
West Park MyCom’s Summer Job JumpStart is back this 
spring on Saturday, April 29th 10:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m. at 
Gunning Recreation Center. This year’s event will be 
for youth and young adults ages 14-20 and will feature 
mock interview practice, an online application workshop, 
customer service training, and a job fair featuring local 
employers, internship programs, and community service 
opportunities.

The Summer Job JumpStart is more than just a job fair.  
All young adults who attend the event will experience a 
realistic interview and will come away with feedback and 
tips on improving their interview technique. They will also 
attend either the online application workshop or the cus-
tomer service training. In the online application workshop, 

they will receive step by step instructions on completing 
online applications, including the personality-based ques-
tions that commonly accompany online applications. The 
customer service workshop will focus on the skills and 
qualities that employers are looking for when hiring for 
common entry level positions in the retail, food service and 
hospitality industries.

The maximum age of the event has been increased to age 
20 this year due to the high unemployment rate of youth 
ages 16-24. The national unemployment rate is currently at 
4.9%, but the unemployment rate for young people in this 
age category is 10.1%. 

Bellaire-Puritas Development Corporation’s partner in the 

On February 14th Neighborhood Family Practice, 
a Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC) that 
focuses on providing high quality primary care in 
their five offices located on Cleveland’s west side, 
opened its newest location at 14625 Puritas Avenue.

Please join us for the Fifth Annual 
Run Puritas 5K and 1 Mile Fun Run/
Walk presented by title sponsor 
PPG, on Saturday, May 6, 2017. This 
event is both family- and pet-friendly 
with a team discount available for 
groups of 10 or more. Gather your 
colleagues, neighbors and family to 
participate in the race or to line the 
streets in support! Things kick off with 
the 1 Mile Fun Run/Walk at 8:30am fol-
lowed by the 5K race at 9am. 

Both events welcome walkers and runners 
on their courses. (A 5K is five kilome-
ters and is equal to 3.1 miles.) Strollers 
and leashed pets are also allowed on 
the course. Prizes are available for each age group’s top 
finishers in the 5K race.

New this year, we will start and finish at Christ Lutheran 

Church at 13812 Bellaire Road.

As in years past, neighbor and graphic designer 
Bill Simon has designed a shirt for each runner 
and walker to sport, no matter which course 
a participant choses. All proceeds benefit 
Bellaire-Puritas Development Corporation’s 
special events and work in housing, senior, and 
youth services. (It’s our 25th program year!)

Register at www.peaceracing.com or by returning the 
form on page 4 to BPDC. Spread the word – let’s get all 
of West Park to Run Puritas!

Spring-Summer 2017

Friends and neighbors converge at 5th Annual Run Puritas May 6 NFP opens its doors:
Ribboncutting April 10th

Bienvenido! Bienvenue! Benvenuto! Bine ai venit! Welcome! Ahlan wa sahlan! Chào mừng bạn!  
Wilkomen! Swagatam! Joen pa Leg So! 

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and LinkedIn.  Visit www.bpdc.org to sign up for our e-newsletters.
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This summer we have your Thursday night entertainment covered! Join BPDC in collaboration with Councilman Brian 
Kazy in Jefferson Park. 
In addition to movie and 
game nights in the past, 
this summer we are adding 
live concerts with food 

Thursday nights will be filled with concerts and movies for all

Summer Job Jumpstart for ages 14-20 is April 29th at Gunning Rec
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The brand new Four Points by Sheraton Cleveland Airport 
hotel celebrated their grand opening on January 18th.  The 
new hotel is located at 4181 West 150th Street in what was 
formerly the Holiday Inn Cleveland Airport.  This is the 
first Four Points by 
Sheraton to open in 
Cleveland.

“We are thrilled to 
bring Four Points 
to Cleveland and 
anticipate the hotel 

will help meet rising demand for high-quality lodging in 
close proximity to the airport and downtown,” said Paige 
Francis, Vice President, Global Brand Management, Four 
Points.  “Four Points is consistently a top choice for own-

ers and developers 
seeking to reposition 
existing assets, and 
conversions like these 
are a big contributor to 
the brand’s growth in 
North America.”

by Melissa Miller

see Sheraton pg 5

$12 million invested in Sheraton & The Hub Bar & Grill
Perk Construction has started the last of three phases 
of reconstruction of W. 130th St. this March thanks 
to unseasonably warm temperatures and a $8 million 
contract to do the street work from Brookpark Road 
to Lorain Road. The last phase will be the most in-
convenient of the three phases as the street grid only 
allows one-way in and one-way out of the southern-

most portion of this busy thoroughfare between 
Bellaire and Brookpark Road. In addition to the 
actual construction, last spring City Council passed 
two resolutions to change the future of business and 
construction in the corridor. Besides those changes, 
Bellaire-Puritas Development Corporation (BPDC) is 
undergoing its own community planning process for 
this area to create a vision for W. 130th development.

Ward 16 Councilman, Brian Kazy, posted a synopsis 
of the February community meeting about this proj-
ect before the street closures on NextDoor.com:

“This project will include a new mill and fill street, 
curbs, sidewalks, aprons, catch basins and culverts. 
This is the last phase of the $8 million project. Some 

W. 130th St.: paving way for 
smooth future south of Bellaire
by Rachel Napolitano

see NFP opens pg 2



trucks into the mix. This lively event series is free and fun for all ages with a children’s movie and game night one week, followed by a cover band and throwback movie the next. 
We will alternate weekly to keep everyone’s interest peaked! Neighbors from all over the West Park area and beyond are invited to attend. Special thanks to the residents surround-
ing Jefferson Park for sharing the space for all to enjoy. For more details as the dates draw closer, search for our events on Facebook. We hope you can attend! Show up at 7pm.

Thursday Night Summer Schedule:
June 22 Movie Night: Trolls

June 29 Concert and a Movie: Spazmatics and Hidden Figures

July 6 Movie Night: Shark Tale

July 13 Concert and a Movie: Toast and Big

July 20 Movie Night: Rio

July 27 Concert and a Movie: Disco Inferno and The Sandlot

August 3 Movie Night: How to Train Your Dragon 2

August 10 Concert and a Movie: Breakfast Club and The Princess Bride

Contact Veronica Favela at BPDC with any questions: v.favela@bpdc.org or 216-671-2710 x207. Check www.bpdc.org/events for a more complete listing of neighborhood events.

I had the op-
portunity to 
participate 
in a citywide 
planning effort 
of Destination 
Cleveland last 
month. Desti-
nation Cleve-
land is a local 
non-profit that 

works to bring conventions and tourists to 
Cleveland each year. My goal was to learn 
more about their view of tourism, and how 
it may benefit our Ward 16 neighborhoods 
in Cleveland’s West Park.

When you look at the neighborhoods that 
comprise BPDC’s service area there are 
a few locations that you could say have 
their own definition, their own sense of 
place that sets them apart from surround-
ing neighborhoods. One example for us 
is Jefferson Park. This place has a unique 
feature (the park) as well as a culture of 
supporting activities in the space. The park 
itself is interesting enough to attract people 

to its tennis and basketball courts and 
the restaurants and housing immediately 
adjacent to the park are attractive and invit-
ing. Whether or not you live here, when 
you are in the park it feels like home. This 
neighborhood coziness is much of what the 
neighborhoods of Ward 16 in West Park 
have to boast.

From a tourist’s standpoint, this is very 
appealing. People, when traveling, seek 
places that feels local, neat and clean. 
When visitors discover the places local 
residents frequent, they feel they are getting 

an authentic sense of life in the city. These 
authentic city experiences are an important 
part to making a repeat visit.

If you have a positive conversation with 
a traveler about our city, the visitor may 
consider Cleveland as a place worth 
investing more time and money when the 
opportunity presents itself. A nice neigh-
borhood visit may even 
fuel a conversation about a 
personal move or business 
investment in Cleveland.  I 
found this interesting, and 

quite applicable 
to our neighbor-
hoods.

The challenge 
of a residential 
neighborhood, in 
terms of tourism, 
is getting the tourists’ attention 
in the first place. One clear op-
portunity in this neighborhood 
is the location of hotels at West 
150th and Interstate 71, home 
to many out of town visitors 

every night.  It would be wise to recognize 
these businesses nestled in the center of our 
stomping grounds, and suggest travelers 
and our own friends use the hotels and the 
restaurants within them. [Read more about 
The Hub Bar and Grill on the cover in the 
Four Points by Sheraton article, which 
compliments AMP 150 in the neighboring 

Marriott.] 

The second attention-
getter for tourists after 
the hotel are “local 
attractions.” “Local 
attractions” is a techni-
cal term. An attraction 
is something that is 
open to the public at 
least 4 days a week, 
or accessible to the 
public by a ticket or 

admission cost. 

Bellaire-Puritas’s neighborhoods have no 
“attractions” by this definition, and neither 
does Kamm’s Corners, our nearby neigh-
bor. Interestingly, local retail, restaurants 
and bars are attractive to tourists – and 
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A word from Executive Director Bryan Gillooly

We are all ambassadors of this neighborhood
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A word from Ward 16 Councilman Brian Kazy

Streets, safety outreach, and a new concert and movie series

 

“A nice neighborhood 
visit may even fuel a               
conversation about a      

personal move or business 
investment in Cleveland.”

Concerts Continued from page 1

Free Tutoring for K-8  
at the library’s Rockport 

branch on Puritas:
216-623-7053.

NFP opens continued from p. 1
NFP first opened their doors in the 
Bellaire-Puritas neighborhood in 2014 in 
a 2,000 square foot space in Puritas Plaza.  
They outgrew that space almost as soon as 
they moved in!

In 2015 NFP purchased their new building 
which essentially triples the space they had 
at their former location.  They were able to 
renovate the building with over $1 million 
of funding they received in Affordable 
Care Act funding from the U.S. Depart-

ment of Health and Human Services.  The 
total project cost for the new facility is 
approximately $1.6 million.  

Throughout the past year they have been 
diligently working on converting an old 
semi-industrial space into beautiful new 
medical offices.  The new space will allow 
NFP to serve a larger volume of patients 
with a larger staff, more exam rooms 
and behavioral health offices.  NFP also 
received an additional $277,000 to expand 

nurse midwifery services at the Puritas 
location.

Please come and see the new facility and 
celebrate with NFP at their ribbon cutting 

on Monday, April 10th at 5:00 PM!

Submit a hotspot to 
Councilman Kazy or 

check out the calendar of 
events at:

www.clevelandward16.com

Hello to the 
Ward 16 Resi-
dents,

 We are so early 
into the year 
however, so 
much is already 
happening for 
2017!  The obvi-

ous improvement that is being made to the 
area is West 130th from Bellaire to Brook-
park. Construction has already begun and 
traffic is being maintained one-way only.  
We had meetings upon meetings regarding 
this closure and are very confident that this 

is the safest and quickest way to get this 
project completed.  For safety purposes, 
all emergency response vehicles are aware 
that Perk Construction is leaving access to 
police, fire and EMS for passage through 
the construction going southbound for 
emergencies.  Give yourself plenty of extra 
time for both the morning and evening 
commutes as traffic will be condensed in 
the surrounding areas as well.  Please be 
safe while driving through the construction 
zone as we will have people working and 
heavy machinery on the street.

I will be starting up my ‘Safety And 
Service’ Walks again in May and will be 

walking the streets with the Cleveland 
Police, BPDC as well as other entities 
from the City of Cleveland.  This is a great 
opportunity to get to know the police and 
other people who actually patrol and take 
care of issues pertaining to the neighbor-
hood.  There is nothing better than meeting 
and getting to know the men and women 
who protect the neighborhood.  Should you 
want us to walk your street or have any 
issues, please contact my office.  

I am proud to announce the Summer Movie 
/ Concert Series for Ward 16 will begin 
in June for eight consecutive Thursdays 
ending in August.  Please check out the 

schedule below for further information.

As usual, please never hesitate to reach 
out to me should you have any questions, 
comments, praises or concerns!  Call if I 
can help. Office: 216-664-2942 / Home: 
216-251-2331.

Respectfully,

Brian Kazy

Councilman, Ward 16 

Promote your business here

X
Call Rachel at 216-671-2710

see Ambassadors pg 6

cut this schedule out for your fridge!
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Help for old homes

Artist finds home in West Park’s Jefferson area
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Melinda Plako is from West Park. She is 
a teaching artist in the Cleveland area and 
works with local youth making collage 
drawings, mail art and public art pieces 
that can be seen throughout the neighbor-
hood. She is also responsible for the menu 
boards at Bloom Bakery. Along with this 
work, Melinda is a member of the Interna-
tional Union of Mail Artists and is on the 
board at the Cleveland West Art League.

With so much going on, it’s good that 
Melinda is able to take her work home 
with her. She loves her location near              
Jefferson Park because she is able to have 
an in-home studio that gives her the abil-
ity to live and work in the community. 

When it comes to her love of the city, 
Melinda tells us “I love Cleveland for the 
lake wind and the serious food. Cleve-
landers are unpretentious and bighearted 
and easy to live with. Our culturally 
diverse city is the perfect place to raise 
my family”.

[Editor’s note: Bloom Bakery is a social 
venture of Towards Employment (TE). 
Their website explains: “Bloom Bakery 
helps returning citizens find jobs by em-
ploying graduates from Towards Em-
ployment’s reentry job readiness training 
programs, allowing even more people to 
continue on the path to success.”]

Home Today training coming to West Park; down payment assistance

There is a 4-part series for anyone to participate in free of charge by Third 
Federal Savings called Home Today.  These seminars are held monthly at 
their headquarters in Slavic Village, but they are offering a special series 
only during the month of May on the west side in the Eastman library 
branch on Lorain Ave. The dates are May 6, 13, 20, and 27 and the semi-
nars start at noon. Register by calling 216-441-7345. For more information 
visit www.bpdc.org/housing. Attending the seminars may help you open a 
savings account, earn $3000 in down payment assistance, and access a free 
financial counseling session.

Open call for contractors and handymen

Do you have a handyman business in our neighborhood? BPDC’s Housing 
Director Toni Jones wants to collect more local contacts in the home repair 
field. Call her at 216-671-2710 ext. 205.

Community groups are requested to apply for funds

Neighborhood Connections is a small grants program of the Cleveland 
Foundation for grassroot groups who are not registered nonprofits but 
have charitable projects. Friday, August 11th is the deadline to apply for 
the current round of matching grants. After that, they will not consider 
applications until next February.  Find out more about the grants here:                       
http://www.neighborhoodgrants.org/grants/ or call 216-229-8824.

Rolling and Responsive Grants from the Organizers and Allies Com-
mittee of Cleveland Neighborhood Progress gives money to neigh-
borhood projects organized by grassroots individuals. Neighborhood 
Connections accepts applications twice a year, but Rolling and Respon-
sive Grants have 6 application periods a year, making them rolling and 
responsive to needs as they arise. 

Grants are awarded for projects that allow people to work together and 
have an immediate, positive impact on the community. To encourage 
widespread cooperation, your project should be led and planned by 
more than one resident. It should be a team effort that involves people 
from diverse backgrounds. Projects should also work to build relation-
ships and strengthen relationships within the neighborhood.

The next grant applications will be due in June, and then August, to 
apply for your group, but they have opportunities to apply the first 
Thursday of every even-numbered month. Visit the “Get Involved” page 
at www.bpdc.org or call Ian Heisey at BPDC for more informaiton at 
216-671-2710 ext. 219.

IOBY helps grassrooots projects get funded ANYTIME by using 
the power of online crowdsourcing of monies and volunteers here:             
https://www.ioby.org/campaign/cleveland. IOBY also provides technical 
assistance to help your idea take flight and does workshops in the com-
munity for changemakers to learn together how to be more impactful. 
(IOBY stands for In Our Back Yards.) 

Fast facts: How BPDC is strengthening the housing market here

In the 2016, over the course of the year , BPDC had many housing accom-
plishments that we reported in our annual report, the BPDC Neighborhood 
Summit in October, and through Councilman Kazy’s State of the Ward in 
January:

• 9 single-family homes renovated thorugh BPDC’s purchase

• 91 home improvement referrals were made by BPDC to Ward 16 
residents with projects completed or underway by the end of 2016. We 
received 552 inquiries for home improvement referral overall!

• 4148 houses inspected through Code Enforcement Partnership

• 2264 home energy applications processed for utility help

Housing and other resources

24 Hour Appointment Line

216-518-4014

for help with utilities

HEAP  &  PIPP

by Austin Bloom, originally published in Cleveland Neighborhood Progress’s 
February edition of the Live!Cleveland enewsletter

Seniors:
Did You Know?

Applications are taken year-round for property                
maintenance for seniors and disabled residents.

In 2016, Bellaire-Puritas Development Corporation 
(BPDC) served individuals from Ward 16 and Ward 17 as 
part of our strategy to raise the quality of life for residents 
and increase their ability to stay in the neighborhood.

•	 123 Households Served for a total of
•	 611 services (especially grass, snow)

Call Judy Schafrick at BPDC to be sent an application in 
the mail at 216-671-2710 ext. 203

Heritage Home Loan Program is now available in Ward 16! 

This is a low interest (1.4%) fixed rate home equity loan for affordable maintenance/
improvements on your home. To qualify the home must be at least 50 yrs old, be cur-
rent in property tax, have homeowner’s insurance and be bankable. 

Besides the loan product, the program provides technical assistance for your home 
repair, maintenance, and rehab needs.

Call the Heritage Home Program, a regional program operated by a subsidiary of the 
Cleveland Restoration Society at 216-426-3116 or the BPDC office at 216-671-2710 
for more information. 

by Toni Jones & Rachel Napolitano 50
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For the past several years 
the storefront on the 
southeast corner of West 
130th Street and Cooley 
Avenue has been vacant 
and each passing year the 
building deteriorated a 
bit more.  In April 2016 
the building sold and the 
inside of the store has 
been completely reno-
vated.

In February, the Cooley 
Mini Mart opened at this 
location.  The small store 
has a deli, coffee and a 
selection of groceries.

Soon they will have 
a full service deli 
counter offering 
up freshly made 
sandwiches. It is a 
great place to stop 
by on your way to                           
Jefferson Park 
to pick up some 
snacks or a sand-
wich.  

If you are in the 
neighborhood be 
sure to stop in to 
this new convenient 
store.

Cooley Mini Mart opens in refurbished space
by Melissa Miller

Want to 
start a 

business?  

Want to 
move your 

business?

Want to 
renovate 

or expand?  

BPDC might be 
able to help.  

Learn more at 
www.bpdc.org/

business-
matters/ 

or call Melissa at 
671-2710 ext.214

Have a          

conflict 
on the block? 

Maybe 
we can 

help.
 

Call BPDC at  
671-2710 ext. 

219 to talk 
about your 

options.

Cooley Mini Mart’s 
owner, Mike, welcomes 
you in!
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West Park teen, Paradise Black, was 
honored this past November at MyCom’s 
Youth Voice Awards at the Hilton Garden 
Inn downtown. Paradise is currently a 
sophomore at the John Marshall School of 
Information Technology (JMIT), where she 
is involved with West Park MyCom’s Teen 
Job Club and Upward Bound.
Paradise has been involved with MyCom 
for several years, starting as a participant 
in the after-school program in her com-
munity at Riverside Park Estates. As an 8th 
grader, Paradise got involved with the Teen 
Job Club. That summer, she was selected 
by the Teen Job Club’s adult leaders for a 
summer employment position with Hasani 
Management Garden Camp, where she 
helped plan and deliver a health, wellness 
and sustainability curriculum, and worked 
in the program’s garden.
As a high school freshman, Paradise’s 
involvement with MyCom grew. She was 
one of three youth from West Park who 
attended Voices for Ohio’s Children’s 
Advocacy Day in Columbus. At the event, 
Paradise spoke confidently with legislative 
aides about the MyCom program in West 
Park and the importance of after-school 
programming.
This past summer, Paradise was again 
selected by the Teen Job Club’s adult lead-
ers for a summer employment position, this 
time with Tomesha Walker, a neighborhood 
leader, parent, doula and author.  Paradise 
and two other teens worked with Ms. 
Walker throughout the summer to research 
infant mortality in Cleveland, including 
causes and prevention strategies. They used 

their 
find-

ings 
to work 

with Ms. 
Walker 

on writing 
a book for 

pregnant 
women and 

new moms. 
Paradise was 

immediately en-
thusiastic about 

the project and 
was particularly 

passionate about 
the issue of smok-

ing and the effects 
secondhand smoke has on 

infants and young children.  
Paradise’s achievements were recognized 
along with thirteen other outstanding 
youth from around Cuyahoga County. The 
MyCom Youth Voice Awards also honors 
Caring Adults, Civic Leaders, Business 
Leaders, and MyCom Agency Partners for 
their contributions to youth development in 
Cuyahoga County.
Author’s note: Bellaire Puritas Develop-
ment Corporation serves as the lead agen-
cy for MyCom in the West Park Neighbor-
hood. MyCom is a countywide network 
connecting youth to quality programs in 
their neighborhoods and beyond so that 
they can develop 21st century skills and 
maximize their talents to connect, navigate 
and be productive.

Bellaire Puritas Community Post

Paradise Black honored with Youth Voice Award

West Side High School Fair March 2nd at Marshall
School choice abounds in West Park PreK-12. Compare at www.clevelandta.org.

West Park Youth Program Directory  
Available Online

Explore the West Park Youth Programs Directory online to find  
programs and contacts at: 

or call BPDC’s youth Development Department for assistance  
at 216-671-2710.

www.bpdc.org/westparkyouthprogramdirectory 

Job continued from p. 1

by Vanessa Lange When Cleveland Star Real Estate Invest-
ments purchased the building in 2015, 
they began the process of switching from a 
Holiday Inn to a Four Points by Sheraton.  
Four Points hotels target a younger market 
than the original Sheraton hotels do and 
offers a quality hotel for either business or 
leisure travel at a more affordable price.  In 
the summer of 2016 Starwood, the parent 
company of Four Points, merged with Mar-
riott, making Four Points by Sheraton part 
of the biggest hotel company in the world.

The over $12 million physical transforma-
tion of the hotel began in January 2016 and 
was completed by the 2017 grand opening.  
The building was gutted and completely 
redone.  There is no evidence of the former 
hotel in the newly designed sleek and mod-
ern interior.  

Each of the 147 guest 
rooms offer ample work 
space and free internet 
for the business traveler, 
as well as convenient 
features such as mobile 
room check-in and the 
option of using your 
phone to enter your 
room instead of a key.  

Over 6,500 square feet 
of flexible, state-of-the 
art meeting space was 
also included in the 
hotel renovation, including two ballrooms.  
The space can be set up for anything from 
small company meetings to larger confer-
ences and fabulous weddings with on-site 
catering.  

Some of the other renovated amenities in-
clude a brand new 24-hour fitness room, a 
business center and an indoor heated pool.  

The Hub Bar and Grill, the new restaurant 
and bar in the hotel, serves breakfast, lunch 
and dinner daily.  Four Points restaurants 
are all different and like to pick up on the 
local flavor of the City in which they are 
located.  The Hub’s menu features a variety 

of sandwiches, tacos, flatbreads, salads, and 
entrees.  Some of the Cleveland specific 
entrees include Lake Erie perch fish and 
chips and Cleveland’s best sausage sampler 
with locally made bratwurst, kielbasa and 
andouille.  They also have daily specials 
like $5 burger night on Thursdays and Taco 
Tuesdays.

The Hub Bar and Grill is also part of the 
Four Points Best Brews program that fea-
tures local craft beers on tap. On Wednes-
days from 5 -7 p.m. people can come and 
sample some local beer and appetizers at 
the Hub. All other days happy hour is from 
5-7 p.m. with drink and appetizer specials.  
The Hub is also a great place to watch a 
game on the 20 TVs that are around the bar.

When asked about how the new hotel and 
restaurant fit into the 
neighborhood, Gen-
eral Manager Santos 
Galarza was more than 
happy say: “We are so 
excited to be part of 
the neighborhood. We 
are looking forward 
to servicing the local 
residents and the 
many corporations in 
the area with another 
option to choose from 
with room lodging, 
corporate meetings, 

banquet or catering functions. We want to 
give back to the community with hiring 
many of our employees from within the 
area. Our new restaurant is off to a good 
start and we hope to see the neighbor-
hood soon enjoying some great food and 
great drinks. Our goal is to become a place 
where everyone in the neighborhood can 
say, ‘The Four Points by Sheraton & The 
Hub Bar & Grill is our friend, a business 
you can be proud of and a leader in the 
community.’”

Be sure to stop in soon and see all the great 
renovations in the hotel and restaurant.

Summer Job JumpStart, Youth Opportuni-
ties Unlimited, has increased their training 
programs for youth in 
the 18-24 category. They 
currently offer two pro-
grams, Day One and the 
Job Readiness Training 
Program, that offer per-
sonalized job coaching, 
job readiness workshops, 
and admission into 
training programs in 
construction, hospitality, customer service, 
healthcare, manufacturing, IT, and water 

treatment. To find out more about either of 
these programs, contact Y.O.U. at 216-566-

5445.

Registration is recom-
mended for the Sum-
mer Job JumpStart, as 
participation is capped 
at 100 youth. Youth who 
do not register will only 
be admitted to the event 
if space is available. To 
register, email Vanessa 

at v.lange@bpdc.org with your name, age, 
phone, and zip code or call 216-671-2710.

Sheraton continued from p. 1

Teens and young adults up to age 24 in 
Cuyahoga County can register for employ-
ment and internships with training and 
field support. To be considered for summer 
employment with Youth Opportunities 
Unlimited (Y.O.U.) youth must apply by               

May 1st at www.youthopportunities.org 
before 5:00 p.m. with a valid email address, 
home mailing address, phone number, 
social security number, emergency con-
tacts, and medical information. For Y.O.U. 
application asssitance, call 216-776-3900.

Jobs seekers aged 14-24: register now for jobs

188 people 
shopped at the 
fair, including 
25 students from 
private or char-
ter schools, like 
this Menlo Park 
Academy student.

questions that were asked and answered at 
the community meeting:

1) All side streets will have access to West 
130th and will not be shut off. 

2) All emergency vehicles (police, fire and 
EMS) will have access. They will have 
24 hour access through the construction 
zone. All emergency personnel have been 
notified. 

3) Detour routes will be posted. Detours 
will be West 150th and Tiedemann Road. 
Access to West 130th will be Brookpark 
Road. 

4) Bus routes will follow the detours. RTA, 
CMSD and transportation companies for 
school drop offs/pick-ups have been noti-
fied. 

5) Any part of West 130th that is asphalt, 
will be replaced with asphalt. Any part that 
is concrete, will be replaced with concrete. 

6) Businesses will remain open during 
construction so please patronize them if 

you can.

7) The reason for one way traffic is because 
of the width of the street. It cannot be two-
way because of ODOT limits with truck 
traffic. Also, time. Closing to only one way 
will cut approximately 4 months off the 
project. The last reason is safety for both 
drivers and construction workers. 

8) Traffic engineers will be monitoring the 
traffic flow to see if changes in the tim-
ing of lights or the possibility of changing 
lights will help with the flow of traffic. 

“It was the overwhelming consensus that 
although this will be a MAJOR inconve-
nience for about six months, the end result 
will be worth the inconvenience.”

Melissa Miller, neighborhood planning 
coordinator at BPDC, described two pieces 
of legislation that Councilman Kazy intro-
duced, and that Council passed into law, in 
2016: “The first was to change the zoning 
to limit the number of used car lots in this 
corridor. While there is nothing inherently 

W. 130th changes continued from p. 1

see W. 130th on the back cover

Summer Job Jumpstart
Saturday, April 29th

16700 Puritas Avenue
10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

For young adults 14-20 years old
Registration recommended

Parade the Circle free family art class is open for registration
Thursdays, May 4th-June 8th, 6-7:15 p.m. at 13812 Bellaire Road

Then, we parade on Saturday, June 10th at the Cleveland Museum of Art!

Register with Vanessa at BPDC: 216-671-2710 ext. 218



The killer twister was first sighted at 
9:45pm at the northern edge of Cleveland 
Hopkins airport on the night of Monday, 
June 8th, 1953. From there it tore through 
west side neighborhoods on a northeast 
path, crossed the Cuyahoga River near the 
Detroit-Superior Bridge, ripped up part of 
downtown Cleveland, and finally moved 
out over Lake Erie at East 40th Street. In 
27 minutes the swirling black funnel had 
killed 9 people, injured over 200, and de-
stroyed or damaged nearly 2000 homes.

Emergency rooms at local hospitals were 
jammed with those suffering cuts, broken 
bones, and serious injuries. Power outages 
forced doctors and nurses to work by flash-
light. Rescuers struggled to get into the 
stricken areas. National Guard patrols were 
brought in to protect private property and 
keep onlookers out. It would take a week 
to clear streets clogged by downed trees, 

utility poles, and debris, and months to 
repair the millions of dollars in property 
damages.

Incredibly only 8 people were killed by 
the tornado, 9 if you count one death by 
heart attack.

The biggest loss of life took place on 
West 28th near Franklin Avenue where 
five people died in the collapse of a single 
house but the southeast corner of West 
Park suffered the greatest sheer destruc-
tion. The area from West 130th to West 
117th, bounded by Linnet Avenue on the 
north and Matherson Avenue on the south, 
was particularly hard hit. At least twenty 
homes were completely destroyed leaving 
only piles of splintered lumber scattered 
across a desolate landscape. Almost every 
home suffered damage of some kind and 

backyards looked like war zones.

The experience of Cy and Ethel Field of 
Mortimer Avenue was typical. “It lasted 
only one horrifying minute,” Mr. Field 
told a local newspaper. “We came out of 
the basement and our house was gone.” 
On nearby Worthington Avenue a bathtub 
crashed through the bedroom widow of Mr. 
and Mrs. Anton Thomas at the height of the 
storm.

Retired barber Jack Palmer was 11 years 
old when the twister slammed into his 
house on St. John Avenue. “We heard what 
sounded like three freight trains com-
ing down the street at the same time. My 
mother, brother, and I ran into the bedroom. 
Then all the windows broke. I remember 
the curtains and the Venetian blinds stuck 
to the ceiling by the wind. I woke up in a 
mud puddle on the next street with a bro-
ken collar bone and badly cut foot.”

“Our house was completely destroyed,” 
says Jack. “There was nothing left but the 
slab it stood on and a water pipe bent all 
the way to the ground.”

Jack and his 5-year old brother Richard 
spent several days in the hospital. Their 
mother Marjorie Palmer was more seri-
ously injured and spent months recover-
ing. Their father Ralph was working that 
evening but was reunited with his family at 
the hospital.

For years afterward Mrs. Palmer insisted 
the family get in the car and leave dur-
ing storm warnings. “She just wanted to 
be anywhere away from the house,” Jack 
explains. “She is now 85 years old but still 
gets nervous during stormy weather.”
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The terrible West Park Tornado of ‘53

Closing ceremony forthcoming for McKinley School, a West Park original that served JMH

by Gary Swilik of the West Park Historical Society  www.westparkhistory.com
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something we certainly boast, but the 
only “attraction” near this neighborhood 
is Ray’s MTB, an indoor mountain bike 
park a little east of us at West 98th St. and 
Walford Avenue, with an international 
visitor base. Ray’s MTB is run by a local 
couple here in Ward 16. I’m not sure our 
neighborhood needs 
more attractions but it 
is worth a thought – 
after all, residents might 
support something 
recreational that is also 
interesting and unique. 
What attractions do you 
think could be added to 
our neighborhood mix?

Besides retail and restaurants, city visitors 
will venture to a fitting event in a neighbor-
hood place. BPDC is arranging, with the 

support of area businesses and Council-
man Brian Kazy to present a free summer 
concert series in Jefferson Park (see page 2 
for the dates). 

We want these free concerts and movies to 
be a way to celebrate BPDC’s 25 years of 
service to this community, to take the time 

to enjoy Jefferson Park 
with your neighbors, 
and to promote this 
great neighborhood to 
visitors near and far. 

You never know who 
will be attending the 
concert with you. Be 

friendly. A visit might spark a stay; they 
might be home-shopping or looking for 
a place to start their business! We are all 
ambassadors of our neighborhood. 

Ambassadors continued from p. 2

 

“What attractions do you 
think could be added to our 

neighborhood mix?”

McKinley School on W. 125th St. north of 
Lorain Avenue, which opened its doors in 
1922, the same year that WHK began radio 
broadcasting in Cleveland and Public Audi-
torium was dedicated, will be closing those 
doors for good this summer. [Editor’s note 
WHK is the 15th oldest radio station in 
the country and is currently AM 1420 The 
Answer. It may even be the first licensed 
station to broadcast in Ohio!]

The Cleveland Metropolitan School 
District school board approved the closing 
of McKinley in March 2015 as part of the 
Master Facilities Plan calling for a merger 
with Wilbur Wright School. As stated in 
a letter sent to parents by CMSD, “Our 
newly merged Wilbur Wright and McKin-
ley schools will combine two vibrant 

learning communities into one, as together 
they share a newly-renovated, modernized 
Wilbur Wright facility in August, 2017.” 
Wilbur Wright was built as a junior high 
school and was dedicated in 1929. Orville 
Wright was there for the dedication. (Wibur 
died of typhoid in 1912 at 45 years of age.)

Although McKinley students and their 
families will have a choice of schools for 
this coming August 2017 when the school 
year resumes, CMSD is suggesting families 
travel to Wilbur Wright which is .7 mile 
away at 11005 Parkhurst Drive. Accord-
ing to the Tom Ott, Director of the CMSD 
News Bureau, Wilbur Wright will receive 
an $11 million upgrade this spring and will 
include everything from a new heating, 
ventilation and air-conditioning system, 

significant electrical work and installation 
of energy-efficient LED lighting. Other 
upgrades will feature a new elevator to 
make the building ADA-accessible, plumb-

ing improvements, a new fire-protection 
system, kitchen equipment and student 
dining upgrades and technology enhance-

by Ian Heisey

see McKinley pg 7
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1st Tuesday: Neighborhood Education Committee @ 6:30pm  
Neighborhood Education Team meets at BPDC. All are welcome. 
1st Friday: Free Produce Giveaway at noon at West Park Baptist Church, 4600 W. 
150th St., 676-5300. Bring your own bags

Every Wednesday, West Park Teen Job Club, 4:30-5:30pm.  Open to all 8th-12th 
graders to drop in no matter the school, at John Marshall High School. Call Vanessa 
Lange, youth development director at BPDC for details and location.

1st Thursday: First District  Police Community Relations Committee, open to  
the public, at St. Ignatius of Antioch school cafeteria, 10205 Lorain Ave. Questions? 
Contact Tammy, Community Relations Representative, at 216-664-6634 or email 
thanna@city.cleveland.oh.us.

Every 1st Wednesday: Glengar Community Association for those living south of 
Puritas Ave., meets at the Hungarian Church from 6:30-8:30 p.m. Connect on Face-
book or email Brandon at GlengarCommunityAssociation@gmail.com.

1st Wednesday: John Marshall Alumni Association Trustees Meeting  
@ 7:00pm. Bethany English Lutheran Church, Triskett & Lorain. Meet in the  
lower level. Meetings are open to all Alumni including current & retired employees.

2nd Sunday of the month (except holidays): Community Meal, 12:30–1:30pm, 
handicapped accessible, all are welcome, 14040 Puritas Ave. in Fogarty Hall beneath 
Blessed Trinity Church

Last Saturday: free community meal for all at Christ United Methodist Church,  
5:00pm, 3625 W. 138th St., www.christumc.com

Friends of Jefferson Park Committee, All are welcome. Contact Rachael at  
friendsofjeffersonpark@gmail.com or 330-635-8047 for more information.

West Park Young Professionals meet once a month at different establishments in 
West Park to connect, participate, and strengthen our vibrant neighborhood.  Contact 
westparkyp@gmail.com to get the latest meeting dates. Usually meets on Thursdays 
towards the month’s end. @westparkyp on Twitter and /westparkyp on Facebook.

BPDC and Community Calendar
Monthly, ongoing meetings, events, or invitations

April 2017

May 2017

April 8 
Egg Hunt, Safety, & Resource Fair presented by First District Community Relations 
Committee & Councilman Brian Kazy; Noon- 2pm at 14040 Puritas Ave.; 216-664-6634

Run Puritas 5K and 1 Mile Fun Run/Walk 
May 6 
BPDC’s annual fundraiser for youth and adults, individuals and groups, to take a healthy 
tour of the neighborhood on foot.  Awards for top age group competitors and overall winners.  
Custom-designed t-shirt for every participant of the 1 mile or 5K event. go to peaceracing.
com to register or call Veronica at 216-671-2710. Volunteers needed, too!

ments. Plans also call for tuck pointing the 
brickwork and parking lot improvements.

Other nearby CMSD options include the 
Education Corridor’s Garfield (3800 W. 
140th St.), Artemus Ward (4315 W. 140th 
St.), and Riverside (14601 Montrose Ave.).

According to Ross Bassett, president of the 
West Park Historical Society, WPHS, and 
alumni of John Marshall, McKinley School 
was one of about eight schools that existed 
in West Park before it was annexed by 
Cleveland just four months later.

Bassett said the auditorium at McKinley 
was the site of graduation ceremonies for 
John Marshall High School (JMH) from 
1923-1925 because it was the only audito-
rium on the west side big enough to hold 
the 1,000 students at John Marshall. 

Bassett recently organized a monthly 
meeting of the WPHS at McKinley School 
knowing the school would be closing. The 
members were given a tour and while he 
said there had been deterioration, he was 
still impressed with the historic nature of 
the auditorium and the gym. “It was like 
traveling back in time,” he said. 

He said the WPHS has interest in work-
ing with the school  to hold some type of 
closing ceremony for the building. Jac-
queline Lamb, Family and Community 
Engagement, FACE,  Coordinator, for both 
McKinley and Wilbur Wright Schools, 
said there will be definitely be some type 
of event to mark the closing but details are 
still being worked out.  

There will be a community meeting about 
the future of the landmarked McKinley 
building according to Ward 16 Councilman 
Brian Kazy. 

For more information about choosing 
and enrolling in a CMSD school, call the 
CMSD Office of Enrollment at 216-838-
3675.

McKinley continued 
from p. 6

Cleveland's west side has always been a 
melting pot of ethnic families and foods. At 
first, Italian and Irish immigrants dominat-
ed West Park, placed between West 117th 
Street and Rocky River Drive, filling the 
gap between Lakewood and Brookpark.

Today, the area boasts one of the highest 
concentrations of Middle Eastern immi-
grants, hailing from Iran, Iraq, Palestine, 
Syria, Jordan, Egypt and Lebanon. With 
more than an estimated 17,000 people of 
Arab ancestry living in Cuyahoga County, 
the area has become home to dozens of 
Arabic businesses, including fast food 
establishments, restaurants and groceries.

"We're a neighborhood full of small busi-
nesses," says Rachel Napolitano, neighbor-
hood marketing specialist at the Bellaire 
Puritas Development Corporation. "There 
are few vacancies either commercial or 
industrial in our neighborhood." Over 
the past months, the area 
has seen some beloved 
eateries go out of business, 
including Café Falafel and 
Cuisine du Cambodge. 
However, for every busi-
ness that fails, two more 
seem to pop up.

"Immigrants tend to be 
very entrepreneurial 
because they can be their 
own boss; it's an easier way 
to find employment. There 
are those opportunities 
in our neighborhood and 
we're happy that immi-
grants continue to find our 
neighborhood a good place 
to start out in America," Napolitano says 
as we prepare to take a tour of some of her 
favorite lunch spots she's accumulated in 
the 13 years she's worked for the CDC.

Bylo Gyro Bob's (14007 Puritas Ave., 

216-252-8670) is our first 
stop. Wedged between a cell 
phone store and a barber-
shop, the business has been 
in the same location since 
the 1980s though it has 
changed ownership. Three 
stand-up broilers take center 
stage behind the counter, 
where customers gaze up 
at a billboard-sized menu 
as eclectic as the commu-
nity that frequents the store, 
especially during lunch.

Falafel, shawarma, spinach 
pies and stuffed grape leaves 
are scattered throughout the 
menu, along with corned 
beef, kielbasa, catfish or perch sandwiches, 
and of course their gyros. Served on a 
fluffy piece of fresh pita with tomatoes and 

sauce, the season-
ing as well as 
their homemade 
hot sauce are 
standouts on this 
sandwich. Their 
daily special 
board advertises 
two gyros for $8.

An advertisement 
is taped to the 
wall for a neigh-
borhood summit 
organized by 
Napolitano and 
her employers. 
"I think having a 
meal together is 

a great way for people to get to know each 
other, their neighbors. It's a critical part of 
community-building," she says.

Next, we travel to Arabian Village Market 
(12926 Lorain Ave., 216-938-9260) where 

large pans of halal meats, fried vegetables, 
rice and everything Mediterranean await 
those craving lunch or dinner takeout. "It's 
something different everyday," the man 
assisting us says as he points to each dish, 
pronouncing the names slowly. Maqluba 
and kofta are available today, along with 
many honey soaked pastries including 
baklava, lokma and mshabak. The store is 
also a grocery where specialty items can 
be purchased for a steal, like a bulk-sized 
container of dates for $5.

Further down Lorain is Assad's Bakery 
(12719 Lorain Ave., 216-251-5777, as-
sadsbakery.com), founded by Mike and 
Fred Assad in 1989. The bakery specializes 
in fresh wholesale pita bread, similar to 
Aladdin's. Their grocery stocks specialty 
olive oils, cheeses, hummus, baba ghanouj 
and much more.

The Middle Eastern community within 
West Park is made up of refugees, first- 
and second-generation immigrants, and 
Americans with mixed ancestry. Within 
this hotbed of cultural activity resides food 
too good to not do a little exploring on your 
own, if only to get acquainted with a few 
neighbors.

Middle Eastern cuisine finds a home in West Park 
by Rachel Hunt, originally published for the Cleveland Scene Magazine on November 16, 2016; www.clevescene.com

Photo of food taken from the Arabian Village Market Facebook page. They 
make large trays for thier thriving take-out business.

June 2017
June 3rd 
Big Creek Watershed Clean-up. 9a.m.-noon; Meet at Brrokfield Park; 216-671-2710
June 22, 29 
BPDC & Councilman Kazy’s summer concerts and movies, 7pm; see details on pages 1-2

July 2017

July 8 
Night bike ride and festival for children and adults in the Mastick Picnic area and Valley Park-
way (road closed to traffic for 3 miles south of Puritas) in the Cleveland Metroparks. Free bike 
lights, safety checks, games, bike rodeo, food trucks, and more!; 6-9pm; 216-671-2710

July 6, 13, 20, 27
BPDC & Councilman Kazy’s summer concerts & movies, 7pm; see details on pages 1-2; 

July 8 
1-4pm; Jesus Speaks Church & Ministries 2nd Annual Community Outreach with health and 
community resources, giveaways, food, games, and music in Jefferson Park
July 8-9 
GardenWalk Cleveland: Tour private parks all over the city; GardenWalkCleveland.org

April 10 
Grand opening celebration for Neighborhood Family Practice’s new Puritas office. Fun, 
food, giveaways, music, and more for all. 14625 Puritas Ave. at 5pm

April 29 
8:30am-1pm Community Builders Conference; “Community: One Cleveland, Many Stories” 
at East Professional Center; “a learning opportunity for Cleveland residents who want to build 
and sustain street clubs and grassroots community groups. RSVP to Veronica at 216-671-2710
April 29 
Summer Job Jumpstart for 14-20 year olds at Gunning Rec (16700 Puritas Ave.) 10am start; 
Register with Vanessa at 216-671-2710 ext.218 or v.lange@bpdc.org.

May 6, 13, 20, 27 
Free Home Today noon seminars at the Eastman library (11602 Lorain); 216-441-7345

May 24 
Senior Day; 10am-1pm; Resource fair, food, awards, music, dancing. Free 216-664-2833.

April 19 
W. 130th physical development visioning meeting: Topic: housing and greenspace. 6:30pm 
at 4628 W. 130th St.; Call Melissa Miller with questions, comments: 216-671-2710 ext. 214.

May 20 
Tri-League Opening Day and Paradefun with Hall of Fame; 11am-2pm, www.trileague.org

April 30 
Free clothing giveaway at Blessed Trinity Fogarty Hall; 14040 Puritas Ave.; Noon to 2pm
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3rd Annual
Winterfest 

is 
Friday, 

December 3rd
4-7pm

Wholesome fun
in Jefferson Park!

See story on the 
front page

wrong with used car lots, and there are 
some attractive car lots in the area, the use 
is very land-intensive, tends to stay as that 
use once established, and detracts from the 
pedestrian and aesthetic character of the 
street. In 2016, the zoning on West 130th 
Street was changed from General Retail, 
which allows car lots, to Limited Retail, 
which does not allow this use. Current 
legal car lots will be allowed to stay, but 
further car lots will not be able to move 
into this corridor.”

“The second piece of legislation was 
proposed to preserve and build upon the 
historic core of West 130th Street…Before 
West Park was annexed to Cleveland in 
1923, the area was part of Rockport Town-
ship.”

She continued, “There are a group of 
commercial buildings on West 130th 
Street between Bennington and Kirton that 
harken back to this point in history that 
convey a “main street’ character that will 
now be preserved through the creation of 
the Rockport Design Review District.  The 
purpose of the design review district is to 
preserve the historic architectural assets, 
promote economic activity, and enhance 

the aesthetics of the street. Any changes to 
the buildings in this section will have to be 
approved by the Far West Design Review 
Committee made up of architectural and 
landscape professionals that reside on the 
far west side of Cleveland.”

March 22nd kicked off a planning process 
for creating updating the BPDC vision for 
the W. 130th community. BPDC wants the 
ideas and input of area stakeholders, so if 
you cannot make it to the meeting, check 
www.bpdc.org/planningdevelopment/ for 
additional information about the vision-
ing process. Submit ideas and questions 
about the process and the neighborhood to 
Melissa Miller at m.miller@bpdc.org or 
call her at 216-671-2710 ext. 214. 

Gateway Fellowship Ministries, a new 
tenant at 4628 W. 130th St., is hosting the 
meetings. The March focus was the retail, 
institutional, and manufacturing sectors of 
the community between the railroad tracks 
at Enterprise and Lena Avenues. 

The next W. 130th physical development 
meeting will be about housing and green 
space on Wed., April 19th at 4628 W. 
130th from 6:30-8:00pm at the Gateway 
Fellowship.

W. 130th changes continued from p. 5
Community Financial Centers (CFC) is a network of professionally 
trained coaches dedicated to financial empowerment by assisting clients 
to improve personal financial choices, create and execute short-term and 
long-term financial goals while also finding available resources to achieve 
their clients’ goals. 

Topics can include: 
• student loan debt
• budgets
• credit 
• banking services, or 
• living on a fixed income
• community resources and more.

Call Marne Piccolomini, a financial services manager, at 216-453-0497 
to make your free appointment in our neighborhood today.  CFC is a 
project of Cleveland Neighborhood Progress.  

Find out more at www.communityfinancialcenters.org. 

Get a financial professional in your corner!

Celebrating
BPDC’s 

25th 
Program Year

Join us at our summer concerts and movies  (cover story)


