
The Bellaire-Puritas Development Corporation’s (BPDC) 
Lyric Community Center project is moving forward!  In 
May 2014 BPDC acquired the small commercial building 
on West 140th Street and Lyric Avenue from the Cuyahoga 
County Land Reutilization Corporation, a land bank, with 
the intention of rehabbing the building for a community 
center.  

The building is located in the heart of the neighborhood 
in the West 140th Street Education Corridor.  Over the 
past year BPDC has been hard at work securing funding 
to rehab the building and is now ready to begin.  Many 
residents contributed to an online campaign to crowdfund 
initial costs of retaining the building. (Thank you very 
much!) BPDC secured a grant from the City of Cleveland 

with the help of former Councilman Martin J. Sweeney 
(now State Representative).

City Architecture is the architectural firm that has been 
hired to design the new space, and just by coincidence, one 
of the architects working on the project, August Fluker, is a 
proud alum of John Marshall High School.  The architects 
are designing a space that has a large multi-purpose room, 
a computer lab and a small kitchen.  Once the plans are 
complete BPDC will share them with the community.

Many of BPDC’s afterschool youth programs will be 
housed in the new facility.  Being on West 140th Street 
with two public K-8 schools and the new John Marshall 
High School, and being walkable from Bard High School 
Early College, makes the location of the community center 

Traditions help us mark time and build community 
and the Annual Bellaire-Puritas Development Corpo-
ration (BPDC) Neighborhood Summit is an all-ages 
program and social that brings people together from 
around Ward 16 with awards, stories, plans, refresh-
ments, face-painting, and fun raffles.  

All residents, parents, and workers of the neigh-
borhood are invited Wednesday, October 28th to 

celebrate and learn about our great neighborhood, its 
diversity, leadership, programs, and resources from 
6-8:30pm downstairs in Fogarty Hall at Blessed  
Trinity Catholic Church.  

From 7-8:00pm, a program of special topics will 
be presented, including an address from BPDC’s 
Executive Director, Bryan Gillooly; Councilman 
Brian Kazy; youth leaders; and the BPDC Youth 
Development Director, Vanessa Lange.  Vanessa will 
present the West Park MyCom Youth Development 
Plan which so many residents contributed to during 
the start of 2015.  

West Park has its high school back in place with the 
return of a new John Marshall High School (JMH) build-
ing to W. 140th Street, its location since 1932. “We’re 
coming home” was the phrase seen on t-shirts worn by 
students and teachers on August 17 as students made their 
way to their new 
school and brand 
new academic  
programs.

Students entering  
as 9th and 10th 
graders are enrolled 
in the JMH School 
of Engineering, 
JMH School of 
Information Tech-
nology, or the JMH 
School of Civic and 
Business Leader-
ship. The 11th and 12th graders will focus on completing  
their high school coursework on time, preparing for 
graduation as well as pursuing opportunities to get  
practical experience in the community.

Any students interested in sports, music and clubs can 
participate on the same teams and groups, no matter what 
small school they are enrolled in. 

There is strong demand to attend John Marshall and  
currently there are 1400 students in the school and  

enrollment is capped. Accord-
ing to Kevin Alin, Executive 
Director of School Choice and 
Enrollment at CMSD, the en-
rollment across the three small 
schools is spread pretty evenly. 

“When speaking with parents 
and students about high school 
options aligned to their stu-
dent’s interest, John Marshall 
has become one of the most 
appealing options in the CMSD 
portfolio,” Alin said. “The John 
Marshall Campus has diversity 

in its academic offerings that attract a broad spectrum of 
students who are seeking a high school with real-world 
experience and exciting opportunities for their future.” 
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With the new streetscape enhancements being installed on 
Lorain Avenue as part of the ongoing construction, two  
further steps have been taken to continue to improve the 
look of Lorain Avenue.  

The community identified the importance of upgrading the 
appearance of Lorain Avenue during the Lorain Avenue 
Pedestrian-Friendly Plan process in order to make walking, 
cycling or driving down Lorain a more pleasurable experi-
ence.  Addressing the current design standards and zoning 
on Lorain Avenue are two tools the aesthetics of the street 
can be improved, and this past summer Councilman Kazy 
introduced legislation to Council regarding both.

At the August Council meeting, legislation was passed to 
extend the current Lorain Avenue Design Review District 
that goes from the Cleveland border to W. 140th Street, 
to continue down Lorain where it meets with the Variety 
Village District around the old Variety Theater.  Design 

review establishes standards in the design of buildings 
and properties: to enhance the appearance of commercial 
districts, encourage further economic development, and 
preserve architecturally important buildings and building 
features.  People applying for any permits through the  
Department of Building and Housing in such a district 
must have their plans reviewed and approved by the local 
design review committee for the far west side prior to 
obtaining a permit.  The committee is made up of local 
architects, landscape designers, and business owners.  

In September, legislation in a complimentary fashion will 
be heard on adding an Urban Form Overlay (UFO) to the 
area on Lorain between West 123rd Street and West 136th 
Street.  This area was identified as the most walkable and 
local stretch of Lorain by our Pedestrian-Friendly Plan, 
however, there are many uses on Lorain that limit that 
walkability. The UFO creates a more walkable community 

Lorain Gaining Two Tools Besides Streetscape

Lyric Community Center Coming to Education Corridor

by Ian Heisey

by Melissa Miller

by Rachel Napolitano

by Melissa Miller

Cleveland Metropolitan School District (CMSD) CEO Eric Gordon cut 
the ribbon with students and alumni at a dedication of John Marshall’s 
Campus on September 24, 2015.

Michelle Feldman and Lottie Krabill talk during the 2014  
Summit open house next door to the Boy Scouts table.



Bard High 
School 
Early College 
celebrated a 
one year an-
niversary and 
a permanent 
home with the 
Shuler school 
facility on Ter-
minal Avenue 
on September 
16th.  Bard 

started as a Cleveland Metropolitan School 
District (CMSD) innovative high school 
in the Brooklawn school facility, which 
previously was built for younger children 
and not a rigorous, high quality high school 
experience that Bard provides its students. 
Principal Dumaine Williams is excited 

to have its second year in a facility his 
students can count on for years with facili-
ties like a gymnasium and auditorium that 
Brooklawn lacked.

Angela Boothe, a St. Joseph’s Academy 
alumna and West Park resident, transferred 
her 11th grade son there this summer.  Her 
son, Michael, attended Messiah Lutheran 
grade school and Lutheran West High 
School, but was attracted to the culture  
of Bard High School, which his mother 
read about in this publication last year.  
He describes, “I like the environment.  
Not very many people take it as a joke  
here and it helps me focus better.”   
Michael was so excited, he recruited a 
friend from Lakewood to enroll, as well.

 “The teachers stay on topic better and then 
help you more…If you don’t do something, 

the teacher won’t embarrass or call you out 
in front of the class,” Michael says.  

Cara Moore, a 10th grader, said there are 
an average of 17-18 students in each of her 
classes, which she describes as challeng-
ing. By the end of her freshman year at 
Bard she pulled her initially unimpressive 
grades up to all B’s and one A after she got 
accustomed to pushing harder.  

Cara is in theater by participating in drama 
club and she likes that they just started 
Zumba at school.  Cara wants to be a 
prosecutor because she wants “to put bad 
people in jail.”  With her choice to go to an 
early college school, she feels like she will 
be well-prepared to study out-of-state to do 
that.

Her advice to prospective students is “to 
be prepared to read a lot and write a lot.We 

even write in math–to get our brains going 
we ‘free write,’” she continues. Princi-
pal Williams’s advice is for prospective 
students to come shadowing as students to 
shop around because “it has to be a match 
both ways,” meaning the school accepts the 
student and the student wants this particu-
lar kind of education.

“The more 
things change, 
the more they 
stay the same” 
is an English 
translation 
of a French 
saying coined 
by novelist by 
Jean-Baptiste 
Alphonse 

Karr, probably published first in France in 
1939 in his monthly journal. That was 76 
years ago. I’ve been looking at some data 
on neighborhood change, for one of the 
neighborhoods served by Bellaire-Puritas 
Development Corporation, and I say the 
same kind of thing about many changes 
or lack of change over the past 20 years. It 
is of some comfort in a changing environ-
ment to know some things stay the same.

Looking at data, specifically for the  
Jefferson Statistical Planning Area (SPA), 
over the last two decades, this SPA remains 
a very strong neighborhood of the city of 
Cleveland. In both 1990 and 2010, it  

houses at least 4% of the city’s overall pop-
ulation and the median income in Jefferson 
is about 1.5 times higher than the median 
household income in the city. The popula-
tion decline, unemployment and poverty 
rates are significantly lower than those of 
the city as a whole. Our residents drive  
to work in the morning and most the jobs 
offered in this neighborhood 
are still in these three sectors: 
1) Education and Health 
Care, 2) Manufacturing and 
3) Retail.  In these ways the 
neighborhood has stayed the 
same, that is, stable.

In terms of change, as noted 
by residents of many races, 
cultures and backgrounds, 
this neighborhood is becom-
ing increasingly diverse in its 
race, and cultural background.  
The statistics also identify this change, with 
92% of its population being white, in 1990, 
and in 2010 30% of this neighborhood’s 
population is not white. As racial diversity 
increased over 20 years in this SPA, its 

economic position and population share 
compared to the city as a whole has stayed 
the same.

The increasingly diverse racial composi-
tion, which is plain for all to see, is not 
a problem to address, but an opportunity 
and strength of this neighborhood. Diver-

sity is expected to 
increase throughout 
the US. Demographic 
studies predict that 
by the year 2050 or 
2060 there will be 
no racial majority 
in the United States. 
Some experts point 
out that 20% of the 
US population are 
people with physical 
or mental challenges, 
and estimate 5-10% 

of the population identifies as gay, lesbian, 
bi-sexual or transgender.  The opportu-
nity for our neighborhood is to appreciate 
the differing cultures and many forms of 
diversity amid all our neighbors and take 

a second look at our personal assumptions 
about people. There are enough incidents 
and public accusations to accentuate the 
divisions among us. As neighbors and 
neighborhood groups we have the opportu-
nity to look more closely at what we each 
have in common.

Many residents believe this neighborhood 
is comprised of hard-working, economi-
cally stable but not lavish people that stick 
together when times get tough.  Many resi-
dents settled here from other countries and 
proudly celebrate their cultural heritage as 
a way to teach it to children. It is important 
to know that the more some things change, 
these things remain the same. Much of the 
pride in this neighborhood reflects what 
people call “the American Dream” and we 
have the opportunity to celebrate that reality 
together with many colors, languages, flags 
and songs. That neighborhood pride is one 
of the strengths our neighborhood has to 
offer for years to come.
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Over the past 
several months 
you may have 
noticed a num-
ber of public 
meetings being 
held to discuss 
issues of im-
portance to the 
Bellaire Puritas 

neighborhoods and Ward 16. Just since this 
summer I have facilitated the convening 
of at least 7 public meetings, and attended 
many more block club meetings as a 

participant or invited guest.  Some of these 
meetings will be ongoing, others came 
together to respond to a specific situation.  

Topics for these public meetings included 
issues surrounding: the reconstruction of 
the West 140th Street Bridge over I-71, 
near Artemus Ward Elementary School; the 
Triskett Rapid station as it affects the Jos-
lyn neighborhood, especially the temporary 
use of their outparcel during road construc-
tion and long-term plans for large parking 
lot; and two meetings to help jumpstart a 
Lorain Avenue merchants group.  In addi-
tion, two community groups asked for help 

to start up a block club or neighborhood 
association of some kind. 

I believe it is important to seek resident 
input about neighborhood problems–when 
run right, public meetings can be an ef-
ficient way to find out the problems, and 
help everyone get quickly focused on the 
solutions. I am grateful for all the residents 
in the community that I have met in these 
sessions for freely sharing their opinion 
and vision for change in the neighborhood.   
Thank you and remember, always call if I 
can help at 252-2331!

A word from Ward 16 Councilman Brian Kazy

Greetings Ward 16 and Bellaire-Puritas Residents!

 

“As neighbors and  
neighborhood groups  

we have the opportunity  
to look more closely at 
what we each have in 

common”

Bard High School Early College Celebrates One Year and Facility

Free Tutoring for K-8  
at 216-623-7053.

Want to start a business?  
Want to move one in or 
renovate?  We can help.  

Learn more at 
www.bpdc.org/business-

matters/

Lyric cont. from pg 1

ideal for these types of activities.  There 
will also be space available during the  
day for different classes for adults such  
as financial literacy classes offered by  
local banks and the building can be used 
for meeting space when no programming 
is happening at the center.

24 Hour Appointment  
Line

518-4014

for help with utilities
HEAP n PIPP

Tools cont. from pg 1

-without limiting as many uses as a zoning 
change would.  For example: a funeral 
home is not permitted in a local retail dis-
trict, but is permitted under the new over-
lay.  Open sales lots and car washes are not 
permitted under the new district, but gas 
stations will be permitted as long as they 
are designed appropriately. The UFO has 
already passed the Planning Commission.

Merchants on Lorain Avenue had the  
opportunity to learn about these changes 
at two different Lorain Avenue Merchants 
meetings this summer. The merchants 
are beginning to ban together to improve 
Lorain for everyone so please continue to 
support your local businesses during the 
construction.

Teaching principal  
Dumaine Williams

Cara Moore, 10th grader at Bard

by Rachel Napolitano
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Youth Employed in Sustainability

West Park MyCom Youth Tour the  
College of Wooster
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Fifteen youth from the City of 
Cleveland Summer Youth Em-
ployment Program focusing on 
sustainability issues, especially 
around water, came to work at  
the Milligan Gardens site at the 
end of July.  

They removed phragmites, an 
invasive plant, from the Chevy 
Branch of the Big Creek as part of 
a series of interactive field trips 
planned throughout the commu-
nity to teach the kids about water 
issues.  The students were hired 
by Youth Opportunities Unlimited 

(Y.O.U.) and as the picture proves, 
they had a tall order, removing 
plants taller than themselves.

Milligan Gardens is an 11-parcel 
wetland on Milligan Avenue off 
of West 130th Street where the 
creek was redirected through an 
order to reduce flooding in the 
neighborhood.  The project was 
initiated by BPDC nearly fifteen 
years ago and completed by the 
Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer 
District and ParkWorks (now  
LAND Studio).

Youth from the neighborhood got on the 
bus and explored different career and 
college options through a partnership with 
West Park MyCom and the 21st Century 
Learning Center based at Robinson G. 
Jones school.

Approximately 42 youth expanded their 
knowledge of local companies and college 
campuses. One destination was a walk-
able trip down to the Cleveland Airport 
Marriott Hotel and others were as far 
away as the College of Wooster. Students 
were also able to tour Cleveland City Hall 
with Councilman Brian Kazy, as well as 
the newly renovated $10 million Heinen’s 
grocery store downtown.

A trip south led them to the Agricultural 
Training Institute (ATI) of the Ohio State 
University where they toured the green-
house and learned about the number one 
industry in Ohio–agriculture. The College 
of Wooster just down the road showed 
them what a liberal arts education features 
and the importance of experiential educa-
tion. 

Youth also were able to see a 3-D printer 
and other technology in action at the 
Cleveland Public Library Tech Central 
Department, take a walking tour of Cleve-
land State University and a student-led 
tour at Case Western Reserve University. 
Other visits this summer included the  
Tri-C Westshore campus, where students 

did hands-on experiments in the science 
labs, and Hyland Software in Westlake, 
the company that was voted the “Top 
workplace in northeast Ohio.” 

The summer tour of future opportunities 
concluded with two visits. The first was 
at Polaris Career Center, where students 
were given a look at all the trades they 
could learn with education after high 
school that did not necessarily involve 
a college degree. The second was at 
Baldwin-Wallace University where they 
were given a tour by a BW student and an 
overview of all the majors offered, extra-
curricular options, and the scholarship 
information to help make it happen.

A common theme no matter what place 
the group visited was the importance of 
“finding and following your passion,”  
being open to learn new things, and  
having skills in working with a wide  
variety of people. 

The West Park Teen Job Club is organized 
through BPDC will be starting up again 
for the season in October. The club is for 
8th-12th graders who want to continue 
to explore their options for life after high 
school and build skills to get and keep a 
job in the meantime. For more informa-
tion, contact Vanessa Lange at BPDC at 
216.671.2710 ext. 218 or v.lange@bpdc.
org.

West Park is a proud member of the MyCom countywide  
youth development initiative.  As the lead agency for the 
neighborhood, Bellaire Puritas Development Corporation  
partners with other youth serving organizations to provide 
high quality youth programming in the West Park neighbor-
hood.

New Programs for the 2015-2016 School Year:

Fashion Club at West Park Library Branch – Upcycle old clothes into 
unique fashions, learn basic sewing skills, and design your own styles.  
Show off your skills and creativity in a community talent show, and end 
the year with a field trip to a sewing studio to learn how to sew on a 
machine. For youth (boys are welcome, too!) ages 12 and up.  1st and 
3rd Tuesday of the month, 3:30-5:00pm.  Registration is required.  Forms 
available at West Park Library, Bellaire Puritas Development Corpora-
tion, and online at www.bpdc.org.  Contact Vanessa at (216) 671-2710 
for more information.

Tuesdays in the Triangle – Try something new on Tuesdays in the  
Triangle. (“The Triangle” is the named after the shape of the neighbor-
hood of W. 130th from Lena/Longmead to Enterprise Ave/I-480.   
Any youth is welcome to come to the “Triangle” for this program).  
Art, technology, dance and more.  Tuesdays 4:00-5:30pm at West  
Preparatory Academy, for youth 10-14 years old.  Snacks are provided.  
Registration is required.  Forms available at West Park Library, West 
Preparatory Academy, and online at www.bpdc.org.  Contact Vanessa  
at (216) 671-2710 for more information.

West Park Youth Leadership Council – High School students who live or 
go to school in West Park have applied to be part of the neighborhood’s 
Youth Leadership Council.  No leadership experience necessary, just a 
desire to make the neighborhood a better place for youth and families!  
Meetings are the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of every month, 5:30-7:00pm at 
Bellaire Puritas Development Corporation.  

Returning Programs:

America Scores Cleveland – Soccer and poetry- the perfect combina-
tion!  America Scores is located at R.G. Jones and Artemus Ward (par-
ticipants must be students at these schools) for 3rd-8th grade students.  
Contact America Scores at (216) 881-7988 for more information.

CMHA Riverside Park After-School Program – Homework and enrich-
ment activities for children in kindergarten-6th grade.  Monday through 
Friday 2:30-5:30pm at the Riverside Park Estates Community Center.  
Registration is required.  Priority is given to CMHA residents.  Contact 
Cookie at (216) 898-5695 for more information.

West Park Teen Job Club – Do you have a plan for after high school?  
Do you know what you want to be when you grow up?  Do you want 
to get a job and start earning money now?  Join the West Park Teen 
Job Club to explore career opportunities, develop your skills, and learn 
how to get hired and keep a job.  For youth ages 13 and up.  Wednes-
days 4:30-6:00pm at John Marshall High School. Teens from any school 
are welcome. Registration is required.  Forms are available at Bellaire 
Puritas Development Corporation and online at www.bpdc.org.  Contact 
Vanessa or Ian at (216) 671-2710 for more information

Art Classes with Art House, Inc:

Day of the Dead Parade Family Workshop - Children and their families 
will work together to create costumes they will wear in the parade held 
in the Gordon Square Arts District in November.  Dates and location 
TBD.

Printmaking – Learn about the beauty and fun of printmaking in this 5 
week class. Working with a professional artist, students will learn how 
to create mono and relief prints using a variety of inks and papers.  For 
2nd-3rd grade at R.G. Jones School 3:30-4:30pm.  Dates TBD.

Registration is required.  Forms are available at Bellaire Puritas Devel-
opment Corporation and online at www.bpdc.org.  More classes will be 
scheduled for winter and spring.  Contact Vanessa at (216) 671-2710 
for more information.

MyCom Programs in West Parkby Ian Heisey

by Melissa Miller
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When Vincent Riley was two years old, his 
father moved the family from E. 36th and 
Superior where he worked at W. S. Tyler as 
a maintenance man, to W. 139th south of 
Puritas Ave.  He bought two lots and built a 
home himself on one of them 
just as West Park became 
Cleveland.

Vincent Riley and Elizabeth 
Riley née Mike celebrated 
their 73rd wedding anniver-
sary August 29th by going to 
Das Schnitzel Haus in Parma 
with two of their kids and 
receiving a blessing from 
Fr. Doug Koesel at Blessed 
Trinity Church.  Vincent has 
lived in the Puritas neighbor-
hood for 89 years!  They have 
3 children, 6 grandchildren, 
and 11 great-grand-children.  
Elizabeth was at a bowling 
and dance party in Mansfield 
when she met Vincent for the first time.  
Their families knew each other, so Vincent 
had already heard about Elizabeth before 
the polka and waltzes began.  They were 
married locally in 1941 at St. Ignatius of 
Antioch Church.

When Vincent Riley and Elizabeth and 
their baby boy returned to his family home, 
it was the first time they lived all together 
since after they married they traveled from 
Army base to base and were separated by 
Vincent’s service in WWII.  His father, an 
immigrant from Hungary, gave him his lot 
next door so the young family could build 
a home more easily.  Vincent remembers 
buying plans and materials from Forest 
City Lumber with a loan from the Veterans 
Administration for about $3600 and started 
building it himself in 1946.  Like father, 
like son.

When Vincent’s father built his own house, 

it was only the 3rd or 4th house on the 
street and according to Vincent, the other 
residents had already paid for the entire 
street to get water and sewer services in 
advance of development.  That meant his 

family had 
to pay one of 
the original 
residents a fee 
in proportion 
to the cost 
of laying the 
infrastruc-
ture for his 
father’s two 
lots to repay 
their neighbor 
for the invest-
ment.

Vincent and 
Elizabeth 
are both 
first genera-

tion Americans. Vincent’s mother was an 
immigrant from Yugoslavia and his father 
was from Hungary. Elizabeth’s mother 
came from Germany and her father from 
Bulgaria. (Elizabeth’s maternal grandfather 
set-up mills, crossing boundaries around 
Europe like the Johnny Appleseed of mills, 
so that all of Elizabeth’s mother’s siblings 
were born in a different country.)  Once 
her mother immigrated to Mansfield, she 
met Elizabeth’s father through a mutual 
friend in the steel mills. Elizabeth’s mother 
worked at Westinghouse, so her German-
speaking grandmother was her largest 
influence at home.  Elizabeth was an only 
child, and although she doesn’t think she 
was very spoiled, her grandmother did 
everything for the household and did not 
let Elizabeth do anything.  Vincent says, 
“She didn’t even know how to boil water,” 
and Elizabeth agrees and adds housework 
to the list of things she didn’t learn.

In this year of great re-building and rein-
vention of John Marshall High School,  
it is interesting to note that Vincent is a 
graduate of the Class of 1941.  He remem-
bers when the high school became the site 
of the earliest worship services for the new 
Ascension Catholic Church, now merged 
into the Blessed Trinity Church commu-
nity at Ascension’s site.  (Mr. Riley also 
attended Settlement Elementary School 
instruction at 14000 Puritas Avenue, on 
land now owned by the Cleveland Public 
Library.)  

Vincent joined his father and his brother 
by carpooling to W. S. Tyler.  Vincent was 
one of only 400 people in the U. S. trained 
to be a wire weaver.  He remembers he was 
paid $0.44/hour before he was drafted for 
WWII.  The wire he wove became large 
wire cloth belts for powder mills (like flour 
mills) and paper mills.  He remembers 
that Mr. Washington S. Tyler, the founder, 
donated the property where the present-
day Cleveland Metroparks Tyler Barn and 
Fields are.  The Metroparks describes the 
donation as part of a summer estate given 
in 1921 and said the 75 acres helped estab-
lish the Rocky River Reservation.

The Rileys cherished that the neighbors 
took the time to stop and talk.  They  
loved raising their three children, Vincent, 
Marlene, and Anita, with the children 
of Caroline and Jack Paull and the other 
families on that street.  They gained friends 
from belonging to the Catholic War Vets.  
In the 1980’s, Mr. Riley retired from  
Tool Producers near Engle Road and  
they moved to Sprengel to take care  
of Elizabeth’s mother.

Family was always their priority.  Vincent 
says he never drank very much, but after 
his son was born he stopped drinking at all 
because he saw, during the war and when 
he returned, other veterans’ drinking prob-

lems. He never wanted to be unaware of 
where he was and where he came from,  
especially behind the wheel with his 
family. Elizabeth loved to make cakes for 
anyone when it was their birthday, relish-
ing her new homemaker skills, that she 
excelled at after her “domestic internships” 
with other women as a newlywed. They 
loved spending time in the Metroparks  
with family and friends and Vincent says  
so did everyone else. He remembers that 
any time of the year a family member 
would be sent at 8 a.m. to save a table  
for an afternoon picnic because the park 
was so popular.

When Vincent went overseas, he and 
Elizabeth did not know their first child was 
on the way.  Vincent returned to his young 
family on Christmas Eve by train.  The rail-
road workers were on strike in Atterbury, 
Indiana, so Elizabeth and her parents drove 
from Mansfield in a snow storm, stopping 
to buy ice to stop the windshield from 
frosting.  Eventually, excited to meet his 
son, Vincent picked him up, waking him, 
and played with him in the air above his 
head before finding out, in a messy way, 
he should have heeded Elizabeth’s warning 
that baby Vincent was sick and treated with 
castor oil earlier. 

Vincent’s unit went to D-Day, but he was 
saved from going because of some dental 
trouble. He did go to Okinawa and Iwo 
Jima and feels lucky to survive those 
battles.

Vincent claims their marriage benefits from 
at least two things.  First, they got married 
when they were 19, so they “grew in our 
ways together, because we were young and 
not set in our ways.”   Secondly, and maybe 
most importantly, he confides that they say 
“I love you” over ten times a day.

Love Lives in West Park, as West Park Grows Up

Summit cont. from pg 1

The presentations will also include up-
dates on the forthcoming Lyric Commu-
nity Center and the unification study that 
a steering committee of members of the 
boards of Kamm’s Corners Development 
Corporation and BPDC are considering.

A social with refreshments starts at 
6:00pm and neighborhood talent or talent 
that reflects cultures in our neighborhood 
will be available then.  Many community 
groups will have information tables dur-
ing this social and the dessert social from 

8:00-8:30pm.  

Bring your bucks! The event is free 
thanks to sponsors like Councilman 
Kazy and neighborhood businesses, but 
there are a few raffles worth a look.  This 
year’s raffle features a children’s bike 
and lessons donated from Ohio City Bike 
Co-op among its prize choices.  For more 
information, contact Rachel Napolitano at 
BPDC at 216-671-2710 or r.napolitano@
bpdc.org or visit www.bpdc.org/annual-
neighborhood-summit. 

Community Financial Centers (CFC) is a network of professionally 
trained coaches dedicated to financial empowerment by assisting 
clients to improve personal financial choices, create and execute 
short-term and long-term financial goals while also finding avail-
able resources to achieve their clients’ goals. 

Topics can include: 

• student loan debt,
• budgets
• credit 
• banking services, or 
• living on a fixed income
• community resources and more.

Call Marne Piccolomini, a financial services manager, at  
216-453-0497 to make your free appointment in our  
neighborhood today.  CFC is a project of Cleveland  
Neighborhood Progress.  

Find out more at www.communityfinancialcenters.org. 

Get a financial professional in your corner!

by Rachel Napolitano



BPDC had the pleasure to help host many 
events in West Park this summer.  Two 
events, the Jumpin’ at Jefferson (basketball 
day) and the Rock Around the Park Classic 
Car (and Music) Show were organized by 
the Friends of Jefferson Park on the same 
Saturday, August 8th, in the same place— 
Jefferson Park. 

The BPDC Ice Crime Social was organized 
on the first Tuesday in August by Melissa 
Miller at BPDC in the same Jefferson Park, 
in coordination with the National Night 
Out Against Crime and First Police District 
Community Relations. Ice cream, games, 
and networking with safety forces culmi-
nated with an outdoor viewing of the movie 
Paddington.

Cleveland Public Theatre’s Student Theatre 
Enrichment Project (STEP) performed for 
the public in the lawn at Robinson G. Jones 
School on W. 150th St. on August 13th, 
thanks to generous sponsorship by Coun-
cilman Kazy and the free ice cream by the 
host, R.G. Jones.

There were a myriad of safety walks 
and movie nights in Ward 16 parks with 
Councilman Kazy that BPDC participated 
in this summer, as well.  Also not pictured 
here is the West Park Community Festival 
in Emery Park on August 15th, organized 
by the West Park Community Coalition, 
at which BPDC was able to connect with 
many adults and children.
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A Fun and Exciting West Park Summer
Ice Crime

Jumpin’ at Jefferson

Rock Around the Park Classic Car Show

Cleveland Public Theatre at R.G. Jones

West Park Youth Program Directory  
Available Online

Explore the West Park Youth Programs Directory online to find  
programs and contacts at: 

or call BPDC’s youth Development Department for assistance  
at 216-671-2710.

www.bpdc.org/westparkyouthprogramdirectory 

 Photography by Zayra Ramos-Ortiz from ZRO Photography



Almost everyone remembers Tony’s Diner, 
run by the Zappone Family at the corner of 
West 117th and Lorain Avenue. Far fewer 
know the Zappones built an entire chain of 
restaurants and Tony’s Diner was only part 
of it. And it all began in a building on West 
130th Street.
Michael Zappone was born in 1873 in 
Campobasso in south-central Italy. He 
came to the United States in 1888 just 
before his fifteenth birthday. He settled on 
East 123rd Street near Murray Hill in Little 
Italy. Like so many immigrants Michael 
first made his living as a common laborer.
In 1899, he married his neighbor, Jose-
phine Farinacci, and they began raising 
a family. Soon the young couple was in 
search of greater economic opportunities. 
In about 1905, Michael and his wife moved 
to Settlement Road (now West 130th 

Street) in the then-
independent city of 
Rockport Village, 
Ohio. They origi-
nally planned to go 
to California but got 
no further, the story 
goes, because they 
ran out of funds.
By 1910 Michael 
and Josephine Zap-
pone were living in 
their own house on 
West 130th in what 
is today Cleveland. 
(The area became 

part of Cleveland in 1923.) Over the years 
they had ten children. As the family grew 
so did the Zappone home. Eventually 
it consisted of several apartments, five 
separate storage basements and a storefront 
where the family ran a small general store.
In March 1928, Michael passed away due 
to heart problems. At the age of 44, Jose-
phine Zappone, barely able to read, write, 
or speak English, was deep in debt with 
seven children still at home. Fortunately, 
she was an enterprising woman.
To make ends meet, Josephine served  
spaghetti dinners to the public in her 
own dining room, using recipes she 
learned while growing up in Italy. Her 
home-cooked meals were so popular they 
out-grew the house and launched a series 
of family restaurants, including Tony’s 

Spaghetti House, Tony’s Diner, Tony’s at 
Kamm’s, Zappone’s Tavern, Louie’s Steak 
House, the Thirteen Colony, and many 
more.
The home in which she first served her 
famous spaghetti dinners, at ten-cents per 
plate–fifteen cents with wine–still stands 
today at 4666-4674 West 130th Street.  
It was from this building that Josephine 
Zappone launched her Spaghetti Empire.
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The Spaghetti Empire of the Zappone Family Home

Rolling and Responsive Mini Grants

Resources for Seniors

If you have an idea that will better 
your community then we are here 
to help! The Organizers and Allies 
Rolling and Responsive Mini Grant 
program was created in order to 
assist with quick financial needs of 
grassroots neighborhood groups. 
Mini grants of up to a maximum 
of $250 are awarded to any group 
who has partnered with a fiscal 
agent. The mini grants must be 
used for projects that benefit the 
community.

Grants are awarded for projects that 
allow people to work together and 
have an immediate, positive impact 
on the community. To encourage 
widespread cooperation, your proj-

ect should be led and planned by 
more than one resident. It should 
be a team effort that involves 
people from diverse backgrounds. 
Projects should also work to build 
relationships and strengthen rela-
tionships within the neighborhood.

The next deadline is Thursday, 
Nov. 5th. Please contact Bellaire-
Puritas Development Corporation 
at 216.671.2710 (ask for Ian at 
ext. 219) for an application and for 
more details, or email: i.heisey@
bpdc.org

 The mini-grant is made possible 
through the support of Cleveland 
Neighborhood Progress, CNP.   

by Gary Swilik of the West Park Historical Society  www.westparkhistory.com

Cuyahoga County Senior & Adult  
Services, Community Office on Aging 

Contact: 216-420-6700 
Address: 13815 Kinsman Road  
Cleveland, Oh 44120 
Description: Elder Abuse Hotline, Home 
Support Programs, Options for Elders 
Program, and a free benefits “checkup“ is 
available online or over the phone or in-
person to determine if there are any public 
programs that seniors could be enrolled in 
and are not already enrolled. 

City of Cleveland Department of  
Aging 

Contact: 216-664-2833 
Elder Abuse Hotline at 216.420.6700, 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week 
www.city.cleveland.oh.us/Aging 
Address: 75 Erieview Plaza, 2nd floor 
Cleveland, Ohio 44114 
Description: The Department provides 
one-on-one assistance, events, and train-
ings for older adults around health and 
wellness, economic security, scams, rights, 
public benefits, foreclosure, bed bugs, 
housing services, and more to move closer 
to its vision: “Cleveland seeks to be so 
elder friendly that current older residents 
desire to remain, former residents wish to 
return to the City and the City can recruit 
additional older residents based on the 
elder friendly aspects of Cleveland and 
its neighborhoods.”  Every year they have 
Senior Day at Public Auditorium, which 
celebrates seniors and provides a vibrant 
resource fair. 
 

ESOP Senior Financial Empowerment 
Contact: 216-361-0718 
www.esop-cleveland.org 
Address: 7000 Euclid Ave. Suite 203 
Cleveland, OH 44103 
Description: Nonprofit that offer free 
services like: One-on-one financial coun-
seling, public benefits checkups, “Scams, 
Fraud, and Financial Abuse” trainings, se-
nior financial education workshops, Senior 
Property Tax Loan to pay delinquent prop-
erty taxes, foreclosure prevention training, 
homebuyer education and counseling, free 
income tax preparation and filing. 

West Park YMCA  
Contact: Linda Cattani, Active Older 
Adult Coordinator 
216-941-5410 
Address: 15501 Lorain Ave.,   
Cleveland, OH 44111 
Description: Strength-training for senior 
citizens, Silver Sneakers and its expansion 
Silver Fit, exercise classes like Tai Chi 
and yoga, speakers, small group personal 
training, and more like Livestrong’s post-
cancer-diagnosis exercise program  

Gunning Recreation Center 
Contact: Ed Santiago, Manager 
216-420-7900 
Address: 16700 Puritas Ave.  
Cleveland, OH 44111 
Description: The center’s general services 
include indoor walking track, volleyball, 
basketball, weights, tennis, Latin aerobics, 
Zumba, kickboxing, ball fields, playgrounds, 
water aerobics, lap swimming, and open 
swim sessions. 

Rose Centers for Aging Well (at site of 
former Golden Age Center) 
Contact: Candice Cookson, LSW 
216-267-9945 
Address: 16700 Puritas Ave.  
Cleveland, OH 44111 
Description: The Rose Center is just for 
senior citizens and includes a Silver Sneak-
ers program, meals, bingo and other games, 
crafts, field trips, special guest speakers 
and special senior-only access to the entire 
Gunning Recreation Center. 

Senior Transportation Connection 

Contact: 1-800-983-4STC 
1800-983-4782  ● www.ridestc.org 
Address: 4735 W 150th St # 2 
Description: Affordable transportation 
“ for older adults who no longer drive  
to get to doctor’s appointments or other 
medical care, shop for groceries, go to the 
bank or attend senior center programs.” 

BPDC Senior Services 

Contact: Judy Schafrick 
216-671-2710 ext. 203 
Address: 14703 Puritas Ave.  
Cleveland, OH 44135 
Description: Low-income seniors and 
disabled homeowners can apply to receive 
minor maintenance assistance for their 
homes (as staff can provide) such as crisis 
grass-cutting, shoveling snow for trans-
portation to a medical appointment, safety 
railing installation, or other minor projects 
that helps keep individuals safely in their 
homes without incurring a citation from the 
city’s housing and health departments.  

Cleveland American Veterans  
Association (CAVA) 
Contact: 216-661-7753 
www.cava4vets.org 
info@cava4vets.org 
Address: 1440 Rockside Rd. Suite 118 
Parma, OH 44134 
Description: CAVA helps wartime 
veterans through 1975 service attain Aid 
& Attendance Improved Pension Benefit 
though the Department of Veterans Affairs 
for no cost. 

Hebrew Free Loan Association (HFLA) 
Contact: 216-378-9042 
team@hflaclev.org 
www.hflaclev.org  
Address: 23300 Chagrin Blvd. # 204 
Beachwood, OH 44122 
Description: Seniors on fixed incomes can 
get an interest-free loan to escape high-
interest loans. Up to $4000 available.

Bellaire-Puritas Development Corpora-
tion (BPDC) Housing Department 

Contact: Toni Jones, BPDC Housing 
Director 
216-671-2710 ext. 205 
www.bpdc.org/housing  
Address: 14703 Puritas Ave.  
Cleveland, OH 44135 
Description: Assistance with Homestead 
Exemption Application for Seniors, advice 
on how to work with contractors, utility 
assistance for limited incomes, advice 
on home repair programs, homebuying, 
preventing foreclosure, reporting vacant 
houses, and more. 

Have a conflict on the 
block?  

Maybe we can help, 
Call BPDC at  

671-2710 ext. 219.

The Zappone Tavern as it looked in May 1947. Courtesy of the Dominic Vadini Family. 
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Marshall cont. from pg 1

Tatiana Burton, a junior at Marshall who 
has a goal to be an orthodontist and plans 
to attend Case Western Reserve Universi-
ty, said after all the anticipation of watch-
ing the building get built, she likes “the 
vibe” of the new school. “The teachers are 
amazing,” she said.

Parent leader Heather Forsythe, who said 
she takes after her mom who was very 
involved in her education growing up, has 
her daughter, a freshman, and her son, a 
senior, at JMH. 

“So far so good, other than schedule is-
sues, which is to be expected,” she said.

Her daughter Jessica is a freshman at the 
John Marshall School of Civic and Busi-
ness Leadership and said she is excited to 
be on the volleyball team.

“John Marshall allows you to expand your 
choices and everyone should keep it look-
ing nice so that everyone else coming in 
can enjoy it like we do,” she said.

Jessica’s brother Brandon, a senior and 
member of the ROTC program and base-
ball team, and who will be part of the first 
class to graduate from the new Marshall, 
said, ”If you want to be a part of Lawyer 
pride and you want to change the culture 
of John Marshall then this is the school 
for you.”

Community and business partners who 
participated in advisory meetings to help 
shape the new academic programs will 
be encouraged to stay 
involved in the life 
of the school in the 
future in an advi-
sory capacity. Some of 
these partners include: 
PNC Bank, Cleveland 
Leads, Fairview Hos-
pital Wellness Center, 
the Cleveland Clinic 
Department of Civic 
Engagement, PPG, 
the Ford Foundation, 
Nordson Corporation 
Foundation, Gund 
Foundation, Cleveland 
Foundation, Cleve-
land State University 
School of Engineer-
ing, St. Edward High 
School Engineering 
Dept., NEO Tech 
Corps, and Bellaire-
Puritas Development 
Corp.  

Each school is 
planning to have an 
advisory committee to 
keep it accountable to 
the guiding principles 
of the school and to 
further connect the 
school to the sur-
rounding neighbor-
hood and larger 
region. 

PPG, a large and local employer of about 
700 employees on W. 143rd St., has 
reached out to the school in many ways 
already as a business partner. PPG has 
also offered grant support for the school 
and the plant manager, Keith Schneider  
has served on a design team for the 
School of Engineering. This summer he 
invited School of Engineering Principal 
Tim Primus and his team of teachers to 
the plant for a planning meeting and to  
introduce them to the facility. Chemists 
and engineers from PPG’s Young Profes-
sional Organization will be guest teachers 
at the school this year.

Dan McMillan, who is an alumni of JMH 
and taught there for five years before 
taking a position as an instructor and 
adjunct faculty at Tri-C Youth Technology 
Academy, said that there will be an intro 
to robotics class at the JMH School of  
IT and the JMH School of Engineering  
offering both high school and college 
credit. There will also be an extra-curric-
ular offering in robotics after school that 
will allow students to get college credit.

A business and community coordinator 
will be hired to help students establish a 
coffee/refreshment shop that will give the 
students hands-on experience with run-
ning a business. Rising Star Coffee Roast-
ers, which has two locations in Cleveland, 
will help students learn from their real 
world experience. Students will also learn 
how to run a credit union with guid-
ance from PNC Bank. Both enterprises 
will have start up financial support from 
the Cleveland Foundation and the Gund 
Foundation. The business and community 
coordinator will also help to secure intern-
ships and site tours for students. 

According to Sara Kidner, principal of the 
JMH School of Civic and Business Lead-
ership, a major focus for her school will 
be service and experiential learning and  
a common phrase you will hear at her 
school is…”make it happen.” History 
and economics teacher Stephanie Chi-
arello said the school will stress that their 
students think about social justice issues, 

how a business can bring value to the sur-
rounding community, and how to do busi-
ness in a responsible and environmentally 
sustainable way.  

The $45 million building itself is designed 
as a “green” building which means it was 
built with increased attention to energy 
efficiency. According to Jeff Henderson, 
lead architect for the project, low flow toi-
lets, sinks and urinals have been installed 
to increase water efficiency in the building 
by 33 percent and reduce the burden on 
water supply and wastewater systems.  
A bio-retention area lessens storm water 

runoff that stresses our sewers and can 
pollute our lake. Other “green” features 
include energy-efficient heating, ventilat-
ing and air conditioning (HVAC) systems, 
as well as low-emitting paints and materi-
als to help indoor air quality. 

JMH Alumni trustee president Ken 
Tischler, who heads the alumni associa-
tions with one of the largest memberships 
of any alumni association in the city, likes 

the effort that was made to 
preserve much of the best 
features of the former 1932 
building, including the medal-
lions and eagles. 

“Everything looks good,” 
he said. “The way they (the 
eagles) are set out is very 
impressive–it makes them so 
visible,” he said, adding that 
before they may have been 
overlooked being so high up 
and now they are lit at night. 
“I think that is excellent.”

Tischler said many people 
may not realize that the seat-
ing in the alumni plaza was 
repurposed granite steps from 
the exterior of the former 
building. Other pieces that 
were saved include the stone 
cornices that now provide 
benches inside the school. 
(Community members and 
alumni are still able to pur-
chase a paver for the alumni 
plaza.) 

He said as important as it is to 
preserve the history of John 
Marshall’s legacy, it’s also 
important to have a state-of-
the art building for the best 
learning environment for the 
younger generations. 

“We should be a modern, 
updated building with as much high-tech 
equipment as possible to give these kids a 
chance to earn a living in this world,” he 
said.

Sandy Hendrix, who has lived across 
the street from John Marshall for 58 
years, has had a real family connection 
to the school. Sandy and her husband are 
alumni, as are her two sons, her mother 
worked in the cafeteria, and Sandy also 
worked there as a secretary. 

“I hope it draws neighborhood students 
back into JMH and I hope it gives the  
caliber of education that it gave me and 

my children,” she said.

 The school was designed with the intent 
of having it used by the community as 
much as possible.  Schools as Neighbor-
hood Resources (SNR), a program by 
Neighborhood Leadership Institute, will 
help make that happen this year by operat-
ing as a community center November 
through April evenings.

Shelby Perez, a parent of Orlando Perez, 
a 9th grader at the JMH School of IT who 
attended R.G. Jones School last year, said 
she let her son choose what high school he 
wanted to attend but said the convenience 
of location was a huge factor. 

“He wants to go to school and that’s a plus 
for us,” she said, adding that in past years 
getting him motivated for school was a 
challenge and he missed a lot of school. 
Thanks to a summer program at R.G. 
Jones he was able to move on to  
9th grade.

Perez said she and her husband have set 
some rules at home like no internet or 
video games after 9:00pm. This year her 
son gets up on time and his has things 
prepared. She said the school atmosphere 
seems to be working for her son, such as 
group-based work with peers.

“They are treating them like little adults 
and he kind of likes that,” she said. “His 
big concern is getting a part-time job.”

Salvaged stone with the school name from above the old front doors is now mounted in a lighted 
landscaped bed with begonias and fountain grass donated by Puritas Nursery in front of the school  
on the corner of Viola Ave.

The John Marshall choir led the dedication attendees in the alma mater after the ribbon 
was cut.

The Marshall band reacts enthusiastically to being recognized by CEO Gordon for their 
participation in the ribbon-cutting. 

The Star-Spangled Banner was beautifully 
sung by Marshall senior, Da’Jazhanae Smith as 
Emceee State Representative Martin J. Sweeney 
pays respect to the presentation of the flag 
by Marshall’s Air Force Junior Reserve Officers 
Training Corps (AFJROTC) at the ribbon-cutting.
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Housing Director: Toni Jones
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Used Book Sale 
October 8-10 from 10:00am-5:00pm  
at Rockport branch library; 4421 W. 140th St.; 216-623-7053

Ribbon-cutting at Neighborhood Family Practice – W. 117th 
Tuesday, October 13 from 5:00-7:00pm 
 Join patients, staff, and board of this non-profit clinic that has opened a new site on 
the corner of Lorain Ave. and W.117th St. to offer affordable primary care.  Refresh-
ments, entertainment, and fun. Info: 216.281.8945 ext. 291.

Annual Neighborhood Summit  
Wed., Oct. 28 6:00-8:30pm 
Annual celebratory event with community group tables galore; neighborhood plans 
and progress on display; opportunities to get involved in your neighborhood; Light 
food and refreshments; and various raffles. Call Rachel at BPDC for more info: 216-
671-2710 or www.bpdc.org/annual-neighborhood-summit/

Halloween Scavenger Hunt 
Thurs., Oct 29 at 4:30pm 
Mummies, vampires, and ghosts oh my! You’re in for a spooky treat when you find 
the spooky clues hidden throughout the library. Rockport branch library; 4421 W. 
140th St.; 216-623-7053

Ward 16 Trick or Treat Extravanganza  
October 30th @ 6:00-9:00pm. Come to Jefferson Park, 13200 Lorain Ave. and collect 
candy from individuals or companies who ‘adopt a spot’ in the park. Once the kids are 
done going through a ‘haunted park’ they will take a wagon ride around the neighbor-
hood followed by arts and crafts for the kids. Call Councilman Kazy at 216-664-2942 
for more info.

Big City Boo 
October 30th, 5:30pm–7:30pm 
Annual Halloween Party at Gunning Recreation Center for children 12 and under with 
refreshments, prizes, contests, and games. 216-420-7900, 16700 Parkmount Ave.

Election Day 
Tues. Nov. 3 at 6:30am– 7:30pm 
Call 216-443-VOTE (8683) for more info.

First District Police Community Relations Awards 
Honoring contributions of police and civilians with awards and a light meal;  
call Tammy at 216-664-6634.

Friday, Feb. 12, 2016 at 5:00pm 
Deadline for Neighborhood Connections grants for neighborhood-impact projects 
organized by grassroots groups.  www.neighborhoodgrants.org

Run Puritas 5K and 1 Mile Fun Run/Walk 
April 30, 2016 
BPDC’s annual fundraiser for youth and adults, individuals and groups, to take 
a healthy tour of the neighborhood on foot.  Awards for top age group competi-
tors and overall winners.  Custom-designed t-shirt for every participant of the 
1 mile or 5k event.  Register at www.peaceracing.com. Starts and finishes at 
14040 Puritas Avenue, in rear parking lot of Blessed Trinity Church.

Bellaire Puritas is located at:
14703 Puritas Avenue   n   Cleveland, OH 44135
Phone: 216-671-2710   n   Fax: 216-671-9868

www.bpdc.org

1st Tuesday: Neighborhood Education Committee @ 6:30pm  
Neighborhood Education Team meets at BPDC. All are welcome. 

2nd Tuesdays: West Park Airport Committee normally meets at BPDC’s  
Mary Kaser Community Room at 7:00pm. Check www.bpdc.org for details

4th Tuesdays: West Park Youth Mobilization Team @ 5:30pm at BPDC

Every Wednesday, West Park Teen Job Club, 4:30-6:00pm.  Open to all 8th-12th 
graders to drop in no matter the school, usually at John Marshall High School. Call 
Vanessa Lange, youth development director at BPDC for details and location.

1st Wednesday: John Marshall Alumni Association Trustees Meeting  
@ 7:00pm. Bethany English Lutheran Church, Triskett & Lorain. Meet in the  
lower level. Meetings are open to all Alumni including current & retired faculty  
and staff.

Last Thursday: First District  Police Community Relations Committee, open to  
the public, at St. Ignatius of Antioch school cafeteria, 10205 Lorain Ave. Questions?  
Contact Tammy, Community Relations Representative, at 216-664-6634 or email  
thanna@city.cleveland.oh.us.

2nd Sunday of the month (except holidays): Community Meal, 12:30–1:30pm, 
handicapped accessible, all are welcome, 14040 Puritas Ave. in Fogarty Hall beneath  
Blessed Trinity Church

Last Saturday: free community meal for all at Christ United Methodist Church,  
5:00pm, 3625 W. 138th St., www.christumc.com

Friends of Jefferson Park Committee, All are welcome. Contact Rachael at  
friendsofjeffersonpark@gmail.com or 330-635-8047 for more information.

Early Primary & Special Election Voting has started.  
Voter registration is ongoing.   Vote in-person at the Cuyahoga 

County Board of Elections at 2925 Euclid Ave.   
Call 216-443-VOTE (8683) for more info.


