
BPDC lets “Your Imagination Soar” October 30th!

Fall 2013

Public Art Plan seeks community inspiration
A celebration of the Jefferson Park neighborhood 
and the history of John Marshall High School  
were the common themes for public art projects 
discussed by residents and stakeholders at the public 
art planning meeting held in 
July.  The meeting was a part  
of a year-long public art plan-
ning process for the Lorain 
Avenue and West 140th Street 
corridors funded by Cuyahoga 
County Arts and Culture.  The 
final plan will be complete by 
the end of November.

The concept for a public art  
plan grew out of the Lorain  
Avenue Pedestrian-Friendly 
plan that was completed this 
past spring.  During that plan-
ning process the community 
voiced their desire to improve 
the aesthetics of Lorain Avenue, 
the intersection of West 140th 
Street and Lorain Avenue and 
West 140th Street.  This past 
spring and summer we have 
been gathering input for the public art plan through 
surveys with community residents and stakeholders 
and workshops with students at the local schools on 
West 140th Street. At the public meeting residents 

and stakeholders broke out into small groups and 
discussed types of public art they want to see in the 
neighborhood, where they want the art to be located, 
and what they want the art to represent.  The con-

versation was lively and spirited.  Everyone was 
excited about the possibility of using some of the 
stone materials salvaged from the demolition of the 
former John Marshall High School to create art in 

the neighborhood that links back to the neighbor-
hood’s history through the stone materials.  

People wanted to see art installations at Jefferson 
Park and by the schools on West 140th Street. They 
also wanted to enhance the bus stops on Lorain and 
West 140th Street with public art features to create 
 a real sense of place and improve the overall  
appearance of the street.  In addition, the intersec-
tion of West 140th and Lorain was identified as a 
major intersection where art can be used as a way 
of identifying the neighborhood.  The community 
expressed a desire to see both art for art’s sake and 
functional art like creative benches and trash cans.

BPDC is still looking to continue to gather input  
for our plan.  There are several ways you can  
participate.  You can take the entire survey online  
at http://publicart.bpdc.org/ or we can mail you  
a hard copy of the survey that you can get back to  
us.  You can also take the shorter survey in the 
newsletter on page 6 and mail it back to:

Melissa Miller at BPDC
14703 Puritas Avenue
Cleveland, OH 44135  

If you would like to participate in future public art 
meetings and events, please contact Melissa at  
216-671-2710 or m.miller@bpdc.org to be added  
to the mailing list.

Neighborhood Summit  
Celebration

Fogarty Hall beneath Blessed  
Trinity Church

Wednesday, October 30, 2013 
6:00-8:30 p.m.

14040 Puritas Avenue

Doors open at 6pm with a light  
dinner, music, and community expo, 
including gallery of student artwork; 
7pm program begins; 8pm dessert 

social begins
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Bienvenido! Bienvenue! Benvenuto! Bine ai venit! Welcome! Ahlan  
wa sahlan! Chào mừng bạn! Wilkomen! Swagatam! Joen pa Leg So!  

New to the neighborhood?  Get more information about the  
neighborhood at www.bpdc.org.
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Stone artist Giancarlo Calicchia donated his time conducting a public art  
workshop with kindergarteners at Garfield Elementary School as part of  
the public art planning.

When leaves crunch and school starts up again, the 
BPDC Neighborhood Summit Celebration is always 
around the corner.  We invite you to join us for din-
ner, dessert, and a slice of life here in the center of 
West Park Wednesday, October 30, 2013.
With public art planning underway for the W. 140th 
Street corridor, Dia de Muertos-themed entertain-
ment by West Park youth, a gallery of art on display 
from Artemus Ward, Garfield, and John Marshall 
students, and hands-on collaborative art, the event’s 
theme is “Let Your Imagination Soar.”  
Youth and adults will get exclusive views of our 
neighborhood businesses and residents with fast-
paced, visual presentations by diverse neighbor-
hood voices like Ernie LaManna, owner of the West 
Park Shell on Lorain Avenue and Brian Mercado, 
John Marshall senior class president and West Park 
MyCom leader.  Special guest Ward 18 Councilman 
Martin J. Sweeney will speak, as well.
Cuyahoga Community College (Tri-C) will have in-
formation about its Educational Opportunity Center, 

see Celebration pg 5

Stay up-to-date by signing  
up on our website for more frequent  

e-newsletters. 
www.bpdc.org



The cool autumn air confirms our 
progress on that path to a new year.  
At BPDC each year is filled with 
opportunities to meet new neighbors 
and deepen the relationships we have 
with the neighbors and volunteers we 
already know.
Our annual summit, to be held late 
October is a great chance for read-
ers of this Community Post to learn 

more, in person, about our agency, 
the many strengths of this West Park 
neighborhood and to sign up for ways 
to participate in its improvement and 
on-going success.  In the months 
ahead BPDC will offer more chances 
for residents and business employees 
to get involved.  Please consider how 
you can contribute to the improve-
ment of this excellent place to live and 
work, and pledge an extra effort to 
get to better know your neighbors and 
neighborhood.

We will hold resident and stake-
holder meetings for people that live 
anywhere near John Marshall High 
School to ensure excellence in and 
around the local public high school.  
We have opportunities to help shape 
the academic programs to be offered 
in the new John Marshall to make it at 
least as competitive as the surround-
ing cities’ high schools.  We will col-

laborate with area schools to ensure 
excellent after school opportunities for 
school children of all ages. We will 
impact the design and placement of 
public art for this neighborhood that 
reflects our belief in the strengths of 
this neighborhood and its people.  
Stay tuned to our website for these 
meeting schedules – better yet, go to 
our website and sign up for the  
e-newsletter to stay up to date.

We are soon planning the next Run 
Puritas 5k race– and invite people 
to run in the neighborhood that first 
weekend in May and raise funds for 
our 2014 special public events.  Last 
year we attracted excellent sponsors, 
beat our goal for the number of run-
ners – and hit our fundraising target. 
It was a great start to be followed 
by a 2nd great event. Offer to join 
the planning team by contacting me: 
b.gillooly@bpdc.org

We help turn around houses in fore-
closure so that properties do not sit 
empty longer than necessary.  Some 
houses we can acquire through the 
county landbank for rehab and sale.  
Some houses we flag for the sellers to 
consistently maintain during the tran-
sition from homeowner to court and 
back on the market again. Let us know 
the houses you are concerned about 
by calling 216-671-2710 with the ad-
dresses and your contact information.

Most importantly remember that a 
neighborhood may have houses and 
businesses, but it is the people that 
define the neighborhood, and people 
keep it strong. Mother Theresa said 
it, so I will repeat it “I want you to 
be concerned about your next door 
neighbor. Do you know your next door 
neighbor?” Get involved with BPDC 
and get to know your neighbors. It  
can make for a great new year.

Dear Friends,
The days may be getting shorter here 
in Cleveland, but work on a number 
of projects aimed at improving our 
quality of life around Ward 18 show 
no signs of slowing down.  Dirt is 
turning and construction crews will 
be busy with a number of projects this 
fall including the ongoing work at 

the John Marshall High School site, 
Family Dollar on W. 130th Street, 
and a number of much needed street 
improvements to Triskett and Warren 
roads.  The scope of work includes 
asphalt resurfacing, curbs, sidewalks, 
driveways, ADA ramps if necessary, 
drainage and new traffic signals.  
Construction is expected to start this 
fall and conclude in May 2014.
Safety is another concern of mine.  
With funds from a Homeland Secu-
rity grant, we will install 11 security 
cameras throughout Ward 18 includ-
ing Lorain Avenue and W. 140th 
Street, Lorain and W. 136th, W. 130th 
and Bellaire, W. 130th and Wilton, 
W. 130th and Sprecher, W. 150th at 
the Marriot, W. 150th and Puritas, 
W. 143rd and Puritas and McGowan, 
Terminal and Jefferson Parks.  The 
cameras will be online in October. 

Seniors, if you have not yet already 
done so, please check out our neigh-
borhood senior transportation connec-
tion (STC). This is a great service that 
can assist you with your weekly ap-
pointments and errands.  The program 
serves people 60 years of age or older 
who have limited options for transpor-
tation. The STC provides two, one-
way trips per week to eligible riders at 
a cost of $1 per one-way trip. If you 
have any questions about program, 
please call the Department of Aging  
at 216-664-2833.
And don’t forget this fall, the contin-
ued expansion of Cleveland’s auto-
mated waste collection and curbside 
recycling program to the northern 
most part of Ward 18. The new carts 
have been a great success in keeping 
our neighborhood clean and green.  
For more information about the city’s 

automated waste collection and curb-
side recycling program, please call 
216-664-3717.
The Ward 18 community continues 
to grow and thrive – and it is because 
of the support of active residents 
like you. I encourage you to call the 
Ward 18 office at 664-2942 with 
any concerns or questions. Together, 
we continue to make a difference in 
Cleveland.

Sincerely,

Martin J. Sweeney
Cleveland City Councilman, Ward 18
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A word from Councilman Sweeney

Improving the quality of life for Ward 18 residents

A word from Executive Director Bryan Gillooly

Looking ahead to challenges and opportunities in the new year

New intern will seek you out
My name is 
Dan Carroll, 
I am study-
ing economic 
development 
and finance at 
Cleveland State 
University and 
am interning at 

Bellaire-Puritas Development Cor-
poration (BPDC).  At BPDC, I will 
be taking major steps into commu-
nity development.  I will be working 
on multiple projects such as: survey-
ing community attitudes about John 
Marshall High School as part of the 
academic planning process; assisting 
in planning a potential new commu-
nity center; engaging the community 
around a public art plan; and market-
ing and promoting the model block 
home improvement grant program.  
All the projects are focused around 
making W. 140th St. the art and edu-
cation corridor of the neighborhood.   

I believe Cleveland has a lot to offer 
its residents and I want to build my 
focus around these opportunities. 
After I graduate and gather more 
knowledge of how different processes 
work, I want to have my own devel-
opment firm that works to redevelop 
and revitalize blighted areas around 
the city of Cleveland and work to 
bring back jobs, residents and a  
sense of community.
I currently reside in Brook Park but 
refer to myself as a Clevelander. I 
love the city of Cleveland because 
of all it has to offer from the stand 
point of entertainment, recreation, 
quality of life and possible opportu-
nities. I love listening to music and 
going to concerts with friends and 
am a huge sports fan of the Indians, 
Cavs, Browns and Buckeyes. I also 
play on a softball team during the 
summer, basketball team during  
the winter and football team almost 
all-year-round.

Bellaire Puritas Community Post
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New face at BPDC Computer Lab

There is a new and welcoming face 
in the BPDC Computer Lab! Tracey 
Mullin joined the staff in early Sep-
tember. She brings over twelve years 
of GED teaching experience and a 

degree in Deaf Education. Tracey is 
available for at least a part of every 
weekday to help learners study and 
prepare for the GED test, learn or 
practice computer skills, design a 
resume, search for a job, fill out an 
online application, and much more. 
If you are transitioning into a college 
program, she will serve as your tutor 
for entrance and placement exams. 
Visit the lab, located in the Commu-
nity Center at Riverside Park Estates 
on Parkmount Avenue, to welcome 
Tracey! Notice the new sign that 
reads: “Sign Language is Spoken 
Here”.  If you have questions, call  
216-898-0638.

Riverside Computer Lab is open to adults: 
M,W,F  10:00 am – 2:00 pm; 
T,Th       12:00 pm – 2:00 pm; 

17800 Parkmount Avenue n Cleveland, OH 44135



Bellaire Puritas Development Cor-
poration is pleased to promote the 
Heritage Home Program in Ward 
18.  Thanks to funding designated 
by Councilman Martin J. Sweeney, 
the Heritage Home Program will be 
offered as a resource.  Homeowners 
with older homes who are thinking 
about home repairs, maintenance 
and remodeling can take advantage 
of the technical assistance and low 

interest rate home loans available 
through the program.  The Heritage 
Home Program offers homeowners 
FREE advice on home improvement, 
maintenance, and repair issues that 
are unique to older homes.  Qualified 
homeowners also have the option of 
obtaining a low-interest, fixed-rate  
Heritage Home Program loan, with 
rates as low as 1.4%!  There are no 
maximum income restrictions or 

points involved with the Heritage 
Home Program loan and the inter-
est is tax-deductible.  To learn more 
or get started, call 216-426-3116 or 
email hhp@heritagehomeprogram.
org with your questions.  Research 
more at www.heritagehomepro-
gram.org or www.bpdc.org/pro-
grams/housing/ for more home 
repair resources.

Although foreclosures are down 
to 2003 levels in Cuyahoga 
County according to the Thriving 
Communities Institute, it is still 
very real in our county. If you or 
anyone you know may be facing 
foreclosure or have missed a 
few house payments, please call 
Neighborhood Housing Services 
at 216-458-4663. NHS is part of 
Save the Dream and may be able 
to help you save your home!

Never use your oven to heat your house. Never use unvented 
gas heaters in the bedroom when you are sleeping. If your 
space heater runs on kerosene or other liquid fuel, let the 
heater cool before refueling. These small rooms can pose an 
additional danger of rapid carbon monoxide (CO)  build-up. 
Make sure cold air returns are not blocked by furniture or 
drapes so that air can circulate.

Get an annual furnace inspection by a heating contractor  
to prepare the furnace for winter. Be sure to replace your 
furnace filter at least three times in a heating season.

Make sure your furnace, gas dryer and hot water tank  
is properly vented. A common cause of CO poisoning is  
inadequate ventilation. Fuel burning appliances need fresh  
air to operate. 

Signs of CO poisoning are much like the flu: headache,  
nausea, fatigue, confusion and vomiting. At higher concen-
trations, carbon monoxide can cause unconsciousness or 
death.

A carbon monoxide detector cannot prevent CO poisoning,  
it can only alert you to the problem.

Remember that the City 
of Cleveland NO LONGER 
picks up leaves.  Please 
bag your leaves and set 

out on your regularly 
scheduled garbage day.  

Please DO NOT rake your 
leaves into the street 
or onto the tree lawn.  
This can cause water 
from flowing properly 

to the storm drains and 
the storm drains be-

ing blocked by leaves.   
Please keep in mind the 
City of Cleveland can cite 
a property owner if leaves 
are raked into the street 

and not removed properly. 

Winter Crisis Program will  
begin in November for people 
who need assistance on their 
gas/electric bill. Please call  
216-518-4014 to make an  
appointment.  If you participate 
in the winter reconnect program 
in October to have your gas 
turned back on and are on the 
PIPP Plus program, please make 
an appointment with the HEAP 
office within 30 days.

Third Federal Savings and Loan 
sponsors their Home Today 
program on Tuesdays from 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m.  Over a four week 
period, this program assists  
non-homeowners to become 
qualified homeowners. Individu-
al counseling follows the com-
pletion of the four sessions and 
you may qualify for $2000 down-
payment assistance.  Contact 
Third Federal at 216-441-7345 
to reserve your seat!  In October 
the classes are conveniently 
located at the Holiday Inn on  
W. 150th St.!
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Heritage Home Program offers low-interest loans, advice on repairs & more

Keep your house and family safe this heating season:

Puritas Avenue Project set to begin in Spring 2014 Connect with BPDC via social media
For all of you who haven’t joined us yet, Bellaire Puritas is on Facebook, 
Twitter and LinkedIn, and we’d like to make you part of our network.  
Facebook is a great way to catch up on photos and news in the neighborhood 
and to find out about events and resources. Twitter is another tool to hear  
the latest at BPDC; and LinkedIn is for professionals to use to connect to our 
work and each other. We’d love to read your comments and know what’s up 
on your street, your block, your church or workplace - so we can get to know 
you, too.

Puritas Avenue is receiving $4.1 million in rehabilitation for its asphalt sur-
face, new curbs, sidewalks, aprons, ADA ramps, and catch basins if needed.  
A state grant and City of Cleveland general obligation bonds is funding this 
project that will begin in Spring 2014 and be completed by the end of 2014.  
The project stretches 2.3 miles of Puritas Avenue from Rocky River Drive 
east to W. 130th Street.

Bellaire Puritas Community Post
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Fall Maintenance Tips 



Get in The LOOP!

Where can youth and adults go to  
get connected to all that is going  
on for youth in the West Park com-
munity? Check out the West Park 
Youth Mobilization Team meetings 
every fourth Tuesday of the month  
at BPDC. The meetings feature  
opportunities to meet youth program 
providers, share program informa-
tion and updates, meet youth leaders 
and hear an “agency spotlight” each 
month to learn more about all that is 
available for youth.  
Here is a sampling of people and 
agencies who help make this net-
work happen: local youth leaders, 
America SCORES! (soccer, writing 
and community service after-school 
program) YMCA, Cleveland Public 
Library, College Now (ACT help and 
video-making program at Rockport 

Library), Riverside Park Estates 
Community Center, West 130th 
Tri-League, Valley Riding at Rocky 
River Reservation, Hasani Manage-
ment garden camp for youth, local 
churches and others. 
All are welcome to work together to 
best serve our young people! There 
are too few places where adults and 
youth can gather, learn from each 
other and work together for a better 
community. We gather around the 
motto: “Imagine a neighborhood 
where every child and teenager is 
fully supported in his or her physical, 
social, emotional and educational 
growth.”
Join us for our next meeting will be 
Tuesday, October 22nd at BPDC  
at 5:30 p.m. Snacks are always  
provided!

Rec Center Open for All-Ages

The 5th Annual West Park MyCom Job and Community Service Fair  
and job preparation workshops will be planned by West Park youth  
with support from BPDC staff and Youth Opportunities Unlimited (Y.O.U.).  
Traditionally workshops have been in January and February with the fair 
in March, but for it to happen, teens need to step up to the plate and 
exercise their leadership skills by serving on the planning team.   
Interested youth can call Ian Heisey at 216-671-2710 about joining  
the planning team that will start meeting in October.  Teens can try 
event-planning, interviewing, presenting, using computers, making  
decisions, brainstorming, using multi-media, facilitating, publicizing,  
and other leadership skills by joining the team.

Tutoring for all school-age youth (K-12) is being offered at Rockport 
library (through the America Reads program). Tutors are provided on 
Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday from 3 to 6 p.m. Snacks are included. 
Call the library at 216-623-7053 for more details.

Attention parents: affordable internet is available for parents of Cleve-
land high school students through “Connect to College Now”.  Connect 
your home to 4G Wireless Broadband and the educational power of the 
internet to enable your high school student’s learning and help them 
with career and college planning.  Call 216-202-4292 for more infor-
mation about getting affordable internet access and even computer 
and modem.  Free computer training also available. More information: 
http://www.collegenowgc.org/locate/community-based-programs/
connect-to-college-now/.

Rockport Library is looking for tweens and teens to participate in their 
first ever Teen Advisory Group (TAG) to give suggestions on what 
programs, events, and items for the library youth would like to see.  
Meetings are the last Wednesdays of the month at 5pm at the library.  
Register at the branch or call 216-623-7053.

Bellaire-Puritas Development Corporation offers youth development 
for K-12th graders during afterschool hours, evenings, weekends, and 
in the summer.  For the latest BPDC offerings and opportunities by other 
youth-serving agencies like the YMCA, Cleveland Public Library, and Youth 
Opportunities, check the “Youth Activities” page at www.bpdc.org.

Did you know another all-ages recreation center is 
opening from November to April? Three nights a week 
Artemus Ward K-8 School on W. 140th Street will open 
up as a “lighted schoolhouse” through the Schools as 

Neighborhood Resources (SNR) program for activities such 
as basketball, ping pong, soccer, walking clubs, arts and 
crafts, board games, blood pressure checks through the 
American Heart Association and a free meal for children 

and youth up to age 18.
SNR is open on Monday, Wednesday and Thursday  
evenings from 6 to 8 p.m. from November to April.   

If you have ideas for activities you would like to bring to 
the program, call Blair Wise at Neighborhood Leadership 

Institute at 812-8700 ext. 209. 
The program begins Wednesday, Nov. 4th. 
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Other opportunities for youth

Youth Opportunities

Art House/West Park My Com classes 2013-2014

Registration is mandatory and applications will be made available at 
the BPDC office for pick-up or drop off or can be mailed or e-mailed 
upon request.  All classes are free and taught by professional teach-
ing artists from Art House, Inc.

Dia de Muertos (Day of the Dead) Parade Class
Mask-making  n  Grades 3 – 5  n  West Park Preparatory Academy  
(13111 Crossburn Avenue)  n  Thursdays, October 3, 10, 17, & 24 plus the parade 
on November 2  n  4:15 pm  - 5:30 pm

Mixed-Media Class
Grades 4 – 6  n  Artemus Ward School (4315 West 140th Street) 
Wednesdays, November 6, 13, and 20  n  4:15 – 5:30 pm

Printmaking Class
Kindergarten  n  Artemus Ward School (4315 West 140th Street)
Mondays, January 27, February 3, & 10  n  4:15 – 5:30 pm

Ceramics/Clay Class
Grades 3 – 4  n  Artemus Ward School (4315 West 140th Street)
Wednesdays, January 15, 22, 29, February 5, & 12  n  4:15 – 5:30 pm

Printmaking Class
Grades 1 – 2  n  Artemus Ward School (4315 West 140th Street)
Wednesdays, February 26, March 5, 12, 19, & 26  n  4:15 – 5:30 pm

Printmaking Class
Grades 5 – 8  n  Artemus Ward School (4315 West 140th Street)
Mondays, February 24, March 3, 30, 24, & 31  n  4:15 – 5:30 pm

Ceramics/Clay Class
Grades 1 – 2  n  West Park Preparatory Academy  (13111 Crossburn Avenue)
Wednesday, April 30, May 7, 14, & 21  n  4:15 – 5:30 pm

Parade the Circle Workshop
Grades 2 – 6 plus family members  n  5 classes plus the parade Location and dates 
for May “To Be Announced”  n  Parade will be Saturday, June 7
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Celebration cont. from pg 1

Mural installation on BPDC offices celebrates youth

Neighborhood leaders needed for 30th class

Interested in taking more of a stake 
in your neighborhood?  Consider 
sharpening your skills and connect-
ing with community leaders through 
Neighborhood Leadership Institute’s 
grassroots leadership program, 
Neighborhood Leadership Cleveland 
(NLC).  
NLC is a 
16-week 
program at 
Cleveland 
State Uni-
versity that 
provides 
passionate 
individu-
als like you 
with an 
opportunity 
to develop 
their understanding of community-
building.  The purpose of NLC is to 
cultivate leaders to gain confidence, 
learn skills and use their voice to ac-
tively participate in effecting change.
Danny Kelly (pictured above) is 
a resident of West Park’s Ward 18 
and participated in NLC’s Class 
29 because of his involvement in 
grassroots politics, labor unions, 

and his neighborhood.  Danny 
designed a presentation about the 
history and highlights of West 
Park for his classmates as part of 
the neighborhood tour compo-
nent of the training while learning 
about other Cleveland neighbor-
hoods a nd i nstitutions, as w ell.                                                                                                                             
NLC runs Thursday nights from 
January to early May and this Janu-
ary will be its 30th class!  
The curriculum includes sessions 
on discovering personal strengths, 
finding your voice, productive group 
work, conflict resolution, community 
organizing and civic participation. 
The content incorporates a look back 
at the history of Cleveland’s neigh-
borhoods and how change occurs 
in community. Highlights include a 

two-day 
retreat, col-
laborative 
projects, 
neighbor-
hood tours, 
and access 
to 30 years 
of active 
alumni.  
NLC can 
be taken 
for credit, 
as CSU 

Urban Studies Course 491.  For 
information contact Jessica Kayse at 
(216) 658-1355 or Jessica@neigh-
borhoodleadership.org or search 
http://neighborhoodleadership.org/
programs/neighborhood-leadership-
cleveland/ 

“ I learned that people, not just govern- 
 ment people, but people from all sorts  
 of different organizations, must pull  
 together in the same direction, if the  
 burden of weight is to be lifted off of  
 the people, so that the people may all
 have an opportunity to prosper.”
     -Danny Kelly

which assists adults 19 and over, typically first-generation college students, 
with access to admissions, financial aid, and scholarships.  Tri-C will also 
provide information about its Post-Secondary Enrollment Options Program 
(PSEOP) for high school students to earn college credit while still in high 
school without paying tuition, fees, or book charges.
In addition to the inside scoop, our community resources fair has something 
for everybody: youth services, home rehab programs, safety resources,  
volunteer opportunities, grants, backyard wildlife habitat gardening,  
scholarships, recreation and creative arts, and more.  
At the celebration, PPG will receive the Ann Irizarry Business award,  
especially for their expansion of their W. 143rd facilities and supporting  
our Inaugural Run Puritas 5K and 1 mile fun run/walk.  Our neighborhood’s 
community gardens will also be recognized and the annual Community 
Builder Award will be announced.

Thanks to a partnership between BPDC and Art House, Inc., young “artists” from 
West Park MyCom neighborhoods gathered last June with a professional artist 
for a class in mural-making. The students (Angel, Jackson, Carlos, Jasmine, and 
Angelina) were all in middle school; Melinda Placko, Art House teaching artist, 
also lives in the neighborhood and is skilled and interested in public art. Their 
task was to create a mural that “celebrates youth”.  They began by talking about 
youth and what that meant to each of them as individuals.  They wrote lists of 

words and selected pictures from a large image bank to inspire drawing.  Each of 
them then created drawings of their own interpretations of “youth”.  Pictures were  
playful and silly and joyous.  To create the design for their mural, they traded draw-
ings, discovering new ways to combine ideas.  The final design, entitled Would You 
Like to Swing on a Star?, included ideas from everyone who participated, including 
“goodie trees” and children swinging from clouds and rainbows.  The artists hope 
this picture appeals to everyone’s playful and silly nature!

Hi, my name is Kyle Stephens 
and I was a summer intern here 
at BPDC, along with Councilman 
Sweeney’s office.  I am a senior 
at St. Ignatius High School this 
Fall. After I graduate from high 
school, I plan on going to a local 
college like Cleveland State or 
Case Western Reserve to pursue a 
degree in engineering. 

Thank You, Kyle!

Thank you, Kyle.  We hope to see you helping out again!

GJS  
General 

Contractor  

GJS General 
Contractor 
has always 
been a fam-
ily and neighborhood 
business in the West 
Park area for 14 years. 
As licensed and bonded 
company, we are com-
mitted to serve our 
customers needs in a 
timely and professional 
manner. 

 ********** Here comes winter! ********  
 SPECIAL OFFER!  

Gutter & Downspout Cleaning   
Caulking around doors & windows 

Chimney Caps & Inspection  
 Add some Insulation to keep warm 

 
Free Estimate! 

 

Call 216-577-4065  
Ask for Greg! 

Email: 
gjscontractor@sbcglobal.net 

Winter is 
coming! We can 
help you finish 
those  projects 
from Summer 

Carpentry 
Porches-Decks-Fence-

Garage –Repairs—
Insurance Claims -More 

 
Electrical 

Lighting—Fans—Panel– 
Repairs  

Plumbing 
New & Repairs —Water 

Heaters— 
Toilets—Faucets—

Dishwashers  
Flooring 

   Ceramic—Laminate—
VCT—Carpet  

Remodeling 
Kitchens— Baths—

Basements  
Painting 

Exterior—Interior 
Power Washing 

Call 216-577-4065 and schedule 
those repairs or improvements! 

Licensed & Bonded 



6 Bellaire Puritas Community Post

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and LinkedIn Companies.  Visit www.bpdc.org to sign up for our e-newsletter and e-blasts

Your opinions wanted

P
ub

lic
 A

rt
 P

la
n 

S
ur

ve
y 

Jo
hn

 M
ar

sh
al

l
Beautifying the Neighborhood 

Academic Survey

1. What images come to mind while looking at W. 140th Street from Lorain Avenue to Puritas Avenue, or Lorain  
Avenue from W. 143rd Street to W. 130th Street?  What is the spirit or nature of W. 140th Street and Lorain  
Avenue itself and as it relates to the surrounding neighborhood?

2. Are there themes in this neighborhood’s history, present or future that should be highlighted through public art?

3. What are some areas of this corridor that you think would be appropriate for public art?  What kinds of public art 
do you think would be best suitable for each location?

4. How do you see public art being used at the corner of W. 140th Street and Lorain Avenue?  What impact would 
you like to see public art have on this intersection?

5. What do you see as the purpose of public art on W. 140th Street?  Should the art celebrate an aspect of the 
neighborhood?  Should the art create a sense of place in the neighborhood?  Should the art be functional? How?

We are interested in getting your input regarding public art in the 
W. 140th Street and Lorain Avenue corridors for our neighborhood 
public art plan.  The following questions are intended only to help 
you frame your comments.  Please do not feel you need to answer 
every questions, and please add any additional thoughts or com-
ments you may have at the bottom of the page.

Thank you for answering these questions.  You can cut out this form and drop off or mail this form to the BPDC of-
fices.  Feel free to add another sheet of paper if you want to write more.

If you’d like to share more opinions and ideas with us, please take our online survey at www. publicart.bpdc.org/
community-input/ or upload your own drawings or images!

BPDC’s Youth Outdoors club’s annual overnight outing was at Minister Creek in 
Pennsylvania this summer for three days.  This was the first backpacking trip that 
any of the youth had experienced and was the most rustic in the clubs 4 year 
history, which meant they carried EVERYTHING in and out and they even had to 
purify their drinking water on the trail.  Their Leave No Trace (LNT) training over 

2 years came in handy.  LNT consists of seven principles: Leave No Trace, Plan 
Ahead and Prepare, Travel and Camp on Durable Surfaces, Dispose of Waste 
Properly, Leave What You Find, Minimize Campfire Impacts, Respect Wildlife, and 
Be Considerate of Other Visitors.  The program is a partnership of the Cleveland 
Metroparks, OSU-Ext, 4-H and the City of Cleveland.

Youth Outdoors club put their training to the test

John Marshall High School is going through some exciting changes and 
represents a big investment in our community. The building construction 
is just one part of the picture. How about what is taught in the classroom 
at the new school? Please share your thoughts on the following questions 
to help with community input around academic planning. Thank you!

1. Please name two strengths of John Marshall.

2. What are two challenges for John Marshall?

3. What recommendations would you make to the academic program at John Marshall  
so it best meets the needs of the today’s students and our community?  

A complete survey about JMH’s future academics is on the BPDC website at www.bpdc.org . Please share your voice!
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Beautifying the Neighborhood 

Academic Survey

Landscaping
   Ideas Inc.

“Your personal yard 
care specialists.”

Call Steve & Liz (Thomma) Szyarto at 216-252-1231

Our company specializes in reworking all 

types of landscape projects, from complete 

renovations to jobs such as installation of trees, 

shrubs, perennials, annual plants, and mulch.

Complete Residential 
and Commercial Lawn 
Services including:

• Design & Planning
• Fertilization
• Sod and Seed
• Mowing
• Core Aeration
• De-Thatching
• Slice Seeding
• Free Estimates

Helping Northeast Ohio homeowners achieve, preserve,
and sustain the American dream of homeownership

for over 36 years.

NMLS# 224131

5700 Broadway Avenue . Cleveland, OH 44127

Homebuyer Education • Down Payment Assistance
Loan Document Review & Closing • Credit Counseling
Home Improvement Loans • Foreclosure Intervention

Reverse Mortgage Counseling

216.458.HOME (4663)
www.nhscleveland.org

Want to resolve a conflict?  BPDC has tools.  

 Check out the Mediation page at www.bpdc.org  

or call Ian Heisey, our mediation coordinator  

at 216-671-2710.

Are you interested in:
• Family and community involvement in education?
• Learning more about schools in our neighborhood?
• How schools and neighborhoods can make each  

other stronger?
The Neighborhood Education Committee, NEC, is an independent 
grassroots community group. Our mission is to support parental 
and community involvement in schools as they prepare our  
children for a strong future.
The NEC meets monthly on the first Tuesday of the month  
(except for election day) at the Bellaire-Puritas Development  
Corporation, 14703 Puritas Avenue at 6:30 p.m. For more  
information call 671-2710 or email: i.heisey@bpdc.org.  
The next meeting will be Tuesday, Nov. 12th at 6:30 p.m.  

Neighborhood Education Committee connects  
schools to the community

Need a ride?
Seniors in need of tranportation can 
call 216-644-2833 to sign up for the  

Senior Transportation Connection.  
The STC will provide guidelines on how  

to ask for service.  



Bellaire Puritas (BPDC) is a non-profit community devel-
opment corporation that strives to better the quality of life 
in Ward 18 and revitalize its neighborhoods.  We provide 
housing assistance, safety and mediation services, help for 
seniors, planning, community organizing and youth pro-
grams.  You can visit us on the web at www.bpdc.org. Our 
offices are at 14703 Puritas Ave. and we can be reached by 
phone at 216-671-2710.

BPDC is funded in part by government grants and by 
grants from private foundations, fee income and dona-
tions. Like other non-profits, we seek support, in-kind and 
financial, from our community and other friends who value 
our work and wish to help us serve our community We also 
welcome volunteers with an interest in contributing to our 
neighborhood. Thank you for your support.

Bellaire Puritas Board & Staff
Officers:
President: Jackie Krieger
Vice President: Fr. Doug Koesel
Treasurer: Sigmund Sesplankis
Secretary:  Charles Nusbaum

Directors: Kris Tabor, Mary Lou Palermo

Staff:  
Executive Director: Bryan Gillooly
Receptionist: Peggy Yomnick
Senior Services: David Kasik, Daniel Conway
Housing Director: Toni Jones
Planning & Safety Coordinator: Melissa Miller
Home Energy Assistants: Anthony Brown, Karen Crocheron
Resident Services and MyCom Data Specialist: Judy Schafrick
Mediation Coordinator: Ian Heisey
Youth Development Director: Nancy Baxter
Youth Development Assistant and Neighborhood Marketing  

 Specialist: Rachel Napolitano
Computer Lab: Judith Opalach, Children’s Educator
 Tracey Mullin, Adult Educator

BPDC and Community Calendar
West Park Airport Committee meets Tuesday, October 8th and  
Tuesday, November 12th at BPDC’s Mary Kaser Community 
Room at 7 p.m., check www.bpdc.org for details

Riverside Park Estates Spanish-American Festival in honor of  
Hispanic Heritage Month; Thursday, October 17, 4:30 p.m. at the 
Community Center, 17800 Parkmount Ave., handicap-accessible

Neighborhood Summit Celebration; Wednesday, October 30th.  
Doors open at 6 pm with a meal and the program starts at 7pm and  
ends with a dessert social at 8pm.  Fogarty Hall, 14040 Puritas 
Ave., beneath Blessed Trinity Church’s sanctuary.  All ages wel-
come, handicap accessible.

October 2013: Domestic Violence Awareness Month. Refer to  
www.dvcac.org/advocacy-awareness to find events and resources 
to end domestic violence.

West Park Art House, Inc students process at Dia de Muertos at  
Cleveland Public Theatre’s campus: Nov. 2, 2013, 3:30 p.m.  
6205 Detroit Ave.

General Elections for Cuyahoga County: Tuesday, November 5, 
2013,  Polls open 6:30 am – 7:30 pm

West Park Youth Mobilization Team; Tuesday, November 26, 
2013, 5:30 p.m.; All ages are welcome to join the team on the 4th 
Tuesday of the month in the BPDC’s Mary Kaser Community 
Room, check www.bpdc.org to confirm

Sat., May 3, 2014: RunPuritas 5K Run/1 mile fun run/walk 
fundraiser to benefit BPDC programs www.bpdc.org for more 
information 

Bellaire Puritas is at:
14703 Puritas Avenue
Cleveland, OH 44135
Phone: 216-671-2710

Fax: 216-671-9868
www.bpdc.org 

About Bellaire Puritas:

Can you locate the public art? 

This is a close-up of existing public art in the neighborhood.  
Where is it? Post the answer to our Facebook page and tell  
us if you can see the “hidden messages” in this work of art  
by October 31st for an entry to win a fair trade chocolate  
bar. Tell us what other kind of public art you would like to  
see created for our neighborhood by taking the survey at  
www.publicart.bpdc.org
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