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Bellaire-Puritas Neighborhood Profile 

 The Bellaire Puritas neighborhood on the southwest side of Cleveland remains among the most 

stable in the city despite the country’s deep economic recession.  While the characteristics 

which have made it a great community remain strong, over the past decade it has not been 

immune to the effects of population loss, plant closings, unemployment, foreclosure and 

struggling schools that have hurt the rest of Northeast Ohio. 

The neighborhood, as defined in this report, is contiguous with Ward 18, bounded by West 

130th Street on the east, Rocky River Drive on the west, Lorain Avenue on the north and 

Brookpark Road on the south. It contains the Puritas-Longmead, Jefferson, and Riverside 

statistical planning areas. It is a young family- and senior-friendly community with generally 

well-maintained, small homes, many of them bungalows, and easy access to schools, 

workplaces and recreation.  

Bellaire Puritas’ southwest corner includes parts of Cleveland Hopkins International Airport; 

several business and industrial parks are located in the area, along with 16 K-elementary 

schools and two high schools. Eight city parks call this neighborhood home. On the far west side 

of the ward is the Emerald hotel and office park, bordered by the Rocky River MetroParks.  The 

main commercial and retail strips in the neighborhood run along Puritas Avenue, West 150th 

Street, West 130th Street, Lorain Avenue and Rocky River Drive.  

 Bellaire Puritas Development Corp. has served this area since 1992. The agency initially focused 

on constructing new housing, rehabilitating older housing, and housing assistance, such as paint 

and home repair programs run in conjunction with the city. BPDC also had participated in 

housing code enforcement, lead paint inspections and other activities to ensure a stable 

residential building stock. In its early years, BPDC also offered safety and technical assistance to 

businesses. 

 These housing and technical assistance programs remain strong , have served literally 

thousands of residents over the past 19 years and have been a major stabilizing force for our 

neighborhood, especially in the midst of the national housing crisis of the past two years.  But 

BPDC also has evolved since its beginning years to address other types of community needs.  

 Programs now include expanded safety services, including court and neighborhood 

watch training, and a neighborhood mediation and conflict resolution program.   

 About seven years ago, BPDC began community organizing, which in turn launched 

initiatives aimed at improving the quality of life for residents in less visible, but equally 

important ways. For example, at an initial organizing summit, the community identified 

two major areas of concern: the schools and noise from the airport.  From that meeting, 
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a Neighborhood Education Committee, which encourages community involvement in 

the schools, was formed as was the West Park Airport Committee, which has diligently 

worked to address noise issues. 

 Because of BPDC’s growing relationships with schools in the neighborhood, it 

participated in the design teams for new school buildings in the area, and has planned 

some of it Model Block activities around reconstructed schools. On a parallel track, the 

agency has grown its youth development services many fold. Because there had been a 

lack of services for youth in the area, BPDC stepped in to fill the gaps. In the past two 

years, it has been part of the MyCom Youth Initiative, a county-wide effort to coordinate 

and strengthen services for youth. Bellaire Puritas is one of eight pilot neighborhoods in 

Cuyahoga County to receive funding to research best practices and implement 

strategies to engage youth and develop youth leadership, coordinate services among a 

variety of providers,  and to bring services into the neighborhood that were not 

previously available. 

  To address the growing needs for other types of social services in our community, BPDC 

in 2009 became a site for the Home Energy Assistance Program, the state-funded effort 

to assist income-eligible residents pay their utility bills. The use of that program, which 

served thousands of residents from both inside and outside our neighborhood in 2009, 

attests to the financial struggles prevalent in Northeast Ohio in 2010. 

 Lastly, BPDC also has become part of the city’s sustainability movement, restoring an 

urban wetlands in the neighborhood, and working with partners to prevent storm water 

runoff and otherwise preserve the natural environment in a way that also helps 

residents and businesses. The agency’s efforts to prevent flooding and soil erosion, 

create urban gardens and make productive use of vacant land has been in keeping with 

the city’s and region’s sustainability goals. BPDC has worked the U.S. EPA, the Northeast 

Ohio Sewer District and others to form strong and creative partnerships. 

Demographic profile of the BPDC service area, or Ward 18: 

Like the rest of Cleveland and northeast Ohio, the neighborhood has, lost a percentage of the 

23,000 residents that were recorded in the 2000 census (2010 census data was not available as 

of this writing).  This assumption of population decline is based on a slight rise in vacancy rates 

and foreclosure filings and smaller enrollments in some neighborhood schools. 

If the assumption about population decline between 2000 and 2010 holds true, that would 

follow a loss of between 2% and 4% between 1990 and 2000. However, BPDC also anticipates 

that –based on a lower rate of vacancies and foreclosure  - our population loss will not be as 

high as the city overall in 2010. 
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Based on 2000 census figures, the population of Ward 18 was about 80% white, about 13% 

African-American and about 6% Hispanic. The remaining residents were a combination of Asian, 

Arab and Native American. The median income in 2000 was $37,751, compared with $25,928 

for the city as a whole. 

 In 2000, the community’s population data reflected a mix of age groups, with its adult-to-child 

ratio standing at 2.9, compared with 3 for Cuyahoga County, indicating that the ward is not 

more heavily populated with any one age group than other geographic areas. About 12.8% of 

the ward was over age 65 and 16.5% of the ward was over age 60.  This is comparable to overall 

Cuyahoga County figures. The high percentage of children (more than 25% of the ward was 

under age 17) reflects the continuing character of the neighborhood as one which attracts 

young families into its smaller, “starter” homes. However, we know that national trends show 

that overall the population is getting older as the Baby Boom generation reaches retirement 

age; many of those who purchased homes in previous decades in the Bellaire Puritas area have 

remained in their homes and may need services as they get older. 

Since the last census count, we know that unemployment in Ohio rose dramatically, to over 

11% statewide in 2009.  About 16% of the adult population was unemployed, underemployed 

or no longer looking for work, according to a report by Policy Matters Ohio, a Cleveland 

research group. 

The statistics for unemployed workers in Ward 18 have been equally discouraging.  State figure 

show unemployment claims in the 44135 zip code rose to 2,485 in December 2008 from 1587 in 

December of 2006.  Those 2008 claims would represent far more than 10%, and perhaps as 

much as 15% to 20% of the adult population of the ward. While we don’t know exactly how 

that corresponds to activity in housing, local spending and other economic indicators, common 

sense tells us that people are hurting without jobs, and the effect is therefore negative for our 

community overall.   

Even 10 years ago, at the 2000 census, the area was beginning to be affected by increasing 

rates of poverty. The poverty rate for Ward 18 (then Ward 20) stood at 10.4% and those who 

fell within 200% of the poverty level – still a very low income – represented 27.6% of our ward’s 

residents.  The area still fares better than the city overall, however. About 27% of Cleveland’s 

population fell below the poverty line in 2008 and a much higher percentage fell within 200% of 

the poverty line. 

The figures for unemployment claims correspond to shifts in the area’s industrial base. 

Historically, the South West side of Cleveland has been home to a large percentage of the city’s 
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manufacturing firms. That remains the case, but, as is true in the rest of Northeast Ohio, that 

base is shrinking.  

There currently are 170 industrial firms in Ward 18, according to data from WIRE-Net (the West 

Side Industrial Expansion and Retention Network). Those companies employ 5,972 people. That 

compares with 220 firms that employed about 11,000 a decade ago. Currently, the ward is 

home to over 300 commercial and retail establishments; employment data on those companies 

is not available. 

Along with incomes, home values have been falling here as a result of the housing market 

crash, predatory lending, and other factors.   The average home sales price in the ward stood at 

$99,748 in 2005; that fell to $45,356 in 2009.  In 2009, the area recorded 339 foreclosure filings, 

compared with 58 in 2005. However, the foreclosure figure is low compared with other areas of 

the city and county. In contrast, there were over 14,000 foreclosure filings in Cuyahoga County 

in 2007. 

The income, housing and population declines in the city, ward and county overall have had a 

wide range of effects on our neighborhood schools. Whereas only 10 or 15 years ago only a 

handful of public schools (one high school)  and a few parochial schools dotted the 

neighborhood landscape. Now there are several charter schools and two private schools but 

fewer and smaller parochial schools. There are now 16 elementary schools in our service area 

and two high schools. 

The Cleveland Metropolitan School District schools in Ward 18 have remained relatively 

unscathed by closings that have affected other neighborhoods. In fact, four neighborhood 

schools have been rebuilt under the district’s capital improvement plan and enrollment has 

remained steady or even increased at those schools.  BPDC has worked with those schools as 

institutional neighborhood anchors and recognized their importance to stabilizing our 

community.  

Other factors that have and will affect the neighborhood in coming years include the closing of 

two Catholic churches that have been merged into another parish and the shrinking enrollment 

and merging of parochial schools. 

Despite what appears to be bad news on some fronts, there are many indicators of 

neighborhood life that are strong in the Bellaire Puritas neighborhood.  Here are some 

examples: 

 Efforts to engage residents in improving the quality of life in the neighborhood have 

been successful, as exemplified by a strong citizens committees on the airport and 
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education; community-building events such as the annual Bellaire Puritas Arts Festival, 

the Ice Crime Social and the Neighborhood Summit draw large crowds of participants 

and volunteers; 

 Residents have been highly supportive of environmental restoration activities such as 

BPDC’s work on the Puritas Wetlands; 

 Despite the declining economy, the overwhelming majority of residents in Ward 18 have 

maintained their homes, sometimes on their own and sometimes with the help of home 

improvement programs offered through BPDC; 

 Crime rates in the area remain very low, below levels of a decade ago; 

 RTA has undertaken a $9 million renovation of the Puritas/W. 150th Street rapid station, 

a major development activity that is sure to be a boon to residents and businesses along 

the West 150th commercial corridor; 

 

Many of the programs undertaken by BPDC since its inception have helped the neighborhood 

weather the economic downturn of recent years. Despite the negative indicators, we have 

helped residents stay in their homes, send their children to improved schools, and made sure 

they could play in parks that are safe and well-maintained. With a continuation of its tried-and-

true services and innovations in collaborating with other organizations to respond to new needs 

and situations, we are confident that the neighborhood will continue to be a stable and great 

place to live in the city of Cleveland. 
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Bellaire-Puritas Neighborhood Plan – Housing 

 

The housing stock in the Bellaire-Puritas neighborhood has remained relatively stable over the years.  

The majority of the houses in this neighborhood were built from the 1930’s through the 1960’s.  The 

oldest houses in the area are located in the northeastern most section of the neighborhood around 

Jefferson Park.  These homes were built primarily in the 1930’s.  The rest of the neighborhood was built 

out from the post World War II era through the 1960’s with a steady progression from the eastern part 

of the neighborhood westward.  Since the 1960’s the majority of the housing development in the area 

has been infill housing.  The majority of the homes in the neighborhood are between 750 to 1400 square 

feet.  While there has been an increase in the number of rental units in the neighborhood, the majority 

of the houses in the neighborhood are still owner-occupied.   

The City of Cleveland has recently been waging an uphill battle against the foreclosure crisis that has 

plagued the entire country, the Bellaire-Puritas neighborhood is no exception.  However, the foreclosure 

crisis has not had as great an impact on this neighborhood as it has in the rest of the City and some parts 

of the county.  On average, we consistently have approximately 300 vacant houses in our neighborhood.  

BPDC conducts quarterly vacancy surveys for the city that indicate turnover in the houses that become 

vacant.  This absorption by housing market absorbing has helped our neighborhood avoid a significant 

crisis from the abandonment and foreclosure of local homes.  Recommendations identified through the 

neighborhood planning process address the foreclosure problem, as well as address the other current 

housing needs of our residents. 

Vacant Housing: 

Bellaire-Puritas Development Corporation has begun, and will continue, to address the vacant housing 

issue in our neighborhood through a comprehensive plan.  The plan includes both strategies to minimize 

the appearance of vacant homes in our neighborhood, as well as working to return the vacant homes to 

a productive use. 

The first step in the process is identifying and tracking the vacant homes in our neighborhood.  BPDC 

conducts a complete vacant housing survey of the entire neighborhood quarterly.  We also track in-

depth all foreclosures in the neighborhood.  Once identified, our initial goal is to help make the homes 

appear as occupied, if possible.  We work with management companies (safeguard?) to ensure houses 

are secure and the yards are maintained.  We attempt to keep all homes secure without having to 

board.  In cases where no third party is located to maintain the home, we will secure the home and 

maintain the yard through our neighborhood services program. 
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Next, we concentrate housing improvements and code enforcement efforts on occupied homes in areas 

with a large amount of foreclosures as a way of staving off blight.  For the entire neighborhood of 

streets off W 130th street, just north of I-480, BPDC has consistently conducted annual code 

enforcement surveys.  Currently our two model block areas are in neighborhoods with this high level of 

vacancy due to foreclosure (Milligan Avenue off of W. 130th Street and the Gilmour neighborhood.)  In 

these areas we have actively marketed our home improvement programs, and have worked with the 

City’s Department of Building and Housing on identifying code violations.  We have and will continue to 

work with homeowners on bringing their houses into compliance.  We will continue to employ this 

strategy systematically throughout the neighborhood to eliminate the gradual decline of an entire street 

that so often follows after several homes on the street are left vacant for extended periods of time. 

Finally, Bellaire-Puritas 

Development 

Corporation will work 

with local developers 

to acquire vacant 

homes and rehabilitate 

them to return them to 

a productive use.  

Currently, with high 

turnover and low cost 

of homes, our efforts 

will be done in 

conjunction with the 

City of Cleveland’s HUD 

Real Estate Program.  

With this program 

BPDC will evaluate the 

houses to determine if 

they should be rehabbed and sold or demolished.  In the W. 130th Street neighborhood, where we 

observe a higher turnover of homeownership  to rental properties, BPDC will only entertain 

rehabilitation proposals that will place homes for sale to individuals and families who intend to occupy 

the homes. We will not entertain rehabilitation proposals from landlords who intend to rent the homes.   

BPDC will promote demolition of vacant and abandoned properties immediately adjacent to the Chevy 

Branch of the Big Creek as part of our storm water management goals outlined in the Green Space 

section of this plan. Demolition strategies include utilizing the demolition option presented in the City of 

Cleveland HUD Real Estate Program.  Whenever possible we will also advocate banks and other 

institutional property holders to demolish homes adjacent to the creek at their own expense, and return 

the vacant land to a productive green use.  
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Senior Housing Needs: 

As the population of the Bellaire-Puritas community ages we need to continue to address seniors’ 

needs, and develop innovative ways that will afford people the opportunity to “age in place.”  Our 

senior services program helps seniors with small home and yard maintenance needs.  However, 

sometimes this is not enough to allow people to stay in their homes as they age.  By applying universal 

design principles, our intent is to do home modifications that can help older residents live independently 

in their homes longer. 

Much of our housing stock is already somewhat senior-friendly; all living quarters, a full bathroom and 

laundry are on the first floor.  The homes can be made even more senior-friendly through common 

remodeling projects that provide solutions to common barriers that seniors face in their homes.  These 

adjustments can be made while 

maintaining the overall 

appearance of the house.  These 

design modifications include wider 

doors and hallways, easier-to-

operate latches and appliances, 

and user-friendly bathrooms and 

kitchens. 

 

The “aging in place” concept 

would not be complete if we only 

looked at housing-type and did not 

include housing location while 

determining where to best focus 

BPDC’s universal design efforts.  

Seniors must be able to easily access basic goods and services while they age.  The ideal locations for 

this type of design are near local shopping amenities and public transportation.  Puritas Avenue and 

Lorain Avenue are both on bus lines that can take you to a rapid station, and have amenities such as 

grocery stores and drug stores.  In addition the neighborhood must be conducive to pedestrian traffic.  

BPDC will focus its attention on developing universal design nodes in these areas.  We will also look at 

property as it becomes available on Lorain and Puritas Avenues for potential locations for other senior 

housing development options on a project basis, such as additional independent or assisted senior living 

facilities. 

 

Multi-Family Housing: 
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There are many amenities that make the Bellaire-Puritas neighborhood an attractive neighborhood in 

which one would like to live.  There is easy access to three highways (I-71, I-480, and I-90) and public 

transportation, via the RTA rapid and several RTA bus routes.  People in our neighborhood have a quick 

commute downtown, to western and to southern parts of Cuyahoga County.  While the neighborhood 

has affordable for-sale homes, houses for rent, and some affordable apartments in the neighborhood, 

the neighborhood is lacking upscale apartment units. Bellaire-Puritas also does not have much vacant 

land where an upscale apartment complex can easily be built by an interested developer.   

The key to attracting more upscale apartments to the neighborhood is in the identification of possible 

properties as they become available, and attracting appropriate developers to Bellaire-Puritas.  Ideally 

these properties will be 

located in areas near the 

highways or on public 

transportation routes.  

Amenities current 

residents believed are 

indicative of an upscale 

apartment include gyms, 

pools, courtyards, and 

parking facilities.  Once 

developed, these types of 

units could be marketed to 

the people who currently 

work in the neighborhood 

in one of our industrial or 

business parks, do not live 

in the neighborhood, yet. 

 

 

New Construction and Rehab Housing: 

The majority of the housing stock in the Bellaire-Puritas neighborhood is under 1500 square feet, small 

for today’s standard house.  These existing houses serve as good starter homes, but as families grow and 

look for a larger home in the neighborhood, their options are limited. 

BPDC has the Longmead Townhome project, in the Milligan/Longmead area east of West 130th Street 

that offers larger homes for adult households and smaller families.  Currently BPDC is pursuing 

construction of the second phase of this new construction housing project. 
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Bellaire-Puritas is a very family-friendly neighborhood.  All three of our CMSD elementary schools have 

been rebuilt and there are also several parochial school and charter school options and excellent private 

school options available in the neighborhood.  The parks and recreation center in the neighborhood are 

also inviting to families. 

Our plans for possible new housing construction are designed for families, and are focused near R.G. 

Jones Elementary School in the area of West 150th Street and London Avenue.  There is vacant land at 

the eastern end of 

London Avenue that 

is currently owned 

by a church that 

presents the best 

possibility for new 

home construction.  

The proposed design 

for the new homes 

is similar to the 

other homes in the 

area, but would be 

slightly larger.  The 

houses would 

provide a family the 

opportunity to 

“move up” in the 

same neighborhood.   

Two other areas in which BPDC would focus new construction housing efforts would be on W. 140th 

Street and Puritas Avenue by Artemus Ward Elementary School, and W. 140th and just south of Lorain 

Avenue near Garfield Elementary School.  BPDC’s efforts of rehabbing starter homes for sale also 

centers around these three school locations. 
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Bellaire-Puritas Neighborhood Plan – Commercial 

 

There are four identifiable commercial corridors in the Bellaire-Puritas neighborhood.  The first 

is the Lorain Avenue commercial district.  The boundaries of this commercial district are W. 

134th Street to the train trestle just west of W. 143rd Street on the north side of Lorain, and W. 

130th Street to the train trestle on the south side of Lorain.  BPDC’s portion of Lorain Avenue is 

situated between the Variety Theater District to the east and Kamm’s Corners to the west.  

Lorain is zoned mostly for general retail, and most of the retail in this area are commercial 

storefronts.  There are also several auto repair, gas stations, and used auto dealers, several 

bars, a retail shopping plaza, and a large grocery store in this commercial district. 

The West 130th Street commercial district runs from Bellaire to Brookpark Road on the west 

side and from the train trestle just north of Lena to Brookpark Road on the east side of the 

street.  The majority of this district is zoned general retail.  There are several local retail 

storefronts in this district, and many used car lots and auto repair businesses.  The area 

surrounding this district is primarily single-family housing and there are several houses and 

mixed-use buildings on W. 130th Street.  Industries are located off of the W. 130th Street 

commercial district on Enterprise Parkway, as well as at the end of several of the residential 

side streets. 

The Puritas Avenue 

commercial corridor includes 

all of Puritas Avenue from 

W. 138th Street on the east 

and West 160th Street on the 

west.  This district is the 

most vital commercial 

district in the Bellaire-Puritas 

neighborhood.  The zoning in 

this district varies from local 

retail to general retail, and 

includes a shopping center.  

There are several small retail 

businesses on the street, 

two large shopping plazas, 

fast food restaurants and gas 

stations, and smaller 
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shopping strips.   A few single family homes are mixed into the street, as well as several small 

apartment complexes and a large apartment complex.  An industrial park is located off of W. 

160th Street at the western end of this commercial district. 

The final commercial district in the Bellaire-Puritas neighborhood is located on Rocky River 

Drive from Parkmount Avenue to the Brookpark boarder on the west and from Puritas Avenue 

to the Brookpark boarder on the east.  The zoning on Rocky River Drive includes local retail and 

2-family housing.  There are a few local businesses from Parkmount north to Puritas on Rocky 

River Drive.  Cleveland Business Park is located further south on Rocky River Drive across from 

all of the rental car businesses the serve Cleveland Hopkins International Airport.  A few single 

family homes north of Parkmount and the senior apartment building of Riverside Park Estates, a 

CMHA estate, is the only housing on Rocky River Drive. 

Zoning Review: 

A comprehensive review of the zoning in the commercial corridors of the Bellaire-Puritas 

neighborhood needs to be completed, and changes need to be made to match the zoning to 

the current and desired land use.  The zoning on Lorain Avenue needs to be adjusted to local 

retail from the current zoning which allows much heavier uses.  This will bring the acceptable 

business uses more into the scale with the walkable commercial corridor that Lorain was 

intended to be.  The businesses that will be permitted in this area are the types of businesses 

that would serve the immediate neighborhood. 

The current zoning on Puritas Avenue does not match the current land uses on the street.  The 

mixed zoning can deter some local retail businesses from moving in because some parcels that 

appear to be retail are actually zoned residential, and some parcels are zoned for much more 

intense uses than local retail.  By matching the zoning with the current land uses a more local 

retail business-friendly atmosphere will be created on Puritas Avenue.  Zoning changes on this 

street will help maintain, and grow, the strongest commercial center in the neighborhood.   

The zoning on W. 130th Street needs to be better arranged to include all current uses on the 

street in a way that is more friendly to the surrounding residential neighborhood.  W. 130th 

Street is the commercial area of the BPDC neighborhood that has the most highway access (I-71 

or the northern boundary and I-480 on the southern boundary).  There is an industrial park 

located at the southern end of this district near the highway.  This Industrial area does not 

impinge on the residential area in any way, and is an asset to the neighborhood.  The northern 

boundary of this district boarders I-71, and is home to heavier use businesses that need 

highway access such as a lumber yard, the City’s impound lot, and a two used auto parts 

dealers.  Businesses that are more closely related to these types of light industrial uses should 
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be located on either end of this commercial district, while the center of this commercial district 

that is surrounded by a residential neighborhood should be zoned for smaller local retail 

businesses that serve the immediate community.  

Rocky River Drive south of Puritas has many challenges as a commercial corridor.  Many of the 

homes in this area were demolished in the 1990’s as part of the airport expansion.  Therefore, 

there are fewer residents in the neighborhood to support local businesses.  Also, no new 

housing will be built in this area because of the neighborhoods close proximity to the airport.  

Many people in this area come to the Puritas Avenue commercial district to shop.  Only half of 

the Cleveland Business Park has been built, and when demand increases Chelm Properties will 

build out their business park on the west side of Rocky River Drive.  The airport is also looking at 

the property they own in this area for commercial development in their master plan.  BPDC will 

continue to work with the airport on their master plan and involve the residents and businesses 

in the area in any airport development plans on Rocky River Drive. 

 

Commercial Corridors and Housing: 

Some type of housing is incorporated in each of the four commercial corridors.  Some of the 

housing is appropriate for the areas, and some is not.  There are locations along these corridors 

where there could potentially be additional housing, and some of the current housing is 

underutilized.   

Lorain Avenue has the potential to be a very walkable street with great amenities for the 

surrounding residents such as a park, a bus line, a drug store, and a grocery store.  BPDC will 

evaluate property along Lorain Avenue as it becomes available for possible multi-family 

housing.  There is already multi-family housing along Puritas Avenue, and BPDC needs to 

continue to work towards upgrading the quality of these properties through code enforcement 

efforts.  The single-family housing on Puritas Avenue needs to be phased out to make the 
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corridor more business-oriented.  BPDC needs to work with property owners in the W. 130th 

Street district on better promoting the mixed-use buildings on the street as live/work space.  

Due to the noise from the airport, BPDC will continue to advocate no new housing in the Rocky 

River Drive area. 

Commercial Corridor Improvements: 

People want to shop in places where they feel comfortable, where they feel safe, and where it 

is convenient.  BPDC will continue to work with businesses to improve the overall appearance 

of the commercial corridors. 

One way in which BPDC seeks to improve the appearance of the neighborhood is through 

greening efforts in commercial areas.  BPDC will work with businesses on encouraging planter 

boxes in front of businesses, and establishing an “adopt-a-spot” program for neighborhood 

areas.  Besides improving the look of just a single business, these programs will help to develop 

a sense of identity in these commercial areas, and make the areas more attractive to people 

walking.  The more people that are out in the retail districts, the safer the districts become. 

Convenience is also key to a successful retail strip.  One reason why people have said they shop 

on Puritas Avenue is because it is easy to find parking in the area.  This is not so of Lorain 

Avenue and West 130th Street.  BPDC will work to develop additional parking in these two areas 

where the current parking is not adequate. 

BPDC will also continue to work in improving the physical appearance of the commercial areas 

by working with the City in two areas.  The first is through commercial code enforcement with 

the Department of Building and Housing.  The second area is by promoting city programs, such 

as the Storefront Renovation Program and the Neighborhood Retail Assistance Program, to 

businesses as tools they can use to improve the facades of their buildings. 
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Bellaire-Puritas Neighborhood Plan – Green Spaces/Institutional 

 

Parks and green spaces are a unique feature of the Bellaire-Puritas neighborhood that presents many 

opportunities for growth and development.  This neighborhood is home to nine city parks, an 88 acre 

wetland, a wetland on twelve parcels in the middle of a residential street, and two branches on the Big 

Creek.  All of these are key starting points for future green space development projects.  There are also 

several institutional buildings in our neighborhood that are in the process of being closed.  Adaptive 

reuses of these buildings are instrumental in keeping our neighborhood vibrant. 

 

Continue efforts throughout the neighborhood that help to eliminate flooding: 

 

Our storm water initiative focuses on the West 130th Street and Gilmore Park neighborhoods; two 

neighborhoods that are unique because they have been prone to flooding over the years due to the 

Chevy Branch of the Big Creek flowing through these neighborhoods towards Lake Erie.  The Big Creek is 

the third largest tributary of the Cuyahoga River, and the 130 miles of streams and culverts that 

comprise the Big Creek are responsible for draining water from a 38 square mile area including North 

Royalton, Middleburg Heights, Brook Park, Parma Heights, Parma, Linndale, Brooklyn, and Cleveland.  

The Big Creek watershed is the most heavily urbanized watershed in the Cuyahoga River watershed with 

over 90% of the Big Creek watershed being developed and having 52% of the surface of this watershed 

being impervious.   

 

While the Chevy Branch of the Big Creek has caused challenges in the W. 130th Street and Gilmore Park 

neighborhoods in the past, it also presents tremendous opportunities for these neighborhoods in terms 

of green space development.  These neighborhoods are the most densely populated areas of the 

Bellaire-Puritas service area.  The average lot width in this neighborhood is between 35 and 50 feet 

wide.  It is also the area of Bellaire-Puritas that has the lowest home values.  There are several 

environmental initiatives we have undertaken or are planning to undertake to improve both of these 

areas. 

 Thinning out the housing stock in this area through targeted demolition would be beneficial to 

this area for several reasons.  A decrease in the amount of impervious surface area in this 

neighborhood allows for the opportunity to improve storm water management in the area, 

especially in the riparian zone along the creek.  A healthy riparian zone along the creek helps 

reduce flooding in areas by the creek by acting as a giant sponge when the water in the creek 

rises.  The first thing that plantings in the riparian zone do is reduce soil erosion along the bank 

of the creek by holding the soil together with their roots and protecting the soil from erosion by 

direct impact from heavy rains.  The plants also absorb excess water in the creek area, and slow 

down the runoff through the area by forcing the water to meander through the area as opposed 

to going directly into the stream.  The plants also absorb many of the pollutants in the runoff, 

which keeps the pollutants from flowing into Lake Erie.  Besides reducing flooding, it has been 
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shown that a healthy riparian area increases the biodiversity of an area and provides a wildlife 

habitat rich in food and shelter for animals.   

Improving the property values in this neighborhood for the owner-occupants in this area is a 

goal of the Bellaire-Puritas Development Corporation.  There are several strategies BPDC is 

engaged in to achieve this goal.  Market rate housing development and targeted housing rehab 

for sale to owner-occupants are some of these strategies.  Riparian areas have also been shown 

to improve the quality of life for the people living in around the area by increasing the green 

space, and also improving the property values in the area.  Thus by returning vacant houses 

along the creek to vacant green space BPDC will be improving the housing values for the existing 

homeowners in the W. 130th Street and Gilmore Park neighborhoods. 

 

As homes become vacant through the foreclosure process along the creek throughout the W. 

130th Street and Gilmore Park areas, it is the intention of the Bellaire-Puritas Development 

Corporation to work to demolish targeted homes that are on lots adjacent to the creek, and 

return the land to the City of Cleveland.  BPDC then will work with outside organizations 

(NEORSD, Cuyahoga Soil and Water Conservation District, etc.) to restore the riparian zone on 

these lots.  BPDC will also work with these organizations to do native planting on the rest of the 

lots that will help to absorb runoff in the area before it enters the creek. 

 

We started employing this strategy this past winter in the Gilmore Park neighborhood.  There 

was a house on W. 131st Street just north of Gilmore Avenue that was a foreclosed HUD home 

that abutted the creek that was demolished through working with the City of Cleveland.  We 

recently received Re-Imaging Cleveland funds to enhance this lot by incorporating storm water 

management practices into a green design plan for the lot.  The Environmental Protection 

Agency and the North East Ohio Regional Sewer District are working with us on the designs for 

this lot, as well as another vacant lot n Milligan next to the creek that we received funds for 

through Re-Imagining Cleveland for storm water management work.   

 

Other houses that are going through foreclosure and are vacant, two of which are HUD owned, 

have been identified by BPDC for demolition, and given to the City for approval.  BPDC intends 

to seek additional funding from outside sources to employ storm water management practices 

on these lots as well.  We will continue to identify these types of properties as they become 

available. 

 

 Another strategy that we have planned to reduce the amount of water that enters the creek is 

the promotion of rain barrel installation and rain garden enhancements on houses and garages 

that we have identified that have storm water runoff that directly drains into the creek.  We 

anticipate receiving a certain number of free rain barrels from the City of Cleveland this summer 

to install throughout our neighborhood.  We will reserve a portion of those rain barrels for 
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homes along the creek, and install the rain barrels at the homes to divert storm water from 

draining directly into the creek from the home and garage roofs.  We will also hold a workshop 

for the residents in these neighborhoods on how to install a rain garden in their yards as a way 

of reducing the amount storm water that enters the creek. 

 

 Keeping the creek free of trash and debris is a crucial environmental strategy we have been and 

in which we continue to be engaged in the West 130th Street and Gilmore Park neighborhoods.  

Keeping the channel clean in order for rainwater to pass through the neighborhood and 

minimize flooding is only one benefit of creek clean-up campaigns.  Removing litter and yard 

clippings from the creek regularly also minimizes erosion, preserves water quality, minimizes 

creek contamination from pollutants, and contributes to the survival of the plants and wildlife 

that make the Chevy Branch of the Big Creek their home.  Therefore, we have been actively 

involved in an annual spring creek clean up, and will continue to do so.  We periodically use our 

neighborhood services staff, and their volunteers, to help keep the creek clean.  We will also 

continue to educate the public on the dangers of dumping into our creek.   

 

The Puritas Wetlands is a collaborative project in which BPDC, a local business, environmental 

organizations and government agencies worked together to enhance a natural wetlands that has formed 

in a water detention basin. The wetlands help reduce pollution in our water supply while mitigating 

storm water runoff. 

    

The water detention basin - formed after a fertilizer plant had abandoned the property – drove storm 

water runoff from Ohio Interstate 480 and Interstate 71 into an underground culvert.  Officials from 

Oatey Co., which had built an environmentally friendly warehouse next to the basin in 2003, noticed 

that the site, two miles south of Lake Erie, had been attracting an extraordinary number of migratory 

and nesting birds.  

 

The Puritas Wetlands Partnership began 

forming in 2003 when Oatey first 

brought the site to the attention of the 

Wildlife Habitat Council; a national non-

profit advocacy group dedicated to 

helping corporations manage their 

unused land in an ecologically sensitive 

manner for the benefit of wildlife.  

Bellaire Puritas also was made aware of 

the site and its ecological significance at 

this time; soon after it became the lead 

agency which would form a collaborative 

of partners interested in addressing 



   

19 

 

water quality issues as well as plant and wildlife protection in the Wetlands. 

 

Since 2004, the partnership has grown to include the Cleveland Museum of Natural History, the city of 

Cleveland’s Department of Planning and Division of Water, which address flooding and water quality 

issues, the Cuyahoga River Remedial Action Plan, which works to restore the Cuyahoga River and its 

tributaries, and the Friends of Big Creek, an environmental group working to improve land and water 

resources in the Big Creek Watershed where the Puritas Wetlands resides. 

 

In 2005 the museum surveyed the flora and avian species in the Wetlands.  The survey discovered that 

at least 138 avian species, including the endangered yellow-bellied sapsucker, and “species of concern” 

such as the American bittern, the olive-sided flycatcher and the Wilson’s snipe, could be found in the 

basin. More than 66 plant species, including the first recorded discovery of sun drops in Cuyahoga 

County and the rare whorled milkweed, have been identified.  

 

Late in 2005, Bellaire Puritas hosted public meetings to present information and solicit input from the 

community about the wetlands project.  The community has been very supportive of the project since 

that time.  BPDC has kept the community abreast of the wetlands project through its newsletters and 

website postings, flyers and notices at libraries and at churches and recreation centers, and at meetings 

of affiliated groups such as the Friends of Big Creek.    

     

In 2006, the Puritas Wetlands Partnership received a grant from the National Fish and Wildlife 

Federation to increase preservation efforts for the wetlands. Those funds were used to spray targeted 

portions of the basin to control invasive plants from overtaking the area, and to allow for greater growth 

on native, non-invasive species. 

 

BPDC and its partners held the first Puritas Wetlands Planting Day on April 25, 2008.  Members from the 

partner organizations and community residents came together to plant native plants in the basin that 

would benefit the birds that stop in the wetlands during their migration.  It was at this planting day that 

the first sighting of two bald eagles occurred by the Cleveland Museum of Natural History in the 

wetlands.   A small grant award from the Charter One Foundation allowed the group to hold its second 

planting day in May, 2009. 

 

Both planting days were evidence of the community’s high level of participation and interest in this 

project. Resident volunteers planted more than 100 trees, shrubs and smaller vegetation. The volunteer 

days accomplished several objectives, including the removal of trash and debris that had been dumped 

into the basin, plantings to protect invasive species from harming native vegetation, and improvement 

in the quality of the soil and the water filtration properties of the wetlands. 

 

        The measurable results of the Puritas Wetlands project have been: 

 The formation of a long-term collaborative effort that has contributed to the 

preservation of the wetlands through monitoring of water quality, surveying of plant 
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and bird species; and the planning of public green space that allows for public viewing 

access and educational opportunities; 

 Identification of a site for viewing the wetlands; 

 Securing of National Wildlife Federation Funds to spray invasive plant species and 

conduct  planting days; 

 Strong community support for the project as well as strong community involvement in 

maintaining the Wetlands through our volunteer planting days; 

 Significant lessening of flooding in streets nearby the wetlands, which will help maintain 

the structural quality of the homes in the area. 

 

BPDC is hoping that these very tangible accomplishments will lead to the next phase of our project: 

developing a place for the public to be able to view the wetlands.  We are seeking funds to create a 

public viewing area – which would include a viewing platform- on a parcel of land owned by the city 

that is adjacent to the wetlands. BPDC also intends to install educational signage and kiosks providing 

information about what a wetlands is and why it is important, which migratory birds use the wetlands 

and what native plants are in the wetlands.  

 

Develop creative re-uses for vacant lots in the neighborhood that focus on establishing more green 

space throughout the community: 

 

We plan on re-using and encouraging the re-use of vacant lots several different ways in our area to 

develop more green space throughout the community.  We will encourage spliting vacant lots in half 

and divide the lot amongst immediate neighbors for more yard space.  We will work to create more 

pocket parks on side streets in areas where the neighbors have expressed a desire to do so, and where 

the neighbors are committed to maintaining the parks.  We are partnering with OSU extension on 

developing more community gardens, and we are working to create rain gardens, especially in areas 

that flood.   

 

As vacant lots become available throughout the W. 130th Street neighborhood, BPDC will consider the 

possibilities of garage consolidations in the area.  This will allow for a large group of garages to be built 

on the vacant lot that can be accessed from a communal driveway.  The houses that share the garage 

would be able to demolish their existing garages and have more green space in their yards 

 

Continue to enhance and maintain the City of Cleveland Parks as assets in the BPDC service area: 
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The neighborhood has expressed 

approval for the current activities 

BPDC holds in the park, and the 

programs that we have that help 

maintain the existing parks that 

we have.  Therefore, BPDC will 

continue to engage in the 

following activities:  

 

• BPDC will continue to 

hosts events throughout 

the summer in local parks. 

• BPDC will continue to work 

with City maintenance 

workers on keeping the 

parks clean and safe to so everyone can enjoy the parks. 

• BPDC will continue to work with Cleveland Police and Security Company on keeping parks safe. 

• BPDC will continue to support and encourage other neighborhood groups and organizations to 

use our parks in a positive way. 

 

Work to re-use vacant institutional buildings for a community purpose: 

Over the next few years BPDC anticipates that several institutional buildings will become available due 

to church and school closings and consolidations.  The community has expressed an interest in 

maintaining these vacant institutional buildings as spaces that benefit the community.  Churches and 

schools help stabilize a neighborhood, and the adaptive re-use of these buildings should help meet the 

end goal of a more stable neighborhood.   

One use that BPDC will continue to look for funding and space for is that of a youth center.  Our youth 

planning process through MYCOM, as well as our neighborhood planning process, has identified this 

need in the neighborhood.  When appropriate while looking at the adaptive re-use of institutional and 

commercial buildings in our area, a youth center will always be considered a possibility. 
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Bellaire-Puritas Neighborhood Plan – Industrial 

 

The City of Cleveland was built on manufacturing.  Today, over twenty percent of the City of Cleveland’s 

industrial base falls within the boundaries of the Bellaire-Puritas neighborhood.  The industries that are 

in Ward 20 are vital to the City of Cleveland, the northeast Ohio region, and the immediate 

neighborhood.  Many of the businesses employ residents from the Bellaire-Puritas community.  The 

location of the neighborhood is ideal for businesses.  The proximity to the airport, rail lines, and three 

major interstates draw businesses to the area.  Our neighborhood has also been zoned appropriately to 

keep industrial uses separate from the residential, commercial and institutional uses with which they are 

not compatible. 

Industries have a much higher volume of truck traffic than residential or commercial districts.  Many 

industries operate on two or three shifts, as opposed to retail businesses, and there is a greater amount 

of noise associated with industries, as opposed to residences and retail commercial businesses.  

Industrial zoning allows for heavier uses than residential or commercial areas permitting a level of 

pollutants prohibited on residential or local retail property.  One advantage of the industrial zones in 

Bellaire-Puritas is the separate streets and sidewalks that serve as industrial parks and isolate these 

heavy uses from pedestrian traffic and protect the quality of life of residents and commercial business. 

The majority of the industry in the community is located in one of our several “industrial parks.”  The 

first industrial area is located on Enterprise Parkway off of West 130th Street (1).   This area is located at 

the southern end of West 130th Street near Brookpark Road and I-480.  Moving west, the second 

industrial area is located south of Puritas Avenue off of W. 143rd Street on West and Industrial Parkway 

(2).  The southern boundary of this area abuts railroad tracks and I-480.  The next industrial area 

includes West 160th Street, Industrial Parkway, and Manufacturing Parkway south of Puritas Avenue (3).  

There are two industrial areas closer to the airport, Cleveland Business Park on Rocky River Drive (4),  

and Emerald Corporate Park on Grayton Road (5).  These two areas include both industrial and office 

uses.  Additional industry is also located on W. 140th Street on and below the bridge between Lorain 

Avenue and Triskett Road.  
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BPDC will continue to work on retaining and growing the existing businesses in Ward 20, and work on 

maintaining full occupancy of our industrial properties.  We will also work with the industrial neighbors 

and the City of Cleveland to address ongoing maintenance and service concerns in the industrial parks. 
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The Bellaire-Puritas Development Corporation Planning Process 

The Bellaire-Puritas Development Corporation officially announced its planning process to the 

community at the annual neighborhood summit in October 2008.  We did several activities at 

the summit that got people thinking about the neighborhood and its future, and we announce a 

series of planning meetings that would begin in January 2009.   

We held two meetings a month in January, February and March 2009, one evening meeting and 

one daytime meeting.  Each month the planning meetings focused on a different topic.  The 

January meetings focused on housing, the February meetings focused on commercial, and the 

March meetings focused on green spaces and institutions.  Each meeting began with a 

presentation on the current state of neighborhood in relation to that month’s topics.  We then 

went through a series of guided questions to get community input on the future of the 

neighborhood, and ended each session with an open discussion about that day’s topic. 

Each month, after the meetings, the BPDC Board would get a summary of the meetings to 

discuss.  After all the meetings were held a draft plan was presented to the Board in July 2010.  

The Board voted to accept the plan at that time.  The final plan was presented to the 

community at the annual summit in October 2009. 


