
J-U-N-E spells “summer” to most of us... since we 
learned how to spell, so BPDC’s annual festival on 
the first Sunday in June has been renamed the West 
Park Summerfest to better approximate the spirit 
of the season.  The 
Sammy De Leon 
Quintet and its Latino 
rhythms is confirmed 
as one band that will 
take the stage. Sum-
merfest is the perfect 
place to enjoy the  
vitality of calling 
West Park home 
and to set down  
your roots deeper 
into community  
life here.  

“Celebrating West 
Park” t-shirts will be 
for sale to show your 
neighborhood pride, 
sure to make you the 
envy of your neigh-
bors at your next barbecue.

Kickoff your summer festivities by sitting back in 
Jefferson Park enjoying open-air concerts, a plate of 
savory delights and sweet treats from any number 

of tasty food stands, and celebrate West Park with 
neighbors, family, and friends.  It will be sure to inter-
est your curious co-worker or cousin to take a second 
look at what West Park has to offer a visitor or poten-

tial new homebuyer.

The West Park Summer-
fest will also celebrate 
the public art installation 
coming to Jefferson Park, 
the first in the recently 
completed public art plan 
for the W. 140th corridor.  
Whether you are new to 
the neighborhood or are 
4th generation, the public 
art plan will be a part 
of history that you can 
check out at the BPDC 
table. 

The first installation of 
public art in the plan will 
be built of stone recov-
ered from John Marshall 
High School and sculpt-

ed with the inspiration of residents of West Park, but 
in the hands of Giancarlo Calicchia, the prominent 
sculptor responsible for work around the world... and 
the “jumping” water fountains of Tower City.

Neighborhood Family Practice (NFP), a federally 
qualified non-profit community health center, was 
recently awarded a federal grant that is part of the 
Affordable Care Act. One of just eleven health 
centers in Ohio and 243 nationally to receive this 
funding, NFP utilized an initial grant of $316,000 
in operational funds to open a new office in the 
Bellaire-Puritas neighborhood in Puritas Park Plaza, 
next to Family Dollar.
“This neighborhood was identified by NFP for ex-
pansion because there is currently no doctor’s office 
located in that area – there is a real shortage of high-
quality, primary care,” said Jean Polster, president 
and CEO of Neighborhood Family Practice. 

The Puritas office opened in March with limited 
hours, but beginning April 7, will offer regular hours 
as follows:

Monday 9:30 am – 8 pm
Tuesday 8:30 am – 4 pm
Wednesday 8:30 am – 5 pm
Thursday 8:30 am – 5 pm
Friday 8:30 am – 4 pm

Doctor Jim Diekroger and nurse practitioner  
Brandi Dobbs will be treating patients at the NFP 
Puritas location, along with a complete staff of 
medical assistants, nurses, patient advocates,  
mental health staff and certified nurse midwives. 

The doctor is in...your neighborhood!
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Stay up-to-date by signing  
up on our website for more frequent  

e-newsletters. 
www.bpdc.org

Saturday, May 3rd 2014
7:30 - 8:15 am Race Day Registration
8:30 am  -- 5k Start
8:35 am -- 1 Mile Start
Blessed Trinity Catholic Church
West 140th at Puritas, Cleveland, Ohio
Registration Fees
Pre-register: $20.00 by Wed. April 30
Race Day Registration: $25.00
On line registration at www.peaceracing.com

Volunteers are needed to go out on the course and direct participants (and other roles) on that day.  
Please contact Rachel at BPDC to register as a volunteer as soon as possible: 216-671-2710.

For more information, see  
full article on page 4 

Spring has finally arrived in Cleveland and 
along with the warmer weather, the neighbor-
hood is seeing two road construction projects 
begin.  
The first is the Puritas Avenue resurfacing 
project, which includes all of Puritas Avenue 
from W. 130th Street to Rocky River Drive.  
This project, which began at the end of March,  
includes a complete asphalt resurfacing of the 
street, pavement base repairs where needed, 
new sidewalks, drive aprons and curbing as 
needed, catch basins, ADA compliant curb 
ramps, tree plantings in certain sections of the 
corridor, and a new striping plan for the street.  
The new striping plan will bring Puritas Avenue 
down from four lanes to three lanes, an east-
bound lane, a westbound lane and a center  
turn lane, from Rocky River Drive to west of 
West 160th Street.  The current traffic patterns 
(two lanes in each direction) will be maintained 
from West 160th Street to a few streets east of 
West 150th Street to allow for optimal traffic 



flow at the busy intersection of West 
150th Street and Puritas.The three 
lanes will then continue east until right 
before the West 130th Street intersec-
tion where the current traffic pattern 
will be maintained.  In the areas of  
Puritas Avenue where traffic is 
brought down to three lanes, bike 
lanes will be installed going both 
westbound and eastbound.  This 
change is in accordance with the 
Cleveland Master Bike Plan.
The street reconstruction will occur 
in two phases.  The first phase will 
go from Rocky River Drive to West 
150th Street and the second phase  
will go from West 150th Street to West 
W130th Street.  Phase one should be 
complete by mid-July and then phase 
two will begin and be complete by 
November.  During the reconstruction 
of Puritas Avenue two-way traffic will 
be maintained at all times via a traffic 
shift and cars will not be detoured. 
All the businesses and residences on 
Puritas during construction will be 
accessible.
Warren and Triskett Road reconstruc-
tion is also beginning this spring and 
will be complete by December, 2015.  
From April 2014 through July 2014 
Warren Road construction will occur 
from Lorain Road to Munn.  Triskett 
Road construction will commence 
in April 2015 and be completed by 
December 2015.  
The scope of the Warren/Triskett 
project included complete asphalt 

milling and resurfacing and pavement 
base repairs where needed, repair and 
replacement of sidewalks, aprons and 
curbs where needed, the installation of 
ADA compliant ramps at all intersec-
tions, the removal of traffic signals at 
Triskett and West 120th, West 139th 
Street, and West  144th Street, and 
new signage and striping.  The project 
will also realign the intersections of 
Triskett and Berea and Triskett and 
Lorain to increase the safety of both 

pedestrian and vehicular traffic.  From 
Triskett at Lorain, a driver will be able 
to turn either left or right onto Lorain. 
When approaching Triskett south-
bound from Berea, a driver will be 
able to turn either left, right or con-
tinue onto Berea.  
Traffic patterns will not change on 
Warren Road or Triskett Avenue from 

West 117th Street to Berea Road.  
Triskett Avenue from Berea Road to 
Lorain Avenue will drop down from 
four lanes to three lanes, a lane in each 
direction with a center turn lane.  

On-street parking in this section of 
Triskett will be eliminated and bike 
lanes will be installed both eastbound 
and westbound on Triskett.  The one 
exception to this will be in the 14400 
block of Triskett where on-street park-

ing will remain in front 
of St. Mel’s Church in 
the north side only for 
handicapped accessible 
parking. 
Traffic will be main-
tained at all times during 
construction.  Warren 
Road will have one lane 
open at all times dur-
ing construction as well 
as Triskett from Lorain 
to Berea.  Triskett from 
Berea to West 117th 
Street will maintain east-
bound traffic at all time 
and detour other traffic 
to Lorain via West 117th 

Street and Berea Road.  All residences 
and businesses will have access to 
their properties at all times during 
construction.
If you have any questions you can 
either call Melissa at 216-671-2710  
or visit the BPDC website at www.
bpdc.org.

Greetings from your Ward 16 office!   
I hope this message finds our neighbors 
well and ready for the spring season.  

The warm weather gives us a great  

opportunity to reconnect with neighbors, 
meet new people and to learn a new  
activity or two.  Boasting nine parks and  
a recreation center, the Ward 16 community 
provides many fantastic options to do so.  
Many of the area parks provide activi-
ties, sports, outdoor games and organized 
arts and crafts projects throughout the 
summer. Our ward also has the Gunning 
Recreation Center, which provides year-
round programming for children, adults 
and seniors alike. This summer, Gunning 
Recreation Center will offer many classes 
to keep kids and adults busy including 
learn-to-swim classes, softball leagues, tap 
and ballet classes as well as various cardio 

and exercise classes throughout the week.  
Please call Gunning Recreation Center at 
216-420-7900 for class schedule and other 
recreational programming information.  

Council recently held hearings to review 
the Mayor’s estimate and passed the budget 
for the city of Cleveland for 2014.  Council 
has diligently worked with the administra-
tion to close any potential gaps and balance 
the budget, however, some difficult deci-
sions will be headed our way due to the 
announcement of the state budget cuts. As 
we work through these issues, I would like 
to assure residents that council is commit-
ted to keeping our city’s financial health 
strong in addition to ensuring community 

needs are met.  

As always, I appreciate the privilege to 
work as your Council representative and I 
hope to see you at one of the many com-
munity functions in our area.  You are the 
eyes and ears of our community, so please 
feel free to call the Ward 16 office with any 
questions and concerns at 664-2942.  

Councilman Martin J. Sweeney,  
Ward 16

BPDC welcomed two new board  
members since our last newsletter edi-
tion; Mr. Weldon Maples and Mr. Daryl 
Lehman. At the time of their selection it 
was important both of these residents in  
our service area already contribute their 
time and energy for the betterment for  
the community in their own way.

Weldon works as the Guest Operations 
Manager at the Cleveland Metroparks  
Zoo, and Daryl, who works at Fairview 
Hospital, makes his community impact  
as Board President of the West 130th  
Tri League and through the Longmead  
Milligan McGowan block club in the  
West 130th street neighborhood between 
the bridges. Our 2014 Executive Commit-
tee - Board President, Ms. Jackie Krieger, 
Vice President Fr. Doug Koesel, Treasurer 
Sigmund Sesplankis, and Secretary Charles 
Nusbaum and all the board were pleased 
to welcome them as members, and we are 
all looking forward to their dedication and 
accomplishments. 

The BPDC board is comprised of residents, 
business and community institution stake-
holders, and persons with a particular skill 
needed on the board (such as marketing, 

legal or fundraising expertise). BPDC 
board members are selected by the board 
for a 3 year term of service, with the possi-
bility of a re-appointment to a second term. 

Changing boundaries, serving beyond

In February the BPDC Board elected to 
change the agency service boundaries to 
the new Ward 16.  These boundaries most 
clearly affect our community development 
services that provide support to area resi-
dents and businesses looking to maintain  
or improve their property. We will shift  
our code enforcement, planning and  
commercial support programs to adhere  
to these boundaries in July.

Many of our programs have a wider reach 
than ward boundaries—with the senior and 
neighborhood cleanup programs serving 
both Wards 16 and 17, youth development 

staff and volunteers focused on the provi-
sion of services to young people throughout 
all of West Park (all of Cleveland west of 
West 117th Street) and our Home Energy 
Assistance specialists helping the State 
of Ohio reach any resident of Cuyahoga 
County eligible for its program.

The new section of our service area  
is largely the part of Cleveland north of  
Lorain Avenue and east of 140th Street 
with the exception of a couple blocks  
immediately across from the Variety 
Theatre.  Our new service area includes 
Arabian Village, Der Braumeister, Caffé 
Roma, Joyful Noise Neighborhood Music 
School, and Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church.  
We are grateful for the level of support and 
assistance provided BPDC by Councilman 
Martin J. Sweeney to serve this new area.

LOOKING TO FIX UP YOUR 
HOME THIS SPRING? 
Below are some low interest 
loans to help you.
Heritage Home Program
Below market interest  
financing (2% or lower)  
Call 216-426-3116.

Cleveland Action to Support 
Housing (CASH) 
Can be used for owner occupant 
or investment property.  
Call 621-7350.

Housing Enhancement Loan 
Program (HELP)
Participating lenders work with 
Cuyahoga County to reduce the 
interest rate on home repairs. 
Call 216-443-2149.

Neighborhood Housing Servic-
es of Greater Cleveland (NHS) 
Loan products available for 
homeowners that do not have 
perfect credit or need critical 
health and safety repairs.  
Call 216-458-4663.

WANT TO BUY?

Third Federal Savings & Loan 
HomeTodayTM Program
Comprehensive program which 
combines group education ses-
sions and personal counseling 
to teach the fundamental skills 
of good financial management. 
Call 216.441.7345.

2 3

A word from Councilman Sweeney

Improving the quality of life for Ward 16 residents

A word from Executive Director Bryan Gillooly
Board of Trustees grows Construction cont. from pg 1

Connect with BPDC via social media
For all of you who haven’t joined us yet, Bellaire Puritas is on Facebook, 
Twitter and LinkedIn, and we’d like to make you part of our network.  
Facebook is a great way to catch up on photos and news in the neighborhood 
and to find out about events and resources. Twitter is another tool to hear  
the latest at BPDC; and LinkedIn is for professionals to use to connect to 
our work and each other. We’d love to read your comments and know what’s 
up on your street, your block, your church or workplace—so we can get to 
know you, too. A couple of staff are also posting to Nextdoor.com in the  
Puritas neighborhood because so many residents use Nextdoor in West Park.

Bellaire Puritas Community Post Bellaire Puritas Community Post

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and LinkedIn Companies.  Visit www.bpdc.org to sign up for our e-newsletter and e-blasts Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and LinkedIn Companies.  Visit www.bpdc.org to sign up for our e-newsletter and e-blasts

Jefferson Park Summer series has something for everyone
Jefferson Park is going to be buzzing with activities this  
summer that will get both kids and adults up and moving!  
The Friends of Jefferson Park is coordinating the Jefferson 
Park Summer Series – a series of events the will run in the 
park from June through September.  All events are free and 
open to the public so make sure you check them out!

Yoga in the Park
An 8-week series of yoga 
classes will be held on 
Thursday nights at 7pm in 
the park starting June 19th 
and running through August 
10th (there will be no class 
on July 3rd).  Both adults 
and youth, whether you have 
practiced yoga before or if 
you are a beginner, are welcome.  The class is being  
taught be an instructor from ZenWorks Yoga.

Music Day
July 19th, 2014 – Jefferson Park Music Day – From 3:00pm 
until 5:00pm the Young Audiences of Northeast Ohio will 
be hosting a class entitled “sound of my own drum” for youth 
in the park.  In the class students will explore African drum-
ming and rhythms. At 5:30pm Cats on Holiday, a fun and 
funky band influenced by country, cajun and blues will be 
performing a concert for the neighborhood in the lawn.

Bike Rodeo
August 5th, 2014 – To celebrate the National Night Out 
Against Crime the Friends of Jefferson Park are hosting a 
Bike Rodeo for youth in the park in coordination with the 
Ohio City Bike Co-op.  Kids will learn basic traffic concepts 
and bike handling skills at this workshop and all participants 
will leave with a bike helmet and lock.  After the bike rodeo 
will be a picnic dinner and ice cream followed by a movie  
on the big screen at dusk.

Basketball Day
September 13th, 2014 – Jefferson Park Basketball Day – 
From 10:00am – Noon the Police Athletic League and  
Gunning Recreation Center will be running a basketball 
skills clinic for youth ages 9-12. At noon there will be a  
lunch for all the kids then a basketball tournament will start 
for youth ages 13-17 at 1:00pm.  The 10-team round-robin 
tournament will end at 4:00pm when the winning team plays 
the Cleveland Police.

Registration
Registration is required for the yoga classes, drumming class, 
bike rodeo and basketball tournament.  You can register by 
emailing Rachael Sommer at renglebry@gmail.com.  Thanks 
to all the sponsors of the Jefferson Park Summer Series: The 
Friends of Jefferson Park, Bellaire-Puritas Development  
Corporation, Councilman Martin J. Sweeney, Gateway 
Church West, Cleveland Police Athletic League, Gunning 
Recreation Center, and Jefferson West Park Auto.

BPDC has been named the Lead Agency 
in the United Way/CMSD Wrap Around 
Strategy to support R.G. Jones School, 
which is one of 17 schools to be named 
an “Investment School.” We are proud  
to welcome Mary Jo Cotner aboard as  
the Site Coordinator for R.G. Jones 
School. She started in February and will 
be responsible for coordinating before, 
during and after school programs for  
all R.G. Jones students and to engage 
parents and the community to invest  
in the school and neighborhood  
surrounding R.G. Jones. 
Mary Jo has a career background in  
advertising sales in TV, radio and 
national print publications. She has a 
strong volunteer background including  
Board of Trustee positions and fundrais-
ing for St. Joseph Academy, Friends 
of Christ Child, Downtown Gateway 
Neighborhood, Cleveland Historic 
Warehouse District, North Cuyahoga 
Valley Corridor, and Cleveland Rowing 
Foundation.
She is an active member in the Ward 17 
Club, is a member of the Cuyahoga 
County Democratic Executive Commit-
tee, and is a lifetime and current resident 
of West Park. To reach Mary Jo at the 
school, call 216-920-7143.

Welcome



Get active, get healthy, and strengthen 
the neighborhood, too by sharing a 
good habit with a neighbor or child by 
walking or running the 2nd Annual Run 
Puritas. Sponsored by PPG Industries, 
it will be professionally timed by Peace 
Racing and a commemorative t-shirt will 
be offered to every participant, regard-
less of distance, either 5k or 1 mile.
Strengthening your body and mind is 
only one way joining the Run Puritas 5K 
and 1 mile fun run/walk strengthens the 

neighborhood.  All proceeds benefit the 
BPDC Annual events series, including 
the West Park Summerfest, Ice Crime 
Festival, and Neighborhood Summit.  
It also helps pay for expenses related to 
our senior services and youth programs 
at BPDC.
This casual race aims to please the new 
runner or walker in providing a posi-
tive experience for every skill level and 
interest.  At the 1st Annual Run Puritas, 
several neighbors completed the 5K 
distance for the first time including 
Jenna Schafrick, Timothy McCue, and 
Ken Robinson.  A handful of participants 
brought their kids in strollers, includ-
ing two double strollers on the course!  
More than one dog was on the course, 

too, so feel free to bring your leashed 
pets to participate, too.  Snacks and 
refreshments will await the athletes  
of both events as they finish.
Age groups awards will go 3 deep  
and are from local family business,  
Setta Trophy.  
Blaser & Mericle, Inc. and Blessed  
Trinity parish, both located on Puritas, 
organized groups of at least 10 and got 
the discount price of $15, which your 
family or organization can also earn 
if you send 10 or more registrations 
together at the same time.  
Packet pick-up for bibs and t-shirts,  
and last minute registration are on the 
evenings of May 1st and May 2nd at  
the BPDC offices.
Only participants who register for 
any distance before April 15th can be 
guaranteed a t-shirt in their size. More 
information about the race is available 
at www.bpdc.org and www.peaceracing.
com is where you can register online.  

Watch a community showing of 
the last part of the HBO docu-
mentary “The Weight of the Na-
tion” on Wednesday, April 23rd 
at Artemus Ward School as part 
of the Neighborhood Leadership 
Institute’s Schools as Neighbor-
hood Resources (SNR) REELTalk 
Series at 6pm-8pm.  Call 216-
203-5917 for more information 
about the movie showing.

Youth-Led Prevention Training

Five energetic youth from the West 
Park MyCom neighborhoods are 
ready to share an important message 
with other youth in the community 
and county. They participated in a 
training late last year that was  
offered by Youth to Youth Inter-
national and the Cardinal Health 
Foundation. Held at the Cuyahoga 
County Board of Health, it involved 
eight hours of learning and practice 
with about 50 other youth from all 
parts of the county. Since then, they 
have studied, prepared resources 
and props, and practiced their  

presentation on The pHARMING 
Effects—preventing prescription 
drug abuse among teens.
The team plans to let other MyCom 
and school groups learn that pre-
scription drug abuse has become  
an ongoing problem in many com-
munities and that everyday 2500 
teens (ages 12-17) abuse such a 
drug for the first time. The message 
will be very clear: Taking MORE 
of what your doctor prescribed 
and taking any drug that is NOT 
YOURS is just POOR.

West Park youth leaders promoted a 
state bill...and it passed!  
On Advocacy Day at Ohio’s Capitol 
Building, this winter, three youth  
lobbied their congressional repre-
sentatives about HB107. The bill 
provides grants to businesses to hire 
high school interns who will then have 
new options for exploring career op-
tions, now that Governor John Kasich 
signed it into law.  
While there, youth leaders had meet-
ings with congressional aides and 
networked with other Ohio youth and 
adult leaders during the day.  Congrat-
ulations, Elissia, Darius and Shayla!  
They are three of the West Park Youth 

that were trained by Voices for Ohio’s 
Children, the advocacy partner of  
the county-wide, MyCom youth 
development network and organized 
Advocacy Day.  
Youth also advocated to curb “zero 
tolerance” policies in schools.  These 
policies are controversial because 
they are based on punishment only, 
and do not get at the root causes for 
the student acting out.  The policies 
disproportionally affect students who 
are minorities or have educational  
or developmental disabilities and 
increase the likelihood that the  
student will end up incarcerated.
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Youth earn victory at the Statehouse

Youth Voice award
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Get your feet on the street with Run Puritas

NFP services include:
n Chronic disease management  for:

- Diabetes
- Heart disease
- Asthma

n Referrals for specialty care
n Discounted prescription drugs
n Lab testing services
n Nurses available by phone
n Wellness education
n 24 hour access

n Same day appointments
n Routine check-ups
n Primary health care
n Health care for infants and children
n Pregnancy tests
n Midwifery pregnancy care  

(at select locations)
n Behavioral health services  

for established patients
n Women’s health care
n Free parking

Need Motivation?

Neighborhood Family Practice/Puritas
14037 Puritas Ave. (in Puritas Park Plaza, next to Family Dollar)

Cleveland, OH 44135
216-928-1950

NFP accepts Medicaid, Medicare and 
most commercial insurance plan, and 
offers services on a sliding scale for 
the uninsured. In addition, NFP has 
Certified Application Counselors on 
staff who can answer questions about 
health insurance coverage and help 
you prepare to apply for benefits in 
2015 if you missed the March 31 
enrollment deadline for 2014.
“We provide quality care to people  
of all ages, from infants to seniors,  
regardless of ability to pay, but we 
pride ourselves on doing what we can 
to help people understand and apply 
for health insurance plans for which 
they may qualify, and also how to  
obtain the maximum benefit from 
those plans going forward,” said 
NFP’s Jean Polster.
In addition to the initial funding, NFP 

will receive $650,000 a year in federal 
funds to run the Puritas location. 
The money is part of $150 million in 
Affordable Care Act dollars that was 
distributed across the country. Com-
munity health centers are receiving 
these funds to provide basic health 
services, including dental care and 
mental health services.
NFP has been providing quality 
primary health care services to pa-
tients of all ages on Cleveland’s near 
west side for more than 30 years. The 
mission of NFP is to partner with 
the community for everyone’s best 
health by providing quality health care 
services regardless of ability to pay; 
treating patients with compassion, dig-
nity and respect; protecting confidenti-
ality; and offering culturally sensitive 
services and community outreach. 

Youth will enjoy interactive stations 
with hands-on art stations and a chance 
to register for summer programs 
throughout the neighborhood.  
Art House, Inc. will professionally  
design and staff some of the art  
stations.  A giant pop-up sandbox  
is always a thrill for youth, too. 
Summerfest runs from 12:00 noon to 
4:00pm on Sunday, June 1, 2014 in the 
center of Jefferson Park, located on the 
corners of Lorain and W. 132nd and  
W. 133rd Streets.

Volunteers are needed and interested 
individuals can contact 671-2710 to 
lend a hand.

NFP is accredited by the Joint Com-
mission for Healthcare Organizations 
and is recognized as a Patient Cen-
tered Medical Home from the Nation-
al Center for Quality Assurance. 

To schedule an appointment at the 
NFP Puritas location, call 216-928-
1950. For general information about 
NFP, call the main office at 216-281-
0872 or visit www.nfpmedcenter.org.

Jefferson Park was once a part of Mr. 
John West’s “park” that the neighbor-
hood is named after, and being so is an 
appropriate location for the new art in-
stallation: a historic work of public art.

West Park cleaned up at the MyCom Annual Meeting with two adults and three youth from 
here recognized, Officer Jackie Burgos of Cuyahoga Metropolitan Housing Authority and  
BPDC’s Nancy Baxter were recognized as caring adults who serve youth in Cuyahoga County 
and Darius Tabor, Jada Soto, and Ashley Morton-Kent (not pictured) received Youth Voice 
Awards for their leadership.



The 
John Marshall 
High School construction project  
is on schedule, according to ICON 
project manager Rich Dopatka, who 
updated neighbors at a community 
meeting on Tuesday, February 4th  
at the West Park Evangelical Friends 
Church. The school is scheduled to  
be completed by August, 2015 and 
will be built for 1260 students. 
All the foundations are in place and 
the masonry bearing walls for the 
main gym and the student dining area, 
and auxiliary gym are in place. The 
three-story main academic wing is 
currently under construction which 
faces W. 140th St. 
Check out a webcam, perched on the 
stadium lighting posts that captures 

every day of 
construction and takes a photo every 
ten minutes. Watch the progress on the 
207,000 square feet building unfold 
at www.iconohio.com and click on 
John Marshall High School to see a 
time-lapse movie of the construction 
process.
An academic advisory committee for 
John Marshall has approved “design 
principles” for what the new school 
will have for an academic focus. 
This group consists of JMH teachers, 
students, parents, principals, JMH 
alumni, a representative from the 
Gund Foundation, a representative 
from PPG, CMSD administration,  
and BPDC staff.  The academic focus 

has 
not been  
decided yet but some of the design 
principles include the categories  
of rigorous instruction to prepare stu-
dents from a diverse social-economic 
community for college and career  
options, strengthening relationships  
to the feeder schools, teaching and 
learning in a small school environ-
ment, school community partnerships 
which will make the school an anchor 
and accessible to serve as a center 
of community after hours and on 
weekends for learning and recreation. 
Academic planning will continue 
through spring, summer and next year 

school year. The design principles will 
ensure that John Marshall will have 
quality programming for students at 
every academic level. Specific aca-
demic programs will be announced in 
early 2015.

Saturday, May 31, 2014 is the 16th Annual Big Creek Clean-up in our Chevy branch of the  
Big Creek. The Chevy branch winds through the W. 130th area and crews will disperse to 
locations after meeting at Brookfield Park, off Guardian Avenue and W. 130th Street at 9am 
and then returning by noon. Thanks to (Left to right clockwise in photos above) Daniel and  
Julia Hearne, Teresa Quint, Bob Rice, Sherry Philips and others for cleaning last year. If you 
are interested in joining in the fun, call Rachel at 216-671-2710, ext. 216 for more informa-
tion and look for Yalinda Moore from Water Pollution Control in the park that morning to get 
oriented. 

On October 30th of last year, many awards were given and many members of the com-
munity shared their plans for themselves and the community at the Annual Neighborhood 
Summit. Gary Sellers of PPG Industries was recognized with the Ann Irizarry Business 
Award and (pictured below) the Golden Age Center at Gunning Recreation Center received 
the Community Builder Award.  Kris Vassily and Candice Cookson were there from the 
Center to receive the award. Some of the special guests photographed below (clockwise) 
include John Marshall senior class president, Brian Mercado, youth leadership awardee, 
Darius Tabor, Carla Coreno of Caffé Roma, and Ernie LaManna of West Park Shell. Also  
receiving youth leadership awards were Ashely Morton-Kent and Jada Soto.  Not pictured 
are special guests Dr. Leann Chrisman from MetroHealth Hospital and Patricia Sweeney 
from Cuyahoga Community College.  Our community gardens were recognized for all that 
they donate to the hungry and for improving the quality of life in West Park: Garden of 
Eatin’, Bountiful Basement Garden, Helping Hands Garden (RG Jones), Riverside Park 
Estates Children’s Garden and Garfield Garden.

Tri-league began in 1974 after a group 
of volunteers organized whatever pick 
up games they could schedule with 
youth from the neighborhood in 1973.  
In 1974 they voted to create an orga-
nization so now a name was needed.  
They all agreed that since the three 
churches were all close to West 130th 
Street why not West 130th Street Tri-
League?
Tri-league 
has served 
thousands of 
Clevelands 
youth over 
the years 
including 
myself.
Our league 
is run solely 
by the volunteers that we have in place 
on the board, coaches, and managers. 
We have been a league that has contin-
ued to grow in recent years despite the 
economy.
Our league survives off of the generous 
donations by our sponsors, and through 
registration fees.
In 2013 Tri-League had just under 400 
participants in our programs.  We ac-
cept 4 year old boys and girls through 
19 for girls and this year 17 for boys.  
We play at roughly 16 different city of 
Cleveland fields.
We are always looking for dedicated 
individuals to help us carry our mission 
and improve the operations within the 
league, from joining the board, to help-
ing as a Manager/Coach.
In 2014 we are celebrating our 40th 
year anniversary and we have a lot 
of changes in store for the upcoming 
season. We will be playing with numer-
ous leagues in the City of Cleveland to 
increase the fun and competitiveness 

of our programs. We will incorporate 
Opening Day games for the first time 
to our knowledge on Opening Day, as 
well as change our parade route from 
Crossburn to McGowan, to Jefferson 
Park to Mohican Park.  
This year at Closing Day we will have 
our 2nd Annual Boys vs. Girls game 
where we take some of our Mickey 
Mantle boys and put them up against 
our high school girls.  This idea was 
from one of our high school girls play-
ers in 2013, and was successful at last 
years Closing Day. So we will now 
make this a Tri-League tradition at our  
Closing Day for years to come. It 
allows the younger children in our pro-
grams to witness some of the best of 
the best within our league, have a fun, 
yet competitive game and bragging 
rights for a year.
For more information please visit our 
website at www.trileague.com.

CLEVELAND
ACTION TO
SUPPORT
HOUSING
More than money.

We can lend a helping hand. CASH is a local non-profit 

community development organization offering low interest rates 

to all Cleveland property owners and investors to renovate or 

remodel your home. Just fill out our simple online form to get 

started and we’ll help with everything.

Learn about our new low interest rates:
call 216.621.7350 
or visit www.cashcleveland.org

From where we’re
standing, it looks a 
little crooked.

Visit Bellaire Puritas on the web: www.bpdc.org
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Landscaping
   Ideas Inc.

“Your personal yard 
care specialists.”

Call Steve & Liz (Thomma) Szyarto at 216-252-1231

Our company specializes in reworking all 

types of landscape projects, from complete 

renovations to jobs such as installation of trees, 

shrubs, perennials, annual plants, and mulch.

Complete Residential 
and Commercial Lawn 
Services including:

• Design & Planning
• Fertilization
• Sod and Seed
• Mowing
• Core Aeration
• De-Thatching
• Slice Seeding
• Free Estimates

Helping Northeast Ohio homeowners achieve, preserve,
and sustain the American dream of homeownership

for over 36 years.

NMLS# 224131

5700 Broadway Avenue . Cleveland, OH 44127

Homebuyer Education • Down Payment Assistance
Loan Document Review & Closing • Credit Counseling
Home Improvement Loans • Foreclosure Intervention

Reverse Mortgage Counseling

216.458.HOME (4663)
www.nhscleveland.org

Photos by Michelle Amann

Big Creek Cleanup needs your hands May 31

Neighborhood Summit Celebration recap

Want to resolve a conflict?  BPDC has tools.  
 Check out the Mediation page at www.bpdc.org  

or call Ian Heisey, our mediation coordinator  
at 216-671-2710 ext 219.

Need a ride?
Seniors in need of transportation can call 216-644-2833 to  
sign up for the Senior Transportation Connection. The STC  

will provide guidelines on how to ask for service.  

John Marshall construction on schedule West 130th Street Tri-League celebrates 40 years
Written by Board Member Daryl Lehman

BPDC and West Park MyCom are  
proud to sponsor Tri-League’s  
Flycatchers team, named after the 
Olive-sided Flycatcher; a rare bird  
found in the Puritas Wetlands.



Bellaire Puritas (BPDC) is a non-profit community development corporation 
that strives to better the quality of life in Ward 16 and revitalize its neighbor-
hoods.  We provide housing assistance, safety and mediation services, help 
for seniors, planning, community organizing and youth programs. BPDC is 
funded in part by government grants and by grants from private foundations, 

fee income and donations. Like other non-profits, we seek support, in-kind 
and financial, from our community and other friends who value our work and 
wish to help us serve our community. We also welcome volunteers with an 
interest in contributing to our neighborhood. Thank you for your support. 
Se habla español.

Bellaire Puritas Board & Staff
Officers:
President: Jackie Krieger
Vice President: Fr. Doug Koesel
Treasurer: Sigmund Sesplankis
Secretary:  Charles Nusbaum

Directors: Kris Tabor, Weldon Maples, Daryl Lehman

Staff:  
Executive Director: Bryan Gillooly
Receptionist: Peggy Yomnick
Senior Services: David Kasik, Daniel Conway, Mary Jo Cotner 
Housing Director: Toni Jones
Planning & Safety Coordinator: Melissa Miller
Home Energy Assistants: Anthony Brown, Karen Crocheron
Resident Services and MyCom Data Specialist: Judy Schafrick
Mediation Coordinator: Ian Heisey
Youth Development Director: Nancy Baxter
Youth Development Assistant and Neighborhood Marketing  

 Specialist: Rachel Napolitano
Computer Lab: Kadie Szymchuk, Children’s Educator
 Tracey Mullin, Adult Educator

BPDC and Community Calendar

April 2014

May 2014

July 2014
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August 2014

October 2014

Coming Soon! Workshops for landlords

About Bellaire Puritas:
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April 23, Wednesday: HBO’s The Weight of the Nation showing at 
Artemus Ward school as part of the Neighborhood Leadership Institute’s 
Schools as Neighborhood Resources (SNR) REELTalk Series at  
6pm-8pm. Call 216.203.5917.

April 26, Saturday: Youth Job and Community Service Fair at  
Gunning Recreation Center. Opportunity to meet Cleveland’s employers. 
Bring résumés and dress professionally. 10:00am-1:00pm. Ages 16-19.

May 3, Saturday:  
Run Puritas 5K Run/1 mile fun  
run/walk fundraiser to  
benefit BPDC programs,  
check www.bpdc.org.

May 6, Tuesday: Election Day. Polls open 6:30am – 7:30pm. Election 
will include primary candidates for national, state, local offices, and  
issues. Call the Board of Elections for info: 216-443-VOTE (8683).

May 8, 15, 22, 29, Thursday: HomeToday home buyers classes. 
6:30pm - 8:30pm. Call 216.441.7345 to reserve a seat.

May 16, Friday: St. Paul AME Church Gala: Celebrating 95 Years. 
Held at the Sheraton Cleveland Airport Hotel from 7:00pm - 12:00am. 
Free parking.

May 31, Saturday: Big Creek Clean-up: meet at Brookfield Park 
9:00am-12:00pm.

May 31, Saturday: Tri-League Opening Day Parade & Celebration 
Jefferson Park @ 11:00am.

July 10, 17, 24, 31, Thursday: Yoga in Jefferson Park.  
7pm. No experience necessary.

July 19, Saturday: Jefferson Park Music Day  
Drum lessons 3:00pm - 5:00pm. Concert at 5:30pm.

July 25, Friday: Taste of San Diego Block Party Fiesta. 6:00pm. at San 
Diego Community Garden, W. 138th Street. 

June 1, Sunday: West Park Summerfest in Jefferson Park.  
12:00 noon - 4:00pm. 

June 14, Saturday: 25th Annual Parade the Circle. West Park youth artists 
will be in Art House, Inc. float. Free. University Circle. 11:00am-4:00pm

June 19 & 26, Thursday: Yoga in Jefferson Park. 7pm.  
No experience necessary.

August 5, Tuesday: Bike Rodeo and Ice Crime Social in Jefferson Park, 
movie at dusk.

August 7, 19, Thursday: Yoga in Jefferson Park.  
7pm. No experience necessary.

August midmonth: Deadline for applications to Neighborhood  
Connections, go to www.neighbohroodgrants.org for more info.

October 29, Wednesday: Neighborhood Summit Celebration. Doors  
open at 6pm with a meal and the program starts at 7pm and ends with a 
dessert social at 8pm.  Fogarty Hall, 14040 Puritas Ave., beneath Blessed 
Trinity Church’s sanctuary.  All ages welcome, handicap accessible. 

Bellaire Puritas is located at:
14703 Puritas Avenue   n   Cleveland, OH 44135

Phone: 216-671-2710   n   Fax: 216-671-9868
www.bpdc.org

2nd Tuesdays: West Park Airport Committee meets at BPDC’s Mark 
Kaser Community Room at 7pm. Check www.bpdc.org for details
1st Tuesday: Neighborhood Education Committee @ 6:30pm.   
Neighborhood Educatin Team meets at BPDC. All are welcome.
West Park Youth Mobilization Team is the 4th Tuesdays @ 5:30pm.


