
Summer is here and the orange construction  
barrels can be seen throughout the neighbor- 
hood as several main streets in the area are  
being reconstructed.  
Phase 1 of the Puritas Avenue reconstruction 
project should be complete by the time you 
are reading this article.  Phase 1 included all of 
Puritas Avenue from Rocky River Drive to West 
150th Street.  The intermediate course of asphalt 
in this area was done the week of June 23rd, and 
the surface course work and restriping should be 
completed by the second week of July.  
Phase 2 from West 150th Street to West 130th 
Street will begin by mid-July.  The contractors 

Come and celebrate the National Night Out Against 
Crime at the “Ward 16 Ice Crime Social” on Tues-
day, August 5th in Jefferson 
Park on W. 132nd and Lorain 
Avenue.  Through our yearly 
anti-crime party we encourage 
people to make their neighbor-
hood safer by meeting their 
neighbors, using their parks, and 
building police and community 
partnerships.
This year we will be showing 
“The Lego Movie” at dusk on 
a large screen under the stars 
in the park.  Before that there 
will be relay races for the kids 
and free ice cream.  We will be 
serving popcorn with the movie.  
So gather your family, bring a 
blanket or chairs, and join your 
neighbors for a movie in the 
park.
As an added feature this year the Friends of Jefferson 

Park will be hosting a Bike Rodeo in the park prior 
to the movie as part of the Jefferson Park Summer 

Series.  The Bike Rodeo Program, 
done in conjunction with the 
Ohio City Bike Co-op, will be a 
chance for youth to learn about 
bike safety and traffic rules, while 
also getting their bikes checked 
and helmet fitted, along with a 
short ride.  Children need to be 
registered for the rodeo prior to 
the event.  The Bike Rodeo will 
be offered at 5:30pm and 6:30pm.  
You can register your child by 
emailing Rachael Sommer at 
renglebry@gmail.com or  
calling 216-905-1167.
If it rains we will show the movie 
in Fogarty Hall at Blessed Trinity 
Church located at 14040 Puri-
tas Avenue.  We will give out 

ice cream at 7:15pm and the movie will begin at 
8:00pm.

Summer 2014

Ice Crime Festival: bikes, ice cream & movie Triskett and Puritas road 
construction update
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Bienvenido! Bienvenue! Benvenuto! Bine ai venit! Welcome! Ahlan wa sahlan! Chào mừng bạn!  
Wilkomen! Swagatam! Joen pa Leg So! New to the neighborhood? Get more information about  

the neighborhood at www.bpdc.org.

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and LinkedIn Companies.  Visit www.bpdc.org to sign up for our e-newsletter and e-blasts

see Construction pg 7

see Housing advice pg 6

Stay up-to-date by signing  
up on our website for more frequent  

e-newsletters. 
www.bpdc.org

Start an afterschool project, put on a community 
workshop, beautify a community space, assist your 
neighbors, harvest 
the wisdom of 
your neighborhood 
seniors, start a free 
mini-library, or 
otherwise improve 
this neighborhood 
with the assistance 
of a matching grant 
provided by Neighborhood Connections, the small 
grants program of The Cleveland Foundation.  The 
next deadline for Neighborhood Connections grants  
is Friday, August 8th at 5pm. 
You can choose from three opportunities to learn 
more about submitting a proposal: Tuesday, July 15th, 

Wednesday, July 23rd, and Thursday, July 31st, all 
from 6-8pm.  With your community’s engagement, 
your best wishes can become reality.  For questions 
about the grant program, you can contact them at 
216-229-4688 or visit www.neighborhoodgrants.
org.

Vital Neighborhoods Skill Share Micro-Grants

The Vital Neighborhoods Working Group is offer-
ing micro-grants “to support neighbors as they share 
their skills, talents and gifts throughout Cleveland”.  
Money is still available for residents who want  
monies for supplies for workshops in their neighbor-
hood on a “how to” topic of their choosing.  Contact  
Marka Fields with questions at 216-664-3465 or  
mfields@city.cleveland.oh.us. 

Grants available for active residents groups & workshops

Thank you BPDC Sponsors!

see the full list of sponsors on pg. 4
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Bio info:  Grew up in Cleve-
land, BA in History, Masters  
in Education, worked in private 
sector, non-profit world, and 
taught Social Studies. I have 
been a full time Realtor at  
Howard Hanna for the last  
ten plus years, most of it in  
the Cleveland City Office  
near the West Side Market.

Lives in West Park 
Neighbors ask me questions about real estate and  
I love discussing it with them. I’m a Realtor® who 
shows and lists homes for sale in all of Cleveland 

with a heavy emphasis on the West Park neighbor-
hoods. I live in the Jefferson area, just a half block 
away from Mohican Park. In fact, Mohican played  
a big part in my decision to buy my home. What 
things made you want to buy your home and why  
are current buyers picking homes? Here are some 
things to ponder. 
Buyers feel comfortable buying one home over an-
other because of energy-efficient windows, updated 
kitchens and baths, central air and energy-efficient 
furnaces. Your home is an investment whether you 
want to sell it and make money or keep it as a retire-
ment asset. Two points to making the most of this 
investment: first is maintenance.  

Housing advice from a West Park realtor By Carole Cohen



 

Yoga in the Park:  This is an 8-week series of yoga classes that will be held on Thursday nights at 
7 p.m. in the park starting June 19th and running through August 10th (there will be no class on 
July 3rd). Adults and youth are welcome, whether you have practiced yoga before or if you are a 
beginner. The class is being taught by an instructor from ZenWorks Yoga.  SORRY, THIS CLASS IS 
FULL. Sign up to place your name on our waiting list!

July 19th - Jefferson Park Music Day: From 3 p.m. until 5 p.m., the Young Audiences of Northeast 
Ohio will host a class entitled “Sound of My Own Drum” for youth in the park. Students will explore 
African drumming and rhythms. At 5:30 p.m. Cats on Holiday, a fun and funky band influenced by 
country, Cajun and blues, will be performing a concert for the neighborhood on the lawn. 

August 5th: To celebrate the National Night Out Against Crime, the Friends of Jefferson Park will 
host a bike rodeo for youth in coordination with the Ohio City Bike Co-op. Kids will learn basic traffic 
concepts and bike-handling skills at this workshop and all participants will leave with a bike helmet 
and lock. After the bike rodeo will be a picnic dinner and ice cream followed by a movie on the big 
screen at dusk. 

September 13th - Jefferson Park Basketball Day: From 10 a.m. to noon, the Police Athletic League 
and Gunning Recreation Center will host a basketball skills clinic for youths ages 9-12. At noon 
there will be lunch for all the kids followed by a basketball tournament for youth ages 13-17 at 
1 p.m.  The 10-team round-robin tournament will end at 4 p.m. when the winning team plays the 
Cleveland Police.

Registration is required for the yoga classes, drumming class, bike rodeo and basketball 
tournament. You can register by emailing Rachael Sommer at renglebry@gmail.com.           

JEFFERSON PARK 

Summer is finally here and this warm 
weather has surely been a welcome change 
from our harsh, cold winter.  Summer 
brings some great events to our city, and 

I am especially excited about all the fun 
things going on in Ward 16.  

Jefferson Park is the hub of the ward’s 
summer activities with a great series of fun 
events.  Thursday nights, Jefferson Park 
is hosting Yoga in the Park, and the tennis 
courts are open to everyone for a quick 
pick-up game.  

The nearby city pools are also open for 
business to cool down on the hottest of 
days this summer – Gunning Park Recre-
ation Center is at 16700 Puritas Avenue  

and Halloran Pool is at 3550 W. 117th 
Street. In addition to the pools, our recre-
ation centers have many exciting activities 
for city of Cleveland residents including 
kickboxing, zumba, volleyball, cheerlead-
ing, softball, t-ball, soccer, basketball and 
more.  My youngest daughter Maggie is 
even taking a cooking class!  Visit the city 
of Cleveland website www.city.cleveland.
oh.us to see rec center schedules or call the 
division of recreation at 216-664-2561.

Physical activity is important to promote 

healthy lifestyles and a healthy city is a 
happy city.  Let’s get Ward 16 moving  
this summer!
I encourage you to call me at the  
Ward 16 office at 664-2942 or my house  
at 252-0986 with any of your concerns  
or questions.  Together we can make a  
difference.    
Councilman Martin J. Sweeney
Ward 16

On Tuesday evening, June 25th the  
Cleveland Metropolitan School District 
Board (CMSD) voted on the next phase  
of its Facilities Master Planning effort.  
The proposal took into consideration the 
comments of participants in the public 
meetings held by CMSD.  At Bellaire-Pu-
ritas Development Corporation, we felt the 
public meeting attendance was lower than 
anyone hoped, so we actively participated 
in the Cleveland Neighborhood Progress 
advocacy initiative, which gave a chance  
to propose improvements to the district’s 
plan before the proposal was completed  

in its final form for board approval.

In West Park the CMSD Facilities Master 
Plan has already brought 4 new Kindergar-
ten to 8th grade (K-8) schools and the new 
John Marshall High School construction 
currently underway.  The master planning 
effort considers geography in a different 
way than in previous years: it is divided 
in geographic clusters. The West Park 
area called is “Cluster 01: Kamm’s - Bel-
laire” and reaches from West 117th Street 
westward –same as the historic West Park 
boundaries the City of Cleveland annexed 
in 1923. While we are pleased with these 
4 K-8 schools and the current construction 
of John Marshall, in CMSD’s Cluster 01, 
we must remain focused on the next steps 
towards the overall goal of excellent public 
schools in West Park.

In other neighborhoods, community 
development corporations are promoting 
the development of other publicly funded 
schools, like charter schools. Here at BPDC 

we do recognize that charter, parochial and 
private school options can provide a good 
or even excellent education in West Park. 
We are, however, committed to our pursuit 
of a high standard public school system  
as a key neighborhood resource to help  
attract residents to this neighborhood in  
the city.
Two CMSD schools important to the fabric 
of education in our planning cluster are the 
Boys Leadership Academy, located in Val-
ley View School, and the Girls’ Leadership 
Academy located in Douglas MacArthur 
School. Specific changes were proposed for 
these schools in early iterations of the plan, 
which we resisted, but the final plan, as 
presented and approved allows for thor-
ough consideration and community input 
into the renovation or replacement of these 
school buildings as the best means to help 
these two leadership schools thrive.  The 
Carl Shuler building, currently housing  
the John Marshall High School, would be 
re-evaluated after JMHS moves into its 

new building, allowing time to determine 
if the school should be “refreshed, updated 
and maintained” with a school program.   
It is important to note that Nathaniel 
Hawthorne and McKinley schools are not 
planned for ongoing use by the school dis-
trict long term. They each currently house 
students that would eventually transition 
into other new or improved schools.  This 
change provides the neighborhood with  
an opportunity to discuss and help deter-
mine the best option for future use of  
those school buildings or building sites.

As an advocate for children, youth and 
families throughout West Park, BPDC is 
committed to stay informed and engage 
residents in the improvements of the  
Cleveland Metropolitan School District.  
If you wish to look it up, current informa-
tion on the CMSD master planning process 
can be found on the web at  
www.clevelandmetroschools.org.
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A word from Councilman Sweeney

Improving the quality of life for Ward 16 residents

A word from Executive Director Bryan Gillooly
How the School District Master Plans affect West Park
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Bellaire-Puritas Development Cor-
poration is going into its 4th year of 
partnership with the Department of 
Building and Housing.  The part-
nership separates the ward into 18 
different Concentrated Improvement 
Areas or CIA’s.  Exterior condition 
inspections are performed by BPDC 
staff for each home, street by street, 
in the CIA’s.  
Letters of encouragement are sent to 
homeowners that need work on their 
home such as painting their garage or 
removing debris/junk.  Those homes 
with more serious issues are turned 
over to Building and Housing for 
inspection by their department. 
To date, BPDC has inspected every 
home in the old Ward 18 and has seen 
one of the highest voluntary compli-
ance rates on the west side of Cleve-
land. We have begun revisiting the 
CIA areas looking closer at existing 
potential violations that need repairs.  
BPDC is looking for additional vol-
untary compliance by sending these 
letters and offers assistance programs 
to homeowners that may be helpful.
This is one means of keeping our 
neighborhood attractive.

August 25 Workshop for Tenants

BPDC will be hosting a workshop for  
tenants to inform and improve landlord/ 
tenant relationships to advance a quality 
rental market here.  It will be presented 
by Angela Shuckahosee, Director of the 
Cleveland Tenant’s Organization (CTO)  
on Monday, August 25th at 6pm in the 
BPDC Mary Kaser Community Room. 

Topics of conversation during the workshop 
are the Ohio Landlord Tenant Law, which 
details a tenant’s rights and responsibilities, 
and the landlord’s rights and responsibili-
ties.  Evictions and the process to hold a 
landlord accountable for the condition of 
the property and other concerns will also  
be discussed at the tenant workshop.  
Lastly, information from Neighborhood 
Housing Services will be available on how 
to transition from renting to becoming a 
homeowner.

Renting in West Park: BPDC’s impact

BPDC values its residents whether they 
live in single-family homes, apartments, 
townhomes, duplexes, or managed housing. 

There are plenty of quality rental homes 
and apartments that are available to those 
who are not ready to own a home or who 
prefer to rent. 

Why rent or buy here?

The Ward 16 neighborhoods of West Park 
continue to be stable and are home to many 
families, singles, and seniors who chose  
to reside in these neighborhoods for its 
school choices and other amenities for  
children; its quality, convenient retail  
districts that meet their everyday needs;  
one of the newest recreation centers; and 
access to the Cleveland Metroparks Rocky 
River Reservation and more than a handful 
of city parks.  

Proximity to jobs is a major draw for  
residents in this mostly residential area  
because of assets such as industrial parks, 
an airport, hotels and a total of 5 entrances 
to 3 highways and 2 Greater Cleveland 
Rapid Transit Park n’ Ride Stations and  
bus stops. Notably, in the last 10 years,  
this ward has been home to almost the  
only areas of population growth on  
the west side of Cleveland. 

We are looking to assist long-term  
tenants transition into homeownership  
with the help of restoring credit and  
personal finance classes. Look for those  
opportunities in future workshops and sign 
up for our e-newsletter at www.bpdc.org 
and click on “homebuying” as an interest.

Fireworks: Sparklers, snappers, smokers  
and snakes - things little kids get excited  
about are the only fireworks allowed for private 
use in Ohio. The State Fire Marshall’s office is 
responsible for enforcing the law and relies on 
local police and fire officials.

Open Burning: Under the Cleveland Air  
Pollution Control Code, open burning in  
devices such as chimineas, fire pits and  
outdoor fireplaces are prohibited. So is  
open burning such as bonfires and campfires. 
Open burning is allowed for purposes as cook-
ing for human consumption and heating for 
the warmth of outside workers.  Ceremonial 
fires set for a limited time must obtain an open 
burning permit and may not burn for more than 
three hours.  If you want to report a case of 
open burning call the air pollution hotline  
at 216-664-7442.

Private Swimming Pools: A permit is required 
for pools containing more than 1500 gallons 
of water or more than 24 inches deep. The 
Health Department must approve the filtering, 
disinfecting and bactericidal treatment. All 
walls of the pool must be at least 10 feet away 
from overhead wires and from the property line. 
A fence must be at least four feet high and all 
gates must be self-latching.

Curfew: Curfew hours are:  Darkness to Dawn: 
12 years or younger; 11pm to 5am: 13-16 
years old; Midnight to 5am: 17 year olds.

Noise: Regulated between the hours of 7pm 
and 7am for the making of any unnecessary 
noise by a person or by the operation of any 
instrument, device, vehicle, performance of 
construction or demolition activity within 500 
feet of a residential district.

Children Playing in the Street: Children are 
prohibited from playing in the street by Section 
411.04 which states that no person upon roller 
skates, or riding in or by means of a coaster, 
by vehicle or similar device, shall go upon a 
roadway except upon streets set aside as play 
streets when authorized. No person shall play 
any games on a street unless the same has 
been set aside for playground purposes.

Parking: Vehicles are not permitted to park 
on the front lawn, tree lawn, or in the rear yard 
other than the driveway.

ordinances
Quality of Life

This summer is a busy one for  
Mary Jo Cotner, Site Coordinator at  
Robinson G. Jones, who is working on  
the 2014/2015 after school program  
inclusive of both academic and  
enrichment components.

On May 15th, with the support of Greater 
Cleveland Congregations, R.G. Jones’s  
successful request for an earlier start time 
of 8:30am will allow for a 2-hour after 
school program from 3:00 to 5:00pm. 
R.G. Jones students can look forward to 
programs in the following areas: mentor-
ship, academics, sports, social clubs, the 
arts including dance, music, artwork and 
drama, home economics and safety, just  
to name a few.

Looking forward to R.G. Jones’s 2014/ 
2015 school year, Ms. Cotner is also 
working on the following projects to:

• Along with Principal Watts,  
propose and present a strong  
and effective advisory board.

• Reconnect with R.G. Jones’s  
Student Parent Organization (SPO) 
to plan for the new school year.

• Continue to work with the school  
district’s attendance team to shape  
R.G. Jones as a pilot school to  
address chronic absenteeism.

• Plan a school and community summer 
event in late July or early August (i.e.: 
movie night, picnic, baseball game, 

music concert,  
talent show, etc.).

• Begin community business  
introduction and engagement  
campaign to ascertain business  
owner support of R.G. Jones.

• Continue parent home visit  
“listening campaign” to get to  
know parents and families of  
our students.

Contact Mary Jo if you want to learn  
more about RG Jones’s plans or volunteer  
at 216-920-7143 or m.cotner@bpdc.org

RG Jones wins new schedule & works on wraparound strategy

Join The Friends of Jefferson Park
The Friends of Jefferson Park are looking for volun-
teers to help with the Bike Rodeo Program this August 
5th during the Night Out Against Crime at Jefferson 
Park. The Bike Rodeo Program will be a chance for 
youth to learn about bike safety, traffic rules, get 
their bikes checked and do helmet fittings along with 
a short ride.  Help kids learn safe biking skills by 
volunteering to help with Bike Rodeo at Jefferson Park 
on Tuesday August 5th at 5:30pm and/or 6:30pm.  
Please also register with Rachael Sommer by emailing 
renglebry@gmail.com or calling 216-905-1167 and 
she will provide more instructions about the event.

To volunteer, you’ll want to get all the training you’ll 
need to teach kids how to ride safely by joining a FREE 
Traffic Skills Ride at the Ohio City Bicycle Co-op in the 
weeks before the event (loaner bikes and helmets 
available). Sign up via www.ohiocitycycles.org and 
click on their ‘Events Registration Page.’ The code to 
use in order to attend the class for free is RODEO VOL.  
Upcoming classes will be held on July 12th from  
9am-12 pm as well as July 19th 9am-12pm.  

If you are not interested in assisting with the Bike Ro-
deo or with lunch on Basketball Day but would like to 
be part of future planning and positive energy around 
Jefferson Park, please contact Rachael Sommer to join 
the Friends of Jefferson Park committee. Meetings will 
be held monthly at Jefferson Park.

Ed George, West Park Airport Commit-
tee chairperson and recent graduate of the 
Neighborhood Leadership Development 
Program (NLDP), Geraldine Belcher, 
and Jon Wong all attended the 
June 21st mini-summit for the 
west side, organized by the Vital 
Neighborhoods Working Group 
of the Sustainable Cleveland 2019 
(SC2019) initiative of the City of 
Cleveland.   

Geraldine won two door prizes, 
including a gardening supply kit, 
and says of the mini-summit: 
“What I took away from it, I real-
ized how all the different booths 
[on different sustainability themes] 
connected themselves.  I want each 
youth to go learn what they can, and see 
what they can do on each theme: about 
recycling, [zero] waste, gardening, clean 
water...The kids could come together and 
network and tie it in to make our commu-
nity sustainable…and do a pilot project.    

About what inspired her for her own life, 
she replied, “[Zero] waste!  I can practice 
that here, beyond turning off my lights 
and things I do already.”

Jon remarked that something he took  
away from the mini-summit was “You 
don’t have to depend on the city to pick up 
your recycling, like us. We [Rockport Apt. 
Blockwatch] get a kitty together and help 
each other with photoelectric timers for 

lights, gate locks, signs, bus fare, etc.  Each 
neighborhood can be self-reliant.  Man is 
going to be the instrument of his destruc-
tion because we are not reducing, reusing, 

and recycling.”

“My parents were recy-
cling before it was fash-
ionable, started plants in 
egg cartons and recycled 
as much as possible.”   
Regarding “why recycle?” 
on what Jon calls “this big 
blue ball we call Mother 
Earth,” he said, “Why 
spend money once, but 
spend it twice.  We don’t 
have to just be concerned 
about safety, but self-

sustainability and conservation.”

Ed said, “as for me… I think it is very 
important to bring the concepts around 
sustainability to neighborhood leaders who 
may not have the ability to attend the full 

SC2019 summit in the fall. [The event] 
did a wonderful job of not only making 
the concepts of sustainability tangible and 
achievable for residents, but also allowed 
for dialogue, empowerment and network-
ing amongst people who are, or who want 
to be, involved in making positive changes 
for their neighborhood/city/region.” 

The SC2019 Summit will be September 
17th & 18th.  Register at www.sustaina-
blecleveland.org or contact The Mayor’s 
Office on Sustainability at 216-664-2455.

If you would like to join the Vital Neigh-
borhoods Working group, they meet every 
1st Wednesday of the month at Famicos 
Foundation from 4:30pm-6pm.  In the 
past they have organized mini-grants for 
neighbors, energy efficiency block club 
challenge, and a local foods challenge  
and a local foods city-wide potluck. 

Residents take action and learn at Vital Neighborhoods summit

Jon Wong, neighborhood activist, safety 
organizer, super volunteer at BPDC

Geraldine Belcher, youth advocate, 
parent leader, literacy activist, floral 
designer and crafter

Please call Toni Jones, BPDC’s 
Housing Director to reserve a seat 
in the workshop, which is offered 
FREE of charge. You can reach 

Toni at t.jones@bpdc.org or  
216-671-2710 ext. 205.



We hope you are excited as we are to see 
much-needed work taking place on Puritas 
Avenue. When the construction is complete 
not only will it be safer for motorists and 
pedestrians but it will be made safer for  
bicyclists through the addition of bike 
lanes. With the new bike lanes there will  
be an increase in people biking on Puritas 
Avenue for transportation and recreation. 
Here are a few tips for bicyclists and mo-
torists on how to coexist safely on Puritas 
Avenue, and any other road in Cleveland:

Tips for people on bikes:

Ride with the flow. Always ride with the 
flow of traffic (ORC 4511.25)
Be Bright. Use bike lights at night, red 
for the back, white for the front (ORC 
4511.56)
Follow the rules of the road. Bikes are le-
gal vehicles and should follow all the laws 
of the road (ORC 4511.01). Be predictable 

and respect traffic signals. 
If the bike lane is obstructed or filled with 
debris signal your intention to change 
lanes, scan for a safe clearing to move left 
(remember–other traffic in that lane has the 
right of way), and then blend smoothly into 
that lane.
Avoid the door zone.  When riding next to 
parked cars ride in the edge of the bike lane 
farthest away from the parked cars to avoid 
opening doors. 
Handle intersections with care. At inter-
sections, turning traffic may cross the path 
of cyclists riding straight in the bike lane. 
Take care to avoid being “hooked” by a 
turning vehicle: Never pass other vehicles 
traveling in the adjacent traffic lane as you 
approach an intersection in a bike lane; you 
will eventually put yourself in the blind 
spot of a turning vehicle. Temporarily take 
the adjacent traffic lane through the inter-
section to stay out of the path of turning 
vehicles.
When turning out of the bike lane, avoid 
making a left turn from a far right bike 
lane. Either change lanes or proceed to the 
other side of the intersection first (while 
staying in the bike lane), then stop to turn 
and wait for a green light or a break in traf-
fic in your direction.

Tips for motorists:

Share the Road – Remember that bikes 
are legal vehicles and belong on the road. 
For safety, bicyclists have the right to the 
full travel lane just like cars (ORC 4511.01, 
4511.55). If someone is parked in a bike 
lane or there is debris a person on a bike 
may use the general travel lane. Note that 
it is illegal to park in a bike lane (CLE Ord. 
431.08e).

3 feet minimum to pass – give cyclists 
plenty of space when you pass them on the 
street (CLE Ord. 431.03d). Remember that 
person on a bike could be your co-worker, 
neighbor or friend just trying to get home 
from a long day of work, they just chose  
to get there by bike. 

Pay Attention – Expect bikes on the road. 
Always yield to bikes at turns and drive-
ways. When turning right on a road with 
a bike lane look in your blind spot for a 
cyclist, if it is clear merge as far to the right 
as possible to avoid “hooking” a person on 
a bike.
Under Ohio law, bicycles belong on the 
roadway. Everyone must share the road  
to ensure that even the most vulnerable 
road user is safe. Everyone must know  
and understand the laws so we can all get 
to our destination safely, regardless of how 
we choose to get there. Let’s ride together 
Cleveland! 

Library lunches & reading clubs
The Rockport and West Park branches 
of the Cleveland Public Library are two 
of the busiest in the city and there is no 
slowing down this summer.
Both libraries have summer reading clubs 
for children and youth up to 18 and West 
Park is offering offer incentives such as 
tickets to the zoo for children and youth 
who read a certain amount of books this 
summer.
Both libraries have summer lunch pro-
gram for children and youth up to 18. 
The lunches are served between 11:30am 
and 12:30pm.

50th Anniversary of Rockport
On August 2nd Rockport Library will 
celebrate turning 50! For more informa-
tion about anniversary festivities contact 
the library at 623-7053. To contact the 
West Park Branch call 623-7102.   

Welcome Katie
Rockport Library has a new branch man-
ager, Katie Ringenbach, who previously 

worked at the county library in Bucks 
County, PA outside of Philadelphia, and 
has lived in Alaska and New York before 
finding her way back closer to home and 
family in Ohio. She said that in April, 
Rockport had the busiest circulation of  
all the 27 branches in Cleveland. 

Two new teen centers
Rockport has received a grant to trans-
form part of their building into a Teen 
Center and Ringenbach says it is impor-
tant for the community to have space to 
gather at the library. The goal is to have 
the Teen Center usable by the Fall when 
school is back in session. 
The West Park YMCA  is also creat-
ing space that teens can call their own. 
Through a $10,000 grant by First Merit 
Bank, renovation is underway for a Teen 
Center that will provide a safe space for 
about 15 teens to gather after school. It  
will feature computers, a foosball table, 
and a 50 inch TV with X-Box connection 
for interactive gaming.

Neighborhood Family Practice (NFP) 
expanded to our neighborhood earlier 
this year and has been delivering quality 
primary healthcare services to individuals 
and families on Cleveland’s near west side 
for more than 30 years.  NFP is dedicated 
to partnering with the community for 
everyone’s best health and is celebrating 
their expansion to our community  
on August 14th.
“We are thrilled to be part of the Bellaire-
Puritas community, and everyone has been 
so welcoming to us,” said Megan Meister, 
Director of Community Engagement, 
Neighborhood Family Practice. “We’re 
looking forward to meeting more members 
of the community and becoming more 
involved in the neighborhood overall as 
we continue to expand the programs and 
services offered at the new office.”
A grand opening celebration for the 
Puritas office will be held on Thursday, 

August 14 from 3-5pm. All members of 
the community are invited and encouraged 
to attend. Those who attend will have an 
opportunity to tour the office, meet the 
staff and enjoy free refreshments.
“We are really excited that Neighborhood 
Family Practice has chosen to expand their 
services here.  A community health center 
that focuses on primary care for families 
will be a huge asset to our residents,” 
remarks  Melissa Miller, Neighborhood 
Planning Coordinator at Bellaire-Puritas 
Development Corporation, who assisted 
with identifying a site and preparing the 
site for occupancy on the clinic’s schedule.
The new office is located at 14037 Puritas 
Avenue in Puritas Park Plaza, next to  
Family Dollar.  
For more information or to schedule an 
appointment (same day appointments  
may be available), call 216-928-1950. 
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Change to celebrate: libraries, YMCA

Grand opening August 14:  
The doctor is in…your neighborhood!

Everyone has responsibility for safe streets for all

Start a social enterprise!
Starting a social enterprise is really hard 
work and comes with many questions. 
Should you incorporate as a non-profit, 
for-profit, or something else entirely? 
Where can you find public and private 
sources of funding? How do you know if 
you’re having an impact 
in the community? SEA 
Change has a collection 
of resources and seed 
funding.
SEA Change is Northeast 
Ohio’s new Social En-
terprise Accelerator. It is 
a collaborative initiative 
that provides coaching, connections and 
capital to people who have big ideas to 
improve their community. SEA Change 
connects resources, funders, innovators, 
and mentors to accelerate your idea from 
concept to successful social enterprise.
Social enterprises apply innovative 
strategies to generate social and economic 
impact with a scalable and sustainable 
business model. Existing examples in 

NEO are everywhere: EDWINS is a 
restaurant that serves as a culinary and 
leadership institute for formerly incar-
cerated individuals; Nature’s Bin is a 
neighborhood grocery store that provides 
vocational rehabilitation to people with 

disabilities; and From the 
Blue Bag is a retail outlet that 
creates specialty products out 
of recycled glass from local 
restaurants and bars.
Does YOUR big idea improve 
your community with a sustain-
able model selling goods or 
services? Then YOU can be a 

part of the SEA Change. Over $50,000 is 
available in seed funding, with another 
$10,000 available to collegiate social en-
terprises and $5,000 to high school social 
enterprises.
Content provided by SEA Change:  
www.seachangeneo.org

The Cleveland Transformation Alliance 
(CTA) is asking westsiders especially to 
“rate your school” as part of the CTA’s 
Choose Your School! campaign. Their 
website  includes an interactive and 
searchable ‘report card’ on every single 
public school in the city. It has profiles 
of more than 160 K-12 Cleveland public 
school options, district and charter, to help 
families think about which schools will  
be the ‘best fit’ for them. An important 
part of this is the unique crowd-sourced 
‘community rating’ system. 
Research last summer showed that feed-
back from parents, caregivers, students, 

principals, teachers and staff is very 
valuable in helping families make  
school decisions. 
You must include both a “star” rating  
and a narrative comment to post a review. 
Ratings are displayed anonymously. When 
rating and reviewing a school, think about 
what information will be helpful to other 
families, like what makes the school spe-
cial and how the school might improve.
Sign in as a parent, youth, community 
member with a relationship to the school, 
staff or educator to rate the school:  
www.clevelandta.org/login or call  
216-592-2415 for questions.

Looking to be a better 
“school chooser” for your 
family? 
Compare public and charter 
schools across the city at 
www.clevelandta.org 
or pick up a free choos-
ing guide at the BPDC 
offices.
Content provided by 
both CTA and Neigh-
borhood Leadership 
Institute (NLI). 

Do you have current, first-hand knowledge of a school on the westside?  

Rate the school!

The Greater Cleveland and Akron  
areas are welcoming guests for 35  
sporting and cultural events in the  
9th Gay Games (GG9), an international 
competition over 35 years old, held 
every 4 years.  The West Park Welcom-
ing Committee for GG9, organized by 
Bellaire-Puritas Development Corp. 
(BPDC) and Kamm’s Corners Develop-
ment Corporation has many initiatives, 
one of which is to “adopt” the volunteer 
positions at the Hopkins Airport wel-
coming booth. 

Volunteer with us with the code  
“westpark” at www.GG9CLE.com.   
After you create a volunteer profile,  
select the volunteer shift labeled  
“Airport Welcome” to be a part of  
our group.  Volunteers receive a t-shirt, 
volunteer bag, and official GG9 program 
and hospitality.

Twenty-thousand (20,000) visitors will  
arrive from 50 countries to compete 
under the Games founding principles 
of Participation, Inclusion and Personal 
Best™.

The Games are intended to bring a 
global community together in friendship, 
to experience participation, to elevate 
consciousness and self-esteem, and to 
achieve a form of cultural and intellec-
tual synergy. The Cleveland Foundation 
is GG9’s presenting sponsor, alongside 
many business sponsors, like platinum 
level sponsors Eaton and Forest City, 
and neighborhood partners like BPDC.

Volunteer to greet 
the world

Run Puritas 5K Run and 1 Mile Walk

West Park Summerfest 2014
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Bike lanes coming to Puritas

Available in:
women’s cut  

(shorter & trimmer sleeves  
& wider at the hip)

men’s cut 
& children’s sizes, too

Special sizes can be ordered
$12 (checks made payable to “BPDC”)

“Celebrating West Park” t-shirts available  
at BPDC events & at the office

Inquire with Rachel at 216-671-2710 x216 for more information
AMERICAN-MADE through and through & UNION-PRINTED in RED with blue & white lettering

On Thursday, August 7th from 6:00pm until 8:30pm Garfield School is having a  
Family Orientation Night for their student families. There will be a fire truck, pony 

rides and other fun things to do. The principal, Damon Loretz, Sr., welcomes Garfield 
School families to meet his great staff and interact with Garfield kids. Garfield School is 

located at 3800 W. 140th Street. Hope to see you there!



We have in our collection a blurry 
1960 photograph of a tiny drive-in 
restaurant grandly named “King of the 
French Fries.” It stood at the northeast 
corner of West 139th and Puritas, now 
the site of a small strip shopping cen-
ter. We’ve long wondered who opened 
an eatery with such a marvelous name 
so long ago.
Our initial research was frustrating, 
with no references to King of the 
French Fries in the usual sources. 
Eventually we discovered a custard 
stand was built on the site in 1947 by 
Henry A. Massman, a tool maker who 
emigrated from Germany in 1925 and 
lived nearby on West 139th. He died 
in 1975 but his son, also named Henry, 
lives in Parma Heights. “My parents 

ran the custard stand until 
1955,” he told us. “They 
called it Mellow Whip but 
it was never King of the 
French Fries when my  
family owned it.”
In 1956 the custard stand 
was sold to Clara Bartow. 
She passed away in 1978 
but we spoke with her 
granddaughter, Dorthiea 
Preston, of Medina. “I 
worked with my grand-
mother at the custard stand 
when I was 12 years old,” 

Dorthiea remembered. “We sold ice 
cream, hamburgers, and pop. At that 
time, it was a Reed & Bell Root Beer 
franchise in a newer building. I never 
heard of King of the French Fries.”
In 1966 Clara Bartow sold the custard 
stand to contractor Basilio Imbrigiotta 
who built the little shopping center 
which stands on the site today. How-
ever, we still  had not discovered any 
reference to King of the French Fries. 
We were stumped.
Then we happened across a post on 
the internet from Jeff Rau, of Chesa-
peake, Virginia, who reminisced about 
Slattery’s Drive-in on Puritas Avenue. 
“They had a huge sign across the top 

that said King of the French Fries,” 
wrote Jeff. “They had great hamburg-
ers with diced onions on sesame seed 
buns.”
Clearly Jeff was referring to the eatery 
in our photo. Yet the only Slattery’s 
we knew of was Slattery’s Delicates-
sen, a popular student hang-out near 
West Tech High School miles away 
from the Puritas site. Famous for its 
hamburgers, malts, and French fries,  
it was owned 
by the late 
Frank I. Slat-
tery. We con-
tacted his son, 
Kevin Slattery, 
of Medina, and 
finally solved 
the mystery.
“Yes, my fam-
ily operated 
King of the 
French Fries 
on Puritas,” 
Kevin con-
firmed. “I think we opened that branch 
in 1958. There was no inside seating, 
only serving windows. We had more 
than one restaurant but not at the 
same time. Our store near West Tech, 
very busy at lunch time, was the best 
known.”

“We also had a small shanty next 
to West Tech field, up against the 
wrought-iron fence,” Kevin remem-
bers. “We sold French fries and soda 
at the Saturday night football games. 
We’d spent Friday night, and all day 
Saturday, peeling potatoes. My brother 
Terry and I would compete to see who 
could peel a 100-lb sack of potatoes 
first. We sold the fries in bags, about 
20 cents each, in servings of at least 

half-a-pound. 
There would 
be long lines of 
people reaching 
through the fence 
to get their fries. 
My father, Frank 
I. Slattery, began 
calling himself 
‘King of the 
French Fries.’”
The Slattery’s 
owned several 
small restaurants 
but, as we 

learned, only the branch at West 139th 
and Puritas was specifically called 
King of the French Fries. Through a 
happy combination of research and 
good luck, we were able to uncover 
the story behind this little-known 
diner.

Third Federal offers Home Today 
seminars all year to help folks 
become homeowners with financial 
education, professional counseling, 
a free credit score review, access  
to savings accounts, and $2000  
in down payment assistance. 
Thanks to Cudell Improvement, 
Inc. and BPDC, Third Federal  
Savings and Loan will be offering 

their Home Today program at 9821 
Lorain Avenue on two consecutive 
Saturdays, July 12 & 19 from 10am 
to 2pm. A light breakfast and lunch 
is provided.
This two-Saturdays format is only 
at this special west side session of 
the program. Contact Third Federal 
at 216-441-7345 to reserve your 
seat!
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Want to resolve a conflict?  BPDC has tools.  
 Check out the Mediation page at www.bpdc.org  

or call Ian Heisey, our mediation coordinator  
at 216-671-2710 ext 219.

Need a ride?
Seniors in need of transportation can call 216-644-2833 to  
sign up for the Senior Transportation Connection. The STC  

will provide guidelines on how to ask for service.  

Youth explore colleges and workplaces  
with “Summer Exposure” trips

King of the French Fries by Gary Swilik of the West Park Historical Society   www.westparkhistory.com

Construction cont. from pg 1

will begin on the south side of Puritas  
and complete that side then move to the 
work on the north side. Thus far this 
project is on schedule and anticipated 
to be complete this fall.  
On June 9th, construction began on 
Triskett Road.  While this work was  
not scheduled to begin until next year, 
Warren is close to complete, so the 
contractors are able to begin Triskett 
this year.  The following portions of 
Triskett will be completed in this initial 
phase: Triskett Road from east of the 
bridge over the GCRTA Rail Tracks 
at approximately West 140th Street to 
West 117th Street.  Two-way traffic 
will be maintained on Triskett Road 
from the bridge over the GCRTA Rail 
Tracks to Berea Road using the west 
bound lanes.
Traffic will be limited to one-way 
EASTBOUND ONLY traffic on Tris-
kett from Berea Road to West 117th 

Street. Triskett Road westbound traffic 
from Berea Road to West 117th Street 
will be detoured along West 117th 
Street south bound to Lorain west 
bound to Berea Road north bound.
Construction will be taking place on 
the south side of Triskett Road in this 
phase of the project. The anticipated 
completion date is August 2014.   
Construction will then shift to the  
north side of Triskett between the same 
limits and be completed in November 
2014.  The Berea Road/Triskett Road 
intersection will not be impacted during 
this construction phase.  The remaining 
portions of Triskett Road will be com-
pleted in the 2015 construction season
The work on Warren Road between 
Lorain Avenue and Munn Road will 
continue until July 2014. 

“Youth development IS community 
development” is a motto often repeated 
at Bellaire-Puritas Development Cor-
poration and this summer West Park 
MyCom is making it possible for local 
youth to visit college campuses and 
explore options for their future. 
Teens from the West Park and Parma 
MyCom programs went on a student-
led walking tour of Kent State and 
Akron Universities on June 10th and 
on June 12th local teens toured the Tri-
C Hospitality Program to learn about 
their innovative partnerships with 
the culinary arts program and a local 
restaurant, and also toured the Tri-C 

Westshore Campus in Westlake where 
the teens did hands-on chemistry and 
physics experiments. The Westshore 
campus focuses on Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering, Math and Medical 
fields.
A July 22nd trip will take youth to  
different companies to explore career 
options and on August 5th there will  
be a trip to Baldwin-Wallace Univer-
sity and Lorain Community College.  
On August 7th the bus leaves for the 
Virginia Marti School of Art and  
Design and the Tri-C Advanced  
Technology Training Center.  
The college exposure trips are free and 
for youth going into grades 8-12 this 
coming school year. For more informa-
tion contact Ian Heisey at BPDC at 
216-671-2710 or i.heisey@bpdc.org. 

The King of French Fries reigned at this tiny drive-in restaurant 
at 13822 Puritas Avenue. Photo circa 1960. Author’s collection.
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No one should abuse or misuse any type of drug.
I don’t wanna be a statistic; I wanna rise and be above.
I am a voice and so is everyone else, but it’s up to us if it gets used.
There are different paths in life to take, just try not to regret the one you choose.
I am a leader because I let my actions speak louder than words,
Because sometimes the biggest lessons in life are seen but never heard.
I prescribe my own future...to be the best that I can be.
No one can live my life for me; I control my own destiny.
Every day there are choices...friends, family, all the peer pressure;
But all it take is that one time to get high and there will be  
consequences you can’t ever measure.
We should try to stick out because sometimes we are hard to see.
I love what I represent because I am the majority.
Call me anything you like whether it’s a loner or a misfit.
But it’s better than being like you...which is being a statistic!

By Darius Tabor

Written and Declared at the We Are The Majority Rally of youth and adult allies
Cleveland City Hall, Ohio
April 30, 2014

Darius just graduated from Jane Addams High School and will attend Tri-C in the Fall.

Lunch Volunteers Needed

Homeownership Dreams Get Boost with Home Today

Jumpin’ at Jefferson is the name of the basketball 
clinic and tournament on September 13th.  Friends 
of Jefferson Park needs some people to help serve 
food during 12 noon lunch hour. Around 11am, 
help is needed getting food started on the grill 
and setting up the meal supplies. Please contact 
Rachael Sommer at renglebry@gmail.com or call 
216-905-1167.

The original custard stand at the corner of West 139th 
and Puritas was built by Henry A. and Katherina Mass-
man. Their son Henry poses at the construction site in 
this 1947 photo. Courtesy of Henry A. Massman Family

Neighborhood Visioning Meetings
BPDC and Kamm’s Corners Development Corp. (KCDC) both serve West Park and recent 
changes to ward boundaries have expanded KCDC’s geography into areas formerly 
served by BPDC, and BPDC has expanded its geography further east ─ introducing 
new and different challenges to each cdc.  This is an ideal opportunity to craft a unified 
vision for West Park. Come and participate in the Neighborhood Visioning Meetings, as 
an opportunity for West Park residents to shape the future of this historic neighborhood 
through the collaborative work of these CDCs.
You have two options to participate in the planning: Tues., July 29th at Blessed Trinity’s 
Fogarty Hall and Wed., August 6th at River’s Edge, both from 6:30pm -8:30pm  (See 
calendar).
BPDC and KCDC serve the eastern and western areas of the West Park neighborhood 
respectively.

On Thursday evening, June 12th, 
young people from West Park and their 
families joined with agency 
staff, and neighborhood 
leaders of all ages in celebrat-
ing the work of Ms. Nancy 
Baxter, BPDC’s first Youth 
Development Director on the 
occasion of her retirement. 
Miss Nancy, as young people 
often call her, started with 
the agency part-time in 
January of 2007 and worked 
tirelessly through the last 
enthusiastic minute on Sun-
day, June 15th 2014, as she finished 
her employment with BPDC marching 
with West Park children and families 
in Parade the Circle.  
Early on, Nancy was particularly  
focused on improving our program 
delivery in conjunction with the 
Cuyahoga Metropolitan Housing  
Authority (CMHA) at Riverside  

Park Estates.   
In 2009, in conjunction with this neigh-

borhood securing sup-
port for the West Park 
MyCom, the position 
became full-time.  
Ms. Baxter came to 
BPDC with 18+ years 
of experience forming 
and leading youth de-
velopment programs. 
Over the span of her 
career, Nancy worked 
with children and 
youth in school-based, 

church-based, prison-based and after 
school community-based settings.
As people openly shared at her farewell 
event, Nancy was equally dedicated 
to building a community of support 
around children and youth, as she  
was committed to developing quality 
programs in West Park.  Nancy was a 
mentor, leader and supportive adult to 

many young people in our neighbor-
hood, and she was colleague and friend 
to many of our youth development 
partners. On staff she was the advocate 
voice to include youth in all that we 
undertake, and live up to a guiding 
principle that 
states “youth 
development 
is community 
development.”
Nancy built 
support for 
youth programs 
that brought 
art, leader-
ship develop-
ment, financial literacy, poetry, soccer 
and outdoor adventure programming, 
computer-based learning that improved 
student scores in English and Math, 
and a variety of enrichment programs 
to youth throughout West Park.
At her retirement celebration, held 

at the West Prep Academy (13111 
Crossburn Avenue), two art stations 
were set up for partygoers and she was 
recognized by comments and a resolu-
tion by Ward 16 Councilman Martin J. 
Sweeney, a FaceTime ‘virtual’ presen-

tation of support by 
Lisa Bottoms, Program 
Director for Human 
Services, Child and 
Youth Development 
with The Cleveland 
Foundation, and most 
importantly words of 
testimony and encour-
agement by youth, 
parents and colleagues 

who described how she has made an 
impact in their lives and for the benefit 
of the community as a whole.
Our message on this occasion of her 
retirement: We love you and we will 
miss you, Nancy Baxter.

Saying Farewell to Youth Development Director Nancy Baxter

youth gathered to say goodbye to Nancy

Mr. Michael Burns, Social Services/ 
Center Manager of CMHA’s Far  
West AMP and Nancy Baxter 

Examples: servicing your furnace and 
a/c on a yearly basis (saves you money 
on utilities and extends lifespan of the 
equipment); keeping windows caulked 
and sealed; unclogging gutters and 
downspouts; sealing the driveway so 
water doesn’t drain into the founda-
tion−all things that help make your 
home structurally sound and safe.
Secondly, upgrades. Call a Realtor® 
to consult with you on what changes 
you want to tackle to make sure it’s 
sound judgement. Then, what upgrades 
would make you happy? More stor-
age? Updating outlets in a room so 
you can actually use that living space? 
Adding storage in the kitchen, a linen 

closet, vanity sink. A self-cleaning 
oven. These are things a buyer will 
also appreciate but why not do it while 
YOU are living there so you can  
benefit too? 
I once owned a home for six years. 
The kitchen had contact paper style 
wall paper that looked like a brown 
and gold Kleenex box. The year we 
decided to move, I stripped it. Yes,  
I was sad I waited! A common phrase  
I hear when touring a home I’m list-
ing is, ‘I wish I had done this upgrade 
sooner so I could’ve had the enjoy-
ment as well.’ Budgeting for upgrades 
and doing them as you are living there 
makes financial sense too.

Housing advice cont. from pg 1



Bellaire Puritas (BPDC) is a non-profit community development corporation 
that strives to better the quality of life in Ward 16 and revitalize its neighbor-
hoods.  We provide housing assistance, safety and mediation services, help 
for seniors, planning, community organizing and youth programs. BPDC is 
funded in part by government grants and by grants from private foundations, 

fee income and donations. Like other non-profits, we seek support, in-kind 
and financial, from our community and other friends who value our work and 
wish to help us serve our community. We also welcome volunteers with an 
interest in contributing to our neighborhood. Thank you for your support. 
Se habla español.

Bellaire Puritas Board & Staff
Officers:
President: Jackie Krieger
Vice President: Fr. Doug Koesel
Treasurer: Sigmund Sesplankis
Secretary:  Charles Nusbaum

Directors: Kris Tabor, Weldon Maples, Daryl Lehman

Staff:  
Executive Director: Bryan Gillooly
Receptionist: Peggy Yomnick
Senior Services: David Kasik, Daniel Conway
Site Coordinator at RG Jones: Mary Jo Cotner  
Housing Director: Toni Jones
Neighborhood Planning Coordinator: Melissa Miller
Home Energy Assistants: Anthony Brown, Karen Crocheron
Resident Services and MyCom Data Specialist: Judy Schafrick
Mediation Coordinator: Ian Heisey
Neighborhood Marketing Specialist and Youth Development  

 Assistant: Rachel Napolitano
Computer Lab: Kadie Szymchuk, Children’s Educator
 Tracey Mullin, Adult Educator
Summer Crew: Christopher Villalta-Karaoui, Maggie Berry,  

 Jake Hutchinson and Brian Posendek

BPDC and Community Calendar

July 2014

August 2014

September 2014

October 2014

Coming Soon! Workshops for landlords

About Bellaire Puritas:

B
ellaire Puritas

D
evelopm

ent C
orporation

14703 Puritas Avenue
C

leveland, O
H

 44135

August 2: Cleveland Public Library’s Rockport branch’s  
50th Anniversary, 216-623-7053 for festivities info

August 5, Tuesday: Ice Crime Festival  
 - Bike Rodeo for kids: helmets and locks as prizes  

in Jefferson Park: 5:30pm and 6:30pm. 
- Ice cream for all ages @ 7:15pm.
- The Lego Movie at dusk 

August 6, Wednesday: Neighborhood Visioning Community Meeting,  
community-wide visioning process for one plan for West Park. Bring your 
ideas and your local knowledge! 6:30pm - 8:30pm. River’s Edge, 3430 
Rocky River Drive.

August 7, Thursday: Family Orientation for Garfield School: fun  
and games 6-8:30 pm.

August 8, Friday: Deadline for applications to Neighborhood  
Connections, go to www.neighbohroodgrants.org for more info. 

August 14, Thursday: Neighborhood Family Practice Grand Opening.  
Puritas office: 14037 Puritas Avenue: 3-5pm.

August 15, Friday: Asphalt Cinema movie & games in Impett Park: 
3207 West 153rd Street: 6:30pm fun begins Cloudy with a Chance  
of Meatballs 2

August 25: Tenant Workshop: 6pm at BPDC Mary Kaser Community 
Room. All renters welcome. Free information on rights and resources.

August 26: West Park Youth Mobilization Team meeting at new teen 
center at YMCA @ 5:30pm - 7:00pm. 15501 Lorain Ave.

September 13: Jumpin’ at Jefferson basketball clinic: Jefferson Park

July 12 and 19: Home Today homeownership class at 9821 Lorain Ave. 
Call 216-441-7345 to register for this or other sessions.

July 18, Friday: Asphalt Cinema movie & games in Impett Park:  
3207 West 153rd Street: 6:30pm fun begins Despicable Me 2

July 19, Saturday: Jefferson Park Music Day  
Drum lessons, 3:00pm - 5:00pm. Concert @ 5:30pm.

July 25, Friday: Taste of San Diego Block Party Fiesta. 6:00pm at  
San Diego Community Garden, W. 138th Street and San Diego Ave.

July 29, Tuesday: Neighborhood Visioning Community Meeting,  
community-wide visioning process for one plan for West Park.  
Bring your ideas and your local knowledge! 6:30pm - 8:30pm.  
Fogarty Hall, 14040 Puritas Ave., beneath Blessed Trinity  
Church’s sanctuary.

July 31, Thursday: Deadline to apply: Neighborhood Leadership  
Development Program is looking for engaged leaders who want to  
improve their leadership skills and make a bigger impact. Apply by  
July 31: www.nldpcleveland.com or 216-776-6167.

July 31, Thursday: Airport Terminal Meeting: 6:30pm at  
17720 Puritas Avenue, school gym on St. Patrick campus. 

October 29, Wednesday: Neighborhood Summit Celebration. Doors  
open at 6pm with a meal and the program starts at 7pm and ends with a 
dessert social at 8pm.  Fogarty Hall, 14040 Puritas Ave., beneath Blessed 
Trinity Church’s sanctuary.  All ages welcome, handicap accessible. 

Bellaire Puritas is located at:
14703 Puritas Avenue   n   Cleveland, OH 44135

Phone: 216-671-2710   n   Fax: 216-671-9868
www.bpdc.org

1st Tuesday: Neighborhood Education Committee @ 6:30pm.   
Neighborhood Education Team meets at BPDC. All are welcome. 
2nd Tuesdays: West Park Airport Committee meets at BPDC’s Mary 
Kaser Community Room at 7pm. Check www.bpdc.org for details
4th Tuesdays: West Park Youth Mobilization Team @ 5:30pm at BPDC


