
By the end of 2016, a new Lorain Avenue, already under 
construction, will move people in and through our neigh-
borhood with a new sense of place, community, safety, and 
diverse modes of transportation, from W. 150th to W. 117th 
Streets thanks to three main funding sources.  The details 
provided are from the City of Cleveland’s February public 
meeting at Christ United Methodist Church. 

 Funding sources for this rehab of the 1.8 miles 
$5,100,000 – Ohio Public Works Commission 

$1,800,000 – Road and Bridge and City Utility funds 

$1,400,000 – ODOT Urban Paving funds 

 A description of the overall scope of the project work: 

 n The improvements include pavement base repairs and 
resurfacing, with some new bus pads and replacement of 
all curbs, sidewalk, driveway aprons and ADA compliant 
ramps.  

n Replacement of all existing catch basins, and placement 
of additional catch basins, where needed to improve  

An all-ages good time is available at the 3rd Annual 
Run Puritas 5K and 1 Mile Fun Run/Walk, presented 
by title sponsor PPG Industries, on Saturday, May 2, 
2015. Every participant earns a coveted Run Puritas 
t-shirt, featuring the NEW John Marshall High 
School.

Now is a great time to make completing the 1 mile 
or 5K distance your personal health goal, too.  Gun-
ning Recreation Center has an indoor track to keep 
your fitness plan on track during all kinds of weather.

No matter if you run the 5K like Bob Miller (above), 
or walk the 1 mile like Peggy Yomnick, you’ll feel 
good knowing that your registration fees contribute 
to strengthening our community services to senior 
residents in need and our youth development  
programs.  

Ryan and Jessica McCartney, both two-time Run  

Three new schools are being planned by Cleveland Metro-
politan School District (CMSD) and the academic planning 
committee to open August 2015 at the new LEED-certified 
John Marshall High School (JMHS): 

n School of Information Technology, 

n School of Business and Civic Leadership, and 

n School of Engineering. 

All three schools will prepare students for a 21st Century 
economy and job market that includes careers that require 
some post-secondary education at least, even if it is not 
a 4 year degree or more. JMHS graduates at each school 
will be prepared for immediate work, apprenticeships, 
certificate programs, associate degree programs, and more 
rigorous college careers. All three schools will have honors 
classes and allow students to take college credits at nearby 
colleges with Post-Secondary Education Opportunities 
(PSEOP) in addition to Advanced Placement (AP) classes, 
as JMHS currently does. 

The themes of each school were selected both by the 
interests and culture of neighborhood students and the 
needs and growth opportunities in our local economy in 
good-pay careers, as determined by the academic planning 
committee. Each school will provide both support for  
specialized interests for all learning abilities, including 
special education, and the firm foundation for whatever 
careers our youth choose.   

For instance: 

The School of Information Technology is a good start 
for careers from technology sales, installation and repair, 
automotive, warehouse logistics, electronic medical record 
management, and journalism to graphic and industrial 
design, GPS mapping, library science, video game design 
and other computer software and hardware creation. 

The School of Business and Civic Leadership will prepare 
all citizens to be stakeholders as adult members in our 
society and may be of special interest to students interested 
in business administration, sales, and management in addi-
tion to entrepreneurs, professional services like surveying, 
landscape, law, construction and allied trades, and account-
ing. This school also takes advantage of the history of civic 
service JMHS alumni and West Park residents have given 
through police/fire/EMS careers, public administration, 
public utilities, teaching, legislating, social work, nonprofit 
leadership, community development, labor organizing, and 
other activism. 

The School of Engineering graduates may pursue careers 
that include fields such as: machining and technology 
service/repairs/installation, construction, architecture, 
manufacturing, computers, biotech, aerospace, industrial 
design and more.  

There will be open enrollment and local student admission 
will be weighted so that JMHS can be a neighborhood high 
school option, not just a thematic magnet school without 
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Whether you want to sign up for an email account or 
work on a research paper for a college course, Bellaire-
Puritas Development Corporation’s (BPDC’s) Computer 
Lab staff is here to 
help. Since 2001, the 
BPDC computer lab at 
Riverside Park Estates 
has been helping West 
Park residents find jobs, 
earn their GED, learn 
computer skills, and 
more.  

The BPDC Computer Lab is open to all West Park resi-
dents, not just those who live at Riverside Park Estates. 
The nearest library with computer access is over two 
miles away, so the computer lab fills a need for residents 
in the neighborhood without reliable transportation. In 

recent months, more people from outside the immediate 
grounds have been making their way to the computer lab 
for assistance. Seniors, in particular, enjoy the one-on-one 
assistance they can receive from the staff at the BPDC 
computer lab.  

Tracey Mullin, the computer lab’s adult educator, is also 
fluent in American Sign Language. The computer lab  
welcomes the deaf community to come to the lab and  
learn with someone who speaks their language. Currently 
three deaf residents are regularly using the computers for  
a variety of tasks and projects.

Over the past six months, computer lab students have  
celebrated a number of successes, including new jobs  
and new educational opportunities. Several of these  
success stories are also graduates of BPDC’s GED  
program.  One student recently graduated from the  
Cleveland Institute of Medical and Dental Assisting,  

Get to Work with BPDC Computer Lab on a Degree or Job

Lorain Avenue Rehabilitation of W.150th Street to W.117th Street

Bob Miller, an avid local runner, has done both 
Run Puritas races and celebrated his son’s 
birthday with him at one of them. 



Greetings! My 
name is Brian 
Kazy and I 
am your new 
Councilman 
for Ward 16.  
After going 
through an 
eight month 
vetting pro-

cess, I was recommended to Cleveland City 
Council by Martin J. Sweeney who has 
been elected as your State Representative.  
It is an honor and privilege to represent 
the wonderful people of Ward 16.  With 
the winter weather being as it was, I was 

able to hit the ground running in providing 
constituent services.  Whether it was assist-
ing in getting a street plowed or shoveling 
out a senior’s driveway, the ‘thank you’ and 
the look on the residents face when you 
can help in improving their quality of life 
makes the job all worthwhile.  With pothole 
season upon us, it is exciting to be a part 
of the comprehensive plan to resurface city 
streets and fix pot holes.  From my family 
to yours – we look forward to meeting all 
of you, getting to know your families and 
working for each and every one of you  
on a daily basis.  “Safety and Service”  
is my motto and please call if I can help! – 
216-664-2942. 

Spring property maintenance 
and improvements often have 
a common theme: water.

Flooding
There could be many reasons basement 
flooding occurs, so your solution to 
flooding might not be your neighbor’s 
solution.  BPDC can help residents  
consider their options and learn to 
work with contractors in an effective 
way so that the “solution” isn’t another 
problem residents have to deal with.

A sewer issue is the most frequent cause of basement flooding.

If there is a blockage at the street, City of Cleveland Division of Water Pollution 
Control (WPC) can help to identify where.  Their motto is “Only rain down the 
drain.” WPC is responsible for sanitary sewage and stormwater drainage systems 
in the City of Cleveland. According to their website (www.clevelandwpc.com),  
if water backs up into your basement you should notify them at 216-664-2513 
(24/7) to investigate the problem. 

If the main sewer is running fine, you may need a licensed plumber to clear the 
connection. (This is where Cleveland Housing Network can help). If the problem 
is found to be between your property and the curb, it is your responsibility.  If it 
is between the curb and the main sewer, you will need to submit proof to Water 
Pollution Control.

Income-qualified homeowners can call Jessica from the Cleveland Housing  
Network (CHN) at 216-774-2396. You may be eligible for having a test tee 
installed at the front of your property.  A tee is installed after they snake and 
camera the sewer and determine the blockage is in the street.  BPDC has  
helped 10 homeowners a year through this program.

If you need assistance finding a licensed and bonded contractor for snaking 
your sewer lines please call the BPDC office at 216-671-2710. Do not pick the 
first “AAA” contractor that you find in the phone book. More advice for working 
with contractors is on our webpage at www.bpdc.org/programs/housing/how-
to-work-with-contractors/. 

If you have your lines snaked, ask for a copy of the film from the camera.  Most 
contractors film the blockage point and this information will be valuable in 
case you need to dig. Once the line is cleared, maintenance is usually the issue.  
Some consumers use a product such as Rid X to break down organic build-up.

Wet or damp basements
If your basement water issues are less of a flood and more of a seep, BPDC has 
an article on what to do before you call a waterproofer at: http://bpdc.org/pro-
grams/housing/waterproofing-troubleshooting/.

Stormwater flow
Rain barrels decrease the risk of our rivers and lakes getting contaminated  
with sewer waste during intense storms; increase the amount of free, unme-
tered water a resident can use to do gardening; and contain water that would  
otherwise run across 
your property or into your 
sewer connection.  

Rain gardens are culti-
vated in depressions in 
so that they can collect 
and slowly filter water 
back into the water table 
during an intense rain. 
They consist of plants 
that thrive both in wet 
environments and the 
inevitable dry conditions 
in between rains.

If you’re concerned about 
reducing the amount of water in your storm sewers when it rains, you might 
want to check our article about rain barrels and rain gardens here: http://bpdc.
org/programs/housing/rain-barrels/. Call Rachel Napolitano at 216-671-2710 
ext. 216 if you are interested in obtaining your first rain barrel from the public 
summer rain barrel giveaway program.

Neighborhood action
Something everyone can do to decrease problems with stormwater is to  
participate in the 17th Annual Big Creek-Chevy Branch Clean-up on Saturday, 
May 30th.  Volunteers will meet at Brookfield Park at 9am and then return at 
12pm after going to several sites in the W. 130th portion of the Big Creek  
watershed to pick up trash and care for the land near the creeks and storm 
drains. Call Rachel at 216-671-2710 ext. 216 for more information.

Community development organizations 
ensure the vitality of every portion of the 
neighborhood – including the residential, 
commercial and industrial, and even insti-
tutional sectors (like schools). Since 1992, 
Bellaire Puritas has been about this work 
(that’s over 20 years!) and we have done 
our work in conjunction with the City of 
Cleveland and especially the ward coun-
cilman – beginning with then-City Coun-
cilman Dale Miller, now our Cuyahoga 
County Councilman. He strongly valued 
our mediation program for neighbors who 
have escalating disagreements.

When I came to serve BPDC in January 
of 2006, Councilman Martin J. Sweeney 

had already served 9 years as councilman 
and began his first of 8 years as both Ward 
Councilman and Cleveland City Coun-
cil President. Together we developed a 
strong senior and neighborhood services 
program. In partnership with the council-
man’s office, BPDC assists with housing 
and commercial code enforcement, getting 
attention to vacant, foreclosed or otherwise 
problematic properties.  Sweeney was also 
instrumental in assisting BPDC establish 
new partnerships, including the Cuyahoga 
Metropolitan Housing Authority and the 
development of our youth programs.  Al-
though we miss working more closely with 
him, we are happy for Mr. Sweeney who is 

serving this neighborhood in his new post 
as District 14 Representative in the Ohio 
House of Representatives.

With this change in elected leadership 
in January, BPDC is embarking on an 
ongoing partnership in Ward 16 with Rep. 
Sweeney’s appointment, Councilman 
Brian Kazy. Mr. Kazy is a Bellaire-Puritas 
resident and especially experienced with 
neighborhood safety and community de-
velopment work.  He has shown leadership 
with his engagement of residents, busi-
nesses, city officials and others in relation 
to Lorain Avenue, Puritas Avenue and  
West 130th Street improvement projects. 

One mainstay of the partnership between 

BPDC and the councilman’s office is our 
collaboration to solve problems brought 
to our attention by neighborhood residents 
and businesses.  It is crucial that one or 
the other (or both) of our offices hear your 
concerns for the health and vitality of the 
neighborhood. Whether to support the 
development of a local school, or business, 
or to raise a concern about the condition of 
an area business, home or roadway, local 
businesses and residents are the eyes and 
ears of the neighborhood.  We look forward 
to serving with Councilman Kazy in this 
strong neighborhood on business engage-
ment, resident activities and in many 
aspects of the neighborhood improvement.

Last fall, Bel-
laire Puritas 
Development 
Corporation 
(BPDC) and 
Kamm’s Cor-
ners Develop-
ment Corpora-
tion (KCDC) 
were together 
sponsoring a 

series of public meetings to hear resident 
interests and business concerns that might 
lead to common understanding of the many 
different neighborhood strengths, interests 
and shared hopes for the future, here in 
West Park.

Our two organizations have years of 
experience serving the smaller individual 
neighborhoods that comprise the larger 
portion of Cleveland we call West Park.  
Each agency has its own history of serving 
the health and vitality of West Park. Inter-
estingly, the two organizations, with similar 
overall missions, took somewhat different 

approaches to creating positive change in 
the neighborhood.  Today, each group has 
its own organizational and programmatic 
strengths to offer the commercial, residen-
tial and industrial base in West Park.  

While each organization enjoys the support 
and opportunity to work side-by-side with 
businesses, institutions and area elected 
leaders, it makes sense for us to collective-
ly consider what additional opportunities 
we could attract together, and what new 
services and approaches we could take if 
we join forces.

In December of 2014 each agency board 
created a joint steering committee for 
a Strategic Partnership Process 
facilitated by the organizational de-
velopment consulting firm Strategy 
Design Partners. The first meeting 
was in January of 2014.

On a Saturday morning amid one  
of February’s signature snowstorms, 
board members of both organiza-
tions took a tour of the neighbor-

hood.  Stops included: the John West’s 
house, two of the agencies’ home renova-
tion projects, the Robinson G. Jones K-8 
School for a look at the new school and  
to learn about the Wraparound Strategy, 
Riverside Park Estates and downtown 
Kamm’s Corners. Ward 16 Councilman 
Brian Kazy accompanied the group and 
Ward 17 Councilman Martin J. Keane 
joined the group for the post-tour discus-
sion.

The Steering Committee was very posi-
tive about the tour and members enjoyed 
discovering the organizations’ similarities  
and differences. One member remarked 

“The tour cemented that we are two  
different organizations – what we do really 
should complement each other – there are 
more synergies than I thought in the two 
organizations.” 

No recommendation has been made yet, 
as to whether there is more advantage to 
individual organizational autonomy with 
more detailed project and program collabo-
ration, or whether an agency consolidation 
is recommended.  Stay tuned as the com-
mittee reviews the future possibilities, and 
opportunities to serve West Park together. 
We will certainly report on it here.
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This winter, BPDC learned that landlords 
want to be involved in the quality of rentals 
in Ward 16. They showed curiosity about 
our neighborhood, BPDC, and area pro-
grams and showed a strong desire for peer 
learning at our February 25th workshop 
designed especially for them. 

BPDC sponsored for the first time, a forum 
and workshop for locally-based landlords.  
It began with an hour meet and greet with 
over 25 landlords! They shared a light 
supper while mingling with their peers and 
sharing information on themselves, con-
tractors, tenants and property preservation. 

After mingling, the Cleveland Tenants  
Organization, the Fair Housing & Consum-
er Affairs Office of the City of Cleveland, 
the BPDC Mediation program and Volun-
teers of America shared their information 
and answered questions for almost two 
hours. Topics were shared on the vetting  

of tenants, eviction process, creating a 
lease, and landlord/tenant responsibilities. 

The landlords in attendance were surprised 
that there was not a landlord’s group on 
the west side of Cleveland and decided to 
begin one by have these gatherings a few 
times throughout the year. Many land-

lords liked the 
idea of more 
information on 
the West Park 
neighborhood 
and wanted to 
be informed on 
programs they 
could share 
with their ten-
ants.  

BPDC knows 
that landlords 
have the power 

to create affordable living options in our 
neighborhood and attract new tenants who 
are attracted to our neighborhood ameni-
ties. BPDC is committed to working with 
landlords to create dignified and respectful 
housing opportunities in Ward 16. We will 
continue to support landlord organizing for 
the benefit of our community’s diversity 
and to maintain our reputation as a neigh-
borhood with quality rental choices. 

If you are a landlord and would like to be 
invited to the next forum, please contact 
Toni Jones at 216-671-2710.

Tis the season for

Flooding, Waterproofing, and Stormwater 
Improvements

Get the most options responding to your neighborhood conflicts 
with the confidential assistance of a trained, neutral mediator and 
trained community volunteers. Since the agency opened its doors 
in 1992, the BPDC Community Mediation Program has responded 
to all of kinds of neighborhood nuisances that can spring up in 

the Spring and Summer. 

Conflict Springing Up?

Available in:
women’s cut  

(shorter & trimmer sleeves  
& wider at the hip)

men’s cut 
& children’s sizes, too

Special sizes can be ordered
$12 (checks made payable to “BPDC”)

“Celebrating West Park” t-shirts available  
at BPDC events & at the office

Inquire with Rachel at 216-671-2710 x216 for more information
AMERICAN-MADE through and through & UNION-PRINTED in RED with blue & white lettering

Contact Ian at  
216-671-2710  ext. 219  
to discuss your options in  
your conflict.

February gathering of BPDC and KCDC boards at the visit to Robinson G. Jones

Ward 16 landlords gather at the BPDC-sponsored forum and workshop

If you are interested in buying a quality rehabbed house, call  
Toni Jones, BPDC Housing Director at 216-671-2710 ext. 205  

or email her at t.jones@bpdc.org.

BPDC Housing
By the Numbers

BPDC’s partnership with the county land bank

Number of houses rehabbed so far

Number currently in the pipeline to be transferred 
to private developers for quality rehab

45
20

Greetings from Councilman Brian Kazy
RG Jones

By the Numbers
The number of students involved in The EDGE afterschool 
academic enrichment program, which includes, among other 
things: Girl Scout Daisies, Brownies and Juniors, America 
SCORES soccer and writing, tumbling and gymnastics, Progress 
with Chess, Art House, Gunning Recreation Swimming, Ameri-
can Red Cross Babysitting, First Aid and CPR, Lego Club, flag 
football, no-bake cooking, book club, baton, yoga, knitting 101, 
robotics, drumming,  music and movement.…and much more!

Get involved! 
Volunteers are always welcome to help tutor or lead an after-school activity. 
Please contact Mary Jo Cotner, Site Coordinator, if you want to help invest in  
our youth! She can be reached at 216-920-7143 or M.Cotner@bpdc.org.

375

West Park Youth Program Directory  
Available Online

Explore the West Park Youth Programs Directory online to find  
programs and contacts at: 

or call BPDC’s youth Development Department for assistance  
at 216-671-2710.

www.bpdc.org/westparkyouthprogramdirectory 

Saturday, May 30th, various W. 130th locations, 9am-12pm
RSVP with Rachel: 216-671-2710

Written by BPDC Executive Director Bryan Gillooly

 17th Annual 
Creek Clean-up

Keep the neighborhood 
neat & clean with the

“In this past year, I’ve seen wonderful things happen here.  
They boys don’t want to leave. They love it.”      

                                                                 -Tina Young, parent of two R.G. Jones students.



pavement drainage. 

n Complete upgrading of traffic signal 
system, including a new hardwire signal 
interconnection. 

n Placement of new signing and pavement 
markings.  The addition of exclusive bike 
lanes. Essentially, one through lane in each 
direction, and a two way left turn lane is to 
be provided, except where turn lanes are 
needed.  Parking is to generally be pro-
vided on the north side of Lorain.  

n Replacement of existing streetscaping 
features, including: decorative colored and 
stamped concrete amenity strips, street 
trees, pole consolidation and trash recep-
tacles. 

n Utility pole consolidation is mentioned 
in the neighborhood plan and will require 
cooperation from CPP to move the light 
fixtures from metal poles to CEI power 
poles.   

n Two-way traffic, one lane in each direc-

tion, is to be maintained during construc-
tion. 

 Lorain Ave. rehabilitation’s location-
specific details 

Ward 11 
(W.120th  to W. 117th –North side) Work 
And (W. 129th  to W. 117th  - South side) 

n Replacement of a 12” waterline from W. 
127th to W. 117th. 

n Additional streetscaping amenities such 
as public art work and benches. 

n Placement of new signing and pavement 
markings. Exclusive bike lanes are planned 
on both sides, with parking on the north 
side of Lorain. Exclusive left and right turn 
lanes to be provided at West 117th Street. 
Share the Lane, sharrows will be used 
where exclusive bike lanes cannot  
be provided. 

 n A pedestrian signal, for a new crosswalk 

across Lorain, is to be provided at W.119th.   

n Complete upgrading of traffic signal 
system, including a new hardwire signal 
interconnection.  The signals at W. 130th, 
125th  and 117th  are to be upgraded to 
mast arm type.  An unwarranted signal is to 
be removed at W. 120th.   W. 125th, north 
of Lorain, is planned to be made one-way 
traffic northbound full time.  

 Ward 16 
(GCRTA Tracks to W. 120th – North Side) 
(GCRTA Tracks to W. 129th – South Side) 

n New signing and pavement markings. 
Exclusive bike lanes are planned, with 
parking on the north side of Lorain from  
W. 137th to 120th.  Generally there will be 
one through lane in each direction, with a 
two-way left turn lane, Exclusive turn lanes 
will be used at, W.140th and 130th. Exclu-
sive bike lanes are planned on both sides, 
with parking on the north side of Lorain 
from W. 137th to 120th. Share the Lane 
sharrows will be used where exclusive  
bike lanes are not provided. 

n Upgrading of traffic signal system, 
including hardwire interconnection.  
Unwarranted signals are to be removed at 
midblock 134th, 134th/ Berea. The signals 
at W. 143rd, 140th, Fairwood/138th, and 
130th and 125th will be upgraded to mast 
arm type. 

Ward 17 
(W. 150th to GCRTA Tracks) 

n Complete upgrading of traffic signal 

system, including a new hardwire signal 
interconnection.   An unwarranted signal is 
planned to be removed at West 147th. The 
signals at the RTA Station will be upgraded 
to mast arm type. 

n New signing and pavement markings. 
Essentially, one direction and a two way 
left turn lane is to be provided, except 
where turn lanes are needed at W. 150th  
and the RTA Station Drive. Exclusive bike 
lanes are planned for the majority of south 
side of the area. Share the Lane, sharrow 
symbols, will be used where exclusive bike 
lanes cannot be provided, due to space 
limitations. 

Is your neighborhood group interested in 
getting financial help for a small commu-
nity building project? Check out the Roll-
ing and Responsive mini-grant  of $250 
that is made available through Organizers 
and Allies, a working group of Cleveland 
Neighborhood Progress (CNP) that BPDC 
staff has been actively involved in for 
many years.

The grantmaking committee is looking for 
projects that allow people to work together 
and have an immediate, positive impact on 
the community. To encourage widespread 
cooperation, your project should be led 
and planned by more than one resident. 
It should be a team effort that involves 

people from diverse backgrounds. Projects 
should also work to build relationships and 
strengthen relationships within the neigh-
borhood.

The maximum amount for a mini grant is 
$250 and money must be spent within 4 
months of being awarded. The group must 
work with a local fiscal agent to be eligible 
and a small final report will be required 
including pictures. A simple two page ap-
plication and a proposed budget is required. 
The next deadline will be May 7th. To 
receive an application contact Ian Heisey 
at BPDC at 671-2710 or i.heisey@bpdc.
org.

PPG Industries, which employs about 700 
people at the Cleveland Plant on W. 143rd 
St., has taken a leadership role in reaching 
out to the local schools as a corporate part-
ner. One of the first 
efforts was inviting 
art students at JMH 
to paint artistic tiles 
that were placed on 
the ceiling of the 
PPG lunchroom. 
Management for 
PPG participated 
as a member of the 
academic advisory 
committee for John 
Marshall to help shape what the design 
principles for the new school will feature. 
This academic year, PPG has granted John 
Marshall High School two grants to pro-
mote advances in the areas of science and 

math. Mr. Lewis Camp, a career and tech-
nical education teacher at JMH, initi ated 
the $10,000 Innovative Classrooms grant 
request to the PPG Founda tion (seen on  

the right accept-
ing the check). 
JMH Principal 
Tiffany James 
is seen imme-
diately to the 
right of  
Mr. Camp 
and Veronica 
Levoy, ad-
ministrative 
assistant at PPG 

is at the far right. According to the grant 
request, The Print Rich Classroom Project 
will consist of painting the math and sci-
ence classrooms, as well as common areas 
of John Marshall such as the cafeteria and 
gymnasium to highlight learning concepts, 

depict famous scientists, mathematicians, 
and highlight diversity in the scholars that 
are depicted. Science classrooms will dis-
play examples of mathematical equations, 
concepts, the periodic table, and formulas. 
Lewis said they will work with contacts at 
Cleveland State and/or local artists to help 
with doing the murals. Marshall students 
themselves may be involved. They may do 
one pilot painting project in a classroom 
this year at the Shuler building, but the 
grant focuses on the new school for the 
project. 
Olga Spence is a 
math teacher and 
adviser to the Robot-
ics Club through the 
Tri-C Youth Technol-
ogy Academy.  She 
initiated the Innova-
tive Classroom grant 

request for $1,000 for a trip to Cedar Point 
for the top 15 honor students in math to 
highlight learning about the laws of physics 
and examine the science and math behind 
the rides. 
The Young Professionals Organization, 
YPO, of PPG is also in discussion with  
the school to offer career talks and do 
STEM related hands-on activities with 
students at the school. 
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New Mini-Grant Available for Community  
Improvement Projects

PPG Leads the Way as Corporate Partner to Local Schools

Computer Lab cont. from pg 1

and others 
are currently 
enrolled at 
Tri-C, Bald-
win Wallace, 
the Towards 
Employment 
Job Train-
ing program, 
and Edwin’s 
Restaurant 

Training Program. Many of these students 
continue to use the computer lab to com-
plete homework assignments and receive 
assistance in their math and English 
coursework.  

Other users have secured employment at 
CMHA, the Hilton Garden Inn, Popeye’s 
Chicken, Walmart, and as a pharmacy 
tech, nutrition aide at a nursing home, and 
a tutor at R.G. Jones Elementary School.  
The Computer Lab staff regularly assists 

job seekers with completing online ap-
plications, writing résumés, and providing 
up-to-date information on job openings 
and recruiting events. An extensive list  
of available jobs is posted every two 
weeks on the computer lab’s blog,  
www.bpdc2014.blogspot.com.

To further assist job seekers, BPDC is 
holding a Lunch and Learn workshop 

on Tuesday April 21st with employment 
consultant Dave Clements. The workshop 
will help participants translate their life 
experience into professional skills and 
experience that they can highlight on 
their resumes and discuss confidently in 
interviews. Adults with limited profes-
sional experience or a spotty work history 
are encouraged to attend. The workshop 
will be held 11:00am -1:00pm in the 
Community Center at Riverside Park 
Estates. Anyone interested in attending 
this workshop should contact Vanessa  
at (216) 671-2710.

The BPDC Computer Lab is located at 
17800 Parkmount Ave, inside the River-
side Park Community Center. Hours  
are Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday 10am-2pm, and Tuesday  
12pm-2pm. For more information  
call (216) 898-0638.   

Lorain Ave cont. from pg 1

W.140th Traffic Pattern Change

Until early June 2015, traffic  
patterns will change on W. 140th 
while the Ohio Department of 
Transportation (ODOT) improves  
the overpass bridge.  ODOT is mak-
ing the bridge slightly longer and 
wider and higher to accommodate 
traffic on the highway.  Where only 
one lane of traffic will be open on 
the West 140th Street Bridge over 
I-71, two-way traffic will be main-
tained with the use of temporary 
traffic signals to regulate the one 
lane, alternating between north-
bound and southbound traffic.

JMH art students who painted PPG artistic tiles visit PPG

Mr. Camp at John Marshall accepts $10,000 check from Keith Schneider,  
PPG plant manager.

One student recently graduated 
from the Cleveland Institute of 

Medical and Dental Assisting, and 
others are currently enrolled at  

Tri-C, Baldwin Wallace, the Towards 
Employment Job Training program, 
and Edwin’s Restaurant Training 

Program.

Lunch & Learn Workshop

When: 
Tuesday, April 21st
11am-1pm

Where:  
Riverside Park Estates

How to explain your life  
experience in an interview 
(especially designed for 
people with spotty work  
history)

Contact:
Vanessa at (216) 671-2710

Neighborhood Leadership Insti-
tute’s Schools as Neighborhood 
Resources, located at Artemus 
Ward 4315 W. 140th Street,  
collected non-perishable food  
items through its 2014-2015 
winter community service 
program. These items were 
donated to the Bountiful Base-
ment Hunger Network Site, also 
located in the Bellaire-Puritas 
neighborhood.

Site coordinator, Gary Galasze-
wski, would like to inform the 
neighborhood of the multitude 
of free programming available:

n blood pressure screening 
n tutoring (grades K-12)
n line dance
n arts and crafts
n table tennis
n Bible study
n cheerleading
n and basketball leagues  
    for all ages. 

Additionally, free dinners are 
available for participants ages 
18 and under.

“We’re more than  
just basketball”  

                       - Gary Galaszewski

Programming hours are Monday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday, 6pm- 
8pm.  The center is open until 
April 30th and is available (with 
prior arrangement) for commu-
nity groups who want to hold 
meetings or events there. 

For more information,  
call Blair Wise, (216) 658-1360 
or check out their website 
here: http://neighborhoodlead-
ership.org/programs/schools-
as-neighborhood-resources/.

Neighborhood 
Center Offers More
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Run Puritas cont. from pg 1

Schools cont. from pg 1Why You Should Pay Your Property Tax On Time

More Schools Moving Besides JMHS

In the 1800s, the Rockport House Hotel, a 
rest-stop for weary travelers, stood at the 
northeast corner of present West 150th and 
Puritas Avenue. The hotel was built some-
time prior to 1874, apparently by Frederick 
Minut, who made his home in the building. 
In the era when horse-drawn wagons were 
a common sight on dusty Linndale Road 
(Puritas Avenue), the Rockport House was 
a local landmark.

In the 1930s, the former hotel had become 
Rusak’s Cafe, owned by Konstanty “Con-
nie” Rusak. It was a popular West Park 
“watering hole” serving liquor and beer to 
local residents. Later known as the Bomber 
Tavern, many of our senior citizens recall 

bellying up to the bar for a mug of Erin 
Brew supplied by Cleveland’s Standard 
Brewing Company. The Bomber Tavern 
closed in the 1950s.

In a surprising development, in 1957 the 
old hotel was physically moved one lot 
to the east where it was remodeled and 
became home to the Red Carpet Lounge 
and China House restaurant. Still later 
the building became the South Sea Island 
restaurant which was torn down in 1995 to 
make way for Burger King which currently 
stands on the site. What an historic treasure 
the old Rockport House would be if it still 
existed today!
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The Rockport House by Gary Swilik of the West Park Historical Society   www.westparkhistory.com
Puritas finishers, are also two-time Run 
Puritas winners at 17:21 and 22:23, re-
spectively in 2014.  Last year was the first 
Run Puritas win for these Clevelanders as 
a married couple. This year, new course 
records are on the line as the courses are 
getting revamped.

The 1 mile course will feature Puritas 
Avenue, as will the 5K run. The 5K run 
will go north to showcase the new John 
Marshall High School campus and PPG. 
The course is stroller and dog-friendly and 
BPDC needs many volunteers to line the 
course to keep everyone safe.

For competitive types, there awards for 
the top 3 finishers in every age group 
for the 5K distance. Blaser Mericle and 
Blessed Trinity took advantage of group 
purchase of registrations to save money 
and have more fun with a team on the 
course. All participants at both distances 
will enjoy refreshments and snacks after 
the race.

If you are interested in registering or 
volunteering, please contact www.bpdc.
org or Rachel at 216-671-2710 ext. 216.  
We are also accepting more sponsorships.  
Online registration is available at  
www.peaceracing.com. 

priority for students in proximity to the 
school building. That means there will not 
be any entrance requirement to be a student 
at the new school.  

BPDC advocated for students who live 
in West Park to be given preference for 
admission and for the school to be inclu-
sive of all of our neighborhood youth no 
matter their learning needs, career goals, or 
post-secondary plans. We also championed 
the committee’s recommendation to CMSD 
to have all three schools adopt financial 
literacy and Facing History curriculum to 
teach about history and current events in an 
engaging and socially/culturally relevant 
way that empowers youth to take an active 
role in their community and to analyze 
societal issues. Another priority of BPDC’s 
was adopted as a guiding principle of de-
sign, which is community partnerships and 

community use of the building.   

We also advocated for youth to be repre-
sented on the academic planning committee 
and Kevin Gramajo at JMHS carried the 
youth representation on the committee. 
BPDC was represented on the committee 
by Ian Heisey, primarily, and Bryan  
Gillooly. 

Although three schools, JMHS will have 
only one sports program, one music 
program, one Lawyer school spirit. Any 
current 8th and 9th grader will not attend 
JMHS unless they choose one of the 3 
JMHS schools soon. Current JMHS 10th 
and 11th graders do not have to choose and 
will automatically be enrolled to continue 
on to on-time graduation with their existing 
class from the new building. Calling  
216-838-ENRL is the best way to enroll 
in any CMSD school. 

Two fairly young and innovative high 
schools with interesting curriculums are 
moving into the historic West Park neigh-
borhood, giving families in West Park a 
total of 5 new schools on 3 campuses: John 
Marshall High School’s W. 140th campus 
(whose offerings are described above),  
New Tech West on Brooklawn and W. 
117th St., and Bard High School Early  
College on Terminal Ave.

Bard High School Early College
This school opened in the fall of 2014 on 
W. 117th and Brooklawn in the Brooklawn 
building that formerly served as swing 
space for Almira Elementary. After being 
rehabbed for a high school population, the 
building opened with a 9th and 11th grade 
class. In the fall of 2015, it will have 9th-
12th graders enrolled but will need a new 
building. At the Cleveland Metropolitan 
School District (CMSD) March 24th Mas-
ter Facility Plan meeting, it was announced 
that this growing school will be awarding 
high school degrees and college credits, 
tuition-free, from a new campus in the Carl 
F. Shuler building on Terminal Ave. as the 
current student body at Shuler are John 
Marshall students who will move to their 
newly constructed building.  

Bard’s first high school graduating class, 
in the Spring of 2016, has the possibility 
of graduating students with associate’s 
degrees earned on-site, tuition-free at Bard. 
Although there is no GPA requirement 
or test for entrance to this public school 
option, all students must be interviewed 
before they are accepted. This school offers 
a summer bridge program for incoming 
9th graders to prepare them for the special 

academic method and experience offered at 
this innovative school.

New Tech West High School
The musical chairs continues as New Tech 
West, established in 2009, finds a new 
home in the Brooklawn building that Bard 
is leaving behind on W. 117th and Brook-
lawn Ave., according to the CMSD’s March 
24th public meetings about the Master 
Facility Plan. 

 New Tech West offers a problem-based 
curriculum “where students learn through 
challenging projects while taking advantage 
of a one-to-one student-to-computer ratio to 
create presentations, build their own web-
sites, conduct research and communicate 
with others,” according to their website.  
Students are challenged to work in groups 
often to foster their collaboration skills.  

Currently the school is located in the Max 
Hayes building that soon will see Max 
Hayes depart to greener pastures, as well, 
to a brand new Max Hayes High School on 
Clark and W. 65th St. Cleveland Indians, 
Hyland Software, and Progressive Insur-
ance are this school’s community partners.

Elementary Buildings
Newton D. Baker is most likely going 
to be rebuilt as a new school at the same 
location, while according to CMSD, Val-
leyview Boys Leadership Academy and 
Douglas MacArthur Girls Leadership 
Academy will both initiate a building-
level planning process with families and 
stakeholders to identify creative and cost-
effective methods to accommodate their 
future growth.

Take Off Pounds Sensibly…with TOPS!*

Lose weight, make new friends & have fun… at TOPS – a nonprofit weight-loss 
support group that’s been active since 1948.  At meetings we learn how & what 
to eat to keep our weight down, share tips & motivation and do light exercises.  

Membership is very reasonable & the first meeting is free!

Our local chapter meets every Wednesday from 6-7pm at  
Ascension Village Apartments Community Room; 14130 Puritas Ave.   

Call Shirley for details or encouragement @ 216-387-0029.

Did you know that there is 
over $578 million dollars in 
uncollected property tax in 
Cuyahoga County? 

Property tax revenue is crucial to 
maintaining essential services. 
The County reaches out to delinquent 
homeowners prior to the tax lien sale 
to offer their own payment plan to 
the homeowner. The staffing of the 
Treasurer’s Office was cut from 83 
employees to 37 employees during the 
first County Executive’s administra-
tion.  This reduced the level of customer 
service capacity the Treasurer’s Office 
could provide, according to Toni Jones, 
Bellaire-Puritas 
Development Cor-
poration’s (BPDC’s) 
housing director.  
BPDC assisted the 
County in reaching 
out to tax delinquent 
homeowners and was 
recognized for doing 
so in the recently 
published study 
by the Vacant and 
Abandoned Prop-
erty Action Council 
(VAPAC).

In 1998 the County began engaging in 
the practice of selling delinquent tax 
lien certificates to a third party for-profit 
entity.  The for-profit entity pays the 
full amount of the tax delinquency up 
front to the Cuyahoga County in order 
to receive sorely needed revenue for 
maintaining County services.  However 
this practice has exacerbated vacancies 
according to a study by VAPAC. 

With the purchase of the tax lien, the 
third party can file a foreclosure action 
to collect on the debt owed, as well as, 
adding additional penalties and interest.  
This can be devastating to homeowners 
and exacerbate their personal financial 
problems, leading to more vacant and 
abandoned properties.  This is why 
BPDC sent letters to tax-delinquent 
homeowners.  BPDC hoped that home-
owners would engage in a payment plan 
with the County instead of suffering a 
tax lien sale.

Additionally, Woods Cove is the only 
for-profit company that bought the 
first several rounds of tax liens. It has 
avoided responsibility of the mainte-
nance of its properties that it acquires 
through tax forfeiture.  Some of the 
properties that Woods Cove owns are 
severely distressed and suffering from 
neglect for prolonged periods of time, 
according to Jones.

She recommends, “If you are behind 
on your taxes, call the county and 
inquire about a payment plan. Even 
if you are just half a year behind, 
call the County before it becomes a 
year behind. If you get your tax lien 
sold, it will get more difficult to get 
out from under that debt from a for-
profit company.”

VAPAC is a private gathering of people 
in key public and private interest posi-
tions and is regarded as the first county-
wide collaborative response to foreclo-
sure and property abandonment in the 
country. In 2014 VAPAC formed a tax 
lien committee that included BPDC’s 
Toni Jones, to: study the tax delin-
quency issue with the County, analyze 

the pros and cons 
of these sales, and 
provide recommen-
dations to the new 
County Executive.  
It was given to him 
this March. 

The recommen-
dations of the 76 
page study are:

n Increase the tax 
collection capac-
ity of the County 
by conducting an 

evaluation of the current tax collection 
process.

n Continue to improve tax lien sale 
practices such as: reviewing Woods 
Cove operations; changing the tax 
lien sale contract and procedures to 
better protect distressed communities 
and vulnerable taxpayers; and raising 
the future tax lien sales to properties 
whose market value exceeds $50,000, 
as homes that are at this value or above 
may have owners who are more able to 
pay the third-party lien.

n Improve property management of 
properties foreclosed on by third-parties 
and hold Woods Cove responsible for 
the conditions of properties acquired 
through forfeiture by using a mandatory 
bond process and by increasing commu-
nications with municipalities.

n Explore alternatives to tax lien sales 
such as using a third party collection 
agency to increase delinquent tax col-
lection.

There has been some media attention to 
this issue since the study was released 
on March 1, 2015.  Jones says, “Our 
hope is that the County Executive takes 
these recommendations to the next 
level.”

“If you are behind on  
your taxes, call the county  

and inquire about a  
payment plan. Even if you  
are just half a year behind,  

call the county before  
it becomes a year behind.”

The Rockport House hotel stood at the northeast corner of present West 150th and Puritas 
Avenue. 1874 Atlas of Cuyahoga County.

This past year the Bellaire-Puritas Devel-
opment Corporation became a member of 
Greater Cleveland Community Shares.  

What is Greater Cleveland Community 
Shares?

Well, Community Shares is Cleveland’s 
only workplace giving federation whose 
members focus on social justice and 
advocacy 
issues. In 
1984, thirteen 
social justice 
groups came 
together with 
a resolve 
that they 
could attract donors to their common cause 
of social justice.  Since then Community 
Shares has grown to 44 non-profit agencies, 
raising close to a million dollars through 
charitable campaigns at 110 businesses in 
Greater Cleveland to be distributed to their 
agencies.

These 44 agencies include groups that  
provide education, promote health care, 
protect women and children, advance 
homeownership, provide job training  
and employment, build neighborhoods  
and work to end discrimination. BPDC  
is one of seven development corporations 
in Community Shares.  

How does BPDC benefit from being a 
member of Community Shares and what 

impact does it have on my community? 

It is a common misconception that all of 
the programs offered by Bellaire-Puritas 
Development Corporation are funded 
through dollars received from the City of 
Cleveland.  Last year about fifty-five per-
cent of BPDC’s budget came from the City.  
The remainder of the budget is comprised 
of grant funds, development fees, and 

donations.  The donations 
that come to Bellaire-
Puritas, including those 
from Community Shares 
allow us to offer program-
ming that is not funded 
any other way.  These 

programs include our organizing efforts 
around education and airport issues and our 
special events for the community including 
the annual Night Out Against Crime event 
and annual summit.

If you are someone who is looking for an 
easy way to donate to BPDC, or any of the 
other extraordinary organizations working 
for social change in greater Cleveland, and 
your place of employment has a workplace 
giving campaign, consider participating 
in Greater Cleveland Community Shares.  
If you are a business owner or someone 
who would like to approach your place of 
employment about starting a Community 
Shares campaign please contact Melissa at 
216-671-2710 x214.

Greater Cleveland Community Shares

*an advertisement

Want to start a business?  
Want to move one in or renovate?  

We can help. 
 Learn more at www.bpdc.org/business-matters/



Bellaire Puritas Board & Staff
Officers:
President: Jackie Krieger
Treasurer: Sigmund Sesplankis
Secretary:  Charles Nusbaum

Directors: Kris Tabor, Weldon Maples, Daryl Lehman, Alex Cox

Staff:  
Executive Director: Bryan Gillooly
Receptionist: Peggy Yomnick
Senior Services: David Kasik, Daniel Conway
Site Coordinator at RG Jones: Mary Jo Cotner  
Housing Director: Toni Jones
Neighborhood Planning Coordinator: Melissa Miller
Program Coordinator, 21st Century Learning Center: Danielle Gibson
Home Energy Assistants: Anthony Brown, Karen Crocheron
Resident Services and MyCom Data Specialist: Judy Schafrick
Mediation Coordinator: Ian Heisey
Marketing Coordinator & Engagement Specialist: Rachel Napolitano
Youth Development Director: Vanessa Lange
Computer Lab: Kadie Szymchuk, Children’s Educator
 Tracey Mullin, Adult Educator
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April 11th, Saturday: Volunteers needed for Summer Job Jumpstart employment and 
service fair with employment training 9:45am-1pm at Gunning Rec:  
16700 Puritas Ave. 216-671-2710 for info

April 21st, Tuesday: Community walking tours (Community Relations & CPD) 
5-7pm; Call 216-664-6634

May 2nd, Saturday: Run Puritas 5K Run/1 Mile Fun Run/Walk fundraiser to 
benefit BPDC programs, sponsored by PPG Industries and neighborhood businesses. 
Go to  www.bpdc.org for more information or call Rachel at 216-671-2710 ext. 216. 
8:30am start time at Blessed Trinity Church campus: 14040 Puritas Avenue.

May 5th, Tuesday: Community walking tours (Community Relations & CPD) 
5-7pm; Call 216-664-6634

May 9th, Saturday: The Hooley at Kamm’s Corners (Lorain Avenue and W. 168th 
St.) 12 noon -8pm; great food, live music, children’s shows & activities, Irish dancers, 
pipes & drums, and more: 216-252-6559 

May 19th, Tuesday: Community walking tours (Community Relations & CPD) 
5-7pm; Call 216-664-6634

May 20th, Wednesday: State of the Ward (Ward 16), Speaker: Councilman Brian 
Kazy with a community services fair at Blessed Trinity Church, Fogarty Hall 7-8pm: 
14040 Puritas Ave.

May 30th, Saturday: Volunteers needed for Big Creek Clean-up of the Chevy 
Branch.  Meet at Brookfield Park on Guardian Ave. and W. 125th to get supplies 
before going throughout the W. 130th St. neighborhood. 9am-12 noon

Summer teen college and career day trips start with BPDC’s West Park MyCom 
youth programs, leave from BPDC office 14703 Puritas Ave.  Call 216-671-2710 for 
more details

Real Money, Real World financial literacy classes for teens start a summer session 
at the BPDC office: 14703 Puritas Ave.  Taught by OSU-Cuyahoga Extension office 
staff and youth leaders.  Call Vanessa at BPDC at 216-671-2710 ext. 218 for more 
details.

Summer lunch programs start for youth under 18 years of age, Rockport branch of 
the Cleveland public library is one location

3rd Fridays in the summer: Asphalt Cinema in Impett Park, 3207 West 153rd Street, 
6:30pm. Call Kamm’s Corners Dev. at 216-252-6559.

June 27th, Saturday: Youth Basketball Tournament at Jefferson Park, W. 132nd 
St. between Cooley Avenue and Lorain Avenue: Register with friendsofjefferson@
gmail.com or learn more at www.bpdc.org/events/jeffersonparksummerseries/ 

August 4th, Tuesday: Ice Crime Social and movie in Jefferson Park, 13200 Lorain 
Avenue; to celebrate the National Night Out Against Crime; 7pm-11pm

August 8th, Saturday: Rock Around the Park Classic Car & Music Show; Jefferson 
Park, 13200 Lorain Avenue; 12-5pm. Learn more at www.bpdc.org/events/jefferson-
parksummerseries/ or call 216-671-2710.

October 28th, Wednesday: BPDC Neighborhood Summit, Blessed Trinity’s Fogarty 
Hall, 14040 Puritas Ave; 6-8pm. Call Rachel 216-671-2710.

October 30th, Friday: Trunk or Treat,  Jefferson Park, 13200 Lorain; 6-8pm  
(Friends of Jefferson Park). Email friendsofjefferson@gmail.com for info.

Bellaire Puritas is located at:
14703 Puritas Avenue   n   Cleveland, OH 44135
Phone: 216-671-2710   n   Fax: 216-671-9868

www.bpdc.org

1st Tuesday: Neighborhood Education Committee @ 6:30pm.   
Neighborhood Education Team meets at BPDC. All are welcome.

1st Tuesday: Friends of Jefferson Park Committee meeting sometimes in the park, 
sometimes 6-8pm, by the picnic tables under the gazebo or indoors. All are welcome. 
Contact Rachael at friendsofjeffersonpark@gmail.com or 330-635-8047 for more 
information. 

2nd Tuesdays: West Park Airport Committee normally meets at BPDC’s  
Mary Kaser Community Room at 7:00pm. Check www.bpdc.org for details

4th Tuesdays: West Park Youth Mobilization Team @ 5:30pm at BPDC

1st Wednesday: John Marshall Alumni Association Trustees Meeting  
@ 7:00pm. Bethany English Lutheran Church, Triskett & Lorain. Meet in the  
lower level. Meetings are open to all Alumni including current & retired faculty  
and staff.

1st Wednesday:  Free fresh produce, rain or shine, 4:30–6:30pm. Bring ID and bags/
carts. No lines before 4pm; 14040 Puritas Ave.

Wednesdays: 4:30–6:00pm, West Park Teen Job Club: open to 8th-12th graders, 
at BPDC office, call Vanessa at 216-671-2710 ext. 218 or v.lange@bpdc.org

1st Thursday evening of the month is a gathering of West Park Young  
Professionals.  For details of the location and time, contact Michael Schmit  
at westparkyp@gmail.com

1st Thursday: First District  Police Community Relations Committee, open to  
the public, at St. Ignatius of Antioch school cafeteria, 10205 Lorain Ave. Questions?  
Contact Tammy, Community Relations Representative, at 216-664-6634 or email  
thanna@city.cleveland.oh.us.

2nd Sunday of the month (except holidays): Community Meal, 12:30-1:30pm, 
handicapped accessible, all are welcome, 14040 Puritas Ave. in Fogarty Hall beneath  
Blessed Trinity Church

Last Saturday: free community meal for all at Christ United Methodist Church,  
5:00pm, 3625 W. 138th St., www.christumc.com


