
In its first year of operation, all of John Marshall’s 9th and 
10th grade students learned more in math and reading than 
the national norm for their grade level in these subject 
levels, no matter which school the students and parents 
choose to enroll: the John Marshall School of Information 
Technology (JMIT), the John Marshall School of Civic 
and Business Leadership (JMCBL), or the John Marshall 
School of Engineering (JMSOE).

The national norms published by Northwest Education 
Association (NWEA) expect 9th and 10th graders to grow 
.8-1.7 Rasch units in reading (known as RIT scores and 
named after Georg Rasch, mathematician in the education 
assessment field). Although 1.7 is a small number, once 
students anywhere in the United States are in high school 
learning gains slow, with the most growth occurring in 

any subject in the first few years of primary grades (1-3). 
Nationally, 9th and 10th graders learn enough math to take 
their RIT score from 2.3-3.1 points higher.  

The JMH campus 9th and 10th graders learned enough to 
take RIT scores in math anywhere from 8-23 levels higher 
and 2-14 in reading.  The most math growth on campus 
occurred in 10th graders at the (JMIT) as they increased 20 
points in their skill level. The largest reading score jump 
was 14 point increase in skill at the JMCBL.  

The context of the scores is that all three thematic schools 
have no minimum grade point average for admission and 
none of the schools require an admission test. Students 
with varying academic performance levels, some greatly 
behind grade level when they entered the school, contrib-

Traditions are always better with ice cream! Bellaire-Pu-
ritas Development Corporation (BPDC) is improving the 
traditional first Tuesday in August ,Ward 16 Ice Crime So-
cial for the National Night Out Against Crime by adding a 
Bike Safety Rodeo. Councilman Brian Kazy is sponsoring 
the movie at dusk, The Peanuts Movie, and the event will 
be held in a new location on Tuesday, August 2nd.

The rodeo is for kids, with the help of Ohio City Bike 

Co-op, from 6-8pm. Bring your bike, take home skills, a 
helmet, and a reflector that lights up! Pre-registration for 
the rodeo is required and is easily done by calling Melissa 
Miller at 216-671-2710 ext. 214.

The event, in Ward 16, is the official event of the First 
District Police Community Relations Board, and will be 
located in McGowan Park, which features a playground, 
basketball courts, and the Ralph Schumitsh ball fields.  
There will be safety forces to meet and greet, safety 
resources to take home, hot dogs, ice cream at 7pm, and 
popcorn for the movie at dusk.  This park is located on 
McGowan Ave. at W. 123rd Street, with access from 
Erwin and Kirton Avenues, as well.

Changes are coming to West 130th Street.  This past 
spring Councilman Kazy introduced two pieces of leg-
islation that 
will impact 
the design 
and appear-
ance of the 
southern 
portion of 
West 130th 
Street located 
between 
the railroad 
bridges in 
the future.  
In addition, 
the County 
began the 
West 130th 
Street road           
construction project in mid-June.

Last fall, Councilman Kazy, along with BPDC and the 

City of Cleveland Planning Department staff, reviewed 
the existing zoning of the southern portion West 130th 

Street and sur-
veyed the com-
mercial buildings 
and business uses 
in this com-
mercial corridor.  
This led to two 
major findings: 
the overabundance 
of used-car lots 
in this area and a 
unique cluster of 
commercial build-
ings in the center 
of the corridor that 
still maintain a 
unique and histori-                      

        cal character.  

In order to address the problems and possibilities created 
by these findings two different pieces of legislation were 
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West Park MyCom is sponsoring two new youth programs 
this summer on the eastern end of the neighborhood.

Progressive Arts Alliance offered a one week Hip Hop 
Camp at the Bellaire Gardens CMHA estate, located at 
12502 Wanda Ave.  

West Park MyCom has been partnering with after-school 
and summer programs at CMHA’s Riverside Park Estates 
for many years, but few youth programs have been avail-
able to youth who living in the 60 family units at Bellaire 
Gardens.  

The Hip Hop Camp, for youth ages 11-17 who live at 
Bellaire Gardens and the surrounding community, intro-
duced the foundational skills of breakdancing, emceeing, 
deejaying and graffiti art. The camp was Monday July 
11th- Friday July 15th. Four youth who participated in the 
camp were selected to participate in Progressive Arts Alli-
ance’s 2-week RHAPSODY Hip Hop Summer Arts Camp 
at Playhouse Square in August.

Classrooms to Corporations offered a Networking Fun-

damentals course for teens at the West Park Community 
Coalition Computer Lab, located at 11897 Bellaire Rd.  
Taught by a Microsoft employee, this course covers 
network infrastructure, hardware, protocol, and service.  
After completion of the course, students will be prepared 
to take the Microsoft Technology Associate Exam, which 
can open doors to a number of entry level IT jobs.  Three 
graduates of a preivous offering of this course are currently 
working full-time in the IT department at the Cleveland 
Clinic.  

The IT class has been offered on Saturdays June 25 – Au-
gust 13 10:00am-1:00pm. Students must be entering their 
junior or senior year of high school in the fall, or be 2016 
high school graduate. The program is free and limited to 
eight students. 

For more information on either of these programs, or to 
inquire about mentoring a small, select group of 8th grad-
ers at area schools in the growing True2U program once a 
month, contact Vanessa Lange at Bellaire Puritas Develop-
ment Corporation at (216) 671-2710 or v.lange@bpdc.org.

Summer youth programs underway and expand on Bellaire Road

One year in at the new John Marshall campus; triple the change

by Melissa Miller

by Vanessa Lange

by Rachel Napolitano

This unique cluster!

by Rachel Napolitano



Summertime 
is a sunny 
backdrop for 
a new year of 
BPDC’s com-
munity develop-
ment work.  We 
want people to 
be able to live 
here comfort-
ably and enjoy 

what they have. From July 2016 to June 
2017, our official program year, we expect 
to serve thousands of households in West 
Park and from surrounding communities 
to apply for state home energy assistance. 
We will continue to assist eligible seniors 
with hundreds of yard, property and minor 
home maintenance tasks. We are on the 
lookout everywhere for high grass and 
other code violations due to neglect or the 
unfortunate realities that result in vacant 

houses and vacant lots.  When we find 
problems, we contact property owners to 
encourage them to correct the situation 
before the city takes corrective action. We 
will renovate foreclosed houses into qual-
ity homes as they come available and as 
we can afford to acquire them. We expect 
this year to renovate an older storefront at 
the corner of Lyric and 
West 140th into a youth 
and community center.

We are grateful for the 
support and trusted 
partnership with Ward 16 
Councilman Brian Kazy, 
who is the chief sponsor 
of all our community and 
economic development 
work. We are grateful 
to PPG and a number 
of area businesses and 

industries that support this work through 
their donations.

 In recent years BPDC explored and 
learned how our neighborhoods are part 
of larger West Park’s history and cur-
rent market.  In 2017 we look forward 
to taking a look inward at two particular 
neighborhoods: 1) North of Lorain and 

West of Berea 
Rd, and 2) West 
130th between the 
railroad overpass 
and I-480.  

These neigh-
borhoods both 
anticipate new 
commercial district 
regulations and the 
completion of road 
construction proj-
ects. It seems the 

perfect time to evaluate the strong charac-
teristics of each place and look for areas 
of improvement. Where is there pride in 
residential life? Are there new opportuni-
ties for housing? How well do we appreci-
ate or need amenities like parks, schools, 
and places of worship- are they being used 
by the neighborhood? Do we primarily 
host visitors to these places? What more 
could be offered? What development can 
spin off to benefit the neighborhood?  

BPDC especially values the community 
voice to help shape the future physical de-
velopment plans for these neighborhoods.  
So this summer, pay attention to what 
you enjoy most about your neighborhood.  
We look forward to hearing your experi-
ence and opinion and asking for your help 
to shape the improvement of this great 
neighborhood.
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Greetings!  
I hope you 
are staying 
relatively cool 
this summer.  
Open com-
munication 
and transpar-
ency are the 
key to success 

and we here in Ward 16 have set up a 21st 
century way of communicating.  www.
clevelandward16.com is the new interac-
tive way of staying in touch with what is 
happening here within the ward.  On the 
website, not only can you view the calen-
dar of events for everything that is happen-

ing in Ward 16, but you can also report any 
neighborhood issues, crimes, complaints or 
shoot a compliment.  Log onto the website, 
visit the ‘what’s happening’, resources or 
‘hot spot’ tab to further educate yourself 
about Ward 16.

In addition to the development of the new 

website, we have also planned a summer 
full of neighborhood events to be held 
in our parks.  Whether it is catching a 
movie in the park, enjoying a live play with 
Clevleand Public Theatre’s Student Theatre 
Enrichment Program (STEP), enjoying the 
Ice Crime Social or catching a baseball 
game, the parks are being utilized again in 
a positive manner.  These events are put 
together with the idea of bringing residents 
together and allowing the opportunities 
for neighbors to get to know one another.  
Each park this year will have at least one 
‘family friendly event’ and I encourage 
you to take advantage of everything that is 
being offered.

On a final note, I am proud to have been 
a co-sponsor to the legislation that puts 
a moratorium on the $100 waste collec-
tion tickets that the City of Cleveland was 
issuing.  I will be working with the Waste 
Department to regroup and reevaluate the 
restrictions of what can and cannot be set 
out as well as the bulk item issues.  As 
usual, always feel free to contact me or 
my executive assistant, Nick, at the office: 
1-216-664-2942 or call me at home, 1-216-
251-2331.  I hope you all have a safe, cool, 
engaged and wonderful summer.  See you 
in the neighborhood!   

A word from Ward 16 Councilman Brian Kazy

New website for Ward 16 and new rules for waste collection

Are there new opportunities 
for housing? 

How well do we                                 
appreciate or need                  

amenities like parks, 
schools, and places of                   

worship...?

Catherine Reichel honored as Senior of the Year

Councilman Kazy and Catherine Reichl

by Melissa Miller

Older Americans Month is celebrated 
across the nation each May in honor of all 
the contributions older Americans make to 
their communities, and this past May 27th 
Cleveland celebrated their Seniors at the 
27th Annual Senior Day.

This year’s Ward 16 Senior of the Year, 
nominated by Councilman Brian Kazy, 
is lifelong West Park resident Catherine 
Reichel. Mrs. Reichel resides on West 

130th Street with her husband of 42 years, 
Arthur. Their home has been in the Reichel 
family for over six generations!  

Mrs. Reichel is devoted to her large family 
who all reside in Cleveland, including her 
three children and six grandchildren who 
are between four and 23 years old.  Prior 
to retiring from Seven Seas Seafood as a 
clerk, she was a nurse’s aide at Fairview 
Hospital. Mrs. Reichel tries to help people 

wherever she can and has been involved in 
several political campaigns for candidates 
that she truly believes in, including Presi-
dent Obama’s presidential bids.  

Mrs. Reichel loves Cleveland and her 
neighborhood and when asked what she 
loves most about Cleveland she said, ‘I feel 
comfortable here because it is my home.”  

Congratulations, Mrs. Reichel, on being 
Ward 16’s Senior of the Year.

F r i d a y  N i g h t  L i g h t s    
M o v i e  S e r i e s

Sponsored by Councilman Brian Kazy in partnership with Bellaire-
Puritas Development Corporation 

Bring your lawnchair or blankets! 

August 12 at Gilmore Park                                                                             
between Gilmore Ave. and “Old” Puritas Ave.

Showing at dusk: Alvin and the Chipmunks: The Road Chip
...plus an original performance by Cleveland Public Theatre’s 
Student Theatre Enrichment Program (STEP) before the movie, along 
with resrouces and activiites from the First District Police Community 
Relations Board, Metroparks Nature Tracks van, and more, including 
face painting. Starts at 6pm

September 9 at Terminal Park, bordered by W. 145th St.                     
at Highlandview and St. James Ave. 

Showing at dusk: Kung Fu Panda 3
...get safety resources from the First District Police Community Rela-
tions Board, Magic Man’s balloon animals, and face painting with The 
Centers for Families and Children starts at 6pm

Want to start a business?  
Want to move one in or 

renovate?  

BPDC can help.  

Call Melissa Miller at      
216-671-2710 ext. 214

Submit                                      
a ‘hotspot’ complaint 

or find an event at              
www.clevelandward16.com

Choosing a school?

Find quality K-12th grade 
charter and public schools 
at www.ClevelandTA.org 

or submit your own rating!
Get info by phone at 211

Considering preschool?

Find out more at 
www.pre4cle.org
or 216-524-3000
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High grass strategy yields harvest of help and increased care
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The Friends of Jefferson Park (FOJP) are 
celebrating their 3rd summer of program-
ming in Jefferson Park.  

The Friends of Jefferson Park are organiz-
ing the Second Annual Rock Around the 
Park Classic Car Show on Saturday, 
August 6th from noon-12pm. It will 
coincide once again with the Jumpin’ at 
Jefferson basketball skills clinic and 
tournament, which features a basic skills 
clinic at 10am for 9-12 year olds and a 
3-on-3 tournament from 1pm-4pm for 
13-17 year olds.

Get ready to rev your engines and make it 
out for a day full of fun featuring MORE 
cars, MORE food, and MORE fun for 
the whole family at the Rock Around the 
Park. Haywire and Swamps of Jersey will 
perform classic hits while attendees enjoy 
the classic cars, eat and let the kids enjoy 
activities just for them! Vendors include 
Fearless & Fabulous Mommy Day 2K16 
(register for Mommy Day goodie bags at 
bit.ly/ffmd2k16) and food trucks. Bar-
rio Tacos, JT’s Barbecue, and Curby’s 
Custard are scheduled to park their food 
trucks at the park. 

Have a car you would like to register? 
Visit: https://fojp.typeform.com/to/
LMO8Ga.

All the participants in the Jumpin’ at Jef-
ferson skills clinic will end with a snack 
and they will learn the basics of basketball 
from the Police Athletic League (PAL). 
The teen tournament ends with the win-
ning teen team playing the PAL team! 
(Register a child for the skills clinic visit:  

https://fojp.typeform.com/to/HM16Yu. 
Register a teen for the tournament visit: 
https://fojp.typeform.com/to/VcIGA6.)  
Paper forms are available at the BPDC 
offices, as well, at 14703 Puritas Ave.

This citizens group has gathered resident 
volunteers, business sponsors, and small 
grant money from Neighborhood Con-
nections, a small grants program of the 
Cleveland Foundation to showcase the 
amenities of the park. The park is located 
south of Lorain Avenue between W. 
132nd and W. 133rd Avenues and bor-
dered by Cooley Avenue to the south.

Earlier this summer, the FOJP invited 
Zen Yoga Studio to offer free classes 
on Sunday, did a clean-up, promoted 
lietracy through the arts, and organized 
Front Porch Night on Monday, June 20th.  
Front Porch Night was a come-as-you-
are event, encouraging residents to take a 
walk around and meet neighbors on their 
porches.  Some created a backyard patio 
spirit on the front porch, others played 
with their children in their front lawn, or 
simply “unplugged” and socialized the 
old-fashioned way.  They also spruced up 
the park on Saturday, June 4th with a litter 
pick-up and weeding/sweeping of walk-
ways. Melodies, Memories and Stories at 
the Park was started for young children to 
enjoy mother nature, the sounds of Joyful 
Noise Music School students and teachers 
performing a short concert, and a story 
read by our local Jefferson Park neighbors 
on Saturdays. 

All of the FOJP events attempt to bring 
people together, no matter the season. 
They plan on having the Third Annual 
Winterfest December 3rd. To get in touch 
with the Friends of Jefferson Park to reg-
ister for an event, volunteer, or plan future 
activities, you can visit their Facebook 
page at: /friendsofjeffersonpark/, their 
Twitter handle @FOJeffersonPark, or 
email friendsofjeffersonpark@gmail.com.

The bane of many property owners’ exis-
tence is often cutting the grass that never 
seems to stop growing.  Although the lack 
of rain this summer made grass-cutting 
a less frequent chore, Bellaire-Puritas 
Development Corporation (BPDC) still 
received reports from concerned citizens 
about lawns that are being neglected. It 
helps BPDC identify vacant and aban-
doned properties and improve the status of 
curb appeal throughout the neighborhoods 
of West Park. BPDC also methodically 
surveys the neighborhood on our own and 
creates a follow-up list and outreach plan.

Every complaint is researched for own-
ership and documented in a database, 
tracked, and then followed-up on after a 
period of time. If the high grass is at an 
occupied property or vacant property with 
a responsible owner, BPDC researches 
and sends out letters requesting compli-
ance to avoid housing and health code 
citations and offering technical assistance. 
This spring BPDC sent out about 100 
high-grass notification letters.

When a house is abandoned or identified 

or if the owner remains out of compliance 
with grass height limitations, after we 
research the ownership, BPDC sends the 
information on the property to the City of 
Cleveland Parks Department. If the prop-
erty is occupied, that address is referred 
to the Department of Public Health for 
a citation. BPDC referred 31 properties 
for citation by the Health Deparment this 
year. Over 50 vacant properties were sent 
to the Parks Department for a scheduled 
cut. The remainder of the properties were 
taken care privately, without citation.

If the city is responsible for the property, 
depending on the timing of referral, it 
can take weeks for a Parks Department 
crew to cut the grass since crews run a 
geographic, seven week, rotation of the 
city to cut grass. It could be quicker if  the 
referral happens closer to when the crew 
is scheduled to be in the neighborhood.

If owners identify they are low-income 
senior citizens or disabled, BPDC refers 
them to see if they qualify for BPDC’s 
program to cut their grass and do other 
basic maintenance, to allow homeowners 

to remain in their home.

If you think you qualify for our assistance 
in cutting your lawn, or with some other 
small maintenance task like changing a 
light bulb, raking leaves, or securing a 
railing, contact Judy Schafrick at 671-
2710 ext-203 for an application to be sent 
to you or to ask a question about the work 
you need done.

By methodically surveying our neighbor-
hood and tracking conditions like high 
grass, BPDC’s housing director, Toni 
Jones, can flag problems early and owners 
can resolve it before it is cited by the City 
of Cleveland. When absentee owners are 
found to be irresponsible, our intervention 
communicates the standards for quality 
investment in these neighborhoods and 
prevents future neglect.  This process 
also helps us find owners who need more 

assistance in maintaining their home that 
might be interested in BPDC’s technical 
assistance in home repair loan programs 
and related topics.  

Whatever the short-term outcome, dili-
gence in tracking housing complaints like 
high grass is work BPDC is proud to do 
to maintain our stable housing stock as a 
community endeavor.

24 Hour Appointment  
Line

518-4014

for help with utilities
HEAP n PIPP

by Rachel Napolitano

by Rachel Napolitano and Rachael Sommer

Rolling and Responsive Mini Grants
If you have an idea that will better your 
community then we are here to help! 
The Organizers and Allies Rolling and 
Responsive Mini Grant program was cre-
ated in order to assist with quick finan-
cial needs of grassroots neighborhood 
groups. Mini grants up to a maximum of 
$250 are awarded to any group who has 
partnered with a fiscal agent. The mini 
grants must be used for projects that 
benefit the community.

Grants are awarded for projects that 
allow people to work together and have 
an immediate, positive impact on the 
community. To encourage widespread 
cooperation, your project should be led 

and planned by more than one resident. 
It should be a team effort that involves 
people from diverse backgrounds. Proj-
ects should also work to build relation-
ships and strengthen relationships within 
the neighborhood.

The next deadline is Thursday, Aug 4th, 
and then Oct. 6th will be the next. Please 
contact Bellaire-Puritas Development 
Corporation at 216.671.2710 (ask for Ian 
at ext. 219) for an application and for 
more details, or email: i.heisey@bpdc.org

 The mini-grant is made possible 
through the support of Cleveland Neigh-
borhood Progress, CNP.   

Have conflict on the block? 
 

Maybe we can help?

Call BPDC at  
671-2710 ext. 219.

R u n  P u r i t a s  5 k  ( p i c t u r e s  p 4 )

Doing a home repair?
Call BPDC to get advice, referrals 
to favorable loan programs, etc. 

216-671-2710 ext. 219



uted to the substantial progress as reported 
in these average RIT gains. These large 
average gains are illustrates rigorous aca-
demic work by all the students, no matter a 
student’s grade-level proficiency at the start 
of the year.

Principal Timothy Primus’s School of En-
gineering did its most growth in 10th grade 
reading skills, jumping an average of 11.4 
points on the RIT scale. Outside of stan-
dardized tests, Primus also reported that 
54 of the 189 JMSOE students received 
college credit this academic year. Despite 
underrepresentation in the engineering 
industry at large, he reported at Project 
Inspire (an end of year community event)
that 67% of his students are female.

Among JMSOE partnerships Primus 
described at Project Inspire were Turner 
Construction, Cleveland State University’s 
Fenn College of Engineering, Alcoa, St. 
Edward’s, and Cuyahoga Community Col-
lege (Tri-C) (including having a student 
on Tri-C’s world championship robotics 
team [see page 6]). Primus highlighted 
PPG Industries, Inc. for its generous grant 
award of $20,000 for supplies for a mobile 
makerspace.  The mobile makerspace is 
destined for special education classes to en-
hance learning with 3-D imaging and tools 
to build models and prototypes.  

Both the JMSOE and JMIT created 3 
career pathways each for their respective 
student bodies to explore and gain certifi-
cation in.  JMSOE is showcasing pathways 
in aerospace engineering, environmental 
engineering, and civil engineering and 
architecture to 9th and 10th graders, while 
students pick one of these fields to focus on 

their 11th & 12th grade years. 

JMIT will share a similar pattern of explor-
ing 3 pathways and focusing students on 
one pathway of their choosing in the upper-
class grades. Healthcare IT is a new field 
that John Carroll University will partner 
with JMIT to expose students to mentors 
and career skills. Software development 
is another pathway that will be presented 
to JMIT Lawyers with partnership from 
Cleveland State University. Although all 
the pathways will lead to mentorship and 
industry-recognized credentials, the Cyber 
Security pathway at JMIT will be creating 
a new academic support system at Tri-C 
Westshore Health Careers and Sciences 
campus in Westlake.

Of all the changes at JMIT next year, 
Chelsey Cook, principal at JMIT, is most 
excited that it is an official Facing History 
school.  Facing History Ourselves is “an 
international nonprofit educational and 
professional development organization,” 
according to its website. JMIT joined 
its network of local schools alongside 
Magnificat, Laurel School, Facing History 
New Tech, Hawken Middle School, and 
Hathaway Brown Middle School. Cook 
expects it to transform the student culture 
with a focus on things like empathy and 
global citizenship. Cook envisions more 
meaningful community engagement as a 
result. For example, the West Park commu-
nity may come to campus for a showing of 
a documentary about a girls’ school in Af-
ghanistan, with conversation afterwards on 
a broad topic like the value of education. 

JMIT was awarded Advanced Placement 
(AP) classes and AP professional develop-

ment for area teachers from the National 
Science & Math Initiative. New classes 
this school year are AP Computer Science 
Principles & AP Language, which is what 
AP calls its English course. (AP classes are 
rigorous and taught in-school, culminat-
ing in a test that can reward students with 
full or partial credit at most colleges.)  The 
whole Marshall Campus will be allowed to 
enroll in all the AP offerings, and eventu-
ally JMIT will have an AP class in every 
subject area. In future years, the offerings 
will expand to include: AP Calculus, AP 
Environmental Studies, AP US History and 
maybe AP Biology, AP Literature, and AP 
Computer Science A (“A” is for Applica-
tion). 

JMCBL, “through exposure to educational 
and real world opportunities,…strives to 
assist scholars in finding their own mission, 
passion, and purpose to create the next 
generation of Cleveland leaders.”  Scholars 
completed over twice their goal of com-
munity service hours, logging 738 hours 
as a school! Further towards its mission, it 
opened Lawyer’s Café, a student-run cof-
fee shop with the partnership of Rising Star 
Roasters.

This summer, JMCBL launched a pilot 
landscaping business and raised match-
ing funds from the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation. Principal Sara Kidner plans 
on students opening a credit union this 
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Many young people get their first job 
experience cutting lawns for neighbors, 
but through a partnership with Cleveland 
Youth Landscaping this summer three 
John Marshall students are also learning 
entrepreneurship, financial literacy and 
teamwork.

John Marshall School of Civic and Business 
Leadership has partnered with Cleveland 
Youth Landscaping, to employ youth 
ages 14 to 18 to do landscaping for senior 
citizens in the Glenville neighborhood, in a 
pilot program to equip the youth with skills 
and knowledge to be brought back to West 
Park to benefit neighbors here in the Spring 
of 2017. 

Alex Johnson, an ivy league college 
graduate and founder of Cleveland Youth 
Landscaping, recently received a “Differ-
ence Maker Award” from the Cleveland 
Cavaliers and was recognized on the court 
during halftime in March. 

The three students from John Marshall 
have teamed up to work alongside the 31 

students in the Glenville neighborhood and 
are paid $9 an hour for about 8 hours per 
week, and they also get teambuilding train-
ing and help with communication skills, as 
well as hear from guest speakers about en-
trepreneurship and potential career paths. 
They work in teams of about seven. The 
service is provided free to Glenville senior 
citizens and next year will be available to 
West Park seniors.  

The John Marshall pilot program is sup-
ported by the Cleveland Foundation and 
will provide lawnmowers, weed eaters, leaf 
blowers, rakes and gloves for the program.  

Monisa Mason, the community and busi-
ness coordinator at JMH School of Civic 
and Business Leadership, is overseeing the 
pilot program and says she is excited to see 
John Marshall Civic and Business students 
eventually spearhead the Cleveland Youth 
Landscaping program here on the west 
side.

“This will be a great opportunity for them 
to get hands on work experience, while 

learning many skills such as leadership 
development, how to work effectively and 
efficiently as a team and what it means to 
have a great work ethic,” Mason said. “This 
also will afford them the opportunity to 
better connect with the local community, 
which is very important as we aim to teach 
our students about the importance of com-
munity awareness and engagement.”

Josh Ethridge who will be a sophomore 
next year at John Marshall, said he enjoys 
learning how to use lawn equipment and 
his favorite task is using the weed eater. If 
it were not for this job he would be mostly 
playing basketball this summer. His co-
worker Julio Silva, said he would like to 
own his own business someday, and that 
they are also learning about teamwork. 

“You have to communicate to get the job 
done.” Silva said. “As long as you work 
together it will help out a lot.” 

Luis Rivera, who will be a junior this year at 
John Marshall, said the training has helped 
a lot. “I like working with my hands,” he 

said, adding that and in the future he would 
like to work in some job that helps improve 
properties. “When people make their house 
presentable it makes an area look better.”

Karen Black, an administrative assistant at 
JMH School of Civic and Business Leader-
ship and supervisor for the pilot program, 
said the program is off to a good  start.

“They boys are doing great,” she said. They 
are getting along and meeting new friends 
and are getting that experience of the real 
working world.”

For more information, visit: www.cleve-
landyouthlandscaping.com or check out 
the JMH School of Civic and Business 
Leadership website at: www.clevelandme-
troschools.org/page/885. See their fundrais-
ing page at :

www.donorschoose.org and search for 
“West Cleveland Youth Landscaping.  If 
your donation to their training is made by 
August 1st, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foun-
dation will match your donation amount.

John Marshall students learn real world small business skills in landscaping

One year continued from p. 1

Community Financial Centers (CFC) is a network of professionally 
trained coaches dedicated to financial empowerment by assisting clients 
to improve personal financial choices, create and execute short-term and 
long-term financial goals while also finding available resources to achieve 

their clients’ goals. 

Call Marne Piccolomini, a financial services manager, at  
216-453-0497 to make your free appointment in our  

neighborhood today.  

CFC is a project of Cleveland Neighborhood Progress.  

Find out more at www.communityfinancialcenters.org. 

Get a financial professional in your corner!

by Ian Heisey

Picture below: Three teens battling it out for glory less than a quarter mile from the 5K 
finish or fraternity in the distance?  Jason Thames, of Riverside School, 14, is on the far 
right. There were nearly 400 registered that day.  PPG Industires, Inc. was the title sponsor.

Further below, from left to right, Ian Rice (holding Amani Mende’s award,) Harvey Studer, 
and Alex Feldman stand with Councilman Brian Kazy (Ward 16) and Bryan Gillooly, 
BPDC’s Executive Director. The first three men hold awards for 2nd, 3rd, and 1st place, 
respectively, in the 30-39 year old age group awards for males.

4th Annual Run Puritas - April 30, 2016                 
see One year p. 5



The goal of the intergenera-
tional event is to build commu-
nity to prevent and respond to 
criminal behavior by peacefully 
celebrating the common space 
and positive police-community 
relations in Ward 16. We sug-
gest walking, riding a bike, or 
carpooling to the park as park-
ing is limited.

The Peanuts Movie is based on 
the famous Charles Schultz’s 
characters of Charlie Brown, 
Snoopy, and the whole crew of characters. 
Charlie falls in love and Snoopy takes to 
the skies in epic quests.

Bring a lawn chair or blanket for the mov-
ies and meet your neighbors, meet your 
police force and other safety units, com-
munity groups, and have a good time with 
BPDC and Councilman Kazy.
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One year continued from p. 4

On Monday, May 16, 2016, 15 students 
became the first high school graduating 
class of Bard High School Early College 

(Cleveland) (BHSEC) at the commence-
ment exercises held at Severance Hall. 
Twelve graduates concurrently earned an 
Associate of Arts degree from Bard Col-
lege in New York.

First graduating class was: Jehiel Eli 
Barreto, Natalia E. Cordero, Na’Shelle 
Monique Evans, Fabiola Nicole Feliciano, 
Dayna Saijaonna-Dauniece Foster, Althea 
Lichvarcik, Alyssa Lichvarcik, Angelique 
Tyquonna Jasha McGuire, Bryan Daniel 
Rodriguez, Frankie Yazel Santiago, Layla 
J. Suleiman, Michela S. Thomson, Anasta-
sia Vasenda, Julius I. Warren Jr., and Cali 
A.G. Wright.

BHSEC opened in 2014 with only 9th and 
11th graders on Brooklawn Avenue and 
it moved into a permanant location with 
all four grades at 13501 Terminal Ave. for 
the entire 2015-2016 academic calendar. 
This senior class was small because only 
a small vanguard of daring 11th graders 
transferred to this new concept school in 
Fall 2014.

Bard provides a rigorous academic culture 
for intellectually curious students who 
want to pursue college credits in high 
school. Learn more by at www.bhsec.bard.
edu/cleveland. or call Sarah Shneider, 
recruitment and admissions coordinator at 
216-838-9707.

Historic 1st graduating class of Bard HSEC: 
80% completed an associate’s degree simultaneously
by Rachel Napolitano and Ian Heisey

Meet the Rockport branch’s new manager St. Paul AME’s own returns to shepherd flock

D o n’t  g e t  o v e r l o o k e d !

Voting Nov. 8th requires voter registration by Oct. 11th!

40,000 voter registrations in Cuyahoga County                   
were cancelled in 2015!

Check to see if you are still registered at               
www.443votes.org, call 443-VOTE, or register at BPDC

The 
halls of 
John 
Mar-
shall 
once 
guided 
Rev-

erend 
Greg Thomas of St. Paul African Method-
ist Episcopal (AME) Church, but after 
10th grade, he transferred to Jane Ad-
dams. After graduation, he started a long 
career that he never thought would lead 
him back home to his childhood congre-
gation in November 2015.
St. Paul AME is the oldest African-Ameri-
can congregation on the west side, accord-
ing to the Encyclopedia of Cleveland His-
tory. It started with a building given to it 
in 1922 on Bellaire Road. When Interstate 
71 was built in its place, they built a new 
building on the corner of W. 130th and 
Liberty Ave. The congregation built a new 

church home on Brookside Blvd. in 2008. 
Rev. Thomas is most proud that he is get-
ting the building’s massive mortgage and 
construction debt under control. He was 
successful in retiring some of the debt this 
summer, better positioning the church to 
enhance its work with young people.
Rev. Thomas studied at the University of 
Toledo before completing a law degree 
at Cleveland State University’s Marshall 
College of Law.  After a corporate career, 
he went to Ashland University and Payne 
Seminary in Xenia to study ministry.
Rev. Thomas not only grew up in the 
neighborhood, but his mother, still lives 
in the neighborhood.  He met his wife, 
Rev. Michelle D. Roberts, as a teenager, 
although she did not live here. She also 
went to Ashland University. Thomas loves 
that he can go “home” for lunch at mom’s 
since he started his new post.
Welcome, Rev. Thomas and your family, 
to our neighborhood leadership.

by Rachel Napolitano
Amiya 
Hutson 
is no 
stranger 
to 
librar-
ies. Not 
only 
does 

she have over 10 years of experience in 
the Cleveland Public Library (CPL), east, 
west, and south branches, before coming 
to the Rockport branch on Puritas Avenue, 
but her very first job was as a page.  
When she went to college at Central State 
University in Dayton, she was a library 
clerk. Finally, almost unavoidably in her 
opinion, she went to the University of 
Pittsburgh to get her Master’s degree in 
Library Science.

Hutson loves competition and pushed her 
staff to become the top enrolled site in the 
CPL summer youth reading program and 

its key, the new “connected” library card.  
She says, “I’ve never been at a branch 
that wasn’t #1, #2, or #3.  They stepped 
up to the bat. We are going to stay #1.”

She is planning lots of physical interior 
renovations at Rockport and wants to cre-
ate a tranquil place to go and cool off dur-
ing warm-ups, a place of safety, a meeting 
space.  Her goal is to have the library ”be 
like a library where people can do work in 
peace, are comfortable coming in and out, 
not feel like they are run out for condi-
tions adverse to them,...like a library you 
envision.”

“Neighborhoods are pretty much the same 
across the board. They have needs that are 
met by the library: activities, programs, 
computers and internet access, meals,” 
she says after reflecting on what she has 
learned at her career at so many branches.

Your leadership in the neighborhood is 
welcome, Amiya!

winter. Kidner wants to add an internship 
experience for on-track seniors as a portion 
of their school day. (Kidner previously 
worked St. Martin De Porres High School 
(SMDP), a tuition-free, Catholic, Jesuit 
private high school. SMDP has work expe-
rience for all its students, which subsidizes 
the cost of providng the education.)

Youth Opportunities Unlimited (Y.O.U.) 
will bring two programs to JMCBL, E-
City (entrepreneurial) and Jobs for Ohio’s 

Graduates (JOG) (workforce development) 
in Fall 2016 to prepare youth more broadly 
for the world of work.  Another new part-
nership with JMCBL is that students will 
be able to take classes at Notre Dame Col-
lege to fulfill their CMSD requirements.

To build a closer-knit community, the 
schedule is changing to an 8am start for 
all. Ninth through eleventh grades will 
dismiss at 3pm while seniors will dismiss 
at 2:30pm.

by Rachel Napolitano



The Greater Cleveland Regional Transit 
Authority (RTA) board, after 16 public 
hearings to seek public comment, approved 
fare increases and service cuts at a June 
5, 2016 meeting to attempt to address a 
$7 million budget deficit. The following 
changes will take effect on August 14th. 
Single ride fares will increase by $0.25 and 
bus and rapid single fares will increase to 
$2.50, an increase of $0.25. There will be 
a $0.75 hike to $3.00 for a single fare for 
paratransit riders, and unlimited ride all 
day passes will increase to $5.50, which is 
a $0.50 hike. 
Changes to the rail service fares take effect 
in September. According to Clevelanders 
for Public Transit, a rider’s organization 
that works to build power for affordable, 
safe, and accessible public transit, RTA 
President Joe Calabrese said that public 
comment on route modifications caused 
RTA to make some changes, but not to 
route changes that affect West Park. 
Impacts in the West Park area are to the 
#86 and the #78 lines. The #86 serves the 
length of Rocky River Drive in West Park 
and the #78 is primarily on Puritas Avenue. 
For the #86 evening and Sunday service 

will be discontinued, however Saturday 
service will be moved to a new alignment 
via Bagley Road.  For the weekday day-
time service, RTA has voted to discontinue 
all service south of Bagley on the #86 and 
the route will be realigned with the #68 
toward Tri-C. The #78 line will discontinue 
both the deviation on Brookpark Road 
through NASA and the extension loop 
from Bellaire Road through the Bellaire 
Garden CMHA property to the “B” build-
ing.  
David Johnson, manager of the Bellaire 
Garden-B building which is the building 
furthest south from Bellaire Road with 
about 190 residents, said about 50 percent 
of his residents are disabled and/or elderly. 
He said not having the extension loop will 
certainly make an impact on those indi-
viduals who may struggle to get to Bellaire 
Road to get the bus.    
“For those individuals who struggle, and 
I witness it with my own eyes, it will be a 
little hard for them” Johnson said. 
On June 24th there was a townhall meet-
ing at Antioch Baptist Church held by 
Clevelanders for Public Transit. Organizer 
Nathan Malachowski said that some of the 

outcomes included RTA CEO Joe Cal-
abrese making a commitment to meet with 
the group: 1.) to work to strategize how 
to secure more funding for RTA and 2.) to 
work with the RTA board to reevaluate the 
2018 fare increase and roll back the route 
cuts. 
Another outcome of the meeting was a 
pledge from the ATU Local 268, represent-
ing drivers and transit employees, to join 
forces with Clevelanders for Public Transit 
to push for better funding, and there was a 
request for the creation of a public transit 
advisory committee and to ensure that 
the county’s next appointment to the RTA 
board be a daily transit rider. 
The Plain Dealer’s Ginger Christ reported 
in June that “Under the service plan, 1 
percent of riders will be impacted and 1/10 
of 1 percent of all riders will lose access,” 
which is what Calabrese said at the public 
meeting located at Gunning Recreation 
Center this spring before the board voted.  
In February, Calabrese testified to the Joint 
Legislative Task Force on Department of 
Transportation Issues at the Ohio State-
house.  His testimony is found in entirety 
on the RTA’s website. He wrote, “Between 

2002 and 2015, the State’s annual General 
Revenue Fund (GRF) investment was 
reduced from $43 million to $7.3 mil-
lion….While the typical state provides 20 
percent of the transit needs in their state, 
Ohio’s investment is at 8/10 of 1 percent.  
In recent years, by flexing some Federal 
transportation dollars, that investment has 
been as high as 3 percent.  He went on to 
say, “Ohio’s per capita contribution of 62 
cents per capita… compares very poorly 
to the $57.71 average of our neighbor-
ing states of similar population -- Illinois, 
Pennsylvania and Michigan. While ODOT 
has flexed limited Federal dollars to transit 
infrastructure, Ohio’s constitutional restric-
tions on the use of state-collected gas tax 
funds has made it a difficult task to provide 
needed funding to transit.”
For more information about how to get 
involved to seek solutions to the public 
transit funding issue, contact Cleveland-
ers for Public Transit through organizer 
Nathan Malachowski at nathanm@ohor-
ganizing.org, call 440-941-4091, or go to 
their Facebook page: www.facebook.com/
CLEforTransit/.
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RTA cuts local routes, raises rates

Cleveland teams won three championships in three months; teens beat pros to the punch
by Rachel Napolitano

by Ian Heisey and Rachel Napolitano

Ryan Werner, Katiushea Rivera, Jonathan Ortiz

Three teens at West Park tuition-free high 
schools were part of the first of three cham-
pionships in this town in three months.  
Their team won a world championship in 
robotics, followed by the Lake Erie Mon-
sters winning the Calder Cup in American 
Hockey League in a four-game sweep, fol-
lowed by the Cavaliers dramatically raising 
the Larry O’Brien Trophy for the NBA 
World Championship.
A team of 25 high school students were 
assembled on the Cuyahoga Community 
College (Tri-C) Youth Technology Acad-
emy (YTA)/Team 120 with students from 8 
schools. They went to St. Louis, Missouri 
for the FIRST Robotics World Champion-
ship and won it on Saturday, April 30th. 
The competition included 640 US and 
international teams, some from as far away 
as the China. 
Their robot stands as high as 6 foot 4 
inches and rests on a base measuring 
slightly more than 2 feet. Katiushea Rivera, 
a junior at New Tech West said, in response 
to how much she learned about teamwork 
through this competition, “We gave our all, 
especially to the robot. We saw we needed 
to work harder at it, add more things, but 
there’s a limit. It can’t be too heavy or too 
light.”
The competition also built up her confi-
dence.  She started about two years ago 
with Ms. Lynch, the technology ambas-
sador and physics and chemistry teacher at 
New Tech West, in a freshman VEX robot-
ics afterschool program that is broadcasted 
to the school as Tri-C distance-learning.  It 
gave her opportunities to gain college cred-
its at Tri-C. In 10th grade she heard about 
a varsity team at YTA, interviewed, and 
became her school’s only varsity member. 
Through competition and meeting engi-
neers she learned, “you can build things out 
of anything!”  She now plans on aiming 
for a Ph.D. in mechanical engineering or 
computer engineering.
YTA serves about 1000 students with the 
benefit of curriculum from Carnegie Mel-
lon University in addition to engineering 
and manufacturing coursework at Tri-C. 
FIRST stands for “For Inspiration and 
Recognition of Science and Technology.”  

Jonathon Ortiz, a freshman at the John 
Marshall School of Engineering, recalls 
one of his most exciting memories is when 
the Cleveland team was chosen in the last 
round before the finals by the team ranked 
number 2 for an alliance team in the final. 
The Cleveland team was ranked number 62 
and they were picked for their unique strat-
egy of having their 114 pound robot send 
off as many “boulder” volleys as quickly 
as possible to score points on the Monty 
Python-themed course. It best compliment-
ed the strategy of the number 2 team.
Ryan Werner, a senior at John Marshall 

on the team, learned design, 
programming, and manufac-
turing robots of this caliber 
and, “I learned how to work 
on a team, not just with men 
of the same race as me but all 
genders, all races. I’m proud 
as a team that we were able to 
accomplish this.”
He also worked on creating 
a scouting robot for the Cleve-
land Police to be small, easy 

to handle, and quick to deploy to explore 
potential bomb threats. It has a headlight, 
GPS, telemetry, six independently-driven 
wheels, and a camera. Ryan, who at-
tended both Newton D. Baker and Garfield 
Schools, designed the controller, which is 
stored in a suitcase with a display screen 
and is all powered by a wall outlet!
Ortiz, as a freshman, started the YTA 
in December after JMSOE’s Mr. Armin 
encouraged him to apply after having one 
of the best Arduino robots in the John 

Marshall robot competition. He worked on 
the robot and built obstacles for the course 
and spent every Saturday at Tri-C and 2-3 
afternoons a week there. He took a solder-
ing class there this spring afterschool. 
Besides technical skills, Ortiz explained, 
“Before, I hated working with other peo-
ple! Now I can work with other people.”  
He is pursuing a career in engineering and 
technology.
Ohio Means Jobs and the National Science 
Foundation provide major funding for the 
YTA and NASA and Rockwell Automation 
lead funding for the FIRST Robotics team.

$3.1 MILLION
will have been spent by the 

anticipated finish in October of 
a new road surface on W. 150th 
from Lorain to Brookpark Rd.

Hang in there!
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W. 130th St. continued from p. 1
introduced by the Councilman. The first 
was to change the zoning to limit the 
number of used car lots in this corridor.  
While there is nothing inherently wrong 
with used car lots, and there are some 
attractive car lots in the area, the use: is 
very land-intensive, tends to stay as that 
use once established, and detracts from 
the pedestrian and aesthetic character of 
the street. Therefore, the zoning on West 
130th Street was changed from “General 
Retail”, which allows car lots, to “Limited 
Retail,” which does not allow this use.  
Current legal car lots will be allowed to 
stay, but future car lots will not be able to 
move into this corridor.

The second piece of legislation was 
proposed to preserve and build upon the 
historic core of West 130th Street. Before 
West Park was annexed to Cleveland 
in 1923, the area was part of Rockport 
Township. The area was made up of many 
orchards and farms and the southeastern 
section, the West 130th Street neighbor-
hood, became known as “German Settle-
ment” because of all the new German 
residents in the area.  West 130th Street 
was called Settlement Road prior to the 
annexation to Cleveland.  

There are a group of commercial build-
ings on West 130th Street between Ben-
nington and Kirton that harken back to 
this point in history that convey a “main 
street” character that will now be pre-
served through the creation of the Rock-
port Design Review District. The purpose 
of the design review district is to preserve 
the historic architectural assets, promote 
economic activity, and enhance the aes-
thetics of the street. Any changes to the 
buildings in this section will have to be 
approved by the Far West Design Review 
Committee, made up of architectural and 

landscape professionals that reside on the 
far west side of Cleveland.

The final exciting change coming to West 
130th Street is the road construction proj-
ect that began mid-June. The $8 million 
County road construction project includes 
new sidewalks, tree lawns, curbs and 
aprons and a repaired street from Lorain 
Avenue to Brookpark Road.  

The project will be done in three phases 
over two construction seasons. Phase 1 
will be completed in 2016.  This includes 
the area between Lorain Avenue and the 
I-71 interchange. Phases 2 and 3 will be 
completed by December 2017. Phase 2 
encompasses the area between the I-71 
interchange and Bellaire Road. Phase 3 
goes from Bellaire Road to Brookpark.  
There will also be two culverts replaced 
as part of the project at Terminal Avenue 
and at Longmead Avenue.  

Perk Construction will be working on 
half of the road at a time. Northbound 
traffic will be maintained throughout the 
entire project. Southbound traffic will be 
detoured as each phase is being worked 
on. In phase 1, southbound traffic will 
be detoured down Lorain to West 117th 
Street back to West 130th Street at the 
I-71 Southbound Distributor Road.  Phase 
2 southbound traffic will be diverted up 
east on the I-71 Northbound Distributor 
Road back to West 130th on Bellaire.In 
phase three, southbound traffic will be 
detoured west on Bellaire to Puritas then 
south down West 150th Street to Brook-
park Road.  Access to all businesses and 
residences will always be maintained.

While this construction will cause some 
inconveniences for a bit, the final overall 
project will be a tremendous asset to the 
neighborhood.

The record is five. 

West Park mother of six, Kathi Bloom, 
plans to be beat it. 

Kathi Bloom’s daughter Jazmine Vance, a 
recently graduated senior and class Vale-
dictorian, is the second in her family to 
receive the honor of Valedictorian. Kathi, 
with a smile on her face, says she would 
like to beat the world’s record for the 
number of valedictorians in one family. 

Bloom’s oldest daughter Nautica was 
Valedictorian for the John Marshall Class 
of 2014, and is now in her second year at 
The Ohio State University studying biol-
ogy with a plan to be a pediatric cardiolo-
gist. 

“I am super proud,” said Bloom. “I am 
always instilling how important school is 
and really I just give them that push.”

Jazmine had quite a few asterisks by her 
name on the commencement program. 
She was top 20 in her class, had an honors 
diploma, was a member of National 
Honor Society and Phi Beta Kappa and 
finished with a 4.56 grade point average.  

Jazmine’s participated in volleyball, took 
college classes through the High Tech 
program at Tri-C, and was a member of 
the Youth Advisory Leadership Council 
(YALC, a county-wide youth leader-
ship team). In addition to all of that she 
holds down a job at Taco Bell on W.117th 
Street.

Jazmine plans to attend Tri-C, then Cleve-
land State, and eventually nursing school 

at Case Western Reserve University. She 
is pursuing a career as a registered nurse 
and midwife, a goal based on a life expe-
rience at age 11 when she witnessed her 
sister’s birth. 

“When Trinity was born, seeing my sis-
ter’s first cry made me want to be around 
the first moments of life.”

Kathi said Jazmine always had interest in 
puppies and kittens and there was always 
some kind of new life in the house.

Kathi’s other school-age children include 
Cassidy, currently a rising Junior in the 
Civic and Business Leadership School at 
John Marshall who is 5th in her class. She 
was is involved in the marketing team at 
the Lawyer’s Café coffee shop. Arianna 
has been promoted from Artemus Ward 
and is set to start 9th Grade in the Civic 
and Business School at John Marshall in 
the Fall.  Petey is going into 8th grade at 
Artemus Ward. Trinity is in first grade at 
Artemus and reading at a 3rd grade level.   

Bloom enjoys living in West Park on W. 
140th Street and her house is equidistant 
from John Marshall High School and 
Artemus Ward K-8 and is walkable. “It’s 
perfect because my car broke down at 
beginning of Spring and it took the girls 
10 minutes to walk to John Marshall and 
nine minutes to walk with Trinity to walk 
to Artemus Ward.”

When asked if she had any advice for her 
peers, Jazmine said, “Find something they 
believe in or something they wanted to 
change and work for that.”

John Marshall Class of 2016 Valedictorian keeps the 
family streak going by Ian Heisey

Theater comes alive here for the 2nd straight year
Cleveland Public Theatre’s celebrated Student Theatre Enrichment 
Program (STEP) is Cleveland’s longest-running arts and job training 
program for urban teens. Celebrate the power and creativity of city 
youth when STEP performs in Gilmore Park. 

Bring a blanket or a lawn chair and enjoy free theatre on Fri., Aug. 12th 
at 6:00p.m. as STEP teens performs an original work.  
Alvin and the Chipmunks: The Road Chip, part of Councilman Kazy’s 
Friday Night Lights movie series, will follow the performance at dusk.

Hear 
ye, 

hear ye!  
Free theater 

in the park!

Paradise Black, Tatiana Rios, and 
La’Shauna Armstrong are researching, 
creating content and new media, and event 
planning to prevent infant deaths in our 
community. They plan on publishing a 

book with their research to give to preg-
nant women and new moms at a special 
outreach event on Saturday, August 6th.

The West Park MyCom network for youth 
develpment includes YOU (Youth Oppor-
tunities Unlimited) as the lead agency for 
employment.  YOU worked with Bellaire-
Puritas Development Corporation to place 
workers with Tomesha Walker in addition 
to  the Robinson G. Jones School’s main-
tenance team and the Riverside Park Sum-
mer Program. Walker’s interns are working 
on infant mortality reduction with Walker, 
a neighborhood parent leader and entrepre-
neur.  (Walker is a doula, author, speaker, 
health and beauty product saleswoman, she 
works at Neighborhood Leadership Insti-
tute, and she is a graduate of its Neighbor-
hood Leadership Cleveland training.)

This summer internship is empowering the 
teens, while the end-goal remains empow-
ering pregnant mothers and new mothers 
to fearlessly lead their families to better 
health outcomes.  Involving the teens in an 
educational process not only builds their 
job and college readiness, but increases 
their health knowledge and, in turn, that of 
their community. 

Rios, a senior at John Marshall High 
School, said she learned infant deaths “are 
a bigger issue than I thought it was.  It’s 
not just here, it’s all over.  It’s not going 
down, it’s getting worse… This can happen 
to anybody, but it’s better to know all the 
things that could happen in the baby’s first 
year so you can be prepared.”

Black, a sophomore at the John Marshall 
School of Information Technology (JMIT), 

was surprised that “where we stand, 
Cuyahoga County, the infant [death] rate, 
it’s really high.”

Black said the impact this job has had on 
her, just with two weeks under her belt, 
made her more organized.  “It helped me 
with documenting things. It helped me 
with researching. It inspired me to look up 
more things that I don’t know.”

Rios continues, “Most teenagers tend to 
lean toward fashion, restaurants, things like 
that [for a summer job]. I like that I feel 
like I’m doing more than what I would be 
doing.”

All the teens identified how much work 
writing a book is, which was their idea.  
They wrote content, designed covers, and 
wrote dedications and an index. Their 
internship involves using Canva design 
software, Google Docs, Google Slides, 
Google Forms, Google Hangout, Mail 
Chimp forms, video editing software, 
webinars, teleconferences, Powtoon, and 
social media platforms like Facebook Live, 
Blab, YouTube, and Periscope.  

The social media work ties into Walker’s 
social media presence at “Pregnancy Pal-
ace.” Walker communicates to parents that 
they are “kings and queens and that they 
are raising princes and princesses” to “help 
mothers birth in peace and power”.

Armstrong, a sophomore at JMIT, wants 
a career in medicine, leaning toward 
veterinary or pediatric, so YOU placed her 
with Tomesha Walker for their summer 
employment. In addition to writing and 
researching, Armstrong identifies learn-
ing “how to reach out to businesses, get 
sponsorships, and make business phone 
calls”.  When asked what she is taking 
away from her summer job, she stated, 
“I can spread knowledge to other people.  
As a community we need to do better…
to come together to stop violence and be a 
better community.”

Meet the crew at their special outreach 
event during the Rock Around the Park 
Classic Car Show in Jefferson Park on 
Saturday, August 6th in Jefferson Park.  
They will be sharing goodie bags with 
pregnant moms and moms of babies under 
12 months at their table from 1pm-5pm 
for “Fearless & Fabulous: Mommy Day 
2K16”. Register at bit.ly/ffmd2K16.

Lowering infant mortality as summer job
by Rachel Napolitano



Friday Night Lights Movie Series 
September 9th, 6pm at Terminal Park 
Safety fair before Kung Fu Panda 3 plays at dusk. See large box on p. 2 for the story. 
Sponsored by Councilman Kazy and BPDC. Call 216-671-2710 for info.

Bellaire Puritas Board & Staff
Officers:
President: Jackie Krieger
Treasurer: Charles Nusbaum

Directors: Weldon Maples, Daryl Lehman, Alex Cox

Staff:  
Executive Director: Bryan Gillooly
Receptionist: Peggy Yomnick
Senior Services: David Kasik, Daniel Conway 
Housing Director: Toni Jones
Neighborhood Planning Coordinator: Melissa Miller
Home Energy Assistants: Karen Crocheron, Carla Hunter
Resident Services and MyCom Data Specialist: Judy Schafrick
Mediation Coordinator: Ian Heisey
Marketing Coordinator and Engagement Specialist: 
      Rachel Napolitano
Youth Development Director: Vanessa Lange
Site Coordinator at R.G. Jones School: Mary Jo Cotner
21st Century Program Coordinator at R.G. Jones School:            

      Julie Stonitsch 
Computer Lab: Kadie Szymczuk, Children’s Educator

 Tracey Mullin, Adult Educator
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Voter registratin deadline for November election
October 11th
Call 216-443-VOTE (8683) for more info on ballot issues or voting.

Annual Neighborhood Summit  
Tentative Date: Wed., Oct. 26 6:00-8:30pm 
Annual celebratory event with community group tables galore; neighborhood plans 
and progress on display; opportunities to get involved in your neighborhood; Light 
food and refreshments; and various raffles. Call BPDC for more info: 216-671-2710

Second Annual Haunted Hollow in Jefferson Park 
October 28th at 6:00-8:00pm. 13200 Lorain Ave. After a walk through a 
slightly‘haunted park’ for candy from neighborhood businesses and organizations, 
kids will take a wagon ride around the neighborhood followed by arts and crafts. Call 
Councilman Kazy at 216-664-2942 for more info or sponsorship opportunities.

Bellaire Puritas is located at:
14703 Puritas Avenue   n   Cleveland, OH 44135

Phone: 216-671-2710   n   Fax: 216-671-9868
www.bpdc.org

Every Sunday: Kamm’s Corners Farmers Market at W. 168th and Albers Ave. 
(behind Walgreens) June-October, 10am to 1pm, 216-252-6559 ext. 1400
1st Tuesday: Neighborhood Education Committee @ 6:30pm  
Neighborhood Education Team meets at BPDC. All are welcome. 

Every Wednesday: West Park Teen Job Club, 4:30-6:00pm.  Open to all 8th-
12th graders to drop in no matter the school, usually at John Marshall High 
School. Call Vanessa Lange, youth development director at BPDC for details 
and location.

1st Thursdays of the month starting in September: First District  Police Com-
munity Relations Committee, open to the public, at St. Ignatius of Antioch 
school cafeteria, 10205 Lorain Ave., 7pm Questions? Contact Tammy, Commu-
nity Relations Representative, at 216-664-6634 or email thanna@city.cleveland.
oh.us.

Every 1st Wednesday: Glengar Community Association, for those living south 
of Puritas Ave., meets at the Hungarian Church from 6-8pm Connect on Face-
book or email Brandon at GlengarCommunityAssociation@gmail.com.

1st Wednesday: John Marshall Alumni Association Trustees Meeting  
@ 7:00pm. Bethany English Lutheran Church, Triskett & Lorain. Meet in the  
lower level. Meetings are open to all Alumni including current & retired faculty  
and staff.

2nd Sunday of the month (except holidays): Community Meal, 12:30–1:30pm, 
handicapped accessible, all are welcome, 14040 Puritas Ave. in Fogarty Hall 
beneath Blessed Trinity Church

Last Saturday: free community meal for all at Christ United Methodist Church,  
5:00pm, 3625 W. 138th St., www.christumc.com

Friends of Jefferson Park Committee, All are welcome. Contact Rachael at  
friendsofjeffersonpark@gmail.com or 330-635-8047 for more information.

West Park Youth Program Directory  
Available Online

Explore the West Park Youth Programs Directory online to find  
programs and contacts at: 

or call BPDC’s youth Development Department for assistance  
at 216-671-2710.

www.bpdc.org/westparkyouthprogramdirectory 

Ice Crime Social & Bike Safety Rodeo, National Night Out Against Crime 
August 2nd, 5:30pm–10pm or so 
Free ice cream, a movie, popcorn, hot dogs, police, community resources and more in 
McGowan Park at 12300 McGowan, see full story on Front Page, 216-671-2710 

Jumpin’ at Jefferson Basketball Day 
August 6th, 10am-4pm, Jefferson Park, 13200 Lorain Ave.; 10am-noon for kids 9-12 
years old, 1-4pm for youth 13-17.  Organized in partnership with the Police Athletic 
League (PAL). Find details in Rock Around the Park article page 3. www.bpdc.org

Rock Around the Park Classic Car Show 
August 6th, 12–5pm 
Various classic cars, activities for the kids, fun for the whole family, food trucks, live 
music. Jefferson Park, 13200 Lorain Ave. See article on page 3.

Friday Night Lights Movie Series & LIVE play by Cleveland Public Theatre 
August 12th, 6pm, Gilmore Park 
Safety fair and live play before Alvin and the Chimpunks: The Road Chip plays at 
dusk. See the story in the large box on p. 2 and in the “Live Theater” ad on p. 7. Spon-
sored by Councilman Kazy and BPDC.  Call 216-671-2710 for more info.

West Park Community Coalition Annual Festival and Concert 
August 20th, 12–8pm, Emery Park on W. 130th St.
Raymond Towler (Settles), Jimmy Jeruelle, Carlos Alberto Calabrese, Plum City Pos-
se and others play a concert at 4pm; family fun, games, balloon sculpting, magician, 
face painting, free hot dogs and drinks for kids; bring your own chairs and blankets.

First day of school for most Cleveland Municipal School District buildings
August 15th

Election Day

November 8th, 6:30am–7:30pm; Call 216-443-VOTE (8683) for more info.

November 2016

Recurring community events

Find most events on www.bpdc.org/events/ 


