you to the right place, if you 
need a service we don’t offer directly. Don’t hesitate to call if you have a 
question.

   Here are just two of the programs out there:

CASH:  The Cleveland Action to Support Housing Home Improvement 
Program is designed for owner-occupants and investors who wish to improve 
their properties in the City of Cleveland. In addition to a low interest rate 
(2.3), specialists will guide you through the entire process – from the applica-
tion through the completion of the construction. To learn more, call CASH at 
216-621-7350 or visit their website at www.cashcleveland.org

NHS: Neighborhood Housing Services of Greater Cleveland provides 
home repair loans for both credit worthy and those with credit issues.  The 
home repair loan program gives the homeowner the extra attention needed 
when starting a rehab project. NHSGC will assist you with job specifica-
tions, cost estimates, contractor selection and oversight of your project. Each 
application is reviewed on a case by case basis. Priority cases are those with 
health and safety repairs and code violations. Every application is underwrit-
ten, originated and serviced in house, as well as having professional, and ac-
credited, construction management services. With some of the most customer 
friendly terms (i.e. up to 30 years), NHS lending products are one of the most 
accessible, most responsive, and most affordable home repair loan products 
available. Call NHS at (216) 458-HOME (4663) x 24 or visit their website at 
www.nhscleveland.org.

SHAP:  The Senior Housing Assistance Program is a one-time grant 
administered by the Cleveland Department of Aging that helps income 
qualifying seniors age 60 and over that are owner-occupied in need of critical 
health, safety and maintenance repairs. Typical repairs include roofs, major 
electric work, major plumbing work, replacing steps, porch repairs and the 
installation of ramps. This is a one-time grant. Applications are available at 
the BPDC office or you can call the Cleveland Department of Aging at 216-
664-2833.

   For information about these programs or any housing issues, call Toni Jones 
at Bellaire Puritas, 671-2710. 

Community garden at Blessed Trinity 
reaps a big harvest for area residents

Bellaire Puritas 
says kudos to festi-
val sponsors
   
   The Bellaire Puritas Arts Festival 
would not be possible each year 
without the generous support of 
local businesses. They provide the 
funds that enable BPDC to pur-
chase art supplies, tents, marketing 
materials, fabulous music from 
our great professional bands, and 
much more.
   This year’s sponsors included the 
I-X Center Corp., U.S. Bank, the 
Shelly Company, Anchor Manu-
facturing Co., Numerequip Inc., 
Swiger Coil Systems, PEL Supply 
Co., and Holland Paving.
    Many thanks to them for sup-
porting Bellaire Puritas and the 
Arts Festival.
   

  Be sure to check out all our 
neighborhood news on our 

website:
www.bpdc.org or on our Face-

book page.

Blessed Trinity Church at West 140th and Puritas Avenue is home to a community garden that is providing fresh produce 
to the Bountiful Basement Hunger Center (located in the basement of the church’s Joseph Center).  Parishioners Tom 
and Carolyn Simmonds are heading up the garden efforts. Rev. Doug Koesel, pastor at Blessed Trinity, said the Bountiful 
Basement is now serving about 600 families a month.  Part of the Greater Cleveland Hunger Network, the Basement pro-
vides recipients several days of groceries, which consist largely of canned and dried foods;  the addition of fresh greens 
and other vegetables helps bring a little summer variety to daily meals.

Nearby the community garden at 
Blessed Trinity, and alongside the 
Bountiful Basement Hunger build-
ing, a mother duck has been taking 
care of her eggs in the middle of 
a berry pattch. Blessed Trinity pa-
rishioners have been making sure 
she’s hydrated until the ducklings 
are born.

     
     Cleveland is looking for energy savers: The city of Cleveland’s 
     Office of Sustainability and local environmental agencies are looking
     for city residents who want to save on their heating and cooling bills.
     Under the Cleveland Energy Saver program, homeowners receive a
     free energy audit and, if they decide to enroll in an energy efficiency
     program, incentives and rebates that will help them make home
     improvements. Some income eligibility requirements apply.
     To learn more, call 216-672-3535.



      About Bellaire Puritas:
    Bellaire Puritas (BPDC) is a non-profit community development corporation that strives to better the quality of life in Ward 18 and revitalize its neighbor- 
hoods.  We provide housing assistance, safety and mediation services, help for seniors, planning, community organizing and youth programs.  You can visit us 
on the web at www.bpdc.org. Our offices are at 14703 Puritas Ave. and we can be reached by phone at 216-671-2710.

    BPDC is funded in part by government grants and by grants from private foundations, fee income and donations. Like other non-profits, we seek support, 
in-kind and financial, from our community and other friends who value our work and wish to help us serve our community We also welcome volunteers with an 
interest in contributing to our neighborhood. Thank you for your support.
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Bellaire Puritas Board & Staff
   Officers:
  President: Mary Lou Palermo
  Vice President: Margaret Roudebush
  Treasurer: Sigmund Sesplankis
  Secretary: Jackie Krieger

   Directors: Laneze Jackson, Valerie Jackson, Rev. Doug Koesel,
   Charles Nusbaum, Kris Tabor

    Staff:  
   Executive Director: Bryan Gillooly
   Office Manager: Sheila Duncan-Rawls 
   Receptionist: Peggy Yomnick
   Senior Services: David Kasik, Daniel Conway
   Housing Director: Toni Jones
   Planning & Safety Coordinator: Melissa Miller
   Housing Assistants: Luis Plata, Karen Crocheron
   Resident Services: Judy Schafrick
   Mediation Coordinator: Ian Heisey
   Youth Development Director: Nancy Baxter
   Youth Development Assistant and Neighborhood Marketing 
   Specialist: Rachael Napolitano
   Grants Coordinator: Lori Ashyk

   Computer Lab: Jessica Untch, Judith Opalach

BPDC and Community Calendar

Ice Crime Social: Tuesday, Aug. 7, at Jefferson Park, W. 132 and 
Lorain Avenue. Free ice cream at 7:15 p.m. and the “Smurfs” movie at 
9 p..m. See page 1 for details.

 West Park Airport Committee: Meets on the third Thursday of every 
month at BPDC.  7 p.m. Call BPDC for more information.

Neighborhood Education Committee: Meets on the first Tuesday of 
every month at 6:30 p.m. at BPDC. Exception in August: the group 
will meet on Aug. 14 (second Tuesday).

First District Community Relations: Police-public officials-commu-
nity meeting. First Thursday of every month.  7 p.m. St. Ignatius of 
Antioch Church at West Blvd. & Lorain. 

Community Meal at Christ United Methodist Church: Last Satur-
day of every month at 5 p.m. West 138th Street and Lorain Avenue.

Youth trip to tour Ohio State University in Columbus: For youth 
going into grades 9 through 12; find out about more about college 
and OSU; August 7; donation $10 (scholarships available). Leaving 
BPDC at 7 a.m.;  returning at 7 p.m.  Contact Nancy Baxter at 216-
671-2710 or n.baxter@bpdc.org.

WE CARE Expo: Local service agencies, non-profits and churches of-
fer information in Jefferson Park, Sunday,  Aug. 12, noon to 3 p.m. 
Free hot dogs, drinks, music, school-supply give away. 

Asphalt Cinema:  The last in the series of music and entertainment 
sponsored by Kamm’s Corners Development Corp. will be August 17 
in Impett Park, 3207 W. 153rd. The move Adventures of Tintin will 
be shown at dusk and music by blues musician Wallace Colelman will 
preceed the movie.

Rockport Farmers Market: Fresh produce, bakery and more. Ev-
ery Wednesday from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. at Blessed Trinity Church, 
14040 Puritas Avenue until Oct. 17.

Bellaire Puritas is located at 14703 Puritas Avenue, Cleveland, Oh 44135
Phone: 216-671-2710, fax: 216-671-9868

FAA study almost done, cont.
Continued from page 1

   The FAA also is reviewing measures to update a “Fly Quiet” proce-
dures manual for Hopkins to distribute to airlines and measures to 
keep the public informed about noise issues, including data on noise 
levels and flights causing the most noise. 
   The noise abatement measures do not include continuation of the 
sound insulation program. Hopkins’ study indicated that there were no 
more homes in the loudest noise zones left to be insulated (or that all 
the eligible homeowners who wanted the insulation had already used 
the program).
   There are several ways to view the noise maps and to review the FAA 
recommendations. Bellaire Puritas has hard copies of the documents 
at its office (14703 Puritas Ave.) as does the Department of Port Con-
trol at Hopkins (19501 Five Points Drive, Building #206 from 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.). You can also view them online at Hopkins website’s media 
relations-press releases link (CLE-public opinion of FAA Noise Com-
patibility page). 
    Comments can be submitted to the FAA directly (care of Katherine 
Delaney, Detroit Airports District Office, 11677 South Wayne Road, 
Suite 107, Romulus, MI, 48174) or to Hopkins (care of Traci Clark, 
Deputy Chief of Planning and Engineering, 19501 Five Points Drive, 
Building #206, Cleveland, Ohio 44135). 
   If you have questions about the Part 150, contact Lori Ashyk at 
BPDC. She works with the West Park Airport Committee, a group of 
local residents that monitors noise issues and advocates for quieter 
skies. 


