
Bridget Austria has found a place she can always come 
home to. Before stepping into her role two months ago as 
sous chef at AMP 150 at the Marriott (4277 West 150th St., 
216-706-8787, amp150.com), Austria broke away from the 
restaurant more than once. It continued to call her back.

“I left the nest, but sometimes the grass isn’t always 
greener,” she admits. “I feel like I have a second family 
here. Every time I’ve come back, they’ve welcomed me 
with open arms.”

Austria began working as a prep cook at AMP at 18. Two 
years later, she followed her former supervisor, who she 
describes as one of her greatest mentors, to AMP’s sister 
restaurant in Texas, Asador.

Southern and Southwestern cooking has seeped into her 

repertoire. Its heat-heavy influences continue to make their 
way into her Northeast Ohio crafted dishes today. She has 
learned a lot about meat cookery, especially by working 
with a wood-burning grill.

“There’s something about making your own fire,” she says. 
“It’s my favorite thing I’ve ever cooked on.”

She learned about farm-to-table cooking through regular 
staff trips to the nearby farmer’s market. Today, she gets 
her hands in the soil of AMP 150’s kitchen garden, where 
she plucks fresh zucchini, squash, peppers, tomatoes, 
pumpkin and potatoes.

A year later, she returned to AMP, but soon left for the 
opportunity to help run the Sterle’s Country House food 
truck for a summer. Working on the inventory and business 

side was an eye-opening experience that she carried over 
to her sous chef position at AMP. She was also responsible 
for creating the wildly popular Schnitzelwich, a schnitzel 
sandwich with horseradish and red pepper tapenade.

At AMP, such sauces and spreads with a kick have become 
a staple for Austria.

“To me, the most basic things are the most important 
things, and the most basic things get overlooked some-
times,” she says.

Those items add intensity to one of her favorite dishes, 
deviled eggs, which she describes as old-school but clas-
sic. Her take, appearing on the summer menu, is made 
with horseradish, Dijon mustard, lemon aioli, chives and 
smoked bacon with crispy fried onions.

Join the Friends of  Jefferson Park on Saturday, December 
3rd from 4-7 p.m. for wholesome family fun for all ages as 
we celebrate the winter season! New this year is the Winter 
Parade, celebrating the approaching holidays, seasonal 
change, lighting of Lorain Avenue, our neighborhood’s 
cultural diversity and our beloved Jefferson Park. The 
Winterfest afterparty is at Der Braumeister for food, fun 
and winter drinks after 7 p.m.
Where: Der Braumeister Restaurant 13046 Lorain Ave @ 
W 131st St. and Jefferson Park at 3501-3691 W 133rd St. 
4 p.m.: We are inviting friends and neighbors to gather at 
Der Braumeister to prepare for our winter parade. Be sure 
to dress up in your favorite winter attire celebrating your 
winter holiday and culture. 
5 p.m.: Parade commences at Der Braumeister using side-
walks while following traffic laws to and around the park. 
The Winterfest Parade will end at the center of Jefferson 
Park for our Annual tree lighting. Join us in caroling as we 
celebrate this most beautiful time of the year. 
5:30 p.m.: Annual tree lighting under the Jefferson Park 
gazebo. Neighbors are asked to bring a dozen cookies to 
share afterwards and enjoy music and maybe even snow 
man building! Neighborhood Coffee Business ‘Coffee 
Drop’ will be brewing coffee for purchase. The door-dec-
orating contest winners from around the park will receive 
dinner for two at Der Braumeister!

There are more assets and more investments in educa-
tion in and around the Education Corridor than the new 
public school buildings from PreK-12th grade. Birchwood 
School, now Birchwood School of Hawken just merged 
with Hawken this fall, Global Ambassadors of Language 
Academy (GALA) on Lorain Ave. opened this fall in the 
northern commercial district of the Corridor, and Luther 
Memorial expanded from Old Brooklyn to Lorain Ave. in 
Ward 16.
Birchwood School a 
private, co-ed dayschool 
on the west side with a 
racially, ethnically, and 
internationally diverse 
student body that draws 
enrollment from around 
the Northeast Ohio region because of its challenging aca-
demics. Hawken School in Lyndhurst and Gates Mills are 
co-ed private schools from PreK-12th grade. Hawken saw 
the strength of Birchwood as a complementary campus for 
their far east campuses and Birchwood’s founders, Chuck 
and Helen Debelak, found stability in the quality of the 
academics and social expectations Birchwood has devel-
oped and can expect continuity in the future. Birchwood 
students will now benefit from automatic acceptance to 
Hawken’s Upper School, too. 
GALA has no tuition as a public charter and will be offer-

ing an International Baccalaureate (IB) academic program 
as it expands the grades that it offers. An IB education is 
a Swiss-based program that incorporates academic rigor 
with an international curriculum that is in 147 different 
countries. GALA’s goal is to offer PreK-8 language im-
mersion, with a Mandarin Chinese and a Spanish tract.  It 
opened this year with Kindergarten and first grade on the 
campus of St. Vincent De Paul Catholic Church, but it is 

completely independent, just 
as Birchwood School leases 
from Blessed Trinity Catholic 
Church on Puritas Avenue.
Luther Memorial School has 
preschool through Grade 8 in 
Old Brooklyn and had increas-
ing numbers of students, es-

pecially newly-arrived to the United States, living in Ward 
16, so they opened a campus here.  At Mt. Calvary Luther-
an Church’s  campus (pictuerd here in a classroom), Luther 
Memorial offers kindergarten through Grade 6. Luther, like 
GALA, offers a very small class size. It is not a Montes-
sori school, but it does organize students into multi-level 
classes, which works well for students who may be above 
grade level in some subjects and at or below grade level in 
others, according to Principal Nicole Levy. Levy says her 
students’ parents consider the private, Lutheran school a 
family, especially with daily school-wide assemblies.

Fall-Winter 2016

Two new schools open on Lorain Ave. and Birchwood merges 3rd Annual Winterfest
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Robinson G. Jones School was designated by the Cleve-
land Metropolitan School District (CMSD) in 2013 as one 
of 13 “Investment Schools” which made it eligible for 
resources through a collaborative partnership between the 
United Way and CMSD to provide key supports where 
most needed. The school then partnered with Bellaire-
Puritas Development Corporation (BPDC) as a “lead 
agency” to hire a site coordinator whose has the job of 
aligning community partnerships and resources to support 
the school goals for academics, social emotional learning, 
attendance and parent engagement.
In August 2013 Melissa Watts became the new principal 
of R.G. Jones and Mary Jo Cotner was hired in February 
2014 as the Wraparound Site Coordinator to provide this 

coordination of resources. Cotner worked to form 
relationships with faculty and community mem-
bers, conduct surveys, and one of the first efforts 
she led was to work with parent leadership to meet with 
CEO Eric Gordon to change the start and dismissal time of 
the school day.  That enabled the creation of “The EDGE” 
which provided for an average of 180 students, K-8, to 
stay for extended day activities such as: homework help, 
African dance, Girls Craft Club, Cub Scouts, Children’s 
Book Club, Lego Club, Gardening Club and America 
SCORES soccer, poetry and community service, yoga and 
swimming at Gunning Rec Center. 
BPDC helped connect the school to the 21st Century 
Learning Grant which brought resources to 6-8th graders 

for academic enrichment and extra-curricular program-
ming, including a summer program which provided 
college and career field trips to places such as the Marriott 
Hotel, Cuyahoga Valley National Park, Cleveland City 
Hall, The Ohio State University Agricultural Training 
Institute and the College of Wooster. 
With the presence of a site coordinator it was possible to 
organize fun family events such as Author’s Night with 
popular children’s author, Eric Litwin, which brought 
about 300 students and families to enjoy a night of reading, 
music and inspiration.
One of the most well attended programs has been “Bring 

Wraparound model strengthens Robinson G. Jones School
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As an orga-
nization it is 
time we take 
a real look at 
ourselves and 
discuss each of 
our program 
areas with the 
people that 
have the great-
est stake in our 

successes: the people that comprise this 
neighborhood.

As employees, our staff informally evalu-
ates our own work: What does BPDC do, 
and do we do it very well? What should 
we be doing and how can we improve? 
These are questions we ask ourselves on a 
routine basis. In the fall and winter months 
BPDC will be asking you, our residents 
and neighborhood stakeholders and leaders 
these kinds of questions in order to be sure 
we are serving the neighborhood with the 
most direct and effective approach, and 
help bring about the kind of change that 
will strengthen the neighborhood and bring 
neighbors closer together. 

As this issue of the Bellaire Community 
Post is being prepared for print BPDC 

is in the midst of a selection process for 
a consultant who will guide BPDC, its 
leaders and this neighborhood’s leaders 
and stakeholders through an organizational 
strategic planning process. About 200 resi-
dents kick-started this process by attending 
our 15th Annual Neighborhood Summit, 
hosted by John Marshall 
High School, and many of 
the attendees completed in 
our surveys at that event on 
October 19, 2016.

One thing we find is that 
people do not always know 
who we are and what we 
do. BPDC’s mission is to 
maintain and enhance the full 
diversity of its residential, 
commercial and industrial 
communities; and to provide 
the planning necessary to 
ensure the vitality of the neighborhood into 
the future.

To accomplish this mission we have 
divided ourselves into three program areas: 
Community Development, Neighborhood 
Services and Workforce/Youth Develop-
ment.

Community Development

In the Community Development area we 
promote housing and commercial develop-
ment and redevelopment. Whether a large 
plan or a small redevelopment project, we 
work to strengthen the housing and com-
mercial market. This work and our neigh-

borhood services 
work is conducted 
with the sponsorship 
and consultation of 
the Ward 16 Cleve-
land City Council-
man Brian Kazy.

Neighborhood 
Services

Related to neighbor-
hood development 
is upkeep. Through 
neighborhood 

services BPDC helps seniors and disabled 
persons maintain and repair their property. 
There is an eligibility process, but this 
program helps 75-100 seniors a year to get 
out or stay out of trouble with housing and 
health code inspectors.

We assist the city code inspection depart-
ment with a door-to-door exterior inspec-

tion process that keeps residential and 
commercial property owners informed of 
the conditions of their property that would 
not meet city building code, and offers 
resources and support. Our effort covers 
our entire community development service 
area.

To reduce the number of ‘forgotten areas’ 
in our neighborhood, BPDC runs a neigh-
borhood clean-up crew that removes debris 
and cleans up areas nuisance areas through-
out Ward 16. We are constantly looking for 
tips and advice for areas that need atten-
tion. (Contact Judy with tips at 216-671-
2710 ext. 203.)

We are able to help residents afford to 
stay in their homes and apartments as an 
application site for State of Ohio Home 
Energy Assistance. We see hundreds and 
hundreds of people each year in households 
having financial difficulty that are seeking 
one-time financial assistance with their util-
ity bills. The program is coordinated by the 
State of Ohio but we are glad to offer this 
service, in cooperation with the Cleveland 
Housing Network.

Workforce/Youth Development

We offer assistance to adults who are seek-
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The leaves are 
changing, the 
trees are becom-
ing bare again 
and the orange 
barrels are 
almost ready to 
be put away for 
the time being.  
I know that it 

was a challenge to get around the neighbor-
hood with all the construction throughout           
Ward 16 however, West 150th is completed 
and the first phase of West 130th is com-
pleted and the second phase of W. 130th 

St. is going quickly. Construction and road 
repair are evil necessities to improving the 
infrastructure of the neighborhood. When 
the barrels are removed and the streets 
open back up, it will have all been worth 
it as you will now be travelling on a brand 
new, smooth street.

I want to take this time to personally thank 
all of those residents who again made 
this past summer’s Movie Nights a suc-
cess.  I was able to see many neighbors 
and families out in the parks enjoying the 
neighborhood and our assets the way they 
were meant to be enjoyed.  Outdoor mov-

ies, safety fairs, live entertainment, among 
others, are great ways for the community to 
come together and experience some of the 
great things here in our neighborhood.

As the leaves are changing and the nights 
are getting nippier, please remember to 
be good neighbors and keep an eye out 
for our elderly residents.  As we put the 
shorts, t-shirts, tank tops and sandals away 
and pull out the sweatshirts, light jackets 
and long pants, I am reminded that we are 
only a month away from the 2nd Annual 
State of the Ward Address on January 4th 
at Fogarty Hall (beneath Blessed Trinity 

Church at 14040 Puritas Ave.) starting at 7 
p.m. I look forward to seeing you all there 
to hear my report on the neighborhood and 
the work of the City of Cleveland here. 
There will be many public services doing 
outreach at their tables that night, including 
BPDC. As always, please call if I can help:               
216-664-2942 or 216-251-2331.

Sincerely,

Councilman Kazy 

A word from Ward 16 Councilman Brian Kazy

Seasons change and the Annual State of the Ward Address is Wed., Jan. 4th

 

“This program helps 75-100 
seniors a year to get out 

or stay out of trouble with 
housing and health code 

inspectors”

Starting a business?
Want to move or renovate?  

BPDC can help. Learn more 
at: www.bpdc.org/business-

matters/
or call 216-671-2710

Submit a hotspot to 
Councilman Kazy or 

check out a calendar of 
events at:

www.clevelandward16.com

see Strategic pg 4

Cleveland Public Theatre in Fogarty Hall - Aug. 12

BPDC still enrolling youth afterschool in arts, technology, and job club
by Rachel Napolitano
School seasons come and go, but the need 
for enrichment outside of classrooms is 
a year-round requirement for youth of 
all ages to develop all the parts of their 
personalities, interests, talents, and inner 
life like sense of humor and confidence, 
so as predictably as the sun rises, Bellaire-
Puritas Development Corporation (BPDC) 
launched afterschool programs for the West 
Park community under the auspices of 
our leadership with the MyCom network 
of high-quality youth work and youth 
leadership in Cuyahoga County this fall.  
Despite some of the programs completing 
their work, there are many offerings that 
are about to roll out or have continuous 
enrollment.

The West Park Fashion Club is for boys 
and girls from age 8 and up who want to 
make things, especially out of fabric.  The 

last two meetings in 2016 are Dec. 6th and 
Dec. 20th at the West Park branch of the 
Cleveland Public Library (3805 W. 157th 
St.) from 3:30-5 p.m. 

For the second year in a row in the W. 
130th St. neighborhoods, West Park My-
Com (which stands for My Commitment, 
My Community) is offering afterschool for 
youth from any school in 4th-8th grade. 
The dance class started the year off, but 
robotics and game design are gearing up 
to start Feb. 2nd and then music produc-
tion will be offered starting April 6th. 
Youth will create with technology in their 
hands with these 2017 offerings. All these 
periodic classes take place at West Prep 
Academy at 13111 Crossburn Ave.

April is most likely the month West Park 
MyCom will organize a community service 

and employment fair with Youth Oppor-
tunities Unlimited. However youth do not 
have to wait till Spring to look for a job or 
sharpen interviewing skills, career explo-
ration, or resume–writing. What sets job 
candidates apart are the soft skills you only 
get from practice, so invite any high school 
student in the area to join or drop-in the 
West Park Teen Job Club that BPDC orga-
nizes and John Marshall High School hosts 
on Wednesdays from 4-5:30pm.  Some 
current members participated in youth 
community service days, college tours, and 
field trips to career sites to explore life after 
high school. Club members usually get first 
notice about special employment programs 
for teens any time of the year. Call Vanessa 
at 216-671-2710 to register for any of our 
classes.

The entire community (parents, youth, 

grandparents, teachers, etc.) is welcome to 
learn more about arts programs for all ages 
of youth, in West Park and outside the area, 
enjoy youth performances, and network at 
the West Park MyCom Quarterly Meet-
ing, Wednesday, December 7th. It will 
be in the seasonal community center that 
is John Marshall High School during the 
cold weather three nights a week. Mar-
shall’s campus is 3952 W. 140th St. and the 
meeting starts at 6 p.m. with refreshments. 
RSVP by calling Vanessa at 216-671-2710.

For the second year in a row Councilman Brian Kazy sponsored Friday Night 
Lights, a series of safety fairs in many different Ward 16 parks and rain locations, 
mostly with a movie after dusk, but one Friday was extra special, there was a 
movie and a live play!  Cleveland Public Theater’s Student Theatre Enrichment 
Program perfomed an original work.  It was planned to be in Gilmore Park, but 
due to the forecast, it was in Fogarty Hall at Blessed Trinity. Surrounded by an all-
ages crowd, the play included  youth-created music, song, and dance.



3

Almeda Bowman shares her stories of W. 130th from 1940 on with local youth
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Almeda Bowman, the child of Henry and 
Martha Thompson, was intrigued by the 
front page article of the summer edition of 
the Community Post because it showcased 
the historic nature of several buildings 
south on W.130th St. 
She is very familiar with 
the history of the neigh-
borhood. She claims 
to be from one of the 
first and long-standing 

Black families south of Bellaire’s railroad 
tracks in West Park. Her mother was even 
documenting history.

Almeda was interviewed by curious teen, 
Paradise Black this summer, also a resi-
dent W. 130th Street area, at Crisp Barber 
Shop to tell the stories of what families 
and stores and times were like in the area. 
Paradise is a leader with West Park My-
Com programs like the teen job club.

Almeda’s mother, Martha, did house-
cleaning in Lakewood and worked at 
Concord Hardware store near Bennington. 

Every one called her mother Estee. Her 
brother told her that someone wanted to 
get a street around the area named after 
her. It might be because of her role in 
documenting the life of Blacks on the 

west side. She wrote about 
people’s birthdays, deaths, 
babies and other happen-
ings for the Call n Post and 
the West Side Sun News.

Her father raised chickens, 

pigs, and rabbits here! Her father also 
taught her and her siblings to eat anything, 
brains, possum, even the pet bunny. The 
house they lived in was heated by a wood-
burning stove, too… on the second floor. 
Henry’s main source of employment was 
at Kirby Concrete, where Broken Wheel 
is now, but he taught his kids to clean-up 
the drive-thru movies as a side job. People 
called him “Kidd”. She remembers every-
one liked him because he gave kids candy.

Her grandfather won her current house for 
$1 gambling. Then remodeled it. He also 
took people in to sleep in his basement 

and paid them to do jobs like wash dishes 
and watch kids.

Almeda was born on Kirton in 1940, but 
soon moved to Wainfleet as a kid, which 
was walking distance from her school, 
Longmead School.  She attended West 
High on Franklin Ave. Three siblings 
and her mother all graduated from John 
Marshall. When people were coming and 
going, they called the neighborhood “Stop 
12” because of the public transportation’s 
numbering of stops. Almeda did leave the 
neighborhood as an adult and married a 
law enforcement officer in the Fourth Po-
lice District, but returned later to take care 
of her mother till she died in 2003 and 
Almeda remained in the neighborhood.

Almeda did not want to wash floors on 
her knees like her mother, so she left 
high school at sixteen to wash dishes 
at Lutheran Hospital, which started a 
long career of odd jobs.  She worked at 
Leisure Warehouse on W. 117th St, did 
housekeeping downtown at Stouffer’s, 
worked at a Hopkins Airport deli, and 
drove busses for the handicapped for the 
courts. She made rubber toy car wheels at 
a job at Twin K on Enterprise for a time.
She worked at Cleveland Control at 1111 
Brookpark Road making switches for 20 
years until they made her retire because of 
her age making her health insurance too 
expensive.  She even did a little modeling 
in her life, too, so she had as many side 
jobs as both of her parents.

Her dream is to get rich and she likes to 
gamble, but she still wants to work.  She 
likes to stay busy and have money in her 
pocket. If she wins big, she might have 
coin in her purse, but she will still be 

findng things to do to stay active. She 
thinks the reason why she is still alive and 
so much of her family is deceased is that 
she is supposed to protect all the kids in 
her extended family.

She ended her visit by walking and talking 
up and down W. 130th pointing out every 
building’s former store name, owner, and 
products sold.

A brown building on the corner of Kirton 
and W. 130th was a furniture store. 
Santa’s Grocery was nearby, too, before 
Santa’s moved to Wainfleet.  The Wal-
greens on Bellaire Road used to be a 
donut shop and a shoe shop and W. 130th 
had a pool hall and a bowling alley. Rock-
port Cemetery by West End Lumber and 
Denison Auto Parts used to be much big-
ger. She remembers the shoemaker at the 
current Planet Pizza, Leader Drug Store 
on Wilton, Family Trio, and Adeline’s, for 
their cupcakes, located where Quiet Bob’s 
is now located.

She was raised at Second Calvary Baptist 
Church on Bellaire Road and said she 
never had a problem living as a small 
racial minority in the neighborhood. She 
recalls there not even being many people 
here to bother you since most of the 
housng was built in the 1950’s and 1960’s.

She has a range of memories from the 
area, positive and negative, but she is glad 
that BPDC appreciated the history of the 
area to write a front page article in the 
last edition of the Community Post. She is 
glad to share history with young people... 
and glad that she got a referral for a new 
hairdresser from the barber at Crisp Bar-
ber Shop after her interview!

by Rachel Napolitano
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A flurry of hiring has occurred at Bellaire-
Puritas Development Corporation (BPDC) 
recently to expand our service capacity, 
academically impact the 
W. 140th Education Cor-
ridor, and tap and support 
grassroots neighborhood 
leadership.
Five new staff have come 
aboard, three full-time: 
Carla Hunter, Tammy 
Tucker and Veronica 
Favela. Two joined in 
part-time capacities as 
afterschool tutors: Tasha 
Fairley and Carmonita 
Williams.
Carla, the first to be hired, works as a home 
energy assistant, helping connect people, 
mostly from the west side of Cuyahoga 
County, to programs to reduce the burden 

of their utility bills.  This primarily comes 
in the form of adjusting payment amounts 
and terms and utilizing the Home Energy 

Assistance Program (HEAP). 
She uses the compassion 
and listening skills from her 
previous employment with 
Catholic Charities to counsel 
people “that help is there, be 
patient, breathe, ask ques-
tions, and follow-through to 
get through utility crises”. 
Next, Tammy came aboard 
just as school started at 
Artemus Ward 
PreK-8, which is her 

program’s site. She is our Partners 
for Success (P4SS) program coor-
dinator and organizes afterschool 
enrichment there for BPDC. 
She has five years of experience 
working with high students with 
the Academic Upward Bound 
program in the Cleveland Metro-
politan School District (CMSD) to 
bring college and career readiness 
to youth.  Experience taught her that career 
and academic success start before students 
gets to high school. Her role at Artemus 
Ward is to implement a 21st Century 

Learning Center by coordinating programs 
for 6th-8th graders there. The Center is a 
collaboration of the school, BPDC, and the 
Greater Cleveland Neighborhood Cen-
ters Association on the south end of the          
W. 140th St. Education Corridor.
Tasha and Carmonita joined the 21st 
Century Learning Center at Artemus Ward 
under Tammy’s supervision as tutors, 
specifically in math, science, literacy, and 
social studies, homework assistance, and 
other academic enrichment, including field 
trips.  Tasha and Carmonita are not just 
co-workers, they are both involved with 

the AmazinnMe 
Bridge Program. 
Tasha founded 
AmazinnMe (www.
moodwebwork.com/
amazinnme), which 
brings 11-17 year 
old girls together in 
a safe, interactive, 
diverse group at on 
Wednesdays and  
Saturdays to focus 

on education, health, lifestyle, character 
development, and values.
In November, Veronica joined the BPDC 
team to increase the agency’s capacity to 

support exist-
ing commu-
nity leader-
ship, organize 
events, and 
engage the 
community 
more fully in 
BPDC’s work 
of community 
development 
as the events 
and commu-
nity outreach 
coordinator.  
Originally from California, she moved 
to Cleveland to do a year of service as a 
member of the Jesuit Volunteer Corps, 
planning and implementing afterschool 
programs for inner-city youth and acting as 
the point of contact for a homeless ministry 
at the Arrupe Neighborhood Partnership. 
Since then, she added experience directing 
alumni outreach at St. Martin de Porres 
High School and doing development and 
programming with Facing History and 
Ourselves. As a sign of her passion for 
grassroots leadership and Cleveland, she 
recently completed the Cleveland Leader-
ship Center’s Bridge Builders leadership 
development program herself!

Five new staff start at BPDC

Strategic continued from p. 2

Community Financial Centers (CFC) is a network of professionally trained 
coaches dedicated to financial empowerment by assisting clients to im-
prove personal financial choices, create and execute short-term and long-
term financial goals while also finding available resources to achieve their 
clients’ goals. 

Topics can include: 

• student loan debt,
• budgets
• credit 
• banking services, or 
• living on a fixed income
• community resources and more.

Call Marne Piccolomini, a financial services manager, at  
216-453-0497 to make your free appointment in our  
neighborhood today.  CFC is a project of Cleveland  
Neighborhood Progress.  

Find out more at www.communityfinancialcenters.org. 

Get a financial professional in your corner!

by Rachel Napolitano

ing to gain or improve their employment 
opportunities and we are looking to expand 
this work.  Presently the majority of work 
in employment readiness is in our Youth 
Development Program.  We now coordi-
nate a job fair and facilitate summer job op-
portunities for hundreds of young people. 
We served over six hundred young people 
last year. BPDC is active in 4 sites around 
the neighborhood and we coordinate three 
after school programs, and host many more 
after school and enrichment activities for 

young people throughout the year. With 
the support and assistance of the Cuyahoga 
countywide MyCom youth development 
network we have built this program up 
over the years from what was a modest 
sized, afternoon open-gym program. 

As a community development organization 
we are expected to promote the physical 
development of housing and commercial 
properties.  BPDC crafted our efforts in 
Neighborhood Services and Workforce/
Youth Development as a response to a 

neighborhood process that showed interest 
in the development of services and pro-
grams to will help raise the quality of life 
for area residents.

I look forward to the upcoming strategic 
planning process and how BPDC will bet-
ter serve this neighborhood as a result.

**************

Stay tuned for more information 
about our strategic planning efforts                           

on www.bpdc.org.

Your Grown-Up to School Day” where 
parents and family members are invited 
to a full day of musical performances and 
opportunities to meet their child’s teacher, 
hear relevant information about the school, 
and learn about community resources. 
Other services organized by Cotner include 
identifying students who need appropriate 
cold weather clothing and then  Coats for 

Kids, delivered 160 coats to R.G. Jones.
Cotner has also established partner-
ship with assets in the community such 
as Fairview Hospital, which has been a 
sponsor of such programs like Dancing 
Classrooms for fifth graders. This 10-week 
program culminates in a performance for 
the younger grades the dancer’s parents 
that features five ballroom dance styles, all 

while fostering respect, teamwork, confi-
dence, politeness and a sense of joy and ac-
complishment. Through a connection with 
Fairmount Temple students are receiving 
tutoring support.   
To promote financial literacy, Junior 
Achievement provided entrepreneurship 
lessons for all grades through volunteers 
from KeyBank who spend the day in 

classrooms using interactive lesson plans 
to share information about their jobs while 
helping students understand more about 
the opportunities available to them in the 
workplace.
This year, the school redirected its focus 
to support in-school programming to reach 
more students such as “The Leader in Me”  
instead of after-school options.  

Wraparound continued from p. 1

see Wraparound pg 8

Even a slaw created for AMP’s brisket 
sandwich has Tabasco and Worcestershire 
for a little heat to counter the cilantro and 
lime. Pickled red onions rest on top.
Chimichurri, a sauce she learned to make 
in Texas and brought back to Ohio, also has 
hits of Tabasco and Worcestershire. She’s 
used it at AMP on a flatiron steak with au 
gratin potatoes stuffed with horseradish and 
Gruyere cheese. It currently comes on a 
half-chicken. 
The young chef’s next goals are to learn 
the Filipino cuisine of her father’s heritage 
and to tackle desserts. Her newest sweet 
creation is a panna cotta created with kiwi 
lime sugar mix for the base layer and cream 
and vanilla bean for the second layer before 
being topped with diced kiwi and sliced 
almonds.

She describes her new task of developing 
desserts as just one more lesson in broad-
ening her horizons. “I think I thrive under 
pressure,” Austria says. “I like to be that 
person wearing all the hats.”

Chef continued from p. 1

Tax prep 
for over 50 crowd 

at Rockport library branch, 
provided by AARP

 
Fridays, Feb-April

Make an appt at:
216-623-7053

In 2015, John Marshall High School’s new 
building opened its doors, sending ripples 
of change for the next generation of the 
John Marshall community. Implement-
ing a new small schools on one campus 
sturcutre, Marshall now provides oppor-
tunities and resources for students to learn 
more about business, community engage-
ment, civic duties, leadership, information 
technology, engineering and more! While 
each individual thematic school (Business, 
IT and Engineering) is different from the 
next, the overall goal is to see our students 
succeed. Only into our second academic 
year under this new structure, John 
Marshall students have already met and 
exceeded this goal.
The School of Civic & Business Leader-
ship sets high goals. In 2015, the overall 
objective for the business students were 
to meet a community service high of 350 
hours. Students doubled that amount and 
ended the year with a total of 738 hours. 

Student entrepreneurs
by John Marshall’s Monisa Mason

see Student entrepreneurs pg 5

24 Hour Appointment  
Line

518-4014

for help with utilities
HEAP n PIPP



Is your neighborhood group interested in 
getting financial help for a small commu-
nity building project? Check out the Roll-
ing and Responsive (R & R) mini-grant 
of $250 that is made available through 
Organizers and Allies, a working group of 
Cleveland Neighborhood Progress (CNP). 
Janice Grahovac and her neighbors recently 
spent their mini-grant on a neighborhood 
cookout September 15 for a new group, the 
Glengar Community Association.
When asked to describe the group, she 
explains: “We meet the first Wednesday of 
every month from 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. at 
the Hungarian Reformed Church at 15300 
Puritas Avenue... Let’s become a commu-
nity and help one another again.”
Primarily for the residents of the area, it 
involves other stakeholders, like Robinson 
G. Jones School and West Park Baptist 
Church.  In fact, West Park Baptist helped 
host the neighborhood cookout on-site.
The grantmaking committee is looking 
for projects that allow people to work 
together and have an immediate, positive 
impact on the community. To encourage 
widespread cooperation, projects should be 
led and planned by more than one resident 
in a team effort that involves people from 
diverse backgrounds. Projects should also 
work to build and strengthen relationships 
within the neighborhood.

Glengar uses NextDoor (a social media tool 
for communicating only among people in a 
neighborhood geography at www.Next-
Door.com) to announce meetings, have 
email reminders, and are present on Face-
book at www.facebook.com/Glengar-Com-
munity-Association-167190433629765/. 
They can be reached by email at glengar-
communityassociation@gmail.com. 
Janice Grahovac describes the association 
as pertaining to the interests of the area 
from W. 144th Street on the eastern edge to 
W. 158th Street, all south of Puritas to Jus-
tin Avenue. Some of the homeowners there 
were aware their land was collectively 
called by the S.H. Kleinman Realty Com-
pany as “Glenmore Gardens Subdivision” 
of a part of Rockport Township according 
to their deed. Rockport Township is the 
name that predated “West Park”.
The maximum amount for a mini grant is 
$250 and money must be spent within 4 
months of being awarded. The group must 
work with a local fiscal agent to be eligible 
and a small final report will be required 
including pictures. A simple two page ap-
plication and a proposed budget is required. 
To receive an application contact Ian 
Heisey at BPDC at 671-2710 or i.heisey@
bpdc.org.
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Glengar gets R&R grant; What’s Glengar?

Ice Crime Social at McGowan Park WITH a bike 
rodeo, helmet giveway, and movie - Aug. 2

Rock Around the Park Classic Car Show - Aug. 6

West Park Youth Program Directory  
Available Online

Explore the West Park Youth Programs Directory online to find  
programs and contacts at: 

or call BPDC’s youth Development Department for assistance  
at 216-671-2710.

www.bpdc.org/westparkyouthprogramdirectory 

Some service hours were at the Cleveland 
Food Bank, the Veterans Administra-
tion (VA) Hospital, assisting with human 
trafficking programs, handing out food to 
the homeless on Thanksgiving and more. 
The students definitely stayed active in the 
community. One of our top performers was 
Jessica Whitmer, who hit 129.5 of those 
hours alone!
We also strive to teach our students about 
the different aspects of 
business; from finance 
and marketing to entre-
preneurship and manage-
ment, we aim to prepare 
our students for the real 
world, by providing real 
and applicable work relat-
ed experiences. Another 
great accomplishment 
was the opening of Law-
yers Café, a school-based 
and student-led coffee 
shop. Serving coffee from 
Rising Star Coffee, Lawyers Café officially 
opened in April 2015 and in one month, 
made over $1,000 in sales. The shop sells 
drip coffee, lattes, smoothies and more.
Although it is only open to students and 
staff, there are always opportunities for 
community members to get a taste of 
Lawyers Café through a series of events, 

when Lawyers Café is open for business. It 
is important to have the community aware 
and a part of the Lawyers Café, so we try to 
provide opportunities for people outside of 
the building to come check us out.
More in store for our business students this 
year. Students will be starting a community 
landscaping business and a school-based 
credit union. We also partner with Youth 
Opportunities Unlimited to offer employ-

ment training and busi-
ness plan development. 
Our business school 
adopted Riverside El-
ementary. Both schools 
will work closely with 
one another over the 
year, from tutoring to 
mentoring opportuni-
ties. Last but definitely 
not least, we offer 
leadership develop-
ment opportunities, 
such as our Student 

Advisory Council, where students are able 
to have their voice heard and ideas imple-
mented. 
For more information about the School of 
Civic & Business Leadership, please contact 
Monisa Mason, the Community & Busi-
ness Coordinator, at 838-6058 or monisa.
mason@clevelandmetroschools.org.  

Thank You
to The

School supplies 
giveaway
sponsors!

15th Annual Neighborhood Summit - Oct. 19
Student entrepreneurs continued from p. 4

by Rachel Napolitano and Ian Heisey

On Sunday, August 21st, there was a school supplies 
giveaway and free haircuts offered at 
Crisp Barber Shop at 4642 West 130th Street. Crisp 
barbers provided the haircuts and sponsored the day 
along with Councilman Brian Kazy 
& Bellaire-Puritas 
Development Corporation.

Donors for the school supplies:
•	 Sonny’s Auto Sales
•	 Denison Auto Parts, 
•	 Allstar	Discount	Muffler
•	 Target
•	 Giant Eagle
•	 West Park Baptist Church

75 packets of supplies were given out that day and 
there were free popsicles for all. On top of the 20 free 
haircuts given to students, Councilman Kazy got his 
hair cut, too! Please support our event sponsors.

For its first time, the Summit came to 
John Marshall. Les Darvas was given 
the West Parker Award by Lou Toth and 
Carol Kennedy (bottom) for his legacy in 
Boy Scouts. Gary Weiss of Denison Auto 
Parts earned the Ann Irizarry Business 
Leader Award, accepted by his sons, Jim 
and Don (top left with the Councilman 
Kazy, BPDC’s Bryan Gillooly and Me-
lissa Miller). Christine Thornton received 

the Citizen Action Award for alerting police she saw a teen was in trouble (top right).



Sweeney’s Pasture was the kind of place 
which never appeared on maps but every-
body knew where it was. Not only did the 
pasture provide a grazing area for farm 
animals but generations of West Parkers 
hiked, played, rode horses, and even hunted 
there. Sweeney’s Pasture was a grassy field 
on the west side of West 143rd, stretching 
from Berwyn Avenue on the north to about 
Terminal Avenue on the south.
We probably would no longer know 
Sweeney’s Pasture ever existed but for the 
memories of our senior citizens. “I liked 
to go there to see birds and pick berries,” 
the late Ruth Hadlow told the author. “My 
brother and I would buy a Christmas tree 
at the old Asplin Basket Factory on West 
150th, then pull it on a sled through the 
pasture to our house on West 143rd.”
“I used to ride a big horse around Swee-
ney’s Pasture when I was a kid,” says Bob 
Montgomery of North Royalton. “I used a 
stump to climb on the horse’s back.” Paul 
Varga, of Strongsville, recalls hunting in 
the pasture. “Of course, it was illegal” 
admits Paul, “but we did it. There were 
rabbits, quail and pheasants. I used a single 
shot twelve gauge which I still own.” Clar-
ence Mey, of Brook Park, remembers the 
pasture “was just open land and trees. We 
used to pick mushrooms there and we’d 
find Indian arrowheads lying right on top in 
the dirt.”
The first solid clue to the origin of the name 
“Sweeney’s Pasture” came from Addie 
Feuchter Snell, of Orlando, Florida. Now 
in her 90s, Addie believes the pasture was 
named for a  family which lived on West 
143rd near the present PPG plant. “They 
were my neighbors when I was little,” says 
Addie. “I knew their children, Coletta and 

Mary Sweeney.” Research confirms Addie 
is right.
In 1880, Thomas J. and Nora Sweeney, 
born in America but the children of Irish 
immigrants, were raising a family of 11 
children along present West 143rd Street, 
just south of Lorain Avenue. Apparently 
they were leasing the property because 
deed records reveal they didn’t actually 
own it until 1884 when they bought the 
land directly from early settler John M. 
West. (The same John West who was 
instrumental in the area later being named 
“West Park.”) Thomas J. Sweeney was a 
butcher, dealing in livestock, so it makes 
sense he would need nearby pastureland for 
cattle or sheep to graze on.
Among the children born to Thomas J. 
and Nora was William J. Sweeney, who 
wed Mary Jane Kelly in 1898. William 
and Mary Sweeney took up residence in 
a separate house a bit further south on the 
Sweeney property. They raised 2 sons and 
5 daughters in that house, including Coletta 
and Mary, just as Addie remembered. 
William Sweeney, like his father, was a 
livestock dealer, once again demonstrating 
a need for nearby pastureland.
The author succeeded in tracking down a 
grandson of William and Mary Sweeney 
who confirmed the rest of the story. “I’m 
surprised anyone remembers Sweeney’s 
Pasture,” says 78-year-old Richard L. 
Lembright of Cincinnati. “My grandfather 
William was a meat broker. He would bring 
cattle in from the west, fatten them on his 
pasture, and sell them at the old stock-
yards on West 65th Street. He sometimes 
butchered some of the cattle right there on 
the farm. My mother, Eleanor, told me she 
once toppled into a blood trough and got 

covered with blood. She also remembered 
riding on the hay wagons along Lorain 
Avenue, looking over the side as she rode 
along.”
“My family talked about Sweeney’s 
Pasture all my life,” Richard goes on. “My 
mom said it stretched from Lorain almost 

to Brookpark 
Road. When I 
was very little my 
whole family – my 
father, mother, 
brother and I – 
lived there at my 
grandmother Mary 
Sweeney’s house. 
Her house was on 
the west side of the 
street (3726 West 
143rd), a two-story 
wood frame house. 
My mother told me 
it was one of the 
first houses in the 
area to have elec-
tricity. I remember 
sitting on my 
grandmother’s lap 
and playing with 
my dog ‘Betty’ on 
the front lawn.”
“My grandmother 

Mary was a widow because my grandfa-
ther, William Sweeney, was run over by a 
streetcar,” Richard explains. “They knew 
something had happened to him because 
his horse and buggy came home without 
him.” 
Research in local records confirms William 
Sweeney died at age 39 on June 3rd, 1914, 
as the result of a cerebral embolism after 
being injured by a streetcar. 
“My mother Eleanor was the oldest daugh-
ter, about 13 at the time,” says Richard. 
“She had to help her mother keep the fam-
ily together. She worked as a bookkeeper at 
the nearby Lorain Street Lumber Company 
and later at the railroad. Her younger sisters 
eventually went to work, too. They sold off 
the pasture land bit by bit because they had 
no insurance.”
The early members of the Sweeney family 
are buried in St. Patrick’s Cemetery at 
Puritas Avenue and Rocky River Drive and 
their gravestones stand to this day.
After World War II, the Bruscino Construc-
tion Company built hundreds of simple 
ranch-style houses on the empty land along 
West 143rd. They were snapped up by 
home-hunting veterans looking for an af-
fordable place to raise their growing fami-
lies. Many West Park baby boomers don’t 
realize they grew up in Sweeney’s Pasture.
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Sweeney’s Pasture

Master Plan update

by Gary Swilik of the West Park Historical Society  www.westparkhistory.com

The Cleveland Metropolitan School 
District (CMSD) continues to rebuild its 
schools across the city with funds origi-
nally authorized by Cleveland voters as 
Issue 14 in May 2001 and as Issue 4 in 
November 2014. 
The CMSD School board voted at the end 
of June to approve a revised master plan 
which for Segment 8 calls for a new Doug-
las MacArthur Girls Leadership Academy 
(Pre-K to 8th grade) for 450 students on the 
same location, 4401 Valleyside Road, just 
north of Puritas Avenue near the Cleveland 
Metroparks.

A new Valleyview Boys Leadership (Pre-K 
to 8) for 450 students on 17200 Valleyview 
Avenue, just east of Rocky River Drive 
will be in the works. It is not clear where 
the students will attend school during 
demolition and construction of these two 
schools. The plan also calls for a remodeled 
Newton D. Baker K-8 at 3690 W. 159th St. 
which is a change from the original plan to 
build a new facility that CMSD originally 
proposed. 
McKinley School (K-8), 3349 W. 125th 
St. north of Lorain Ave. will be merged 
with Wilbur Wright School (K-8), located 
at 11005 Parkhurst Drive, south of Lorain 

Ave. and east of W. 118th St. for the 2018-
2019 school year.
Another decision by CMSD that will 
impact West Park is to move forward with 
another new high school campus on the 
former site of Max Hayes High School on 
Detroit Ave. (currently being demolished) 
for 800 students. As another choice for 
Ward 16 students, it will also help relieve 
the overwhelming demand for John Mar-
shall’s three new schools by providing a 
center-of-the-west-side campus to draw the 
former West Tech feeder school students. 
The focus and design of that school has not 
been formally announced yet. 

Have a conflict on the 
block?  

Maybe we can help, 
Call BPDC at  

671-2710 ext. 219.

by Ian Heisey

Free Tutoring for K-8  
at the library’s Rockport 

branch on Puritas:
216-623-7053
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Neighborhood Family Practice (NFP) moving next door and renovating Puritas building, again

Bellaire-Puritas Development Corporation 
have gotten many inquiries about the ap-
parent second floor addition and rebuild of 
the first floor at the building of our former 
neighbors, Control Electric. Despite the 
rumors of a second floor, there is no second 
floor going in, but there is a new owner at 
14625 Puritas Avenue.

Neighborhood Family 
Practice (NFP), a feder-
ally qualified non-profit 
community health center 
serving patients from five 
office locations on Cleve-
land’s near west side, was 
recently awarded more 
than $1 million in Afford-
able Care Act funding 
from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health & Human 
Services (HSS).

“The HHS funds go hand in hand with 
what NFP has been doing for more than 30 
years, which is providing quality primary 
health care services to those who need it 
most on Cleveland’s near west side,” says 
Jean Polster, president and CEO of NFP. 
“We’ll now be able to provide expanded 
services to even more patients, including 
many who have become insured through 
the Affordable Care Act.”

In Spring 2014, NFP received an initial 
grant for operational funds to open an of-
fice in the Bellaire-Puritas neighborhood in 
Puritas Park Plaza (at 14037 Puritas Ave., 
next to Family Dollar). New funds just 
awarded in the amount of $1 million will 
be used to renovate a stand-alone building 
that will house a new and expanded NFP 
Puritas health center, located within a half-
mile of the current office. Once complete, 
the new location will allow NFP to serve 
4,000 more patients with a larger staff and-
seven more rooms, including exam rooms 
and behavioral health offices.

The renovations and floor plan will ensure 
that NFP creates a Puritas health center 
facility that supports team-based care 
and implementation of a patient centered 
medical home model. NFP will continue to 
serve patients from its current Puritas loca-
tion, with a goal of having the new building 
up and running by Fall 2017.

NFP also 
received ad-
ditional funding 
of nearly 
$277,000 to be 
used to expand 
nurse midwife-
ry services. “In-
fant mortality is 
a priority public 
health issue in 
Ohio and rates 
for Cleveland’s 

neighborhoods are dramatically high, with 
poor health status, high rates of prematu-
rity and smoking among pregnant women 

contributing to these poor outcomes,” says 
Julie Kellon, CNM, MSN, an NFP certified 
nurse midwife.  “Women’s health services 
are a core component of NFPs services, 
including a growing midwifery program 
utilizing a CenteringPregnancy® program 
along with family planning, well woman 

care and gynecology.”

In 2014, NFP served 440 perinatal patients 
and more than 4,600 women age 18-44. A 
strategic plan developed in 2015 includes 
plans to expand the midwifery program 
to provide more access and choice for 
women. “The expanded services award 
from HHS will accelerate our ability to 
implement this plan,” says Kellon.

NFP is currently soliciting funds to outfit 
the patient care rooms fully before it 
opens with gifts of $100-$3500 to buy 
computers for medical records, new exam 
tables, stethoscopes and more.  Donors 
can inquire with Audra Kessler Bennet, 
Vice President, Marketing & Development 
for more information at 216-281-8945 ext. 
142 or abennett@nfpmedcenter.org. 

CaptionCAptionCaption

 

1st Tuesday: Neighborhood Education Committee @ 6:30pm  
Neighborhood Education Team meets at BPDC. All are welcome. 
1st Friday: Free Produce Giveaway at noon at West Park Baptist Church, 4600 W. 
150th St., 676-5300. Bring your own bags

Every Wednesday, West Park Teen Job Club, 4:30-6:00pm.  Open to all 8th-12th 
graders to drop in no matter the school, usually at John Marshall High School. Call 
Vanessa Lange, youth development director at BPDC for details and location.

1st Thursday: First District  Police Community Relations Committee, open to  
the public, at St. Ignatius of Antioch school cafeteria, 10205 Lorain Ave. Questions? 
Contact Tammy, Community Relations Representative, at 216-664-6634 or email 
thanna@city.cleveland.oh.us.

Every 1st Wednesday: Glengar Community Association for those living south of 
Puritas Ave., meets at the Hungarian Church from 6-8 p.m. Connect on Facebook or 
email Brandon at GlengarCommunityAssociation@gmail.com.

1st Wednesday: John Marshall Alumni Association Trustees Meeting  
@ 7:00pm. Bethany English Lutheran Church, Triskett & Lorain. Meet in the  
lower level. Meetings are open to all Alumni including current & retired faculty  
and staff.

2nd Sunday of the month (except holidays): Community Meal, 12:30–1:30pm, 
handicapped accessible, all are welcome, 14040 Puritas Ave. in Fogarty Hall beneath 
Blessed Trinity Church

Last Saturday: free community meal for all at Christ United Methodist Church,  
5:00pm, 3625 W. 138th St., www.christumc.com

Friends of Jefferson Park Committee, All are welcome. Contact Rachael at  
friendsofjeffersonpark@gmail.com for more information.

West Park Young Professionals meet once a month at different establishments in 
West Park to connect, participate, and strengthen our vibrant neighborhood.  Contact 
westparkyp@gmail.com to get the latest meeting dates. Usually meets on Thursdays 
towards the end of the month. Also at @westparkyp on Twitter and /westparkyp on 
Facebook.

BPDC and Community Calendar

Voter registration is 365 days a year!  

Call 216-443-VOTE (8683) for more info.

Or register all year-round at the BPDC offices!

Monthly, ongoing meetings, events, or invitations

February 2017

May 2017

Feb. 2017 
Deadline for Neighborhood Connections grants for neighborhood-impact projects 
organized by grassroots groups.  www.neighborhoodgrants.org

Run Puritas 5K and 1 Mile Fun Run/Walk 
May 6, 2017 
BPDC’s annual fundraiser for youth and adults, individuals and groups, to take 
a healthy tour of the neighborhood on foot.  Awards for top age group competi-
tors and overall winners.  Custom-designed t-shirt for every participant of the 1 
mile or 5k event. Go to www.bpdc.org for more information or call 671-2710.

Bellaire Puritas is located at:
14703 Puritas Avenue   n   Cleveland, OH 44135

Phone: 216-671-2710   n   Fax: 216-671-9868
www.bpdc.org

Main Office: Hours: Monday-Friday; 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Bellaire Puritas Board & Staff
Officers:
President: Jackie Krieger
Treasurer: Charles Nusbaum

Directors: Weldon Maples, Daryl Lehman, John Wynn

Staff:  
Executive Director: Bryan Gillooly
Receptionist: Peggy Yomnick
Senior Services: David Kasik, Daniel Conway 
Housing Director: Toni Jones
Neighborhood Planning Coordinator: Melissa Miller
Home Energy Assistants: Karen Crocheron, Carla Hunter
Resident Services and MyCom Data Specialist: Judy Schafrick
Mediation Coordinator: Ian Heisey
Marketing Coordinator and Engagement Specialist: 
      Rachel Napolitano
Youth Development Director: Vanessa Lange
Site Coordinator at R.G. Jones School: Mary Jo Cotner
Program Coordinator, Partners for Student Success (P4SS) at
       Artemus Ward: Tammy Tucker
P4SS tutors: Tasha Fairley and Carmonita Williams
Events and Community Outreach Coordinator: Veronica Favela
BPDC Computer Lab staff: Kadie Szymczuk, Children’s Educator
   Tracey Mullin, Adult Educator

January 2017
Wednesday, January 4, 2017
7-9 p.m.
2nd Annual State of the Ward Address with Councilman Brian Kazy 
At Fogarty Hall, beneath Blessed Trinity Church’s sanctuary at 14040 Puritas Ave. 
Hear your councilman’s report of 2016 success and accomplishments and find use-
ful resources among the agencies present at the community tables: 216-664-2942.

December 2016
3rd Annual Winterfest
Saturday, December 3, 2016
4-7pm 
A winter parade to celebrate the approaching holidays, seasonal change, lighting 
of Lorain Avenue, our neighborhood’s cultural diversity and our beloved Jefferson 
Park. Gather at Der Braumeister (13046 Lorain Ave.) at 4pm, parade to gazebo 
at Jefferson Park (W. 132nd, south of Lorain Ave.) at 5pm, partiicpate in cookies, 
lighting and awards at 5:30pm,  and at 7pm, head to afterparty at Der Braumeister. 
Contact friendsofjeffersonpark@gmail.com for more information.

by Rachel Napolitano
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Save-the-date!

5th Annual 
Run Puritas 
Race & Walk

May 6, 2017

216-671-2710
www.bpdc.org

Think Spring!

3rd Annual
Winterfest 

is 
Saturday,

December 3rd
4-7pm

Wholesome fun
in Jefferson Park!

See story on the 
front page

Because the state has changed its tests three times since the Wraparound program began 
in 2013, it is difficult to compare any Ohio school with year to year results. One goal 
for R.G. Jones in 2015-2016 was to increase reading proficiency by 6.2 % from the year 
before. It was actually raised by 28.9 % for a school-wide reading proficiency of 45.9%. 
There was a 31% increase in math proficiency in 2015-2016 from the year before for a 
school-wide math proficiency of 43.25%. 
In terms of attendance ,the goal was to decrease chronic absenteeism (missing 10 or more 
days in a year) from 224 students. The actual chronically-absent was last year was 152 
students last year, which far exceeded the goal of 199.
To improve attendance there have been a variety of strategies, including an attendance 
committee that meets weekly to plan random good attendance rewards and regularly 
scheduled monthly good attendance activities. 
R.G. Jones has implemented Positive Behavior Intervention Strategies (PBIS) to give 
further incentives for on-time attendance like: ice cream day, homework passes, and win-
ter dances. During Teacher Based Team (TBT) meetings, teams and Ms. Cotner identify 
chronic and severely-absent students and plan personal phone calls and home visits.   
The Wraparound began as a pilot program in 2013 with a three-year commitment between 
the United Way and CMSD and the collaboration is currently working on ways to sustain 
the program for the 2016-2017 school year.

Wraparound continued from p. 4


