
I am thrilled to join 
the Bellaire-Puritas 
Development Corpo-
ration team in the role 
of Youth Develop-
ment Director for the 
West Park neighbor-
hood.  I come to the 
position with seven 
years of experience 
in youth develop-
ment and after-school 

programs, most recently with the City of Lakewood’s 
H2O “Help to Others” youth service-learning pro-
gram. In the past I have also worked and volunteered 

for youth organizations dedicated to literacy,  
English for speakers of other languages, sports  
and recreation, mentoring, and civic engagement.  
My position includes supporting and expanding 
existing youth programs, developing and bringing 
in new programs, and connecting youth to programs 
that fit their needs and interests.  I believe that the 
more we surround young people with positive  
influences and opportunities, the more likely they 

Coming together to celebrate neighborhood  
development and leadership will have a touch 
more festivity this year, thanks to the reggae 
band playing during the 6 o’clock hour, Ras 
Pablo and True Culture.  
The 13th Annual Neighborhood Summit  
Celebration’s guest speaker is Ralph Pfingsten 
from the West Park Historical Society (WPHS).  
As an author and historian, he will present 

“Where? What? Who is West Park?,” by the 
Summit committee’s invitation.  Mr. Pfingsten 
wrote a history of West Park as he set out to write 
a history of John Marshall High School.
Dinner is graciously provided by Councilman 
Martin J. Sweeney and Freddy at RJ’s Beverage 
during the first hour of the event in the social 
hour.  There will be raffle tickets sold on-site 
to benefit our programs for seniors and youth, 
although the celebration is free, as always.
In addition to meeting neighbors and new 

Since our last edition of this neighborhood news-
paper, Bellaire Puritas Development Corporation 
(BPDC) and Kamm’s Corners Development Cor-
poration (KCDC) together sponsored “Visioning 
Sessions” with 
the assistance of 
Strategy Design 
Partners, a con-
sulting firm based 
on the west side 
of Cleveland. At 
the two public 
meetings about 
50 people offered 
their perspective 
on the strengths 
and challenges of neighborhood life in West Park.  
Diverse types of housing stock, including a wide 
variety of single family homes, as well as apartment 
buildings, are a strong part of high quality of life in 
these westernmost neighborhoods of Cleveland, ac-
cording to those participants.
“It is a front porch community” I remember some-

one saying when reporting back from their small 
group discussion, meaning it is the kind of com-
munity where neighbors look out for each other and 
stop to talk while out on neighborhood walks.  At 

the same time it was clear 
that housing types – including 
very little new housing con-
struction in the neighborhood 
lately, and the presence of va-
cant or abandoned homes due 
to foreclosure and financial 
crisis present the neighbor-
hood new problems to address 
before they get worse. 
In addition to the public meet-
ings, the two organizations 

organized several focus groups; one-on-one meet-
ings with area business leaders, senior citizens, the 
two council people and several school officials; and 
a survey of over 500 people was conducted - the 
results of which are being tallied as I write.
It was encouraging that neighbors were well versed 
and ready to talk about both the positive aspects 
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Piazza in our park! Inspiration for this idea came 
while watching people congregate in the town  
square of Giancarlo Calicchia’s hometown in Italy 
this summer. 
Public art is com-
ing to Jefferson Park 
this fall with the help 
of Mr. Calicchia. 
He first became 
connected to the 
neighborhood when 
BPDC contacted him 
to work with us and 
CMSD on which 
metal and stone pieces of the former John Marshall 
High School should be salvaged before demolition to 

be used in the new school and in public art through-
out the community. 
Jefferson Park was chosen as the site of the first  

installation of public art plan for the  
W. 140th corridor because of the key  
role the park plays in the community. 
Community-building through the park 
was discussed in depth during the plan-
ning process for the Lorain Avenue 
streetscape and the public art plan  
(which inspired the Jefferson Park  
Summer Series, which is being  
extended through October there).

In phase one, a large stone arch will be built that will 
act as gateway into the park.  Building on the theme 
of creating community, Calicchia wants to create in 

Piazza alla Jefferson Park

Meet Vanessa Lange, youth development director

Register for Art House classes now and see  
the schedule of classes on the calendar on 
the paper’s back page.  All classes are free.

Giancarlo Calicchia: photo credit: Rachael Sommer

By Bryan Gillooly, Executive Director Bellaire-Puritas Development Corporation



Greetings from your Councilman, Martin J. 
Sweeney!  

I hope this message finds all of our  
wonderful ward 16 neighbors well and 
ready to enjoy the beautiful fall season.  

This summer has brought a lot of con-
struction throughout our ward and with 
it some adjustments to the traffic patterns 
in our neighborhoods.  Mainly, the newly 
repaved section of Puritas between West 
150th Street and West 160th Street has 
been especially causing some headaches 
with the new shared bike lane markings.  
Cleveland is becoming more function and 

more pedestrian, bicycle, mass transporta-
tion and car-friendly. We are taking steps 
to make traffic safe for everyone no matter 
their mode of transportation.  Please be 
patient when traveling on the new roads as 
everyone adjusts to the new traffic patterns.  

The construction and orange barrels have 
especially had an impact on our local 
businesses in ward 16.  Please don’t forget 
that these businesses are still open dur-
ing construction and need your patronage.  
Take part in our local flavors and visit 

our businesses – a healthy small business 
district is vitally important to keeping our 
city thriving.  

I encourage you to call me at the Ward  
16 office at 664-2942 or my house at  
252-0986 with any of your concerns  
or questions.  Together we can make  
a difference.    

Councilman Martin J. Sweeney

Ward 16

Bard High School open house
After much anticipation and curiosity, 
Bard High School Early College opened in 
West Park on the campus of the Cleveland 
Metropolitan School District (CMSD) 
Brooklawn campus on W. 117th St., swing-
ing doors open for 9th and 11th graders 
only.  The school is a partnership with Bard 
College of New York with CMSD.

At the 
ribbon-
cutting 
Septem-
ber 5th, 
the entire 
student 
body as-
sembled, among Leo Botstein, the  
president of Bard College; Dumaine  
Williams, principal and professor of 
biology of the school; alumni from Bard 
College; Robert E. Eckardt, executive vice 
president of the Cleveland Foundation; and 
David Abbott and Ann Mullin, executive 
director and senior program officer for  
education, respectively, at the Gund 
Foundation.  Both foundations and local 
business has supported this small school, 
which is tuition-free to all families.

During a student panel, West Park youth 
leader Justine Gordon explained along with 
her classmates what it was like to be at 
this school, which teaches classes seminar-

style.  The students expressed welcome 
surprise at how they were asked their 
opinions in a classroom environment, and 
then enjoyment and challenge at having to 
defend their opinions with multiple forms 
of evidence to their classmates and profes-
sors in class seminars.

Many of the teachers have their Ph.D. in 
the subjects they teach, as Bard students 

complete two 
years of col-
lege courses 
while at the 
school.  This 
enables many 
students to 
complete an 
Associate in 

Arts (A.A.) when they graduate from high 
school, without having to go off campus.

The students on the panel described pride 
in knowing their professors cared about 
them as whole individuals, not just as  
students and some described that interest  
as being evident right from the interview  
to be admitted into the school.

The school is holding two more open 
houses for prospective families from 
5-6:30pm: November 13th and December 
10th.  To register for the open house or to 
find out more information, contact Sarah 
Schneider at sschneider@bhsec.bard.edu 
or 216-838-9707.

The Cleveland Metropolitan School 
District’s Ballot Issue 4 is good for the 
neighborhood. 

The Cleveland Metropolitan School  
District (CMSD) has been a good steward 
of the first round of local funds to improve 
school facilities. You may remember  
or you may have heard, back in 2001, 
Cleveland voters passed a levy to allow 
CMSD to secure bond funds strictly for 
the physical development and improve-

ment of school facilities. At that time 
CMSD created a long-term plan and has 
made good progress on that plan. Now 
that levy needs to be renewed, so the 
school district can forge ahead on the 
long-term facilities master plan.

In our neighborhood alone, CMSD built 
4 new schools so far and is in the process 
of building John Marshall High School.  
The passage of Issue 4 at the polls this 
November 4th will provide an extension 
of the existing levy – it is not a new tax – 
that will allow CMSD to improve 6 more 
schools in West Park. 

The schools facilities master plan includes 
improvements to Clara Westropp, Douglas 
MacArthur and Valley View schools and 
a new design for Newton D Baker.  The 
Brooklawn school building, home to the 
innovative new Bard High School Early 
College that opened this school year is 

also scheduled for improvements should 
the levy pass.  The plan also allows for 
older buildings that have been well used 
and are not needed by the school district 
in the long run to be sold or demolished  
if necessary.

BPDC staff works closely with the facili-
ties and capital improvement planning 
staff at the CMSD in order to include 
immediate neighbors, interested parents 
and community members throughout the 
planning phase and construction process.  
We hope to work with you on the new 
school plans, should the levy pass.

It is frugal to pass this bond issue, because 
every $1 raised by the local school district 
for school facilities will be matched by $2 
of state funds for school improvements.  
Without the local funds to put forward, 
the district could not attract the 2:1 state 
match – and they could not afford neces-

sary improvements or needed repairs.

In this economy, we can all imagine what 
it is like to live near dilapidated building. 
Thanks to the bond issue, our neighbor-
hoods have seen how a new or improved 
school attracts positive interest. Students 
and families like having good schools in 
their neighborhood.  Homeowners and 
neighborhood business investors recog-
nize the vitality that stems from popular 
new and improved schools.  A renewal of 
the levy will provide for complete repair 
or replacement of the rest of our neighbor-
hood schools.

As Cleveland voters, let’s see the comple-
tion of school improvement plans we’ve 
made. Let’s finish what we started – On 
November 4th, vote YES on CMSD  
Issue 4.
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Vote yes on Issue 4 to improve 6 West Park schools
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Neighborhood stability: factors and strategies
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Toni Jones, Housing Director of BPDC and 
assistant, Julie Dahlhausen attended the 
Ohio Reinvestment Summit sponsored 
by National Community Reinvestment 
Coalition (NCRC) on September 8th. 
The National Community Reinvestment 
Coalition is an association of more than 
600 community-based organizations that 
promote access to basic banking services, 
including credit and savings, to create  
and sustain affordable housing, job  
development and vibrant communities  
for America’s working families. 

Many workshops were available during this 
day-long seminar on topics such as payday 
lending, fair housing, housing counseling, 
disinvestment in Ohio communities and 
more.  Over 200 were in attendance from 
social service and community develop-
ment fields. One of the most noteworthy 
topics that directly assists our community 
was Jane Fumich, Director of Aging for the 
City of Cleveland presenting on the topic 
of ‘Economic Security of Older Adults and 
Neighborhood Stability’. Her office over-
sees a holistic approach to helping older 
adults and adults with disabilities  

in need. There is an ‘Elder Economic  
Standard’  that is a measure of quality of 
life and comfort for older adults to age in 
place.  Factors affecting this ‘standard’ are 
foreclosure, utility disconnection, eviction, 
unsafe living conditions, poor nutrition, 
long term financial problems, vulnerability 
to scams, and mental health conditions. 
The Office on Aging assists older adults 
on public benefits, jobs, finances, health, 
legal services, housing and aging network 
services.

The Economic Security Project was found-
ed in 2010 and is comprised of a team of 
trusted agencies such as the Benjamin Rose 
Institute, Cleveland Tenants Organiza-
tion, Fairhill Partners, Legal Aid Society, 
ESOP, Community Housing Solutions and 
the Cleveland office of Fair Housing and 
Consumer Affairs as well as many more 
were established for this special approach 
to assist our aging population. For more 
information please call 216-664-2833.

Ms. Dalhausen, who also attended a 
workshop entitled “Stable Homeowner-
ship Through Housing Counseling,” says, 
“Through these workshops it was reiterated 

to us that community revitalization is a 
multi-faceted issue. We were reminded that 
if we want to continue to make a difference 
in our neighborhood, we need to create and 
sustain creative, efficient, and local strate-
gies molded to our unique needs.”

“As housing assistant at BPDC and 
Kamm’s Corners Development, I work 
with residents and commercial build-
ing owners to uphold the high hous-
ing standards that have made West 
Park such a desirable location. Some 
duties include helping to survey the 
neighborhood, distributing resources 
for home improvement, and offer-
ing general assistance to our city’s 
residents.”

BPDC offers light home main-
tenance assistance to income-
qualified senior citizens who have 
completed an application, provided 
by BPDC to interested residents.   
In the winter, the service is usually 
a snow removal service that is only 
guaranteeing a shoveled path from 
the house to the street so that there 
is access for doctor’s appointments 
and meals-on-wheels deliveries 
and other urgent cases.  Cases are 
reviewed and ranked for priority  
in the moment to help our seniors 
stay safe and cared for in their 
homes in the aftermath of a snow-
storm.  (We do not have a plow.)

If you are interested in an applica-
tion, contact Judy Schafrick at 216-
671-2710 ext. 203. 

If you would like to make a dona-
tion to BPDC to help fund our 
senior home services, especially  
to help us fund our equipment  
purchases, please send a check 
made out to “BPDC” or donate at  
www.bpdc.org.

Assistance
Snow Removal

24 Hour Appointment  
Line

Celebrate at the  
BPDC Summit  

Oct. 29th  
with West Park  

Historical Society 
(see calendar for details)

518-4014

for help with utilities
HEAP n PIPP

578-4014

Available in:
women’s cut  

(shorter & trimmer sleeves  
& wider at the hip)

men’s cut 
& children’s sizes, too

Special sizes can be ordered
$12 (checks made payable to “BPDC”)

“Celebrating West Park” t-shirts available  
at BPDC events & at the office

Inquire with Rachel at 216-671-2710 x216 for more information
AMERICAN-MADE through and through & UNION-PRINTED in RED with blue & white lettering

Meet Julie Dahlhausen



On May 15th, Kathy Williams, a parent at 
R.G. Jones, asked Cleveland Metropolitan 
School District (CMSD) CEO Eric Gordon 
for a 1 hour earlier start time of 8:30am for 
the 2014/2015 school day.
“Our community is thrilled Mr. Gordon 
responded YES to our requests and our 
parents are delighted 
to learn their children 
will be participating in 
an hour of homework 
help AND an hour of 
enrichment activities 
after school,” according 
to Mary Jo Cotner, Site 
Coordinator for R.G. 
Jones. 
“The EDGE” program will run Monday-
Thursdays, 3pm-5pm. The first hour,  
3pm-4pm consists of a snack & homework 
and the second hour, 4pm-5pm contains 
the sports, activities & social clubs. The 
EDGE will be in session for six, 5-week 
sessions during the school year. 
The goal of The EDGE is to further culti-
vate and increase our student’s attendance, 
academic scores and social emotional  
development.  Although these programs 
are for R.G. Jones students, if there is 
room available, they will take outside 

enrollment. 
More great news at R.G. Jones!
R.G. Jones has been awarded a 21st 
Century Grant to provide additional 
afterschool programming that will start 
later this school year.  This grant has very 

rigorous accountability 
expectations and is a 
very competitive grant.  
This programming 
will further help R.G. 
Jones’s wraparound 
strategy to create an 
immediate and high-
quality impact in the 
academic success of 
students there.

For more information please contact Mary 
Jo Cotner, Site Coordinator for R.G. Jones 
at 216-920-7143 or mary.cotner@cleve-
landmetroschools.org.
Help invest in the life of Cleveland 
school students: Volunteers Needed!
You can make a big difference in the life of 
a young scholar in the critical after school 
time by volunteering a few hours a week 
to help our youth with tutoring/homework 
and/or enrichment activities.
Robinson G. Jones is a Cleveland “Invest-

ment School” in the West Park neighbor-
hood which has made great academic 
progress and needs community support to 
continue the trend. R.G. Jones’ extensive 
2014/2015 after-school program, entitled 
The EDGE, has been created which offers 
tutoring and enrichment to students be-
tween 3pm and 5pm Monday-Thursdays. 
Even an hour a week will be helpful!  
Orientation and support will be available 
by the site coordinator of the wrap around 
program. A background check will be 
required. 
For more information please contact 
Mary Jo Cotner, Site Coordinator for R.G. 
Jones at 216-920-7143 or mary.cotner@
clevelandmetroschools.org. Thanks for 
considering it!

Valley View 
Boys Leader-
ship Academy 
is a Cleveland 
Metropolitan 
School that 
opened in 2007. 
It is a new and 
innovative 
school that 
serves the needs 
of west side 

boys grades Pre-K to 8.  It features family 
events for the student body, extracurricu-
lars, and a multi-talented principal!
Single gender education has many benefits 
that include greater academic focus, less 
distraction and an environment and cur-
riculum that is designed to serve learning 
needs of the male gender. The staff, which 
was handpicked, represents a group of 
professionals who have a strong under-
standing of what it takes to work with boys 
which includes designing thematic learn-
ing opportunities and hands-on lessons. 
With all day Pre-K and Kindergarten 
classes, smaller class sizes, gifted classes 
as well as foreign language instruction 
that begins at Pre-K, it is a unique school. 
Valley View students have the opportunity 
to experience boy’s choir and team sports 
(basketball, soccer and track and field) 
as well as Boy scouts. Our curriculum is 

academically rigorous and during the 6 
years it has been open, it scored Excellent 
and Excellent with Distinction on the ODE 
school report card. 
Some successful events that Valley View 
hosts include a Math and Literacy night, 
and Fallfest which is a harvest festival  
for students and their family. In May,  
the school holds a UN night in which  
students explore and celebrate the diversity 
of our families and enjoy the culture and 
foods of other countries. There is also  
an annual Pancake breakfast for our  
students and their families. 
Valley View’s Head of School Dr. Terrance 
Menefee is a former CSMD graduate who 
has been in Education for 24 years and has 
been with Valley View since its incep-
tion. He is a children’s author and enjoys 
football and performing as a deejay in his 
down time. 
The school’s mission statement is the 
belief in the quality education of young 
gentlemen. They currently have open 
enrollment.  Families can call and make an 
appointment to take a tour with our princi-
pal Dr. Terrance Menefee (216-251-3876) 
or drop in during school hours (8:15am-
3:30pm).Valley View Boys Leadership 
Academy is located at 17200 Valley View 
Avenue in Cleveland off of Rocky River 
Drive.

By Stephanie Massey-Cole, paraprofessional in the Valley View planning center
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The EDGE comes to R.G. Jones and a 21st Century Learning Center, too

Boys only! Innovative West Park School

Yes! John Marshall High School (JMHS) is being com-
pletely rebuilt for the 21st Century right now as JMHS 
students attend the 9th Grade Academy at the Nathaniel 
Hawthorne building on W. 130th St. and the main campus, 
located in the Carl F. Shuler building on Terminal Ave. 
But did you know the building will have more than just 
a facelift of its academic design?  Community stakehold-
ers, including councilmen, businesses, parents, students, 
teachers and BPDC have been helping to create Guiding 
Principles for the redesigned JMHS academic culture and 
they have been adopted by the Cleveland Metropolitan 
School District to use as they design what kind of aca-
demics and how many schools will make up the  
“John Marshall” high school experience in West Park. 

The design principles include:
Small School Campus to enable the personalized atten-
tion and relationship-building that has been so successful 
on the John Hay campus
Focus on high quality college & career readiness for 
success in college or technical schools
Safe climate built on inclusiveness and pride
A vibrant community where all students find their pas-
sion and feel they have a place in the school
Rigorous curriculum that sets high expectations and 
graduates all students ready to be successful in college 
and careers

Relevant and differentiated teaching that engages 
students in ways that ensure mastery of minimum stan-
dards and that ensures a personalized approach to helping 
students learn
School-community partnerships to support the design 
for an open and accessible school building after hours to 
engage the neighborhood and make the school the center 
of community strength
Community learning/volunteerism with opportunities 
to connect young people to real world experiences to gain 
skills and work experience.

Academic design principles committed for new John Marshall, more than facelift
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t I’m a John Marshall High School graduate, Class of 2014. I have participated  

in leadership with Bellaire-Puritas Development Corp. for over two years now. 
Through them I found Y.O.U. (Youth Opportunities Unlimited). I have worked 
for Y.O.U. for 2 years now at Hasani Garden Camp for both years. There, I 
worked with Chinetha Hall, the camp director. 
I learned a lot of skills from my supervisor Ms. Hall. We didn’t just work in a 
garden or at the camps. We were taught business etiquette, networking, and 
how to run our own business. Ms. Hall is the owner of her company called 
Hasani Management and through her business she runs the Hasani Garden 
Camp. At the garden camps, she has children young and old learn yoga,  
sustainability, organic gardening, and healthy eating. As Junior Farmer  
Coordinators we assisted Ms. Hall with teaching the children each segment  
of the camp. She included us in also planning the camps. We did research  
on healthy recipes and different things to teach the kids. I loved working with  
the kids at the camps and I hope future Y.O.U. workers consider working here.
I had a great time working with Ms. Hall and Y.O.U. Having a summer job 
helped show me how to be responsible with my money. I learned how to save 
money and spend appropriately. I wasn’t just given my money, I had to work 
for it, so it made me feel good about working. It also helps that they give you 
a savings account. It really helps you keep track of your money and spending. 
Having my money in a savings account helped assure it didn’t burn a hole in 
my pocket. 
I also got to meet new, great people. I made friends while able to work with 
friends I already had. I looked forward to going to work and getting to work 
and learn new things each day. This experience has taught me skills to get a 
job.  Now I’m working a “real” job and going to school at the same time.
Elissia Collins is a West Park resident and 2014 graduate of John Marshall  
High School. She is attending Cuyahoga Community College and has plans  
to eventually get a degree in law. 
In 2013 she was recognized by the office of Cuyahoga County Executive  
Ed Fitzgerald and Youth Opportunities Unlimited as an outstanding  
summer employee.

By Elissia Collins

“The EDGE” after school program 
opened with over 100 students and 
will include: scouts, soccer/writing 
enrichment with America SCORES, 
Art House art classes, babysitting 
class, pediatric CPR & first aid cer-
tification, NBA Math Hoops, cheer-
leading, chess club, duct taping, 
high-stepping, Junior Achievement, 
rowing with CMSD Rows, swimming, 
gymnastics/tumbling, volleyball, 
basketball, Cleveland Museum 
of Art, Cleveland Playhouse, golf, 
VEX Robotics with Cleveland State 
University & Shaker High School, 
Science Olympiad, and the 21st 
Century Learning Program for our 
7th & 8th graders.

Free Tutoring for K-8 at 
216-623-7053.

Free community center for all ages opens Nov. 3rd
Schools as Neighborhood Resources (SNR) offers arts & crafts, tutoring, basketball, 

table tennis, line dancing, free blood pressure checks( twice a month), and dinner for 
kids (18 and Under).

Welcome Mr. Gary Galaszewski as the new site coordinator of the program!
Artemus Ward School, 4315 W. 140th St.

Monday-Thursday, 6:00pm-8:00pm
November 3rd – April 30th

www.neighborhoodleadership.org

216-658-1360

Kathy Williams and youth with CEO Eric Gordon



Kelley’s Pub, located on West 136th Street 
and Lakewood Heights Boulevard, opened 
in September.  Earlier this year, Brian 
Barnes purchased a building that has been 
vacant for the past four years when the pre-
vious owner decided to close his bar.  Brian 
chose this location to open his Irish sports 
bar because, “it is in a prime location and 
is a promising business opportunity and it 
offered a real chance to improve this corner 
and the neighborhood. “
The pub will be open 7 days a week from 
11:00am until 2:00am, except on Sundays 
when they will close at midnight.  Brian 
has worked out an arrangement with  
Ferris’s Deli next door to serve Ferris’  
food at Kelley’s Pub.  You will be able 
to order Ferris’ entire menu from the pub 
Monday through Saturday and the food 
will be brought right to you.  On Sundays 
there will be pizza and appetizers at the pub 
so be sure to stop in and watch the Browns 
play some football this fall.
Kelley’s is also looking to sponsor sports 
teams, like bowling or softball, so if your 
team is looking for a sponsor be sure to 
drop by.

Vinny’s Beverage, owned by Paul Vasko, 
on the corner of W. 136th and Lorain 
Avenue recently went through an exterior 
renovation 
that includes 
a new park-
ing lot, new 
signage and 
lighting, 
and new 
landscaping.  
The neigh-
borhood 
mainstay is 
located in 
a build-
ing Paul’s 
father, Vin-
cent Vasko 
purchased in 
1985 for his laundromat that was located 
in the neighboring Marc’s Plaza since 
1974.  The laundromat is still located 
behind the beverage store and also got an 
improved storefront through this reno-
vation.  Paul used the assistance of the 
Neighborhood Retail Assistance Program 
though the City’s Economic Development 
Department for this renovation which 
included not only the exterior renovation, 
but an energy efficiency audit and interior 

lighting upgrade that will help save on 
electricity costs in the future.
Paul opened the beverage store in 1987 

after finishing school at Case Western 
Reserve University.  Twelve years 
later Paul purchased a home in the 
Jefferson neighborhood and has both 
lived and worked in the neighbor-
hood ever since.  Paul “likes that 
the Jefferson neighborhood is an 
authentic city neighborhood where 
you can walk, bike or take public 
transit easily to get where you need to 
be.”  He likes the convenience of liv-
ing in the city and this neighborhood 
because there is, “so much access to 
festivals, unique restaurants, activi-
ties, concerts and sporting events.” 
Paul has recently begun to get much  

more active in the neighborhood. People 
gather at Vinny’s and always talk about 
what is going on in the neighborhood.  
In order to make sure people get accurate 
information about what is happening in 
the community and in order to get more 
people connected to each other and the 
neighborhood, Paul started a nextdoor 
website for his neighborhood in 2012.  
Currently there are over 471 members 
who use the website who talk about  

everything from lost dogs and garage 
sales to suspicious activity in the neigh-
borhood.  He also has gotten people more 
involved in neighborhood watches in 
the Jefferson area. In 2013 Paul received 
the First District Community Relations 
Award for his outstanding work in our 
ward, including his involvement in the 
Lorain Avenue streetscape planning and 
the public art planning process. Most 
recently he was involved in the West Park 
Gay Games committee which welcomed 
people from around the world to our 
neighborhood and Cleveland in August.  
When not busy at the store, Paul can often 
be seen walking his dog in Jefferson Park 
in the evenings talking to many residents 
along the way.
Be sure to stop by and see the great 
improvements at Vinny’s Beverage the 
next time you are looking for a nice bottle 
of wine or some local craft beers in the 
neighborhood, or even if you just want 
an ice cream sandwich and some nice 
conversation.  
If you are a business looking to make some 
improvements to your own store front 
please contact Melissa Miller at 216-671-
2710 X214 or at m.miller@bpdc.org.
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Kelly Pub opensVinny’s owner invests in store and community organizes

Piazza cont. from pg 1

phase two a cozy, friendly seating area in 
the grassy section in the northern part of 
the park.  This space will allow for people 
to gather much like they would in a tradi-
tional town square.  

Giancarlo Calicchia is an artist, master 
sculptor and the founder of Calicchia 
Sculpture & Design Studio specializing  
in sculpture, large scale public art and  

design.  His mediums include stone, 
bronze, wood and glass. Mr. Calicchia 
was born in Italy and moved to the 
United States when he in 1957.  In 1979 
he moved to Cleveland. Mr. Caliccihia 
worked on major architectural stone  
projects in many Cleveland buildings 
including Tower City, The Ritz Carlton 
Hotel, The Skylight Office Tower, and 
North Point, in additional to many other 

buildings around the country and in  
Europe and he has art recently installed  
in Kent and Miami of Ohio.

He donated his time to gather input from 
school children at our local schools on 
West 140th Street for the public art plan 
and worked with them on drawing their 
ideas about community and public art for 
our plan.
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Puritas’s new traffic pattern includes sharrows, questions
A recently repaved section of Puritas 
Avenue between West 150th St. and 
West 160th St. has been given new 
“sharrow” pavement markings. Many 
of our residents are unfamiliar with 
these new markings and as a service to 
those residents we want 
to share this fact sheet 
to help explain the new 
roadway markings and 
signage.
BIKE SHARROWS
What is a “sharrow”?
Sharrow is short-
form for “shared lane 
bicycle marking”. This 
pavement marking includes a bicycle 
symbol and two white chevrons and is 
used to remind motorists that bicyclists 
are permitted to use the full lane. There 
are no striped bicycle lanes on streets 
marked with sharrows. However, with 
or without marked sharrows, bicyclists 
are encouraged to travel on streets and 
follow traffic laws just as any other 
vehicle on the road. This includes 
encouraging bicyclists to avoid riding 
on sidewalks.
Why have “sharrows” been installed 
on Puritas Avenue?
Cleveland streets must function for pe-
destrians, bicyclists, buses – and cars. 
Incorporating sharrows on our streets is 
part of the Cleveland’s effort to make 
the city a safe place for multiple modes 

of travel, encourage healthy lifestyles, 
and environmentally friendly transpor-
tation. This is a part of the Cleveland’s 
Complete & Green Streets Initiative 
and other efforts to improve the city’s 
transportation environment.

Where else I find “sharrows” on 
Cleveland streets?
Sharrows have been installed in the  
following locations:
Franklin Blvd: Between West 25th 
Street and West 85th Street
Ontario Street: Between Carnegie 
Avenue and Public Square
Madison Avenue: Between West 65th 
Street and West Blvd.
Valley Parkway: Cleveland Me-
troparks, Rocky River Reservation, 
What do these sharrow markings 
mean for bicyclists?
Sharrows are used to assist bicyclists 
with positioning on a shared roadway. 
Sharrow markings are also meant to 

remind bicyclists to share the road 
with motorists. Sharing the road means 
bicyclists should:
Ride your bicycle predictably
Follow the rules of the road
Watch for motorists when making lane 
changes and turns
Ride in the correct direction of travel  
at all times
Should cyclists and motorists only 
share the road in lanes with sharrow 
markings?
Cyclists and motorists should share the 
road on all these streets regardless of 
whether there are pavement marking or 
signs encouraging them to do so.
What do these sharrow markings 
mean for motorists?
Sharrow markings are used to alert 
motorists of the location a bicyclist 
may occupy within the travelled way. 
Sharrow markings are also meant to 
remind motorists to share the road  
with bicyclists. Sharing the road  
means motorists should:
Drive your vehicle predictably
Follow the rules of the road
Watch for bicyclists when making lane 
changes and turns
When parked, check for bicyclists 
before opening your door
Be respectful of both bicyclists and 
pedestrians

Be aware that bicyclists are vulnerable 
to different hazards than drivers (e.g. 
minor pot holes and debris), so give 
them space to maneuver. Even where 
there are no sharrows or bike lanes, 
motorists should always share the road.

Exploring cont. from pg 1

Your Next!

Summit cont. from pg 1

Want to start a business?  
Want to move one in or 
renovate?  We can help.  

Learn more at 
www.bpdc.org/business-

matters/

Thanks to Ohio City Bicycle Co-op, 
neighborhood volunteers, and the 
Friends of Jefferson Park, this year’s 
Ice Crime Social, a National Night 
Out Against Crime event in Jefferson 
Park, included a bike rodeo.  Youth 
received free helmets and helmet-
fittings and instruction and practice 
on how to check your bike for safety 
and how to ride safely.

Photo courtesy of Rachael Sommer of Friends of 
 Jefferson Park, friendsofjeffersonpark@gmail.com

and the tougher realities to residen-
tial, commercial & industrial and the 
school life in West Park. 
The Staff and Boards of Directors 
of both organizations are looking 
forward to the results of this Vision-
ing Process, as they each look to the 
sustainable future of both BPDC and 
KCDC for the decades ahead. 
At this point in time the two orga-
nizations get along well. BPDC and 
KCDC recognize common needs in 
their respective service areas and com-
mon challenges. We work together in 
many ways to address neighborhood 
problems. We share staff and exper-

tise when it comes to neighborhood 
support for city housing code enforce-
ment and the development of major 
transportation plans. The two agencies 
cooperate to serve seniors throughout 
West Park, and BPDC also supports 
and operates West Park MyCom youth 
development programs that serves 
hundreds of young people from over 
a dozen schools throughout the two 
service areas.  While ward boundaries 
and elected leadership change over 
time, these two community develop-
ment organizations remain invested 
in the success of the many neighbor-
hoods and neighbors in West Park.

The opportunity BPDC and KCDC 
have at this particular moment in 
time is the consideration of long-term 
cooperation or even agency consolida-
tion in the future.  With funds growing 
tight and operations costs escalating, 
it is the right thing for the agencies 
that each serve the public, to consider 
ways of working together and save 
the taxpayer and private donor dollar. 
Council people have supported the 
conversation between the organiza-
tions; the two agency directors have 
sought and secured grant funds  
for consideration of the risks and  
advantages, and now the neighbors 
have chimed in to help refine our 

perspective.  
In the coming months, both boards  
are expected to receive the full report 
of this study. The intent is to equip 
each organization’s leaders and stake-
holders with a clear understanding of 
what community development work 
this neighborhood needs and a snap-
shot of the neighborhood’s sense of 
priority for that work.  While it is too 
early to tell if anything or what will 
happen, it is fair to say throughout  
the winter and spring the boards and 
staff and area stakeholders will care-
fully consider how to shape each orga-
nization separately or join together to 
best address neighborhood needs.

friends, the social hour includes a com-
munity expo with over a dozen neigh-
borhood committees, civic groups, 
afterschool enrichment programs, and 
nonprofits, including The Centers for 
Families and Children, located on 
Rocky River Drive, and the WPHS.
Presentations will describe new and 
future neighborhood developments 
as well as explain the One West Park 
study process and an update on what it 
has found already in terms of items for 
a plan for West Park.
Awards will be presented to Gunning 
Recreation staff for going above and 
beyond in their service to youth;  

Rachael Sommer for her leadership 
with the Jefferson Park Summer Series 
and her role helping to start the Friends 
of Jefferson Park; and Jack Nichols for 
his work with the Cleveland Bomb-
ers, a youth football, basketball, and 
cheerleading program that practices in 
Emery Park.
Paul Vasko of Vinny’s Beverage 
(named after his father) will be hon-
ored with the Ann Irizarry Business 
Award for his dedication and involve-
ment in: The Lorain Ave. Streetscape 
community engagement process, the 
public art study for the W. 140th St. 
corridor, the West Park Gay Games 

Welcoming Committee, and his recent 
investment in his own storefront’s curb 
appeal on Lorain Ave.
Ras Pablo and True Culture has per-
formed at the Midwest Reggaefest, 
Wilbert’s, The Grog Shop, Camelot 
Hall, and the Kent Reggae Festival.  
The only woman in the band, Toni 
Medley, also performs as a solo act 
with her acoustic guitar and resides  
on the westside with her husband,  
Berman Medley, the band’s bass 
player.  The band likes to promote 
peace with its music.
The Celebration is from 6pm-8:30pm  
at 14040 Puritas Ave. in Fogarty Hall 

beneath Blessed Trinity Catholic 
Church and it is handicapped-acces-
sible.  Presentations and awards start 
just before 7pm.  Ras Pablo and True 
Culture can be heard on www.reverb-
nation.com/RasPablo. 

by Martin Cader, bicycle and pedestrian coordinator for the City of Cleveland Planning Commission



“Mediation was the best thing we could have done. If 
we would have gone to the prosecutor, the problem 

would have gotten worse because our neighbor would 
have been less likely to come to an agreement.”

Contact Ian at 216-671-2710  ext. 219 to discuss your 
options in your conflict.

Neighborhood Leadership Cleveland (NLC) wants you!

Wanted: new and experienced leaders who want to gain confidence,  
learn skills, and use their voice to actively participate in effecting change. 
Participants will come away from the class with a deeper sense of their 

own purpose as leaders, a greater appreciation for the assets of their 
neighborhood, and a lifetime connection to the Institute’s network  
of more than 1,000 other grassroots leaders. Together, they’ll share  
a common goal—to improve the quality of life for communities in  
Greater Cleveland through collective leadership and engagement.

Presented in partnership with Cleveland State University, NLC is a  
19-week course held January through May, 2015. Classes will be held on 
Thursday evenings from 6pm-9pm., with dinner at 5:30 p.m., and include 
a leadership retreat, group projects, coaching, and neighborhood tours.

For more information, call 216-812-8700 or visit  
www.neighborhoodleadership.org.

The November 4, 2014 General Election
The November 4th General Election will include candidates for  

U.S. Congress, Governor, and statewide offices, the Ohio House and  
Senate, County Executive, County Council (in odd numbered districts),  

judicial seats, and issues.

 Election Day voting: The polls open at 6:30 a.m. and close at 7:30 p.m.

Bring proper identification when voting:  a current and valid photo  
identification card, driver’s license or state issued identification, military 
identification, a copy of a current utility bill, bank statement, government 
check, paycheck, or other government document that shows the voter’s  

name and current address.

Voters need to know their ward, precinct, and voting location.  Voters may 
check at: www.443VOTE.com. or call the Voter Information Hotline at  

216-443-VOTE (8683). 

Early voting hours start September 30th and go until Nov. 3rd go to 
www.443VOTE.com or call 216-443-VOTE to get the voting hours each day.

The West Park Community Coalition organized the West Park Community Festival on August 
16th in Emery Park on W. 130th St. and invited these performers on stilts, one of whom is  
graciously exchanging a small gift with a  young girl before hula-hooping with the youth.

Got Conflict?

Vanessa cont. from pg 1

Community Days

Golden Point Drive-In opened in 1960 
at 14810 Puritas Avenue, just east of 
West 150th Street. The fast-food revo-
lution which changed America’s eating 
habits was just getting underway. The 
Golden Point chain, out of Chicago, 
was first to open in the Bellaire-Puritas 
neighborhood, beating industry giant 
McDonald’s into the area. Many baby 
boomers had their first fast food – a 
hamburger and fries – eating in the 
family car at Golden Point on Puritas.
All the Golden Point Drive-In 
branches were identical. A “chateau-
style” building made up of triangles 
of porcelain enameled steel crowned 

with a 21-foot-
high golden 
point. The roof, 
covered in bright 
red metallic tile, 
swept all the 
way down to the 
ground and pre-
sented a striking 
contrast to the 
golden point at 
the peak. The 
soaring profile of 
a Golden Point 
Drive-In, with 
its yellow, red, 
green, and white 
tiles, made an 
impressive sight 
against the blue 
summer sky. 
Food service 
was at two walk-

up windows in front of the building. 
There was no inside or outside seating. 
Diners ate in their cars or took their 
meals home. The menu featured ham-
burgers, cheeseburgers, French fries, 
chocolate shakes (no vanilla!), Orange 
Crush, Coca Cola and root beer. They 
also served grilled cheese sandwiches, 
fish sandwiches, Cole slaw, coffee and 
milk. Their fried chicken was served in 
cardboard buckets stuffed with 14 ten-
der pieces of Heavenly Fried Chicken 
with a full pound of French fries for 
only $2.99!
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Golden Point Drive-In by Gary Swilik of the West Park Historical Society   www.westparkhistory.com

All Golden Point Drive-Ins were constructed from plans filed with the U.S. 
Patent Office. The Puritas branch was virtually identical to the one above 
in Dayton, Ohio.

are to make healthy choices and stay 
on target to achieve their goals and 
dreams.  There is no greater invest-
ment we can make than in the growth 
and development of our youth.
In recent years, the West Park neigh-
borhood has made great strides in  
increasing both the quantity and  
quality of programming available  
for youth, including more creative  
arts classes, career exploration and 
employment opportunities, and leader-
ship development training.  As I look 
ahead to the future, I plan to continue 
and strengthen these programs, while 
also working to further expand our 
reach and impact. 
Specifically, I envision collaborating 
with our many neighborhood partners 
to expand our programming in three 
key areas: 1) Introducing more sci-
ence and technology programs that 
will enhance our youth’s math and 
science competencies and engage their 
interest in STEM related careers. 2) 
Tapping into young people’s kindness 
and compassion and deepening their 
commitment to environmental and 
social responsibility through a variety 
of community service learning proj-
ects. And, 3) Strengthening our youth 
leadership by providing targeted skills 
training and additional opportunities 
for youth to take ownership of projects 

that they design and implement. 
I welcome and encourage your input 
on these target areas, as well as your 
ideas for other approaches we can 
take to ensure West Park is a neigh-
borhood where all children have the 
opportunity to thrive.  I look forward 
to meeting many of you in the com-
ing weeks and months and having 
these conversations.  One way that 
youth, parents, and other concerned 
residents can contribute to the discus-
sion is by attending West Park’s Youth 
Mobilization Team meetings.  BPDC 
convenes this monthly meeting to 
bring local youth-serving agencies and 
neighborhood youth together to share 
updates and gather input on current 
and future youth programs and events.  
The Youth Mobilization Team meets 
the fourth Tuesday of every month 
at 5:30pm in the community room at 
BPDC’s offices.  We would love to  
see you there! 

West Park Teen Job Club starts  
Oct. 22nd at BPDC and meets weekly 
with 8th-12th graders.  Learn to get  
a permit, make a resume, interview, 
and meet local employers and visit 

businesses. 4:30-6pm every Wednes-
day  Call 216-671-2710 ext. 218 to 

sign-up.

Register for youth to work on Printmaking, Ceramics,  
Mixed Media, including paint and collage with Art House, Inc  

by calling Vanessa at 216-671-2710 
(see calendar)



Bellaire Puritas Board & Staff
Officers:
President: Jackie Krieger
Treasurer: Sigmund Sesplankis
Secretary:  Charles Nusbaum

Directors: Kris Tabor, Weldon Maples, Daryl Lehman

Staff:  
Executive Director: Bryan Gillooly
Receptionist: Peggy Yomnick
Senior Services: David Kasik, Daniel Conway
Site Coordinator at RG Jones: Mary Jo Cotner  
Housing Director: Toni Jones
Neighborhood Planning Coordinator: Melissa Miller
Home Energy Assistants: Anthony Brown, Karen Crocheron
Resident Services and MyCom Data Specialist: Judy Schafrick
Mediation Coordinator: Ian Heisey
Neighborhood Marketing Specialist and Youth Development  

 Assistant: Rachel Napolitano
Youth Development Director: Vanessa Lange
Computer Lab: Kadie Szymchuk, Children’s Educator
 Tracey Mullin, Adult Educator

BPDC and Community Calendar

October 2014

November 2014

B
ellaire Puritas

D
evelopm

ent C
orporation

14703 Puritas Avenue
C

leveland, O
H

 44135

October 1, Wednesday: Free fresh produce, rain or shine, 4:30–6:30pm.   
Bring ID and bags/carts.  No lines before 4pm; 14040 Puritas Ave.

October 9, 16, 23, Thursdays: Art Classes with Art House! Dia de los Muertos 
Workshop and Parade (Family Class). Registration forms for all classes are available 
at the BPDC offices. For additional information contact Vanessa at (216) 671-2710.

October 11th: Jefferson Park Harvest Festival and Youth Activities Fair.  Pet  
costume parade, pumpkin decorating, scavenger hunt, and more. Representatives 
from a wide a variety of youth programs will be present with information on  
upcoming programs and events!

October 11th: Music at West Park Library. Enjoy free, live music performed  
by student musicians from the Cleveland Institute of Music. Event will be child-
focused, with pieces from “Peter and the Wolf” and introductions to the instruments. 
2:00pm, West Park Library Branch, 3805 W. 157th St.

October 15, 22, 29, Wednesdays: Art Classes with Art House! Printmaking Class.  
Kindergarten-Grade 1. 4:00-5:00pm at R.G. Jones School, 4550 W. 150th St.

October 25th: Make a Difference Day service project (Project details TBD - Contact  
Vanessa at BPDC for more information). 3:00-5:00pm at Gunning Park Recreation  
Center. Youth and adults. Drop in to make a t-shirt to make a commitment to peace  
and nonviolence.

October 29, Wednesday: Neighborhood Summit Celebration.  Meal and reggae 
concert at 6:00pm. Program starts at 7:00pm and ends with a dessert social at 8:00pm.  
Fogarty Hall, 14040 Puritas Ave., beneath Blessed Trinity Church.  All ages, handicap 
accessible. 

November 1: HEAP Winter Crisis utility assistance program starts.  
216-518-4014.

November 4: Election Day. Polls open at 6:30am and close at 7:30pm.  
www.443VOTE.com or 216-443-VOTE (8683) for more information.

November 5, 12, Wednesdays: Art Classes with Art House! Printmaking Class. 
Kindergarten-Grade 1. 4:00-5:00pm at R.G. Jones School, 4550 W. 150th St.

November 5: Wednesday: Free fresh produce, rain or shine, 4:30–6:30 pm.  
Bring ID and bags/carts.  No lines before 4pm; 14040 Puritas Ave.

November 8: Saturday: Craft and Fun Fair, 9:00am-4:00pm, A wonderful 
selection of hand-made crafts, baked goods and other items will be on sale just in 
time for the holidays! There will be fun and bargains for all ages and budgets! Hot 
lunch will be available. Christ United Methodist Church, 3625 W. 138th Street.

November 14th: America SCORES Poetry Slam.  Students from Artemus  
Ward and R.G. Jones will join other CMSD elementary school students to  
showcase their talents by performing original poetry, both as individuals and 
teams. 6:00-8:00pm, Cuyahoga Community College Metropolitan Campus  
Auditorium, 2900 Community College Ave.

November 22nd: Cuyahoga County Youth Summit.  Cleveland State University  
Main Classroom Building. Contact Vanessa at 216-671-2710.

Bellaire Puritas is located at:
14703 Puritas Avenue   n   Cleveland, OH 44135
Phone: 216-671-2710   n   Fax: 216-671-9868

www.bpdc.org

1st Tuesday: Neighborhood Education Committee @ 6:30pm.   
Neighborhood Education Team meets at BPDC. All are welcome. 

2nd Tuesdays: West Park Airport Committee normally meets at BPDC’s  
Mary Kaser Community Room at 7:00pm. Check www.bpdc.org for details

4th Tuesdays: West Park Youth Mobilization Team @ 5:30pm at BPDC

Wednesdays, starting October 22nd, 4:30–6:00pm., West Park Teen Job Club: 
open to 8th-12th graders, at BPDC office, call Vanessa at 216-671-2710 ext. 218  
or v.lange@bpdc.org

1st Wednesday: John Marshall Alumni Association Trustees Meeting  
@ 7:00 pm. Bethany English Lutheran Church, Triskett & Lorain. Meet in the  
lower level. Meetings are open to all Alumni including current & retired faculty  
and staff.

Last Thursday: First District  Police Community Relations Committee, open to  
the public, at St. Ignatius of Antioch school cafeteria, 10205 Lorain Ave. Questions?  
Contact Tammy, Community Relations Representative, at 216-664-6634 or email  
thanna@city.cleveland.oh.us.

2nd Sunday of the month (except holidays): Community Meal, 12:30–1:30pm., 
handicapped accessible, all are welcome, 14040 Puritas Ave. in Fogarty Hall beneath  
Blessed Trinity Church

Last Saturday: free community meal for all at Christ United Methodist Church,  
5:00pm., 3625 W. 138th St., www.christumc.com

Tuesday: Friends of Jefferson Park Committee meeting in the park @ 5:00pm.:  
 (by the picnic tables under the gazebo). All are welcome. Contact Rachael at  
friendsofjeffersonpark@gmail.com or 330-635-8047 for more information.


